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Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 546
By Senator Dyer

14-226-98
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; requiring the
Departnent of Education to adopt a statew de
uni form dress code policy for public schoo
students; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Legislative findings.--The Legislature

finds that:
(1) The children of this state are entitled to an

ef fective public school education

(2) Students attending, and staff working in, public

schools in this state are constitutionally guaranteed a safe

and secure school environnent. The safety of that environnent

is dimnished by the ever-present threat of violence in

soci ety which perneates the schools.

(3) Gang-rel ated apparel, which is a reflection of the

violence in society, poses a threat to the school environnent.

(4) Instructing teachers and administrators on the

subtl eties of identifying the constantly changi ng aspects of

gang regalia and gang affiliation takes an increasi hg anount

of tine away fromthe education of children in this state.

(5) Weapons, including firearnms and kni ves, which have

becone commonpl ace on school canpuses, nay be conceal ed by

students under oversize or loose clothing or in |arge bags.

(6) The adoption of a statew de uniformdress code

policy is a reasonable step in the protection of students and

educators. A uniformdress code policy would all eviate nmany

of the problens associated with the wearing of gang-rel ated

apparel on school prem ses.
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(7) The adoption of a statew de uniformdress code

policy would authorize district school boards to establish and

mai ntain an effective | earning environnent that keeps the

focus of the classroomon education, not personal safety.

(8) Many educators believe that school dress

significantly influences student behavior. Schools that

require students to wear a certain uniformwhile on schoo

prem ses have experienced a general collegial feeling,

i ncreased school pride, and i nproved student behavior in and

out of the classroom

Section 2. The Departnent of Education shall adopt a

reasonabl e dress code policy with statew de application which

requires each public school student in this state to wear a

school uniform |nplenentation of the school uniformpolicy

shall begin on the first day of the 1998-1999 school year

The policy nust permt any student who participates in a

nationally recogni zed youth organi zation to wear the

organi zation's uni formon days on which the organi zati on has a

schedul ed neeti ng.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires the Departnent of Education to adopt a statew de
uni form dr ess code EOIICX or public school _students

begi nning with the 1998-1999 school year. _The Pollcy
must al | ow st udents who are menbers of nationa

recogni zed yout h organi zati ons to_ wear organlzatlon

uni forns on” days whén those organi zati ons neet.
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