Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 543
By Representative K. Pruitt

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 24.121, F.S.; providing for the funding of

4 speci fi ed postsecondary schol arshi p prograns

5 fromthe Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund;

6 anending s. 232.2465, F.S., relating to Florida
7 Acadeni ¢ Schol ars; conform ng provisions

8 relating to award of schol arshi ps; anendi ng s.
9 239.217, F.S., relating to the Florida Gold

10 Seal Vocational Endorsenent Program revising
11 provisions relating to eligibility

12 requi rements; anending s. 240.402, F.S.

13 relating to the Florida Undergraduate Schol ars
14 Program revising eligibility requirenents;

15 revising the anount of awards and rei nstatenent
16 requi rements; revising fundi ng source; anendi ng
17 s. 240.4021, F.S., relating to the Vocationa

18 Gol d Seal Endorsenent Schol arshi p Program

19 revising eligibility, renewal, and
20 reinstatenent requirenents; revising the anpount
21 of awards; anending s. 240.4024, F.S., relating
22 to the Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program
23 revising eligible postsecondary institutions;
24 revising provisions relating to the anount of
25 awards; revising eligibility and renewal
26 requirements; revising admnistrative
27 procedures; requiring annual reports and
28 audits; authorizing penalties for certain
29 nonconpl i ance; anending s. 240.404, F.S.
30 relating to requirenent for student eligibility
31
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for state financial aid; conform ng provisions;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
24.121, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended,
paragraph (e) is redesignated as paragraph (f), and a new
paragraph (e) is added to said subsection, to read:

24.121 Allocation of revenues and expenditure of funds
for public education.--

(5)

(b) Except as provided in paragraphs (c),and (d), and
(e),the Legislature shall equitably apportion noneys in the

trust fund anong public schools, comunity coll eges, and
uni versities.
(e) The Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program created

under s. 240.4024, the Florida Undergraduate Schol ars' Program
created under s. 240.402, and the Vocational Cold Sea
Endor senent Schol arshi p Program creat ed under s. 240.4021

shal |l be funded annually fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent

Trust Fund. Funds shall be allocated to these prograns prior

to application of the formula for equitable distribution to

public schools, community colleges, and state universities.
Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 232.2465, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
232.2465 Florida Acadenic Scholars' Certificate
Program --For the purpose of recognizing and rewardi ng

out st andi ng perfornmance and acadeni c achi evenent on the part
of public school students and nonpublic school students, the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education shall award to each high schoo

2
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graduate who neets the requirenents specified herein, and as
further specified by the State Board of Education, a speci al
certificate recognizing and designating the graduate as a
Fl ori da Acadeni ¢ Schol ar

(4) Each Florida Acadeni c Schol ar who denobnstrates
advanced proficiency, as defined by the State Board of
Educati on, through performance on the conbi ned verbal and
guantitative portions of an approved standardi zed test and who
enrolls full time in a postsecondary institution under s.
240. 402( 1) ( e) state—unverstty—apubHec—comun-ty—ecoHege—a

transter—to—state—universities is eligible for a scholarship
fromthe Florida Undergraduate Scholars' Program as provided
by s. 240. 402.

Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (2) of

section 239.217, Florida Statutes, are anmended to read

239.217 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Endorsenent
Program - -

(2) Each school district may award the Florida gold
seal vocational endorsenent to a high school student who neets
the requirenents of this section. To be eligible for award of
the Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent, a student nust:

(b) Conplete three vocational credits in a sequential
program of studies in a vocational job-preparatory or
t echnol ogy- educati on program On-the-job training credit nay
not be substituted for the three vocational credits. Begi nning
in the 1997-1998 school year, a student nust conplete the
secondary school portion of a sequential program of studies

3
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which requires at |east three secondary school vocationa
credits, taken over at least 2 school years,and is continued

in a planned, rel ated postsecondary education program |f the
student's school does not offer such a two-plus-two program
the student is eligible for a vocational endorsenent if the
student conpletes a job-preparatory vocational education
program sel ected by the Cccupational Forecasting Conference or
t he Jobs and Education Partnership of Enterprise Florida for
its ability to provide high-wage enpl oynent in an occupation
with high potential for enploynent opportunities.

(d) Earn a mninmum cunul ative unwei ghted grade poi nt
average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale on all subjects, other than

Level | courses,required for a standard hi gh school diplona.

If a student does not neet the requirenents of this subsection
as a result of inaccurate or inconplete infornmation provided
by a high school guidance counsel or, teacher, or schoo
di strict personnel, the student may, neverthel ess, be eligible
for the Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent if the
principal of the school or the district superintendent
verifies that such inaccuracies or nisinformation caused the
deficiencies. The school district nust provide a neans for
the student to correct deficiencies resulting from such
nm si nformation. The student must correct the deficiencies no
| at er than Decenber 31 imediately follow ng high schoo
graduation, either by conpleting conparable work at the
post secondary institution or by conpleting a directed
i ndi vidualized study programthat is devel oped and
admi ni stered by the school district. |If the student does not
conpl ete the requirenents necessary to correct the
deficiencies by Decenber 31 i mmediately follow ng high schoo

4

CODI NG Wor ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 543
286- 192- 97

graduation, the student is ineligible to participate in the
Florida Gold Seal Vocational Endorsenent Program

Section 4. Subsections (1), (4), and (7), paragraph
(b) of subsection (2), and paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of
section 240.402, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 402 Florida Undergraduate Schol ars' Program --

(1) There is created a Florida Undergraduate Schol ars
Program to be adninistered by the Departnment of Educati on.
The departnent shall award schol arships to each Florida
st udent who:

(a)1. |Is recognized by the nmerit or achi evenent
prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
scholar or finalist;

2. By the end of the first senester of the senior

year, has obtained a 3.5 unwei ghted grade point average on a
4.0 scale, or the equivalent, in high school subjects, other
than Level | courses, acceptable for credit toward a dipl oma

and has attained at |east the m ninumscore as deternined by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exami nation or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program

3. Has conpl eted attended a home educati on program
trng—gratde—tevets—9—through—312 according to the provisions
of s. 232.02(4) and has attained at |east the m ni num score as
determ ned by rules of the Departnent of Education on the
conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the
recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance

5
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Exami nation or an equival ent score on the Anerican Coll ege
Testing Program

4. Has been designated by the State Board of Education
as a Florida Acadenic Schol ar, pursuant to the provisions of
s. 232.2465; or

5. Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
Diploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Ofi ce.

(b) Meets the general requirenents for student
eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
provided in this section.

(c) Receives a standard Florida high school diplona;-
or—t+ts—eguivatent—as—deseribetd—n—s—229-814. Any student who
is enrolled on a full-tinme basis in the early adm ssion
program of an eligible postsecondary institution or has
conpl et ed attended a hone educati on program eurtng—rade
Fevels—9—through—312 according to the provisions of s.
232.02(4) shall be exenpt fromthis requirenent. Also
exenpted shall be the dependents of Florida residents who are
on mlitary or public service assignnents away from Fl ori da
when such dependents |ive with such Florida residents and
receive high school diplomas fromnon-Florida school s.

(d) Files an application for an award during his or
her last year in high school within established tine linits.

(e) Attends, on a full-time basis, a Florida state
uni versity, e comunity college, or technical institute or

any eligible Florida i ndependent coll ege, university, or

vocational -technical school. An independent coll ege,

uni versity, or vocational -technical school is eligible to

participate if it neets the following criteria:

1. Is located in and charted as a donestic corporation

by the state.

6
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2. Has a program conpl etion and placenent rate at the

m ni mum rate established under the current Florida Statutes or

the Florida Adninistrative Code which governs the institution

or as established by the departnent.

3. Shows evidence of sound financial condition

4.a. |s accredited at the institutional |evel by an

accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Education and has operated in the state for 3 years under

t he sanme ownership during which tine there have been no

conpl ai nts for which probable cause has been found; or

b. Is licensed by the state and has operated in the

state for 5 years under the sane ownership during which tine

t here have been no conplaints for which probabl e cause has

been found. autherizetd—by—Fori-da—taw—anursing—dipromra

(f) Enrolls as a first-time-in-college student. Any
student who earns postsecondary academic credit prior to or
during the sumrer i medi ately subsequent to receiving a high
school diploma, who is dually enrolled in secondary and
post secondary educational institutions, or who is enrolled in
the early admni ssion program of a postsecondary institution
shal |l be exenpt fromthis requirenent.

(g0 At the tine an application is subnitted, has not

been convicted of a felony.

Prior to graduation, a student may be notified of eligibility

of award pending award of a hi gh school dipl ona.
7
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1 (2)

2 (b) Students who apply for awards no later than Apri

3] 1 during their last year in high school nay |ater reapply to
4 | receive awards during subsequent application periods when they
5] do not accept their initial awards. Simlarly, students who

6| receive initial awards and who | ater do not accept renewal

7| anards may reapply to receive awards during subsequent

8 | application periods. Students who apply under this paragraph
9 | nust submit reinstatenent applications within 3 years of

10| filing their initial applications. The departnent shall accept
11 | reinstatenent applications postnarked between February 15 and
12 | June 1 of each year and shall deternmine the eligibility of

13 | such applicants in the sane manner as first-tine applicants,
14 | except that students who apply pursuant to this paragraph

15| shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of paragraph (1)(f) and
16 | shall be required to have maintained the equivalent of a 3.0
17 | 3+2 cunul ative grade point average on a 4.0 scale for al

18 | coll ege work attenpted. The departnent shall not nmke awards
19| to reinstatenent applicants who subnit applications that are
20 | postmarked after June 1

21 (3)(a) The annual and subsequent renewal award to a
22 | student shall be an anount sufficient to pay for tuition and
23 | mandatory fees and $500 for books and coll ege-rel ated expenses
24 [$2-560; however, the highest-ranked, eligible, initial

25 | applicant fromeach county shall be designated as a Chall enger
26 | Astronauts Menorial Award recipient and shall receive an

27 | annual and subsequent renewal award of $4,000. The depart nent
28 | shall rank eligible initial applicants for purposes of

29 | designating the Chall enger Astronauts Menorial Award

30| recipients on the basis of unwei ghted grade point averages on
31| a 4.0 scale and test scores achieved on the conbi ned verba

8
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1| and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test of the
2 | Coll ege Entrance Exani nati on. Renewal—awards—shatH—be—$4,-066

3 o , .

4

5 | apptieants—Paynent of an award shall be transnmitted, on

6 | behal f of the student, to the president of the coll ege,

7 | university, comunity college, or nursing diploma school which
8| the recipient is attending or to his or her representative in
9 | advance of the registration period. |f funds are insufficient
10| to provide the full anmpbunt of schol arship authorized in this
11| section to each eligible applicant, the departnent may prorate
12 | avail able funds and nake a partial award to each eligible

13 | applicant.

14 (4) Avrecipient shall mintain the equivalent of a 3.0

=
a1

<32 cunul ati ve grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or shal

16 | mai ntai n an approved equi val ent student progress eval uation
17 | pl an—enr—at—teast—12hours—per—guarter—triwester—or—senester
18 | tA—erder—to—be—ettgtbte for a continuation of the award. A
19 | recipient who fails to neet the grade point requirenment nay be
20| eligible for the Florida Postsecondary Tuition Programif
21| continuation or reinstatenent requirenents for that program
22 | are net.No student nmmy receive a Florida Undergraduate
23| Scholars' Program award for nore than the equival ent of 8
24 | senesters or 12 quarters. However, a student enrolled in a
25 | 5-year undergraduate degree program may receive an award for
26 | the equivalent of 10 senesters or 15 quarters. The award nay
27 | be renewed annual Iy upon docunentation by the recipient that
28 | he or she neets the necessary qualifications. |If any
29 | recipient transfers fromone accredited Florida coll ege,
30 | university, conmunity coll ege, or nursing diplom school to
31| another eligible institution, his or her award will be

9
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transferable, provided he or she is otherwise eligible for the
awar d.

(7) The Legislature shall appropriate, fromthe
Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund genetral—+evente and from
t he Chal | enger Astronauts Menorial Undergraduate Schol arship

Trust Fund, funds to be deposited into the State Student
Fi nanci al Assi stance Trust Fund for the purpose of funding
this act. Notw thstanding the provisions of s. 216.301 and
pursuant to s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund that has
been allocated to the Florida Undergraduate Schol ars' Program
at the end of any fiscal year shall remain therein and shal
be available for carrying out the purposes of this section

Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3), subsection
(5), paragraph (b) of subsection (6), and paragraph (a) of
subsection (7) of section 240.4021, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 4021 Vocational Gold Seal Endorsenent Schol arship
Program - -

(3) The departnent is authorized to nake awards to a
st udent who:

(c) Enrolls as a full-tinme or part-tine

certificate-seeking or degree-seeking student at:

1. A public state university, conmunity coll ege, or
area vocational -techni cal school authorized by |aw, or

2. A nonpublic postsecondary school or coll ege under
the jurisdiction of the State Board of | ndependent
Post secondary Vocational, Technical, Trade, and Busi ness
School s or the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges and
Universities. To be eligible, a licensed school or college
nmust have been in continuous operation for at |east 5 years
and nust have held a biennial or regular |icense for at |east

10
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2 years, nust not have been the subject of a finding of
probabl e cause and subsequent disciplinary action by either
board, nust not be required by the Federal Government to apply
for reinbursenent for Title IV funding, and nust be located in
and chartered by the state. A licensed school or college or a
school or college exenpt fromlicensure nust be accredited by
the Career Coll ege Association, the Accrediting Bureau of
Heal t h Educati on Schools, or the Southern Associ ati on of
Col | eges and School s and nust never have had its accreditation
renoved; and

(5) To be eligible for the renewal of an award, an
appl i cant each acadeni c year nust:

(a) Mintain a mninmum curul ati ve grade poi nt average
of 2.5 36 on a 4.0 scale, or the equivalent; and

(b) Earn the equivalent of 6 2 senester credits for
each termof the acadenic year for which he or she received
t he award.

A student who fails to attain a 2.5 cunul ati ve grade point

average at any tine while attending a postsecondary

institution nmay have eligibility restored upon attaining a

cunmul ative grade point average of 2.5 or above during the

eligibility period. No student shall be eligible for nore

than one reinstatenent of eligibility.

(6)
(b) Students who apply for awards no later than Apri

1 during their last year in high school and who neet all other

eligibility requirenents to receive awards nay |ater reapply

to receive awards during subsequent application periods when

they do not accept their initial awards. Sinmlarly, students

who receive initial awards and who |ater do not accept renewal
11
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1| awards nay reapply to receive awards during subsequent

2| application periods. Students who apply under this paragraph

3| nmust submit reinstatenent applications within 3 years after

4| filing their initial applications. The departnent shal

5| accept reinstatenent applications postnarked between January 1
6 | and June 1 of each year and shall determine the eligibility of
7 | such applicants in the sane manner as first-tine applicants,

8 | except that students shall not be eligible for reinstatenent

9 | awards unl ess they have maintained the equivalent of a 2.5 36
10 | cunul ative grade point average on a 4.0 scale for all college
11 | work attenpted. The department shall not nake awards to

12 | reinstatenent applicants who subnit applications that are

13 | postnarked after June 1

14 (7)(a) The annual award to each recipient shall equal
15| the anount of tuition of the postsecondary institution in

16 | which the student is enrolled, not to exceed the average

17 | tuition per credit hour calcul ated by the departnent for the
18 | state universities be—amaxtmmoef—$20660. Paynent of an award
19 | shall be transmitted in advance of the registration period
20 | each senester on behalf of the student to the president of the
21 | university or conmunity college, or his or her representative,
22 | or to the director of the area vocational -techni cal schoo
23 | which the recipient is attending, or his or her
24 | representative, except that the departnment nay withhold
25| paynent if the receiving institution fails to report or to
26 | make refunds to the departnent as required in paragraphs (b)
27 | and (c).
28 Section 6. Section 240.4024, Florida Statutes, 1996
29 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:
30 240. 4024 Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program --
31
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(1) The Florida Postsecondary Tuition Programis
hereby created to reward outstandi ng high school students with
financial assistance in undergraduate degree, diplom, or

certificate prograns at any Florida public university,
community college, or technical institute or at any eligible

Fl ori da i ndependent coll ege, university, or vocational -

techni cal school. An independent coll ege, university, or

vocational -technical school is eligible to participate if it

neets the following criteria:

(a) |Is located in and chartered as a donestic

corporation by the state.

(b) Has a program conpletion and placenent rate at the

m ni mum rate established under the current Florida Statutes or

the Florida Adninistrative Code which governs the institution

or as established by the departnent.

(c) Shows evidence of sound financial condition

(d)1. |Is accredited at the institutional |evel by an

accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Education and has operated in the state for 3 years under

t he sanme ownership during which tine there have been no

conpl ai nts for which probable cause has been found; or

2. Is licensed by the state and has operated in the

state for 5 years under the sane ownership during which tine

t here have been no conplaints for which probabl e cause has

been found.

This financial assistance shall be in the form of schol arshi ps
and may be used to assist with any educational costs the—cost
f ed e ey : . I
fees—ant—books. Except as otherwi se provided in this section
t he schol arship shall cover the full cost of tuition subject
13
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to the availability of funds and may not exceed the cost of

tuition. The schol arship may not be used for renedial courses.

(2) In order to be eligible to receive a scholarship
under the Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program an
initial-year applicant nust:

(a) Be a Florida resident.

(b) Receive a standard Fl orida high school diplom—ofr

Hs—egui-vatrent—as—deseribed—n—5—229-8%4-in or after 1997
1996. Any student who is enrolled on a full-tine basis in the

early adm ssion program of an eligible postsecondary
institution or has conpl et ed attended a hone education program
tng—gratde—tevets—9—through—312 according to the provisions
of s. 232.02(4) shall be exenpt fromthis requirenent. Also
exenpt shall be the dependents of Florida residents who are on
mlitary or public service assignnents away from Fl ori da when
such dependents live with such Florida residents and receive
hi gh school diplomas from non-Florida school s.

(c) At the tine an application is subnitted, have not

been convicted of a felony.
(d)1. At the end of the first senester of the senior

year of high school ti+re—of—apptrcation—or—bythe—endof—the

coH-egepreparatoery—curriecutum have an unwei ghted grade point

average of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 scale in courses, other than

Level | courses, as identified by the Departnent of Education

and by the tinme of graduation have attained at |east the

m ni nrum score established by the Departnent of Education on
the Anerican Coll ege Test or the Schol astic Assessnent Test;
or
. I . F . . I I ottt
. _ I L edi e I I
14
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2.3— At the tinme of application, be a hone education

pr ogr am st udent —er—a—hi-gh—school—egui-vatency—diptrormra
reetrprents-who has attained at | east the nininumscore

establ i shed by the departnent on the Anerican Coll ege Test or

the Schol astic Assessnent Test.
(e) UWilize the an—nitiat scholarship within 7 years

of the date of high school graduation by—the—date—estabtished
by—the—departrent.

Prior to graduation, a student may be notified of eligibility

of award pending award of a hi gh school dipl ona.

(3) Students may receive annual awards for the first
year of either full-tinme or part-tinme enroll nent 36—serester

eredi-t—hours—attenpted at any eligible Florida postsecondary

educational institution as defined in subsection (1). As—used

. . o . . ) e I . .
I . " e
vocational—technteal—nstitution—The naxi num anount of the
award shall include tuition, nmentdatery—fees—antd—abook
aH-owanee—of—up—to0-—$360,except that students who receive a

grade point average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale, or above, in a
col l ege preparatory curriculummay receive a higher award as
determ ned by the departnent. The maxi num award for tuition

for students in the independent institutions shall not exceed

the average tuition per credit hour calculated by the

departnent for the state universities. Awards shall be
15
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di sbur sed in—egua—instattents each academic term Full-tine

enrol | ment shall not be required. Awards through this program
may be made to degree-seeking students enrolled for a nini num
of 6 credit hours who neet the general requirenents for

student eligibility as provided in this section. Students
enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nmay receive up to one-half of
t he maxi rum award; students enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours
may receive up to three-fourths of the maxi num award; and
students enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours may receive up
to the full award.

(a) A scholarship shall be awarded prior to the
certification or award of a federal famly education |oan or
federal direct |oan and shall be considered in the
certification or calculation of the student's |oan
eligibility.

(b) Students attending a Florida public technica
institute or independent vocational -technical school in order

to earn a certificate or diploma may qualify for tuition
schol arships for the cost of tuition, not to exceed the

average tuition per credit hour calcul ated by the departnent

for the state universities. Students pursuing certificates or

di pl omas at Florida public or private technical institutes or

school s nust enroll in prograns of study which are at | east

900 cl ock hours in | ength mandatory—fees—antd—up—to—$156-per
serester—for—a—book—attowance. Awards t hrough this program nay

be made to students enrolled for a minimmof 6 credit hours,

or the equivalent in clock hours,in a job preparatory

vocati onal program who neet the general requirenents for
student eligibility as provided in this section. Students
enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours, or the equivalent in clock

hours, nay receive up to one-half of the maxi num award;
16
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students enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours, or the equival ent

in clock hours,may receive up to three-fourths of the naxi num

award; and students enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours, or
the equivalent in clock hours, may receive up to the ful

awar d.

(4) Students may renew a scholarship for their
sophonore, junior, and senior years of undergraduate study. To
do so, the student nust:

(a) Maintain at least a 2.5 36 cunul ative grade point
average on a 4.0 scale in courses attenpted.

(b) Be nmking satisfactory academ c progress if
classified as a certificate-seeking or diplonma-seeking

st udent .

(c) Have used, within a maxi mum period of 7 5 years
fromthe date of high school graduation, |ess than the naxi num
nunber of senesters of eligibility as determ ned by the

departnment. Fhe—departrent—ray—waive—this—paragraph—for
I I I I . " L
extraor-tifary—haraship—

Renewal eligibility shall be deternmined at the end of the

second senester or third quarter of each subsequent regul ar

academ ¢ year of postsecondary participation. A student who

fails to attain a 2.5 cunul ati ve grade poi nt average at any

time while attending a postsecondary institution nay have

eligibility restored upon attaining a cumul ative grade point

average of 2.5 or above during the eligibility period. No

student shall be eligible for nore than one reinstatenent of

eligibility.

(5) A student planning to attend an eligible
post secondary institution nust conply with any application
17
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requi renments established by the departnent iaAst+tut+oen. Upon
verifying that the student neets eligibility criteria
established in this section, the eligible institution shal
submt to the departnent a request for the appropriate |evel
of paynent; however, the departnent may transnit a portion of

the funds to the institution prior to registration. The

departnent shall establish the necessary data to be reported
and a date by which such requests for paynent are due each
senester. Late requests shall be honored by the departnent to
the extent that funds are available after all tinely requests
have been funded.

(6) The departnent shall adopt rules as necessary to
i mpl erent and admi ni ster the Florida Postsecondary Tuition
Program

(7) Each institution that receives noneys through this

program shall cause to be prepared an annual report that

i ncl udes an i ndependent external audit or an audit prepared by

the Ofice of the Auditor General. The report nust include an

audit of the institution's adnministration of the programand a

conpl ete accounting of the noneys for the program This

report nust be submitted to the Departnent of Education

annually on or before March 1. The departnent nmay conduct its

own annual audit of an institution's adm nistration of the

program and nmay request a refund of any noneys overpaid to the

institution for the program The departnent may suspend or

revoke an institution's eligibility to receive future noneys

for the programif the departnent finds that an institution

has not conplied with this section. An institution nust renit

within 60 days any refund requested in accordance with this

subsecti on.
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(8) 7 The program shall be inplenmented to the extent
aut hori zed annually in the General Appropriations Act. |If
funds are insufficient to provide the full anount of
schol arshi ps authorized in this section to each eligible
applicant, the departnment nay prorate avail able funds and nake
a partial award to each eligible applicant.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
240.404, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol |l owi ng:

1. Acceptance at a state university or comunity
col l ege; a nursing diplonma school approved by the Florida
Board of Nursing; a Florida college, university, or community
coll ege which is accredited by a nenber of the Conmi ssion on
Recogni tion of Postsecondary Accreditation; any Florida
institution the credits of which are acceptable for transfer
to state universities; any area technical center; or any
private vocational -technical institution accredited by a
nmenber of the Conmi ssion on Recognition of Postsecondary
Accreditation.

2. Participation in the college-level conmunication
and conputation skills testing program This requirenent is
limted to students seeking associate's or bachel or's degrees.

3. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.402, s. 240.4021, s. 240.4024,s. 240.4085, s.

240. 409, s. 240.4093, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.
240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
19
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Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to
obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane
manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240.1201 and rules of the State Board of Education

4., Conpliance with Sel ective Service System
registration requirenents pursuant to s. 240.4045.

5. Submi ssion of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.

Rk S R R Rk kR IRk S b R R

HOUSE SUMVARY

Provides for funding of the Florida Postsecondary Tuition
Program the Florida Undergraduate Scholars' Program and
t he"Vocational Gold Seal Enhdorsenent Schol arshi p”Program
fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund. yth =
respect to the schol arship prograns, revises eligibility,
renewal , and reinstatenent requirenents. RevisesS
provisions relating to anpunt of awards. Revises
Erov!5|ons relating to eligibility for award of the

| orida gold seal Vvocational endorsenent.
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