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By Representative Cosgrove

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to uninsured notor vehicles;

3 anmending s. 324.202, F.S.; revising provisions

4 relating to seizure of license plates of

5 certain vehicles by recovery agents; providing

6 for statew de operation of the program

7 del eting obsol ete provisions; requiring the

8 Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles

9 to provide access to current data; creating a

10 revolving fund for advance payment of certain

11 fees; providing limted immunity fromliability
12 for recovery agents who rely on current

13 information; providing an effective date

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16

17 Section 1. Section 324.202, Florida Statutes, is
18 | anended to read:

19 324.202 Seizure of notor vehicle license plates by
20 | recovery agents. --

21 (1) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

22 | Vehicles shall inplenent a program pirtoet—project—inBroward
23 , , , _ . A~ , y
24 | ef+eetiveness—of using recovery agents for the seizure of
25

26

27

28

29

30

31 | projeect—Li censed recovery agents and recovery agenci es as
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described in s. 493.6101(20) and (21) may seize license plates
of notor vehicles whose registrati ons have been suspended
pursuant to s. 316.646 or s. 627.733 in such counties upon
conpliance with this section and rules of the Departnent of
H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehi cl es.

(2) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shal |

(a) Provide a procedure for the paynent of fees to
recovery agents or recovery agencies who seize license plates
pursuant to this section. This procedure shall include the
devel opnent and distribution of forns and nont hly renewal
notices, including the nane and nost current address avail abl e
to the departnent of persons not in conpliance with s. 316. 646
or s. 627.733, which shall be used by the seizing recovery
agent or recovery agency to transnmt the seized license plate
to the local |aw enforcenent agency pursuant to s. 324.201

(b) Provide a nethod for the paynent of the fee in s.
627.733(7) to the recovery agent or recovery agency seizing
the license plate pursuant to this section. The requirenents
with respect to paynent nust provide that when the owner or
operator whose driver's |icense has been suspended under s.
316.646 or s. 627.733 pays the reinstatenent fee to the
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles, the
departnent shall pay the recovery agent.

(c) Provide a neans by which a recovery agent may

obtain a list, current as of 5:00 p.m of each busi ness day,

showing all license plates subject to seizure under this

section, and shall provide secure access to such list by

on-demand fax, |Internet access, and ot her neans designed to

enabl e a recovery agent to obtain current infornation
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(d) Establish a revolving fund for advance paynment of

fees under paragraph (b). A recovery agent shall be all owed

to draw fromthe fund, immediately after seizing a |license

pl ate, an anount equal to 50 percent of the amount the

recovery agent woul d have recei ved under paragraph (b) for

seizing the license plate, in lieu of receiving the ful

anmount under paragraph (b). Upon reinstatenent of the

registration, the full anpbunt that the recovery agent would

have been entitled to under paragraph (b) shall be deposited

in the revol ving fund.

(3) A recovery agent who seizes a |license plate as

provided in this section and who relies on a current list of

license plates as provided in paragraph (c) is i mune from

civil liability for any act or omi ssion taken in the

perfornmance of such duties and responsibilities, provided the

recovery agent was in full conpliance with this section and

any rul es adopted under this section
Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Changes froma pilot project in Broward, Dade, and
Hi | | Sbor ough Counties_ to statew de aPpllcatlon t he use of
recovery agents to seize Ilcense pl ates of notor vehicles
whose regi Strations have been suspended. Provides for a
|[ist of Seizable |icense plates and access to the |ist,
for a revplylng fund for fees payable to recovery agent s,
and for limte |nnun|tY fromcivil Ilablllty fo
recovery agents. See bill for detal
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