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SB 660 First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; providing that
stat e-funded education and care prograns for
infants and toddl ers nust foster brain
devel opnent; encouraging fanmly daycare centers
to conply with specified requirenents;
requiring an evaluation and a report; providing
an effective date.

VWHEREAS, at birth, a child has one hundred billion
brain cells that will be devel oped by the experiences of life,
and

WHEREAS, the stinulation that causes brain devel opnent
can be positive, such as conversation, nusic, and parental
| ove, or it can be negative, such as neglect or enotional and
physi cal abuse, and

WHEREAS, during the first year of a child' s life the
connections between the cells, the synapses, increase
twenty-fold, making the first year a crucial tinme for brain
devel opnent, and

WHEREAS, infants devel op synapses when they listen to
| anguage and nusic, see colors and shapes, and feel and handl e
obj ects of different sizes, shapes, and textures, and

VWHEREAS, there is no other tine in achild s life as
productive for brain devel opnent as the first year, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Each state-funded educati on and care

programfor children frombirth to 5 years of age nust provide
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activities to foster brain devel opnent in infants and

toddl ers. A program nust provide an environnent rich in

| anguage and nusic and filled with objects of various colors,

shapes, textures, and sizes to stinmulate visual, tactile,

auditory, and linguistic senses in the children and nust

include classical music and at least 30 minutes of reading to

the children each day. A program may be offered through an

existing early chil dhood program such as Healthy Start, the

Title | program contracted or directly operated subsidized

child care, the prekindergarten early-intervention program

Florida First Start, the Head Start program or a private

childcare program A program nust provide training for the

infants' and toddl ers' parents including direct dialogue and

i nteraction between teachers and parents denonstrating the

urgency of brain developnent in the first year of a child's

life. Fanily daycare centers are encouraged, but not required,

to conply with this section

Section 2. The Executive Ofice of the Governor shal

contract for an evaluation of prograns to stinulate brain

devel opnent in infants and toddl ers and shall report the

results of the evaluation to the President of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1,
2000.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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