Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 691
By Representative Bainter

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pari-nutuel wagering;

3 anendi ng s. 550.01215, F.S.; revising | anguage
4 wWith respect to license applications to

5 aut hori ze thoroughbred permthol ders to el ect
6 to receive or rebroadcast out-of-state races

7 after a certain tine of day; providing a

8 different date of the year for the issuance of
9 | icenses for thoroughbred racing; deleting

10 obsol et e | anguage; anending s. 550.0951, F.S.
11 prohibiting the application of an admi ssion tax
12 on free passes or conplinentary cards; anendi ng
13 s. 550.5251, F.S.; deleting atine linmtation
14 wWith respect to the recei pt and rebroadcast of
15 out-of -state races; anending s. 550.6305, F.S.
16 providing a procedure for the correct paynent
17 of nobney due by a guest track or a host track
18 when one track is in default; providing for

19 venue when litigation is required to resolve a
20 di spute; providing for attorney's fees and
21 costs; anmending s. 550.2633, F.S., relating to
22 certain funds escheated to the state; deleting
23 obsol ete | anguage; repealing s. 550.2425, F.S.
24 relating to a racing | aboratory at horse
25 racetrack facilities; repealing s. 550.655,
26 F.S., relating to backside nedical and health
27 benefits; repealing s. 550.2625(2)(a), F.S.
28 relating to noneys withheld fromthe takeout of
29 t hor oughbred horse race neets; repealing s.
30 550.615(11), F.S., relating to certain
31 t hor oughbred pernithol ders conducti ng
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per fornmances begi nning May 23 and endi ng
January 2; anending s. 550.3551, F.S.
correcting a cross reference; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 550.01215, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

550. 01215 License application; periods of operation
bond, conversion of pernmt.--

(1) Each pernithol der shall annually, during the
peri od between Decenber 15 and January 4, file in witing with
the division its application for a license to conduct
performances during the next state fiscal year. Each
application shall specify the nunber, dates, and starting
times of all performances which the pernitholder intends to
conduct. It shall also specify which performances will be
conducted as charity or schol arship performances. |In addition
each application for a license shall include, for each
perm t hol der which elects to operate a cardroom the dates and
peri ods of operation the permtholder intends to operate the
cardroom or, for each thoroughbred permthol der which elects
to receive or rebroadcast out-of-state races after between—the
hotrs—of- 7 p.m and—310—p—m-, the dates for all performances
whi ch the pernitholder intends to conduct. Pernithol ders shal

be entitled to anend their applications through February 28.
(2) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this
chapter, any pernitholder |ocated as specified in s.
550. 615(6) may, between August 1, 1996, and August 15, 1996,
nmake a one-tine request to the division and shall be granted a
2
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reduction in its authorized performances conducted during the
1996- 1997 state fiscal year not to exceed 15 performances. In
t he absence of a request by a pernithol der between August 1
1996, and August 15, 1996, the division shall have the
authority to reduce a pernithol der's authorized perfornmances
conducted during the 1996-1997 state fiscal year pursuant to a
court order issued prior to January 1, 1997.

(3){t4)r After the first license has been issued to a
perm thol der, all subsequent annual applications for a license

shal | be acconpani ed by proof, in such formas the division

may by rule require, that the pernitholder continues to

possess the qualifications prescribed by this chapter, and

that the pernit has not been disapproved at a later election
(4) 5r Except as provided in s. 550.5251 for

t hor oughbred racing,the division shall issue each |license no

| ater than March 15. Each pernithol der shall operate al
perfornances at the date and tine specified on its |license.
The division shall have the authority to approve m nor changes
in racing dates after a license has been issued. The division
nmay approve changes in racing dates after a |icense has been
i ssued when there is no objection fromany operating

3
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perm thol der located within 50 niles of the permithol der
requesting the changes in operating dates. 1In the event of an
obj ection, the division shall approve or disapprove the change
in operating dates based upon the inpact on operating

perm thol ders located within 50 nmiles of the pernitholder
requesting the change in operating dates. In naking the

determ nation to change racing dates, the division shall take
into consideration the inpact of such changes on state
revenues.

(5)¢6) In the event that a permitholder fails to
operate all perfornmances specified on its license at the date
and tinme specified, the division shall hold a hearing to
determ ne whether to fine or suspend the pernmithol der's
| i cense, unless such failure was the direct result of fire,
strike, war, or other disaster or event beyond the ability of
the pernmitholder to control. Financial hardship to the
perm thol der shall not, in and of itself, constitute just
cause for failure to operate all perfornmances on the dates and
at the tines specified.

(6) A In the event that performances |icensed to be
operated by a permthol der are vacated, abandoned, or w |l not
be used for any reason, any pernitholder shall be entitled,
pursuant to rul es adopted by the division, to apply to conduct
perfornances on the dates for which the perfornmances have been
abandoned. The division shall issue an anended |icense for
all such repl acenent performances which have been requested in
conpliance with the provisions of this chapter and division
rul es.

(7)8)y In addition to the conduct of pari-nutue
wageri ng and cardroom operations conducted pursuant to s.

849. 086, any pernitted facility may be used for the conduct of
4
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concerts, trade shows, expositions, conventions, flea narkets,
charitabl e events, and sinmilar activities, subject to any
| ocal ordinance.

(8) t9t=a)r Any pernmit which was converted froma jai
alai permt to a greyhound permt may be converted to a jai
alai permt at any tine if the permthol der never conducted
greyhound racing or if the permthol der has not conducted
greyhound racing for a period of 12 consecutive nonths.

© 00 N o O WDN P
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15 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 550.0951, Florida
16 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

17 550. 0951 Paynent of daily license fee and taxes. --

18 (2) ADM SSI ON TAX. - -

19 (a) An admission tax equal to 15 percent of the

20 | admi ssion charge for entrance to the permitholder's facility
21| and grandstand area, or 10 cents, whichever is greater, is

22 | i nposed on each person attendi ng a horserace, dograce, or jai
23| alai gane. The pernithol der shall be responsible for

24 | collecting the adm ssion tax.

25 (b) No adnission tax under this chapter or chapter 212
26 | shall be inposed on any free passes or conplinentary cards

27 | i ssued to persons for which there is no cost to the person for
28 | adni ssion to pari-nutuel events.Ar—atm-sston—tax—is—i+nposed
29 | en—any—free—passes—or—conpHrentarycards—i+ssued—to—guests—by
30 | perwithotders—in—an—anpunt—egual—to—the—tax—inposed—-on—the

31
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1 | regutar—and—usuvat—adm-sston—charge—for—entrance—to—the

2 | permthotder—s—facitty—and—grandstantd—area—

3 (c) A permtholder may al so i ssue tax-free passes to

4] its officers, officials, and enpl oyees or other persons

5| actually engaged in working at the racetrack, including

6 | accredited press representatives such as reporters and

7| editors, and nmay al so issue tax-free passes to other

8| permitholders for the use of their officers and officials.

9| The permtholder shall file with the division a |ist of al

10 | persons to whomtax-free passes are issued under this

11 | paragraph.

12 Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 550.5251, Florida
13| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

14 550. 5251 Florida thoroughbred racing; certain pernits;
15 | operating days. --

16 (4) A thoroughbred racing permthol der may not begin
17 | any race later than 7 p.m However, any thoroughbred

18 | permitholder in a county in which the authority for cardroons
19 | has been approved by the board of county comr ssioners nay
20| el ect not to operate a cardroom when conducting |live races
21| during its current race neet and instead to receive and
22 | rebroadcast out-of-state races between—thehours—of—7Fp—m—and
23 | ¥6—p+~mon any day during which the permthol der conducts live
24 | races. However, such pernitholder may not engage in both
25 | operating a cardroom and receiving or rebroadcasting
26 | out-of-state races after 7 p.m Permthol ders shall be
27 | required to el ect between either operating a cardroom or
28 | engaging in sinulcasting after 7 p.m at the tine of
29 | submitting its application for its annual |icense pursuant to
30| this section s—556-01215.
31
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1 Section 4. Subsection (12) is added to section

2| 550.6305, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, to read:

3 550. 6305 Intertrack wagering; guest track paynents;

4 | accounting rules.--

5 (12) If either a guest track fails to nake correct

6 | paynent of nobney due to the host track by 3 p.m Friday of

7 | each week for intertrack and interstate wagers taken at the

8 | guest track for the precedi ng Wednesday t hrough Tuesday, or

9] the host track fails to make correct paynent of npbney due to
10| the guest track by 3 p.m Friday of each week for intertrack
11 ) and interstate wagers taken at the host track, the nonpaying
12 | track shall be in default. The nondefaulting track nay notify
13| the defaulting track by facsinile or express service, or any
14 | other nanner that a receipt is provided, that the track is in
15| default and, unl ess paynent is nade by wire transfer within 48
16 | hours of such notice, interest shall accrue at the rate of 12
17 | percent per annumuntil paid. In the event litigation is

18 | required to coll ect such noneys due, venue shall be in the

19 | county where the nondefaulting track is | ocated, and the

20| prevailing party shall be entitled to attorney's fees and

21| costs, including on appeal

22 Section 5. Subsections (1), (3), (4), and (5) of

23 | section 550.2633, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

24 550. 2633 Horseracing; distribution of abandoned

25| interest in or contributions to pari-nutuel pools.--

26 (1) Exeept—as—rprovidetd—in—subseeton—~{(3)-A | noneys
27 | or other property represented by any unclai ned, uncashed, or
28 | abandoned pari-nutuel ticket which has renmained in the custody
29 | of or under the control of any horseracing pernithol der

30 | authorized to conduct pari-nmutuel pools in this state for a
31| period of 1 year after the date the pari-nutuel ticket was
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i ssued, when the rightful owner or owners thereof have made no
cl ai mor demand for such noney or other property wthin that
period, is hereby declared to have escheated to or to escheat

to, and to have becone the property of, the state.

(3) £5) Uncashed tickets and breaks on live racing

conduct ed by thoroughbred pernithol ders shall be retained by
t he pernithol der conducting the |live race.

Section 6. Sections 550.2425 and 550. 655, Florida
Statutes, are hereby repeal ed

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
550. 2625, Florida Statutes, is repealed effective July 1,
1998, and shall be reviewed by the Legislature prior to that

dat e.

Section 8. Subsection (11) of section 550.615, Florida
Statutes, as created by chapter 96-368, Laws of Florida, is

repeal ed effective July 1, 1998, and shall be reviewed by the

Legislature prior to that date.
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Section 9. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
550. 3551, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to
read:

550. 3551 Transmi ssion of racing and jai alai
i nformation; commi ngling of pari-nutuel pools.--

(3) Any horse track licensed under this chapter may
recei ve broadcasts of horseraces conducted at ot her horse
racetracks located outside this state at the racetrack
encl osure of the licensee during its racing neet.

(c) Al forns of pari-nmutuel wagering are allowed on
races broadcast under this section, and all noney wagered by
patrons on such races shall be conputed as part of the total
anount of noney wagered at each racing perfornance for
pur poses of taxation under ss. 550.0951, 550.09512, and
550. 09515. Section 550.2625(2)(a);and (b);—anrd—~(e)does not
apply to any noney wagered on races broadcast under this
section. Simlarly, the takeout shall be increased by breaks
and uncashed tickets for wagers on races broadcast under this
section, notw thstanding any contrary provision of this
chapter.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY
3
Revi ses various provisions of |aw governing pari-nutuel
4 wagering to: ) i
1. Authorize thoroughbred horse race pernithol ders
5 to elect to receive or rebroadcast out-of-state races
after 7 p.m ] ]
6 2. Provide that described thoroughbred |icenses do
not have to be issued by March 15 of each year. |
7 3. Provide that no adm ssion tax shall be inposed
on any free passes or conplinentary cards,
8 4. Revise |anguage With respect to intertrack
wagering to provide a procedure for the correct paynent
9 of "noney due b¥ a guest track or a host track when’ one
track is in detault, to provide for venue when litigation
10 is {eqU|red, and to provide for attorney's fees and
costs.
11 5. Repeal obsol ete | anguage. ] ]
6. Delete provisions of law relating to a racing
12 | aboratory at horse racetrack facilities, backside
nmedi cal and health facilities, described funds escheated
13 to the state, described noneys withheld fromthe takeout
of thoroughbred horse race neetings, and perfornmances
14 hel d by cértain thoroughbred pernithol ders.
15 . .
See bill for details.
16
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