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Fl ori da Senate - 1998 SB 706

By Senator Sullivan

22-610A-98 See CS/HB 1797
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; anending s.
232.246, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
hi gh school graduation credit requirenents;
providing for early graduation; anending s.
236.081, F.S., relating to funds for operation
of schools; providing for cal cul ati on of
full-tinme equival ent student nenbership for
students who graduate early; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1), (4), and (9) of section
232.246, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduation. - -

(1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of
ei t her a—wintmumof 24 acadenmic credits in grades 9 through 12
or an International Baccal aureate curriculum Upon neeting

either of these requirenents, a student may request a di pl oma

pursuant to this section and shall be awarded the di pl oma upon

such request. |n order to receive the requested dipl om, the

student nust provide notice to the district school board on or

before July 1 i mediately preceding the senester in which the

graduation requirenents woul d be conpl eted. The provisions of

this section shall not preclude a student who chooses not to

request a diploma fromrenmmining in school through the 12th

grade and accunul ating additional credits. The 24 credits

shall be distributed as foll ows:
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(a) Four credits in English, with najor concentration
in conposition and literature.

(b) Three credits in mathematics. Effective for
students entering the 9th grade in the 1997-1998 school year
and thereafter, one of these credits nust be Algebra I, a
series of courses equivalent to Algebra |, or a higher-Ilevel
mat hemati cs cour se.

(c) Three credits in science, two of which nust have a
| aboratory conponent. The State Board of Education may grant
an annual waiver of the |aboratory requirenent to a schoo
district that certifies that its |laboratory facilities are
i nadequat e, provided the district subnits a capital outlay
plan to provide adequate facilities and nmakes the funding of
this plan a priority of the school board.

(d) One credit in Anerican history.

(e) ©One credit in world history, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all major political systens.

(f) One-half credit in econonics, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all mmjor economc systens. The Florida Council on Economc
Education shall provide technical assistance to the departnent
and | ocal school boards in developing curriculummaterials for
t he study of economi cs.

(g) One-half credit in American governnent, including
study of the Constitution of the United States. For students
entering the 9th grade in the 1997-1998 school year and
thereafter, the study of Florida governnent, including study
of the State Constitution, the three branches of state
governnent, and nunici pal and county governnent, shall be
i ncluded as part of the required study of Anerican governnent.
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(h)1. ©One credit in practical arts career education or
expl oratory career education. Any vocational course as
defined in s. 228.041(22) may be taken to satisfy the high
school graduation requirenent for one credit in practical arts
or exploratory career education provided in this subparagraph

2. One credit in performng fine arts to be sel ected
fromnusic, dance, dramm, painting, or sculpture. A course in
any art form in addition to painting or scul pture, that
requi res manual dexterity, or a course in speech and debate,
may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirenent
for one credit in performng arts pursuant to this
subpar agr aph; or

3. One-half credit each in practical arts career
education or exploratory career education and perforning fine

arts, as defined in this paragraph

Such credit for practical arts career education or exploratory
career education or for performng fine arts shall be nade
available in the 9th grade, and students shall be schedul ed
into a 9th grade course as a priority.

(i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to
i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,
nutrition, prevention of human i munodeficiency virus
i nfection and acquired i mune deficiency syndronme and ot her
sexual |y transm ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence
and consequences of teenage pregnancy, infornmation and
i nstruction on breast cancer detection and breast
sel f -exam nation, cardiopul nonary resuscitation, drug
education, and the hazards of snoking. Such credit shall be
given for a course to be taken by all students in either the
9th or 10th grade.
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(j) ©One-half credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inmprovenent, and mmi ntenance of personal fitness.
Participation in an interschol astic sport—whether at the
freshmanj uni or varsitys;or varsity level, for tw & ful

seasons seasofnt, shall satisfy the one-half credit requirenent
in physical education if the student passes a conpetency test

on personal fitness with a score of "C' or better. A schoo

board nay not require that the one-half credit in physica

educati on be taken during the 9th grade year

(k) Nine elective credits.

School boards nmay award a maxi num of one-half credit in social
studi es and one-half elective credit for student conpletion of
nonpai d voluntary community or school service work. Students
choosing this option nust conplete a mni numof 75 hours of
service in order to earn the one-half credit in either
category of instruction. Credit nmay not be earned for service
provided as a result of court action. School boards that
approve the award of credit for student vol unteer service
shal | devel op guidelines regarding the award of the credit,
and school principals are responsible for approving specific
vol unteer activities. A course designated in the Course Code
Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 which is taken bel ow the
9th grade may be used to satisfy high school graduation
requi renments or Florida Acadenic Scholar's Certificate Program
requirements as specified in a district's pupil progression
pl an.

(4)(a) A district school board may require specific
courses and prograns of study within the mnar-ramcredit
requi rements for high school graduation and shall nodify basic
courses, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the
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opportunity to nmeet the graduation requirenents for a standard
di pl oma, using one of the foll owi ng strategies:

1. Assignnent of the exceptional student to an
exceptional education class for instruction in a basic course
with the sane student performance standards as those required
of nonexceptional students in the district pupil progression
pl an; or

2. Assignnent of the exceptional student to a basic
education class for instruction which is nodified to
accommpdat e the student's exceptionality.

(b) The district shall determ ne which of these
strategies to enpl oy based upon an assessnent of the student's
needs and shall reflect this decision in the student's
i ndi vi dual educational plan

(c) District school boards are authorized and
encouraged to establish a grade point average requirenent
reguirerents for high school graduation in excess of the
m ni mum r equi r ement regdirerents; however, an increase in the
academe—e+redi-t—or nmi ni num grade poi nt average requirenent
reguirerents shall not apply to those students enrolled in
grades 9 through 12 at the tine the district school board
i ncreases the requirenent regurenrents.

(9) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed in

subsections (1), (4), and (5) shall be awarded a standard
diploma in a formprescribed by the state board. A schoo
board nmay attach the Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent
to a standard di ploma or, instead of the standard dipl onm,
award differentiated di pl onas to those exceedi ng the
prescribed requirenents sintrs. A student who conpl etes the

warm nunber of credits and other requirenents prescribed by
subsections (1) and (4), but who is unable to neet the
5
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st andards of paragraph (5)(a), paragraph (5)(b), or paragraph
(5)(c), shall be awarded a certificate of conpletion in a form
prescribed by the state board. However, any student who is
otherwise entitled to a certificate of conpletion may elect to
remain in the secondary school either as a full-tine student
or a part-tine student for up to 1 additional year and receive
special instruction designed to renedy his or her identified
deficiencies. This special instruction shall be funded from
the state conpensatory education funds of the district.

Section 2. Paragraph (qgq) is added to subsection (1) of
section 236.081, Florida Statutes, to read:

236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
all ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - - The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in
determ ning the annual allocation to each district for
operati on:

(q) Calculation of full-tinme equival ent student

nenbership for students who graduate early.--Public schools

shal | assist any student who is acadenically qualified and

notivated to graduate early from high school. Additiona

full-tinme equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated

for each student who graduates early. A value of 0.25

full-tinme equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated

for the senester subsequent to the student's graduation for

each student who graduates at the end of the first senester of

12th grade. A value of 0.50 full-tinme equival ent student
6
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1| menbership shall be cal culated for the school year subsequent

2] to the student's graduation for each student who graduates at

3| the end of 11th grade. The additional full-tine equival ent

4 | student nenbership shall be added to the school district's

5| full-tinme equival ent student nenbership and funded as regul ar

6] full-tinme equival ent students.

7 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1 of the

8 | year in which enacted.
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11 LEGQ SLATI VE SUMVARY

12 Provides for a student to be awarded a hi gh school ]
di pl oma upon successfully conpleting 24 academ c credits

13 or an International Baccalaureate curriculum Requires
that a student notify the school board on or before July

14 1 imediately preceding the senester in whjich the
requirenents"w || be conpleted. Provides that a student

15 may renain in school to earn additional credits. Revises
t he physical education requirenents for high schoo

16 graduation. Authorizes a school board to increase the
grade poi nt requirenent for high school graduation

17 rovides for calculating the full-tinme equival ent student
menbership for students who graduate early, Provides for

18 fundi ng school districts for such nenbership.
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