CS for CS for SB 760 Second Engr ossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent;

3 anending s. 14.2015, F.S.; revising the

4 reporting requirenents of the Ofice of

5 Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent

6 relating to pernits and rul es; authorizing the

7 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

8 Devel opnent to coordi nate establishnent of a

9 one-stop pernmit registry; anmending s. 212.08,
10 F.S.; exenpting certain property based in
11 enterprise zones fromthe sal es tax under
12 certain circunstances; anending s. 212.096,
13 F.S.; expanding enterprise zone sales tax
14 credit to JTPA or WAGES Program partici pants
15 not residing in an enterprise zone; requiring
16 docunent ati on; anendi ng ss. 212.097 and
17 212.098, F.S.; clarifying the definition of a
18 "new busi ness" under the Urban H gh-Crine Area
19 Job Tax Credit Program and the Rural Job Tax
20 Credit Program providing that certain cal
21 centers or simlar custoner service operations
22 are eligible businesses under these prograns;
23 providing that certain retail businesses are
24 el i gi bl e busi nesses under the Urban Hi gh-Crine
25 Area Job Tax Credit Program anending s.
26 220.03, F.S.; expanding enterprise zone
27 corporate tax credit to JTPA or WAGES Program
28 participants not residing in an enterprise
29 zone; anending s. 220.181, F.S.; requiring
30 docunent ati on; anending s. 288.075, F.S.
31 replacing a reference to the Departnent of
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1 Conmerce with a reference to the Ofice of
2 Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent in the
3 definition of "econonic devel opnent agency"
4 under a provision relating to the
5 confidentiality of certain econom c devel opnent
6 i nformation; specifying that the prohibition
7 agai nst contracting with entities that have
8 requested confidentiality concerning certain
9 econom ¢ devel opnent informati on does not apply
10 to a public officer or enployee or an econonic
11 devel opnent agency enpl oyee acting in his or
12 her official capacity; anending s. 288. 095,
13 F.S.; establishing a cap on the total anount of
14 the state share of tax refunds which may be
15 approved for a single fiscal year under the tax
16 refund prograns for qualified defense
17 contractors, qualified target industry
18 busi nesses, and brownfield redevel opnent;
19 anending s. 288.1045, F.S.; conform ng the
20 limtation on the anpbunt of tax refunds
21 approved for paynent under the qualified
22 defense contractor tax refund programto the
23 anount appropriated by the Legislature for such
24 refunds; correcting references relating to
25 program admi ni stration; anending s. 288. 106,
26 F.S.; authorizing a reduced enpl oynent
27 t hreshol d for expandi ng businesses in certain
28 rural areas or enterprise zones under the tax
29 refund programfor qualified target industry
30 busi nesses; anending s. 288.1221, F.S.
31 conformng legislative intent on the tine
2
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1 period covered by a tourismpronotion nmarketing
2 plan to the tine period covered by the
3 mar keti ng plan prepared by the Florida
4 Commi ssi on on Tourismunder s. 288.1224, F.S.
5 anending s. 288.1222, F.S.; revising the
6 definition of "tourist" to clarify that the
7 termapplies to a person participating in trade
8 or recreation activities outside the county of
9 per manent residence; anmending s. 288.1223,
10 F.S.; elimnating an historical reference to
11 the first neeting of the Florida Comi ssion on
12 Tourism providing that the conmm ssi on shal
13 neet at |east quarterly; providing that the
14 conmi ssion shall elect a vice chairman
15 annual ly; providing | egislative findings and
16 intent on the potential econonic devel opnent
17 benefits of ecotourism authorizing the
18 Di vi sion of Recreation and Parks of the
19 Departnent of Environnental Protection, subject
20 to legislative appropriation, to establish an
21 ecotourismpronotion program providing for
22 eligible uses of funds under such program
23 aut hori zing funds to be used to award
24 ecotourismpronotion grants; prescribing grant
25 application procedures and eligible uses of
26 grant awards; anmending s. 479.261, F.S.
27 directing the Departnent of Transportation
28 subj ect to federal approval, to establish a
29 hi ghway sign programto recognize certain
30 heritage, historic, or scenic trails; anending
31 s. 288.90151, F.S.; revising the matching
3
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1 private funding requirenents for Enterprise

2 Florida, Inc.; providing for partial release of
3 funds placed in reserve under specified

4 ci rcunstances; anending s. 288.9618, F.S.

5 limting the anobunt of appropriations for the
6 m croenterprise programthat nmay be used for

7 adm ni strative expenses; creating s. 288.9958,
8 F.S.; establishing the PRIDE Job Pl acenent

9 I ncentive Program directing Enterprise
10 Florida, Inc., to exam ne the current and
11 potential econonic devel opnent contribution of
12 t he bi otechnol ogy industry and other health
13 technol ogy industries to this state; requiring
14 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to report to the
15 Legi sl ature on findings and reconmendati ons
16 providing for designation of an enterprise zone
17 t hat enconpasses a brownfield project under

18 certain circunstances; anending s. 370. 28,

19 F.S.; providing that a business |ocated in an
20 enterprise zone in a comunity inpacted by net
21 limtations is eligible for the maxi num sal es
22 tax exenption for building materials used in
23 the rehabilitation of real property in an
24 enterprise zone, for business property used in
25 an enterprise zone, and for electrical energy
26 used in an enterprise zone, and the nmaxi mum
27 enterprise zone property tax credit against the
28 corporate incone tax, if a specified percentage
29 of its enployees are residents of the
30 jurisdiction of the county, rather than of the
31 enterprise zone; requiring businesses eligible

4
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1 to receive certain tax credits to apply for

2 such credits by a tine certain; anmendi ng s.

3 414.25, F.S.; extending the expiration date;

4 requiring Enterprise Florida, Inc., to devel op

5 a strategic plan designed to help Florida

6 capitalize on economic opportunities with the

7 Cari bbean and South Africa; requiring

8 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to develop a master

9 plan for integrating international trade and
10 reverse investnent resources; prescribing
11 procedures, content, and a subm ssion deadline
12 related to such plan; requiring Enterprise
13 Florida, Inc., in conjunction with the Ofice
14 of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent, to
15 prepare a plan to pronote foreign direct
16 investnent in Florida; prescribing procedures,
17 content, and a subnission deadline related to
18 such plan; requiring Enterprise Florida, Inc.
19 to develop a strategic plan that will allow
20 Florida to capitalize on the econonic
21 opportunities associated with a post-enbargo
22 Cuba; anending s. 14.2015, F.S.; relating to
23 t he di sbursenent of certain funds by the Ofice
24 of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent;
25 requiring reports; anending s. 15.18, F.S.
26 providing for coordination of internationa
27 activities of the Departnent of State; anending
28 s. 55.604, F.S.; requiring foreign judgnents to
29 be filed with the Secretary of State; anendi ng
30 s. 55.605, F.S.; requiring the Secretary of
31 State to create and naintain a specified |ist

5
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1 relative to foreign noney judgnments; anending

2 s. 15.18, F.S.; requiring the Secretary of

3 State to maintain lists relating to foreign

4 noney judgnents; creating s. 257.34, F. S

5 creating the Florida State Internationa

6 Archive; Providing requirenents for the

7 archive; providing for access to the archive

8 anending s. 288.8175, F.S.; authorizing |inkage

9 institutes to conpetitively apply for Targeted
10 Market Pilot Projects Grants; creating s.
11 288.9530, F.S.; providing for the creation of
12 the Florida Busi ness Expansi on Corporation to
13 provi de busi ness expansi on assi stance to
14 busi nesses in the state having job growh or
15 energi ng technol ogy potential; creating s.
16 288.9531, F.S.; providing for powers and duties
17 of the corporation; creating s. 288.9532, F.S.
18 and s. 288.9533, F.S.; creating the corporation
19 board of directors and providing for their
20 powers and duties; creating s. 288.9534, F.S.
21 providing that the corporation contracts with
22 an experienced managenent conpany to admi ni ster
23 and performthe duties of the corporation
24 creating s. 288.9535, F.S.; creating the
25 Fl ori da Busi ness Expansi on Account to receive
26 state, federal, and private financial resources
27 for the purpose of funding the objectives of
28 the corporation; creating s. 288.9536, F.S.
29 providing for the reporting and review
30 requi renents of the corporation; creating Part
31 IV of ch. 721; creating s. 721.96, F.S.

6
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1 providi ng a purpose for the comn ssioners of

2 deeds; creating s. 721.97, F.S.; authorizing

3 t he appoi ntnent of comn ssioners of deed;

4 providing authority; ratifying certain actions

5 of conmi ssioners of deeds; creating s. 721.98,

6 F.S.; limting powers of the Division of

7 Fl ori da Land Sal es, Condom ni uns, and Mobil e

8 Hones; anending s. 288.012, F.S., relating to

9 State of Florida foreign offices; directing
10 each office to report annually to the Ofice of
11 Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent on
12 activities and acconplishnents; prescribing the
13 contents of such reports; authorizing the
14 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
15 Devel opnent to contract with Enterprise
16 Florida, Inc., for the award of Inner Cty
17 Redevel opnent Assistance Grants; anending s
18 212.097, F.S.; relating to the Uban H gh-Crine
19 Job tax credit; permitting |legislative review
20 of the program providing for |ocal government
21 rei mbursement to the state under certain
22 ci rcunstances; providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 14.2015, Florida
27 | Statutes, is anended to read:
28 14.2015 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
29 | Devel opnent; creation; powers and duties. --
30 (6)(a) In order to inprove the state's regul atory
31| environnment, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
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Devel opnent shall consider the inpact of agency rules on
busi nesses, provide one-stop pernit information and

assi stance, and serve as an advocate for busi nesses,
particularly small businesses, in their dealings with state
agenci es.

(b) As used in this subsection, the term"permt"
neans any approval of an agency required as a condition of
operating a business in this state, including, but not limted
to, licenses and registrations.

(c) The office shall have powers and duties to:

1. Review proposed agency actions for inpacts on smal
busi nesses and offer alternatives to nitigate such inpacts, as
provided in s. 120. 54.

2. In consultation with the Governor's rul es
onbudsman, make reconmendati ons to agenci es on any existing
and proposed rules for alleviating unnecessary or
di sproportionate adverse effects to businesses.

3. Make recomendations to the Legislature and to
agencies for inproving permtting procedures affecting
busi ness activities in the state. By Cctober 1, 1997, and
annual ly thereafter as part of the report prepared pursuant to

paragraph (2)(e), the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economc
Devel opnent shal | submit—a report to the Legislature on
eontatning the fol |l ow ng:

a. An identification and description of nethods to

elimnate, consolidate, sinplify, or expedite permts.

b. An identification and description of those agency
rul es repeal ed or nodified during each cal endar year to
i mprove the regulatory climate for businesses operating in the
state.
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c. A recommendation for an operating plan and fundi ng
| evel for establishing an automated one-stop pernit registry
to provide the foll owi ng services:

(1) Access by conputer network to all pernmt
appl i cations and approval requirenments of each state agency.

(I'l) Assistance in the conpletion of such
applicati ons.

(I'1'1) Centralized collection of any pernit fees and
di stribution of such fees to agencies.

(1'V) Submi ssion of application data and circul ati on of
such data anpbng state agenci es by conputer networKk.

Subj ect to legislative appropriation, the Ofice of Tourism

Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent is authorized to coordi nate

the establishnent of such a one-stop pernmit registry,

including, but not linmted to, working with all appropriate

state agencies on the inplenentation of the operating plan.If

the—tegistature—estabtishes such a registry is established,

subsequent annual reports to the Legislature fromthe Ofice

of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent pursuant to this

par agr aph nust cover the status and performance of this
registry.

4. Serve as a clearinghouse for information on which
permits are required for a particular business and on the
respective application process, including criteria applied in
nmaki ng a determination on a pernit application. Each state
agency that requires a pernmit, license, or registration for a
busi ness shall submt to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Economni c Devel oprment by August 1 of each year a |list of the
types of businesses and professions that it regul ates and of

9
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each permt, license, or registration that it requires for a
type of business or profession.

5. Obtain infornmation and pernmit applications from
agenci es and provide such information and pernit applications
to the public.

6. Arrange, upon request, informal conferences between
a business and an agency to clarify regulatory requirenents or
standards or to identify and address problens in the pernit
revi ew process.

7. Determ ne, upon request, the status of a particular
permt application.

8. Receive conplaints and suggestions concerning
permtting policies and activities of governnental agencies
whi ch affect businesses.

(d) Use of the services authorized in this subsection
does not preclude a person or business fromdealing directly
wi th an agency.

(e) In carrying out its duties under this subsection
the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent nay
consult with state agency personnel appointed to serve as
econom ¢ devel opnent |iaisons under s. 288.021

(f) The office shall clearly represent that its
services are advisory, informational, and facilitative only.
Advi ce, information, and assistance rendered by the office
does not relieve any person or business fromthe obligation to
secure a required pernit. The office is not liable for any
consequences resulting fromthe failure to issue or to secure
a required pernit. However, an applicant who uses the services
of the office and who receives a witten statenent identifying
required state permts relating to a business activity may not
be assessed a penalty for failure to obtain a state pernit

10
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1| that was not identified, if the applicant subnmts an

2| application for each such permit within 60 days after witten
3| notification fromthe agency responsible for issuing the

4| permt.

5 Section 2. Paragraph (h) of subsection (5) of section
6| 212.08, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

7 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consunption, distribution
8 | and storage tax; specified exenptions.--The sale at retail

9] the rental, the use, the consunption, the distribution, and
10| the storage to be used or consuned in this state of the

11| followi ng are hereby specifically exenpt fromthe tax inposed
12 | by this chapter

13 (5) EXEMPTI ONS; ACCOUNT OF USE. - -

14 (h) Business property used in an enterprise zone. --
15 1. Beginning July 1, 1995, business property purchased
16 | for use by businesses located in an enterprise zone which is
17 | subsequently used in an enterprise zone shall be exenpt from
18 | the tax inposed by this chapter. This exenption inures to the
19 | business only through a refund of previously paid taxes. A
20 | refund shall be authorized upon an affirmative showi ng by the
21 | taxpayer to the satisfaction of the departnent that the
22 | requirenments of this paragraph have been net.
23 2. To receive a refund, the business nust file under
24 | oath with the governing body or enterprise zone devel opnent
25 | agency having jurisdiction over the enterprise zone where the
26 | business is located, as applicable, an application which
27 | i ncl udes:
28 a. The nanme and address of the business claining the
29 | refund.
30
31
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1 b. The identifying nunber assigned pursuant to s.

2] 290.0065 to the enterprise zone in which the business is

3| | ocat ed.

4 c. A specific description of the property for which a
5| refund is sought, including its serial nunber or other

6 | permanent identification nunber

7 d. The location of the property.

8 e. The sales invoice or other proof of purchase of the
9| property, showi ng the anbunt of sales tax paid, the date of

10 | purchase, and the nane and address of the sal es tax deal er

11| fromwhomthe property was purchased.

12 f. \Wether the business is a small business as defined
13| by s. 288.703(1).

14 g. |If applicable, the nane and address of each

15 | permanent enpl oyee of the business, including, for each

16 | enpl oyee who is a resident of an enterprise zone, the

17 | identifying nunber assigned pursuant to s. 290.0065 to the

18 | enterprise zone in which the enpl oyee resides.

19 3. Wthin 10 working days after receipt of an
20 | application, the governing body or enterprise zone devel opnent
21| agency shall review the application to deternmine if it
22 | contains all the information required pursuant to subparagraph
23| 2. and neets the criteria set out in this paragraph. The
24 | governi ng body or agency shall certify all applications that
25| contain the information required pursuant to subparagraph 2.
26 | and neet the criteria set out in this paragraph as eligible to
27 | receive a refund. If applicable, the governing body or agency
28 | shall also certify if 20 percent of the enployees of the
29 | business are residents of an enterprise zone, excluding
30| tenporary and part-tine enpl oyees. The certification shall be
31| in witing, and a copy of the certification shall be

12
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transnitted to the executive director of the Departnent of
Revenue. The business shall be responsible for forwarding a
certified application to the departnment within the tine
speci fied in subparagraph 4.

4. An application for a refund pursuant to this
par agraph nust be subnmitted to the departnent within 6 nonths
after the business property is purchased.

5. The provisions of s. 212.095 do not apply to any
refund application made pursuant to this paragraph. The anount
refunded on purchases of business property under this
par agraph shall be the | esser of 97 percent of the sales tax
pai d on such business property or $5,000, or, if no less than
20 percent of the enpl oyees of the business are residents of
an enterprise zone, excluding tenporary and part-tine
enpl oyees, the anobunt refunded on purchases of business
property under this paragraph shall be the | esser of 97
percent of the sales tax paid on such business property or
$10, 000. A refund approved pursuant to this paragraph shall be
made within 30 days of formal approval by the departnent of
the application for the refund. No refund shall be granted
under this paragraph unless the anbunt to be refunded exceeds
$100 in sales tax paid on purchases made within a 60-day tinme
peri od.

6. The departnent shall adopt rul es governing the
manner and form of refund applications and nay establish
guidelines as to the requisites for an affirmati ve show ng of
qgualification for exenption under this paragraph

7. |f the departnment determnines that the business
property is used outside an enterprise zone within 3 years
fromthe date of purchase, the anpbunt of taxes refunded to the
busi ness purchasi ng such busi ness property shall inmediately

13
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1| be due and payabl e to the departnent by the business, together
2| with the appropriate interest and penalty, conputed fromthe
3| date of purchase, in the manner provided by this chapter

4 | Notwi thstandi ng this subparagraph, business property used

5| exclusively in:

6 a. Licensed comercial fishing vessels,

7 b. Fishing guide boats, or

8 c. Ecotourismguide boats

9

10 | that leave and return to a fixed location within an area

11 | designated under s. 370.28 are eligible for the exenption

12 | provided under this paragraph if all requirenents of this

13 | paragraph are net. Such vessels and boats nust be owned by a
14 | business that is eligible to receive the exenption provided
15 | under this paragraph. This exenption does not apply to the
16 | purchase of a vessel or boat.

17 8. The departnent shall deduct an anobunt equal to 10
18 | percent of each refund granted under the provisions of this
19 | paragraph fromthe amount transferred into the Loca
20 | Governnent Hal f-cent Sales Tax Cearing Trust Fund pursuant to
21| s. 212.20 for the county area in which the business property
22| is located and shall transfer that anmount to the Genera
23 | Revenue Fund.
24 9. For the purposes of this exenption, "business
25 | property" neans new or used property defined as "recovery
26 | property" in s. 168(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954,
27 | as anended, except:
28 a. Property classified as 3-year property under s
291 168(c)(2)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as anended;
30
31
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1 b. Industrial machi nery and equi pnent as defined in

2 | sub-subparagraph (b)6.a. and eligible for exenption under

3 | paragraph (b); and

4 c. Building materials as defined in sub-subparagraph

51 (9g)8. a.

6 10. The provisions of this paragraph shall expire and

7 | be void on Decenber 31, 2005.

8 Section 3. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of

9 | subsection (3) of section 212.096, Florida Statutes, are

10 | anended to read:

11 212.096 Sales, rental, storage, use tax; enterprise

12 | zone jobs credit against sales tax.--

13 (1) For the purposes of the credit provided in this

14 | section:

15 (a) "Eligible business" neans any sol e proprietorship,

16 | firm partnership, corporation, bank, savings association

17 | estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syndicate, or other

18 | group or conbi nation, or successor business, located in an

19 | enterprise zone. An eligible business does not include any

20 | busi ness which has clained the credit pernitted under s.

21| 220. 181 for any new busi ness enpl oyee first begi nning

22 | enploynment with the business after July 1, 1995.

23 (b) "Mnth" neans either a calendar nonth or the tine

24 | period fromany day of any nonth to the correspondi ng day of

25| the next succeeding nonth or, if there is no correspondi ng day

26 | in the next succeeding nonth, the last day of the succeeding

27 | mont h.

28 (c) "New enpl oyee" neans a person residing in an

29 | enterprise zone, a qualified Job Training Partnership Act

30| classroomtraining participant, or a WAGES Program parti ci pant

31| who begins enploynent with an eligible business after July 1,
15
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1995, and who has not been previously enployed within the
preceding 12 nonths by the eligible business, or a successor
eligible business, claimng the credit allowed by this

secti on.

A person shall be deened to be enployed if the person perforns
duties in connection with the operations of the business on a
regular, full-tinme basis, provided the person is performng
such duties for an average of at |east 36 hours per week each
nonth, or a part-tinme basis, provided the person is perforning
such duties for an average of at |east 20 hours per week each
nmont h t hroughout the year. The person nust be perform ng such
duties at a business site located in the enterprise zone.

(3) In order to claimthis credit, an eligible
busi ness nust file under oath with the governing body or
enterprise zone devel opnent agency having jurisdiction over
the enterprise zone where the business is |ocated, as
appl i cabl e, a statenment which incl udes:

(a) For each new enpl oyee for whomthis credit is
cl ai red, the enployee's nane and pl ace of residence, including
the identifying nunber assigned pursuant to s. 290.0065 to the
enterprise zone in which the enployee resides if the new
enpl oyee is a person residing in an enterprise zone, and, if

appl i cabl e, docunentation that the enployee is a qualified Job

Training Partnership Act classroomtraining participant or a

WAGES Program partici pant.

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 212.097, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

212.097 Urban High-Crinme Area Job Tax Credit
Program - -

(2) As used in this section, the term

16
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1 (a) "Eligible business" neans any sol e proprietorship,

2| firm partnership, or corporation that is located in a

3|l qualified county and is predom nantly engaged in, or is

4 | headquarters for a business predoninantly engaged in,

5] activities usually provided for consideration by firns

6| classified within the followi ng standard industri al

7] classifications: SIC 01 through SIC 09 (agriculture,

8| forestry, and fishing); SIC 20 through SIC 39 (manufacturing);

9] SIC52 through SIC 57 and SIC 59 (retail);SIC 422 (public

10 | war ehousi ng and storage); SIC 70 (hotels and ot her | odging

11| places); SIC 7391 (research and devel opnent); SIC 7992 (public

12 | golf courses); and SIC 7996 (anusenent parks). A call center

13| or simlar custoner service operation that services a

14 | nultistate market or international market is also an eligible

15 | busi ness. Excl uded fromeligible receipts are receipts from

16 | retail sales, except such receipts for SIC 52 through SIC 57

17 ) and SIC 59 (retail), hotels and other |odging places

18 | classified in SIC 70, public golf courses in SIC 7992, and

19 | amusenent parks in SIC 7996. For purposes of this paragraph

20| the term "predom nantly" neans that nore than 50 percent of

21| the business's gross receipts fromall sources is generated by

22 | those activities usually provided for consideration by firns

23| in the specified standard industrial classification. The

24 | determninati on of whether the business is located in a

25| qualified high-crine area and the tier ranking of that area

26 | must be based on the date of application for the credit under

27 | this section. Conmonly owned and controlled entities are to be

28 | consi dered a single business entity.

29 (b) "Qualified enpl oyee" nmeans any enpl oyee of an

30| eligible business who perforns duties in connection with the

31 | operations of the business on a regular, full-tine basis for
17
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an average of at l|least 36 hours per week for at |east 3 nonths
within the qualified high-crine area in which the eligible
business is | ocated. An owner or partner of the eligible
business is not a qualified enployee. The term al so incl udes
an enpl oyee | eased from an enpl oyee | easi ng conpany |icensed
under chapter 468, if such enpl oyee has been continuously

| eased to the enployer for an average of at |east 36 hours per
week for nore than 6 nonths.

(c) "New business" neans any eligible business first
begi nning operation on a site in a qualified high-crine area
and clearly separate fromany other commercial or business
operation of the business entity within a qualified high-crine
area. A business entity that operated an eligible business
within a qualified high-crine area within the 48 nonths before
the period provided for application by subsection (3)date

shall not be considered a new busi ness.

(d) "Existing business" neans any eligible business
that does not neet the criteria for a new business.

(e) "Qualified high-crinme area" neans an area sel ected
by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent in
the following manner: every third year, the office shall rank
and tier those areas noni nated under subsection (8), according
to the following prioritized criteria:

1. Highest arrest rates within the geographic area for
violent crinme and for such other crinmes as drug sale, drug
possession, prostitution, vandalism and civil disturbances;

2. Highest reported crine volune and rate of specific
property crinmes such as business and residential burglary,
not or vehicle theft, and vandali sm

3. Highest percentage of reported index crines that
are violent in nature;

18
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4. Highest overall index crinme volune for the area;
and

5. Highest overall index crinme rate for the geographic
ar ea.

Tier-one areas are ranked 1 through 5 and represent the
hi ghest crinme areas according to this ranking. Tier-two areas
are ranked 6 through 10 according to this ranking. Tier-three
areas are ranked 11 through 15.

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 212.098, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

212.098 Rural Job Tax Credit Program --

(2) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Eligible business" neans any sol e proprietorship,
firm partnership, or corporation that is located in a
qgqualified county and is predonminantly engaged in, or is
headquarters for a business predoninantly engaged in,
activities usually provided for consideration by firns
classified within the foll owing standard i ndustri al
classifications: SIC 01 through SIC 09 (agriculture,
forestry, and fishing); SIC 20 through SIC 39 (manufacturing);
SI C 422 (public warehousing and storage); SIC 70 (hotels and
ot her | odging places); SIC 7391 (research and devel opnent);
SIC 7992 (public golf courses); and SIC 7996 (anusenent
parks). A call center or simlar custoner service operation

that services a nultistate market or an internati onal narket

is also an eligible business. Excluded fromeligible receipts

are receipts fromretail sales, except such receipts for
hotel s and ot her | odgi ng places classified in SIC 70, public
golf courses in SIC 7992, and anmusenent parks in SIC 7996.

For purposes of this paragraph, the term "predom nantly" neans

19
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that nore than 50 percent of the business's gross receipts
fromall sources is generated by those activities usually
provided for consideration by firns in the specified standard
i ndustrial classification. The determ nation of whether the
business is located in a qualified county and the tier ranking
of that county nust be based on the date of application for
the credit under this section. Commonly owned and controll ed
entities are to be considered a single business entity.

(b) "Qualified enpl oyee" nmeans any enpl oyee of an
el i gi bl e busi ness who perforns duties in connection with the
operations of the business on a regular, full-tine basis for
an average of at least 36 hours per week for at |least 3 nonths
within the qualified county in which the eligible business is
| ocated. An owner or partner of the eligible business is not a
qgual i fi ed enpl oyee.

(c) "Qualified county" neans a county that has a
popul ati on of fewer than 75,000 persons, or any county that
has a popul ati on of 100,000 or less and is contiguous to a
county that has a population of |ess than 75,000, selected in
the following manner: every third year, the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent shall rank and tier
the state's counties according to the foll owi ng four factors:

1. Highest unenpl oynent rate for the npbst recent
36-nont h peri od.

2. Lowest per capita incone for the npbst recent
36-nont h peri od.

3. Highest percentage of residents whose incones are
bel ow t he poverty | evel, based upon the nost recent data
avai | abl e.

4. Average weekly manufacturing wage, based upon the
nost recent data avail abl e.

20
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Tier-one qualified counties are those ranked 1 through 5 and
represent the state's | east-devel oped counties according to
this ranking. Tier-two qualified counties are those ranked 6
through 10, and tier-three counties are those ranked 11

t hrough 15.

(d) "New business" neans any eligible business first
begi nning operation on a site in a qualified county and
clearly separate fromany other commrercial or business
operation of the business entity within a qualified county. A
busi ness entity that operated an eligible business within a
qgqualified county within the 48 nonths before the period
provided for application by subsection (3)date shall not be

consi dered a new busi ness.

(e) "Existing business" neans any eligible business
that does not neet the criteria for a new business.

Section 6. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section
220.03, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

220.03 Definitions.--

(1) SPECIFIC TERMS. --Wen used in this code, and when
not otherw se distinctly expressed or manifestly inconpatible
with the intent thereof, the following terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

(gq) "New enployee," for the purposes of the enterprise
zone jobs credit, neans a person residing in an enterprise

zone, a qualified Job Training Partnership Act classroom

training participant, or a WAGES Program parti ci pant enpl oyed

at a business located in an enterprise zone who begins

enpl oynent in the operations of the business after July 1,
1995, and who has not been previously enployed within the
precedi ng 12 nonths by the business or a successor business

21
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claimng the credit pursuant to s. 220.181. A person shall be
deened to be enployed by such a business if the person
perforns duties in connection with the operations of the
business on a full-tinme basis, provided she or he is
perfornm ng such duties for an average of at |east 36 hours per
week each nonth, or a part-tine basis, provided she or he is
perfornm ng such duties for an average of at |east 20 hours per
week each nonth throughout the year. The person nust be
perforning such duties at a business site |located in an
enterprise zone. The provisions of this paragraph shall expire
and be void on June 30, 2005.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
220.181, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

220.181 Enterprise zone jobs credit.--

(2) When filing for an enterprise zone jobs credit, a
busi ness nust file under oath with the governing body or
enterprise zone devel opnent agency having jurisdiction over
the enterprise zone where the business is |ocated, as
appl i cabl e, a statenment which incl udes:

(a) For each new enpl oyee for whomthis credit is
cl ai red, the enployee's nane and pl ace of residence during the
taxabl e year, including the identifying nunber assigned
pursuant to s. 290.0065 to the enterprise zone in which the
new enpl oyee resides if the new enployee is a person residing

in an enterprise zone, and, if applicable, docunentation that

the enployee is a qualified Job Training Partnership Act

cl assroomtraining participant or a WAGES Program parti ci pant.
Section 8. Section 288.075, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
288.075 Confidentiality of records.--

22
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(1) As used in this section, the term "economc
devel opnent agency" neans the O fice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel opnent brvist+on—ef—Economc—Dbevetoeprent—of—the
Pepartrent—of—Comreree, any industrial devel opnent authority

created in accordance with part |1l of chapter 159 or by

special law, the public econonic devel opnment agency that

advi ses the county commi ssion on the issuance of industrial
revenue bonds of a county that does not have an industrial
devel opnent authority created in accordance with part |11 of
chapter 159 or by special |law, or any research and devel opnent
authority created in accordance with part V of chapter 159.
The termal so i ncludes any private agency, person
partnership, corporation, or business entity when authorized
by the state, a nunicipality, or a county to pronote the
general business interests or industrial interests of the
state or that nmunicipality or county.

(2) Upon written request froma private corporation
partnership, or person, records of an econoni c devel opnent
agency which contain or would provide infornation concerning
pl ans, intentions, or interests of such private corporation
partnership, or person to |locate, relocate, or expand any of
its business activities in this state are confidential and
exempt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Constitution for 24 nonths after the date an economnic
devel opnent agency receives a request for confidentiality or
until disclosed by an econom c devel opnent agency pursuant to
subsection (4) or by the party requesting confidentiality
under this section. Confidentiality nust be mmintained unti
the expiration of the 24-nonth period or until docunents or
i nformati on are otherw se di scl osed, whichever occurs first.
This confidentiality does not apply when any party petitions a

23

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for CS for SB 760 Second Engr ossed

1| court of conpetent jurisdiction and, in the opinion of the
2| court, proves need for access to such docunents. This
3 | exenption expires Cctober 2, 2001, and is subject to review by
4 | the Legislature under the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of
51 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15.
6 (3) This section does not waive any provision of
7 | chapter 120 or any other provision of law requiring a public
8 | heari ng.
9 (4) A public officer or enployee or any person who is
10 | an enpl oyee of an econoni c devel opnent agency nmay not enter
11 ) into a binding agreement with any corporation, partnership, or
12 | person who has requested confidentiality of information
13 | pursuant to this section, until 90 days after such infornmation
14 | is made public, unless such public officer or enployee or
15 | econoni ¢ devel opnent agency enployee is acting in an official
16 | capacity.
17 (5) Any person who is an enpl oyee of an econonic
18 | devel opnent agency who violates the provisions of this section
19 ) is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as
20| provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
21 Section 9. Subsection (3) of section 288.095, Florida
22 | Statutes, is anended to read:
23 288. 095 Econonic Devel opnent Trust Fund. --
24 (3)(a) Contingent upon an annual appropriation by the
25| Legislature, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
26 | Devel opnent nay approve tax refunds pursuant to ss. 288. 1045,
27 | 288. 106, and 288. 107. Fhe—office—raynot—approve—tax—+efunds
28 | ra—excess—of—the—anount—appropriated—to—the—Econom—¢
29 | bPevetoprrent—tnecenti-ves—Account—For—such—tax—+efunds—Ffor—a
30 | Hstcal—year—pursuant—to—paragraph—{(b)—
31

24
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(b) The conbi ned total anpbunt of the state share of

tax refunds approved by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econoni c Devel oprment pursuant to ss. 288.1045, 288.106, and
288. 107 for a single fiscal year shall not exceed the | esser

of $30 million or the anount appropriated to the Econom c

Devel opnent | ncentives Account for such state share of tax

refunds pturposes for the fiscal year. In the event the
Legi sl ature does not appropriate an anount sufficient to
satisfy projections by the office for tax refunds under ss.
288. 1045, 288.106, and 288.107 in a fiscal year, the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent shall, not later than
July 15 of such year, determine the proportion of each refund
cl ai m whi ch shall be paid by dividing the anobunt appropriated
for tax refunds for the fiscal year by the projected total of
refund clains for the fiscal year. The anmbunt of each claim
for a tax refund shall be nmultiplied by the resulting
guotient. If, after the paynent of all such refund cl ai ns,
funds remain in the Econom ¢ Devel opnent |ncentives Account
for tax refunds, the office shall recalculate the proportion
for each refund cl ai mand adjust the anpbunt of each claim
accordi ngly.

(c) By Septenber 30 of each year, the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent shall subnmit a
conpl ete and detailed report to the board of directors of
Enterprise Florida, Inc., created under part VIl of this
chapter, of all applications received, final decisions issued,
tax refund agreenents executed, and tax refunds paid or other
payrments nmade under all prograns funded out of the Econonic
Devel opnent | ncentives Account, including analyses of benefits
and costs, types of projects supported, and enpl oynent and
i nvest nent created. The O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

25
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1| Devel opnent shall also include a separate anal ysis of the
2 | inpact of such tax refunds on state enterprise zones
3| designated pursuant to s. 290.0065. By Decenber 1 of each
4 | year, the board of directors of Enterprise Florida, Inc.
5| shall review and conment on the report, and the board shal
6| submit the report, together with the corments of the board, to
7 | the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
8 | the House of Representatives. The report nust di scuss whet her
9| the authority and noneys appropriated by the Legislature to
10 | t he Econoni c Devel opnent |ncentives Account were managed and
11 | expended in a prudent, fiducially sound manner
12 (d) Moneys in the Econom c Devel opnent |ncentives
13 | Account nmay be used only to pay tax refunds and other paynents
14 | aut hori zed under s. 288.1045, s. 288.106, or s. 288.107.
15 (e) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
16 | Devel opnent may adopt rul es necessary to carry out the
17 | provisions of this subsection, including rules providing for
18 | the use of nobneys in the Economi c Devel opnent |ncentives
19 | Account and for the admi nistration of the Econom c Devel opnent
20 | I'ncentives Account .
21 Section 10. Section 288.1045, Florida Statutes, is
22 | anended to read:
23 288. 1045 Qualified defense contractor tax refund
24 | program - -
25 (1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section
26 (a) "Consolidation of a Departnent of Defense
27 | contract" means the consolidation of one or nore of an
28 | applicant's facilities under one or nore Departnent of Defense
29 | contracts either fromoutside this state or frominside and
30| outside this state, into one or nore of the applicant's
31| facilities inside this state.

26
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(b) "Average wage in the area" neans the average of
all wages and salaries in the state, the county, or in the
standard netropolitan area in which the business unit is
| ocat ed.

(c) "Applicant" nmeans any business entity that holds a
val i d Departnment of Defense contract or any business entity
that is a subcontractor under a valid Departnent of Defense
contract or any business entity that holds a valid contract
for the reuse of a defense-related facility, including al
nmenbers of an affiliated group of corporations as defined in
s. 220.03(1)(b).

(d) "Ofice"*Bvisten—neans the Ofice of Tourism
Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent birviston—ef—Econom—c
Peveltoprent—of—theDbepartrent—of—Comrerce

(e) "Departnent of Defense contract" neans a

conpetitively bid Departnent of Defense contract or a
conpetitively bid federal agency contract issued on behalf of
t he Departnent of Defense for nmanufacturing, assenbling,
fabricating, research, devel opnent, or design with a duration
of 2 or nore years, but excluding any contract to provide
goods, inprovenents to real or tangible property, or services
directly to or for any particular mlitary base or
installation in this state.

(f) "New Departnent of Defense contract” neans a
Departnent of Defense contract entered into after the date
application for certification as a qualified applicant is nade
and after January 1, 1994.

(g) "Jobs" neans full-tinme equival ent positions,
consistent with the use of such terns by the Departnent of
Labor and Enpl oyment Security for the purpose of unenpl oynent
conpensation tax, resulting directly froma project in this

27
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state. This nunber does not include tenporary construction
jobs involved with the construction of facilities for the
proj ect.

(h) "Nondefense production jobs" neans enpl oynent
exclusively for activities that, directly or indirectly, are
unrelated to the Departnent of Defense.

(i) "Project" neans any business undertaking in this
state under a new Departnent of Defense contract,
consol i dati on of a Departnent of Defense contract, or
conversi on of defense production jobs over to nondefense
production jobs or reuse of defense-related facilities.

(j) "Qualified applicant" neans an applicant that has
been approved by the director seeretary to be eligible for tax
refunds pursuant to this section

(k) "Director"*Seeretary-neans the director of the
O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonmi c Devel opnent Seeretary
of —Corrrerce.

(1) "Taxable year" neans the sane as in s.
220.03(1)(2).

(m "Fiscal year" neans the fiscal year of the state.

(n) "Business unit" neans an enploying unit, as
defined in s. 443.036, that is registered with the Departnent
of Labor and Enpl oynent Security for unenpl oynent conpensation
pur poses or neans a subcategory or division of an enpl oying
unit that is accepted by the Departnent of Labor and
Enpl oynent Security as a reporting unit.

(o) "Local financial support" neans funding froml oca
sources, public or private, which is paid to the Econonic
Devel opnent Trust Fund and which is equal to 20 percent of the
annual tax refund for a qualified applicant. Local financial
support may include excess paynents nmade to a utility conpany

28
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under a designated programto allow decreases in service hy
the utility conpany under conditions, regardl ess of when
application is made. A qualified applicant nmay not provide,
directly or indirectly, nore than 5 percent of such funding in
any fiscal year. The sources of such funding may not incl ude,
directly or indirectly, state funds appropriated fromthe
CGeneral Revenue Fund or any state trust fund, excluding tax
revenues shared with | ocal governnents pursuant to | aw.

(p) "Contract for reuse of a defense-related facility"
neans a contract with a duration of 2 or nore years for the
use of a facility for manufacturing, assenbling, fabricating,
research, devel opnent, or design of tangi bl e persona
property, but excluding any contract to provi de goods,

i mprovenents to real or tangi ble property, or services
directly to or for any particular mlitary base or
installation in this state. Such facility nust be | ocated
within a port, as defined in s. 313.21, and have been occupied
by a business entity that held a valid Departnent of Defense
contract or occupied by any branch of the Arned Forces of the
United States, within 1 year of any contract being executed
for the reuse of such facility. A contract for reuse of a
defense-related facility nmay not include any contract for
reuse of such facility for any Departnent of Defense contract
for manufacturing, assenbling, fabricating, research

devel opnent, or design

(gq) "Local financial support exenption option" neans
the option to exercise an exenption fromthe | ocal financial
support requirenment avail able to any applicant whose project
is located in a county designated by the Rural Econonic
Devel opnent Initiative, if the county conm ssioners of the
county in which the project will be | ocated adopt a resol ution

29
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1| requesting that the applicant's project be exenpt fromthe
2| local financial support requirenent. Any applicant that
3| exercises this option is not eligible for nore than 80 percent
4| of the total tax refunds allowed such applicant under this
5| section.
6 (2) GRANTING OF A TAX REFUND; ELI @ BLE AMOUNTS. - -
7 (a) There shall be allowed, fromthe Econonic
8 | Devel opnent Trust Fund, a refund to a qualified applicant for
9| the ampbunt of eligible taxes certified by the director
10 | seeretary which were paid by such qualified applicant. The
11| total anmount of refunds for all fiscal years for each
12 | qualified applicant shall be deternined pursuant to subsection
13 ] (3). The annual ampunt of a refund to a qualified applicant
14 | shall be determ ned pursuant to subsection (5).
15 (b) A qualified applicant nmay not be qualified for any
16 | project to receive nore than $5,000 tines the nunber of jobs
17 | provided in the tax refund agreenent pursuant to subparagraph
18 (4)(a)l. A qualified applicant nay not receive refunds of nore
19 | than 25 percent of the total tax refunds provided in the tax
20 | refund agreenent pursuant to subparagraph (4)(a)l. in any
21| fiscal year, provided that no qualified applicant nmay receive
22 | nore than $2.5 nillion in tax refunds pursuant to this section
23| in any fiscal year
24 (c) A qualified applicant nmay not receive nore than
251 $7.5 million in tax refunds pursuant to this section in al
26 | fiscal years.
27 (d) Contingent upon an annual appropriation by the
28 | Legi slature, the director seeretary may approve not nore thah
29 | thetesser—of —$25—mtHt+on in tax refunds than er the anmount
30 | appropriated to the Econom c Devel opnent Trust Fund for tax
31
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refunds, for a fiscal year pursuant to subsection (5) and s.
288. 095.

(e) For the first 6 nonths of each fiscal year, the
di rector seeretary shall set aside 30 percent of the anpunt
appropriated for refunds pursuant to this section by the
Legislature to provide tax refunds only to qualified
appl i cants who enploy 500 or fewer full-tinme enployees in this
state. Any unencunbered funds renmai ning undi sbursed fromthis
set-aside at the end of the 6-nonth period nmay be used to
provide tax refunds for any qualified applicants pursuant to
this section.

(f) After entering into a tax refund agreenent
pursuant to subsection (4), a qualified applicant may receive
refunds fromthe Econom c Devel opnent Trust Fund for the
following taxes due and paid by the qualified applicant
beginning with the applicant's first taxabl e year that begins
after entering into the agreenent:

1. Taxes on sales, use, and other transactions paid
pursuant to chapter 212

2. Corporate incone taxes paid pursuant to chapter
220.

3. Intangible personal property taxes paid pursuant to
chapter 199.

4. Energency excise taxes paid pursuant to chapter
221.

5. Excise taxes paid on docunents pursuant to chapter
201.

6. Ad valoremtaxes paid, as defined in s.
220.03(1)(a) on June 1, 1996.

31
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However, a qualified applicant may not receive a tax refund
pursuant to this section for any anount of credit, refund, or
exenption granted such contractor for any of such taxes. If a
refund for such taxes is provided by the office Bepartrent—of
Cormercerwhi ch taxes are subsequently adjusted by the
application of any credit, refund, or exenption granted to the

gual i fi ed applicant other than that provided in this section
the qualified applicant shall reinburse the Econonic
Devel opnent Trust Fund for the amount of such credit, refund,
or exenption. A qualified applicant nust notify and tender
payrment to the of fi ce Pepartrent—of—Conmreree within 20 days
after receiving a credit, refund, or exenption, other than
that provided in this section

(g) Any qualified applicant who fraudulently clains
this refund is liable for repaynent of the refund to the
Economi c Devel oprment Trust Fund plus a mandatory penalty of
200 percent of the tax refund which shall be deposited into
the General Revenue Fund. Any qualified applicant who
fraudulently clains this refund conmits a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or
s. 775.084.

(h) Funds nmade avail abl e pursuant to this section may
not be expended in connection with the relocation of a
busi ness fromone community to another community in this state
unl ess the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent
deternines that wi thout such rel ocation the business will nove
outside this state or determi nes that the business has a
conpel ling econonic rationale for the relocation which creates
addi ti onal j obs.

(3) APPLI CATI ON PROCESS; REQUI REMENTS; AGENCY
DETERM NATI ON. - -
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(a) To apply for certification as a qualified
appl i cant pursuant to this section, an applicant nust file an
application with the office divisionr which satisfies the
requi rements of paragraphs (b) and (e), paragraphs (c) and
(e), or paragraphs (d) and (e). An applicant may not apply for
certification pursuant to this section after a proposal has
been subnitted for a new Departnent of Defense contract, after
the applicant has nmade the decision to consolidate an existing
Departnent of Defense contract in this state for which such
applicant is seeking certification, or after the applicant has
nmade the decision to convert defense production jobs to
nondef ense production jobs for which such applicant is seeking
certification.

(b) Applications for certification based on the
consol i dati on of a Departnent of Defense contract or a new
Departnent of Defense contract nust be subnitted to the office
thi—vi-stort as prescri bed by the of fi ce bPepartrent—of—Conrerece
and nmust include, but are not limted to, the follow ng
i nformati on:

1. The applicant's federal enployer identification
nunber, the applicant's Florida sales tax registration nunber
and a notarized signature of an officer of the applicant.

2. The permanent |ocation of the manufacturing,
assenbling, fabricating, research, devel opnent, or design
facility in this state at which the project is or is to be
| ocat ed.

3. The Departnent of Defense contract nunbers of the
contract to be consolidated, the new Departnent of Defense
contract nunber, or the "RFP" nunber of a proposed Depart nent
of Defense contract.
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1 4. The date the contract was executed or is expected
2| to be executed, and the date the contract is due to expire or
3| is expected to expire.
4 5. The commencenent date for project operations under
5| the contract in this state.
6 6. The nunber of full-tinme equivalent jobs in this
7| state which are or will be dedicated to the project during the
8 | year and the average wage of such jobs.
9 7. The total nunber of full-tinme equival ent enpl oyees
10 | enpl oyed by the applicant in this state.
11 8. The percentage of the applicant's gross receipts
12 | derived from Departnment of Defense contracts during the 5
13 | taxabl e years imedi ately preceding the date the application
14| is submitted
15 9. The anount of:
16 a. Taxes on sales, use, and other transactions paid
17 | pursuant to chapter 212;
18 b. Corporate incone taxes paid pursuant to chapter
19 | 220;
20 c. Intangible personal property taxes paid pursuant to
21 | chapter 199;
22 d. Energency excise taxes paid pursuant to chapter
23 | 221;
24 e. Excise taxes paid on docunents pursuant to chapter
25| 201; and
26 f. Ad valoremtaxes paid
27
28 | during the 5 fiscal years imedi ately preceding the date of
29 | the application, and the projected anounts of such taxes to be
30| due in the 3 fiscal years imediately follow ng the date of
31| the application.
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10. The estimted anmount of tax refunds to be clai ned
in each fiscal year.

11. A brief statenent concerning the applicant's need
for tax refunds, and the proposed uses of such refunds by the
appl i cant.

12. A resolution adopted by the county commi ssioners
of the county in which the project will be |ocated, which
reconmends the applicant be approved as a qualified applicant,
and whi ch indicates that the necessary conmitnents of |oca
financial support for the applicant exist. Prior to the
adoption of the resolution, the county conmi ssion nmay revi ew
t he proposed public or private sources of such support and
determ ne whet her the proposed sources of |ocal financial
support can be provided or, for any applicant whose project is
| ocated in a county designated by the Rural Economc
Devel opnent Initiative, a resolution adopted by the county
conm ssioners of such county requesting that the applicant's
proj ect be exenpt fromthe | ocal financial support
requirenent.

13. Any additional information requested by the office
thi-vi-sion

(c) Applications for certification based on the
conversi on of defense production jobs to nondefense production
jobs nmust be submitted to the office divisionr as prescribed by
the of fi ce Pepartwent—of—Comreree and nust include, but are
not linmted to, the followi ng infornation

1. The applicant's federal enployer identification
nunber, the applicant's Florida sales tax registration nunber
and a notarized signature of an officer of the applicant.

2. The permanent |ocation of the manufacturing,
assenbling, fabricating, research, devel opnent, or design
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1| facility in this state at which the project is or is to be
2| I ocat ed.
3 3. The Departnent of Defense contract nunbers of the
4 | contract under which the defense production jobs will be
5| converted to nondefense production jobs.
6 4. The date the contract was executed, and the date
7] the contract is due to expire or is expected to expire, or was
8 | cancel ed.
9 5. The commencenent date for the nondefense production
10 | operations in this state.
11 6. The nunber of full-tinme equivalent jobs in this
12 | state which are or will be dedicated to the nondefense
13 | production project during the year and the average wage of
14 | such j obs.
15 7. The total nunber of full-tine equival ent enpl oyees
16 | enpl oyed by the applicant in this state.
17 8. The percentage of the applicant's gross receipts
18 | derived from Departnment of Defense contracts during the 5
19 | taxabl e years imedi ately preceding the date the application
20| is submtted
21 9. The anount of:
22 a. Taxes on sales, use, and other transactions paid
23 | pursuant to chapter 212;
24 b. Corporate incone taxes paid pursuant to chapter
25 | 220;
26 c. Intangible personal property taxes paid pursuant to
27 | chapter 199;
28 d. Energency excise taxes paid pursuant to chapter
29 | 221;
30 e. Excise taxes paid on docunents pursuant to chapter
31| 201; and
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f. Ad valoremtaxes paid

during the 5 fiscal years imediately preceding the date of
the application, and the projected anpbunts of such taxes to be
due in the 3 fiscal years immediately follow ng the date of

t he applicati on.

10. The estimted anmount of tax refunds to be cl ai ned
in each fiscal year.

11. A brief statenent concerning the applicant's need
for tax refunds, and the proposed uses of such refunds by the
appl i cant.

12. A resolution adopted by the county commi ssioners
of the county in which the project will be |ocated, which
reconmends the applicant be approved as a qualified applicant,
and whi ch indicates that the necessary conmitnents of |oca
financial support for the applicant exist. Prior to the
adoption of the resolution, the county conmi ssion nmay revi ew
t he proposed public or private sources of such support and
determ ne whet her the proposed sources of |ocal financial
support can be provided or, for any applicant whose project is
| ocated in a county designated by the Rural Economc
Devel opnent Initiative, a resolution adopted by the county
conm ssioners of such county requesting that the applicant's
project be exenpt fromthe | ocal financial support
requirenent.

13. Any additional information requested by the office
thi-vi-sion

(d) Applications for certification based on a contract
for reuse of a defense-related facility nust be submitted to
the office diviston as prescribed by the of fi ce Pepartrent—of
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1| €smreree and nust include, but are not limted to, the
2| following infornmation
3 1. The applicant's Florida sales tax registration
4 | nunber and a notarized signature of an officer of the
5| applicant.
6 2. The permanent |ocation of the manufacturing,
7 | assenbling, fabricating, research, devel opnent, or design
8| facility in this state at which the project is or is to be
9| I ocat ed.
10 3. The business entity holding a valid Departnment of
11 | Defense contract or branch of the Armed Forces of the United
12 | States that previously occupied the facility, and the date
13 | such entity last occupied the facility.
14 4. A copy of the contract to reuse the facility, or
15| such alternative proof as may be prescribed by the office
16 | departrent that the applicant is seeking to contract for the
17 | reuse of such facility.
18 5. The date the contract to reuse the facility was
19 | executed or is expected to be executed, and the date the
20| contract is due to expire or is expected to expire.
21 6. The commencenent date for project operations under
22 | the contract in this state.
23 7. The nunber of full-tinme equivalent jobs in this
24 | state which are or will be dedicated to the project during the
25| year and the average wage of such jobs.
26 8. The total nunber of full-tine equival ent enpl oyees
27 | enpl oyed by the applicant in this state.
28 9. The anount of:
29 a. Taxes on sales, use, and other transactions paid
30 | pursuant to chapter 212.
31
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b. Corporate incone taxes paid pursuant to chapter
220.

c. Intangible personal property taxes paid pursuant to
chapter 199.

d. Energency excise taxes paid pursuant to chapter
221.

e. Excise taxes paid on docunents pursuant to chapter
201.

f. Ad valoremtaxes paid during the 5 fiscal years
i medi ately preceding the date of the application, and the
proj ected anounts of such taxes to be due in the 3 fisca
years immediately followi ng the date of the application

10. The estimted anmount of tax refunds to be cl ai ned
in each fiscal year.

11. A brief statenent concerning the applicant's need
for tax refunds, and the proposed uses of such refunds by the
appl i cant.

12. A resolution adopted by the county commi ssioners
of the county in which the project will be |ocated, which
reconmends the applicant be approved as a qualified applicant,
and whi ch indicates that the necessary conmitnents of |oca
financial support for the applicant exist. Prior to the
adoption of the resolution, the county conmi ssion nmay revi ew
t he proposed public or private sources of such support and
determ ne whet her the proposed sources of |ocal financial
support can be provided or, for any applicant whose project is
| ocated in a county designated by the Rural Economc
Devel opnent Initiative, a resolution adopted by the county
conmm ssioners of such county requesting that the applicant's
project be exenpt fromthe | ocal financial support
requirenent.
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1 13. Any additional information requested by the office
2 | di-visioen
3 (e) To qualify for review by the office ¢ivisiof, the
4 | application of an applicant nust, at a mininmum establish the
5| following to the satisfaction of the office diviston
6 1. The jobs proposed to be provided under the
7 | application, pursuant to subparagraph (b)6. or subparagraph
8] (c)6., must pay an estinmated annual average wage equaling at
9| least 115 percent of the average wage in the area where the
10| project is to be | ocated.
11 2. The consolidation of a Departnent of Defense
12 | contract nust result in a net increase of at |east 25 percent
13 ] in the nunber of jobs at the applicant's facilities in this
14 | state or the addition of at least 80 jobs at the applicant's
15| facilities in this state.
16 3. The conversion of defense production jobs to
17 | nondef ense production jobs nust result in net increases in
18 | nondef ense enploynent at the applicant's facilities in this
19 | state.
20 4. The Departnent of Defense contract cannot allow the
21 | business to include the costs of relocation or retooling in
22 | its base as allowable costs under a cost-plus, or sinmlar
23 | contract.
24 5. A business unit of the applicant nust have derived
25| not less than 70 percent of its gross receipts in this state
26 | from Department of Defense contracts over the applicant's | ast
27 | fiscal year, and nust have derived not |ess than 80 percent of
28 | its gross receipts in this state from Departnent of Defense
29 | contracts over the 5 years preceding the date an application
30| is submitted pursuant to this section. This subparagraph does
31
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1| not apply to any application for certification based on a
2| contract for reuse of a defense-related facility.
3 6. The reuse of a defense-related facility nmust result
4]1in the creation of at least 100 jobs at such facility.
5 (f) Each application neeting the requirenents of
6 | paragraphs (b) and (e), paragraphs (c) and (e), or paragraphs
71 (d) and (e) nmust be subnitted to the office diviston for a
8| determnation of eligibility. The office éivisten shal
9| review, evaluate, and score each application based on, but not
10| linmted to, the following criteria:
11 1. Expected contributions to the state strategic
12 | economi ¢ devel opnent plan adopted by Enterprise Florida, I|nc.
13| taking into account the extent to which the project
14 | contributes to the state's high-technol ogy base, and the
15 ) long-terminpact of the project and the applicant on the
16 | state's econony.
17 2. The economic benefit of the jobs created or
18 | retained by the project in this state, taking into account the
19 | cost and average wage of each job created or retained, and the
20| potential risk to existing jobs.
21 3. The anount of capital investnent to be nade by the
22 | applicant in this state.
23 4. The local commtnent and support for the project
24 | and appli cant.
25 5. The inpact of the project on the | ocal conmunity,
26 | taking into account the unenploynment rate for the county where
27 | the project will be |ocated.
28 6. The dependence of the l|ocal community on the
29 | defense industry.
30 7. The inpact of any tax refunds granted pursuant to
31| this section on the viability of the project and the
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probability that the project will occur in this state if such
tax refunds are granted to the applicant, taking into account
t he expected long-termcomrtnent of the applicant to econonic
growt h and enploynent in this state.
8. The length of the project, or the expected
long-termconmitnent to this state resulting fromthe project.
(g) The office ¢iviston shall forward its witten
findings and eval uati on on each application neeting the
requi rements of paragraphs (b) and (e), paragraphs (c) and
(e), or paragraphs (d) and (e) to the director seecretary
wi thin 60 cal endar days of receipt of a conplete application.
The office division shall notify each applicant when its
application is conplete, and when the 60-day period begins. In
its witten report to the director seeretary, the office
thi—vi-stort shall specifically address each of the factors
specified in paragraph (f), and shall make a specific

assessnment with respect to the mninumrequirenents
establ i shed in paragraph (e). The office divistoen shal
include in its report projections of the tax refund clains
that will be sought by the applicant in each fiscal year based
on the information subnmitted in the application

(h) Wthin 30 days after receipt of the office's
thi—vi-stonr—s findi ngs and eval uation, the director seeretary
shall enter a final order that either approves or disapproves
an application. The decision nust be in witing and provide
the justifications for either approval or disapproval. If
appropriate, the director seeretary shall enter into a witten
agreenent with the qualified applicant pursuant to subsection
(4).

(i) The director seeretary nmay not enter any fina
order that certifies any applicant as a qualified applicant
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1| when the value of tax refunds to be included in that fina

2 | order exceeds the available anbunt of authority to enter fina
3| orders as deternined in s. 288. 095(3) aggregate—armpunt—of—tax
4 ordst ¥ Lt ied ¥ . w I i
5 | ia—any—fiscal—year—exceeds—thetesser—of—$25—mtHon—-or—the

6 | anrpunt—appropriated—{or—tax—refunds—ftor—that—tscat—year. A
7| final order that approves an application nust specify the

8 | maxi mum anount of a tax refund that is to be available to the
9| contractor in each fiscal year and the total anobunt of tax

10 | refunds for all fiscal years.

11 (j) This section does not create a presunption that an
12 | applicant should receive any tax refunds under this section
13 (4) QUALI FI ED DEFENSE CONTRACTOR TAX REFUND

14 | AGREEMENT. - -

15 (a) A qualified applicant shall enter into a witten
16 | agreenent with the of fice department containing, but not

17| linmted to, the foll ow ng:

18 1. The total nunber of full-tinme equivalent jobs in
19| this state that are or will be dedicated to the qualified
20 | applicant's project, the average wage of such jobs, the
21 | definitions that will apply for nmeasuring the achi evenent of
22 | these terns during the pendency of the agreenent, and a tine
23 | schedul e or plan for when such jobs will be in place and
24 | active in this state. This information nust be the sanme as the
25| information contained in the application subnmitted by the
26 | contractor pursuant to subsection (3).
27 2.  The maxi mrum anmount of a refund that the qualified
28 | applicant is eligible to receive in each fiscal year
29 3. An agreenent with the office departrrent al |l owi ng
30| the office departwent to review and verify the financial and
31| personnel records of the qualified applicant to ascertain
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whet her the qualified applicant is conplying with the
requi renents of this section

4. The date after which, each fiscal year, the
gualified applicant nay file an annual claimpursuant to
subsection (5).

5. That local financial support shall be annually
avail able and will be paid to the Econonic Devel opnent Trust
Fund.

(b) Conpliance with the ternms and conditions of the
agreenent is a condition precedent for receipt of tax refunds
each year. The failure to conply with the terns and conditions
of the agreenent shall result in the loss of eligibility for
receipt of all tax refunds previously authorized pursuant to
this section, and the revocation of the certification as a
gual i fi ed applicant by the director seecretary.

(c) The agreenent shall be signed by the director
seeretary and the authorized officer of the qualified
appl i cant.

(d) The agreenent nust contain the follow ng | egend,
clearly printed on its face in bold type of not less than 10
poi nt s:

"This agreenent is neither a general obligation
of the State of Florida, nor is it backed by
the full faith and credit of the State of

Fl orida. Paynent of tax refunds are conditioned
on and subject to specific annua

appropriations by the Florida Legislature of
funds sufficient to pay amounts authorized in
S. 288.1045 s—288364, Florida Statutes."
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(5) ANNUAL CLAI M FOR REFUND FROM A QUALI FI ED DEFENSE
CONTRACTOR. - -

(a) Qualified applicants who have entered into a
witten agreenent with the office departfent pursuant to
subsection (4) and who have entered into a valid new
Departnent of Defense contract, commenced the consolidation of
a Departnent of Defense contract, comenced the conversion of
def ense production jobs to nondefense production jobs or who
have entered into a valid contract for reuse of a
defense-related facility nmay apply once each fiscal year to
the offi ce Pepartwent—of—Comreree for tax refunds. The
application nust be nade on or after the date contained in the
agreenent entered into pursuant to subsection (4) and nust
include a notarized signature of an officer of the applicant.

(b) The claimfor refund by the qualified applicant
nmust include a copy of all receipts pertaining to the paynment
of taxes for which a refund is sought, and data related to
achi eving each performance itemcontained in the tax refund
agreenent pursuant to subsection (4). The anpunt requested as
a tax refund may not exceed the anmount for the fiscal year in
the witten agreenent entered pursuant to subsection (4).

(c) A tax refund may not be approved for any qualified
appl i cant unless local financial support has been paid to the
Econoni c Devel oprment Trust Fund in that fiscal year. |If the
| ocal financial support is |ess than 20 percent of the
approved tax refund, the tax refund shall be reduced. The tax
refund paid may not exceed 5 tines the local financial support
received. Funding fromlocal sources includes tax abatenent
under s. 196.1995 provided to a qualified applicant. The
anmount of any tax refund for an applicant approved under this
section shall be reduced by the anmbunt of any such tax
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1| abatenent, and the limtations in subsection (2) and paragraph
2] (3)(h) shall be reduced by the anmbunt of any such tax

3| abatenment. A report listing all sources of the local financial
4 | support shall be provided to the office dvisten when such

5| support is paid to the Economi c Devel opnent Trust Fund.

6 (d) The director seeretary, with assistance fromthe
7 | office divistoen, the Departnent of Revenue, and the Departnent
8 | of Labor and Enpl oynent Security, shall deternine the anpunt

9] of the tax refund that is authorized for the qualified

10 | applicant for the fiscal year in a witten final order within
11| 30 days after the date the claimfor the annual tax refund is
12 | received by the office Pepartrent—ef—Conmrerce

13 (e) The total anpunt of tax refunds approved by the
14 | director seeretary under this section in any fiscal year may
15| not exceed the anpbunt appropriated to the Econom c Devel opnent
16 | Trust Fund for such purposes for the fiscal year. If the

17 | Legi sl ature does not appropriate an anount sufficient to

18 | satisfy projections by the office deivisien for tax refunds in
19| a fiscal year, the director seeretary shall, not later than
20| July 15 of such year, determ ne the proportion of each refund
21 | clai mwhich shall be paid by dividing the anbunt appropri ated
22| for tax refunds for the fiscal year by the projected total
23 | anount of refund clains for the fiscal year. The anount of
24 | each claimfor a tax refund shall be nultiplied by the
25| resulting quotient. If, after the paynent of all such refund
26 | clains, funds remain in the Econonic Devel opnent Trust Fund
27 | for tax refunds, the director seeretary shall recal culate the
28 | proportion for each refund cl aimand adjust the anpbunt of each
29 | cl ai maccordingly.
30 (f) Upon approval of the tax refund pursuant to
31 | paragraphs (c) and (d), the Conptroller shall issue a warrant
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for the anmbunt included in the final order. In the event of
any appeal of the final order, the Conptroller may not issue a
warrant for a refund to the qualified applicant until the
conclusion of all appeals of the final order

(g) A prorated tax refund, less a 5 percent penalty,
shal | be approved for a qualified applicant provided all other
appl i cabl e requi renents have been satisfied and the applicant
proves to the satisfaction of the director that it has
achi eved at | east 80 percent of its projected enploynent.

(6) ADM NI STRATI ON. - -

(a) The office may departwent—shatH adopt rul es
pursuant to chapter 120 for the administration of this
secti on.

(b) The office departwent may verify infornmation
provided in any claimsubmtted for tax credits under this
section with regard to enpl oynent and wage | evels or the
payment of the taxes with the appropriate agency or authority
i ncludi ng the Departnent of Revenue, the Departnent of Labor
and Enpl oynent Security, or any |ocal government or authority.

(c) To facilitate the process of nonitoring and
auditing applications nade under this program the office
departwent may provide a list of qualified applicants to the
Departnent of Revenue, the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent
Security, or to any local governnent or authority. The office
departwent nmay request the assistance of said entities with
respect to nonitoring the paynent of the taxes listed in
subsection (2).

(d) By Decenber 1 of each year, the office departrent
shall submit a conplete and detailed report to the Governor
the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of all tax refunds paid under this section,
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1| including anal yses of benefits and costs, types of projects

2 | supported, enploynent and i nvestnent created, geographic

3| distribution of tax refunds granted, and mnority business

4 | participation. The report nust indicate whether the noneys

5| appropriated by the Legislature to the qualified applicant tax
6 | refund program were expended in a prudent, fiducially sound

7 | manner.

8 (7) EXPIRATION. --An applicant nay not be certified as
9| qualified under this section after June 30, 1999.

10 Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
11| 288. 106, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

12 288.106 Tax refund programfor qualified target

13 | i ndustry busi nesses. - -

14 (4) APPLI CATI ON AND APPROVAL PROCESS. - -

15 (b) To qualify for review by the office, the

16 | application of a target industry business nust, at a mni num
17 | establish the following to the satisfaction of the office:

18 1. The jobs proposed to be provided under the

19 | application, pursuant to subparagraph (a)4., nust pay an
20 | estimated annual average wage equaling at |east 115 percent of
21| the average private sector wage in the area where the business
22| is to be located or the statewide private sector average wage.
23| The office may wai ve this average wage requi renent at the
24 | request of the local governing body recomendi ng the project
25| and Enterprise Florida, Inc. The wage requirenent may only be
26 | wai ved for a project located in a rural city or county or in
27 | an enterprise zone and only when the nerits of the individua
28 | project or the specific circunstances in the conmunity in
29 | relationship to the project warrant such action. |If the loca
30 | governing body and Enterprise Florida, Inc., nmake such a
31| recommendation, it nust be transmitted in witing and the
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specific justification for the wai ver recomendati on nust be
explained. |If the director elects to waive the wage
requi rement, the waiver nust be stated in witing and the
reasons for granting the waiver nust be expl ai ned.

2. The target industry business's project nust result
in the creation of at least 10 jobs at such project and, if an
expansi on of an existing business, nust result in a net

i ncrease in enploynent of not |less than 10 percent at such

busi ness. Notwi thstanding the definition of the term

"expansi on of an existing business" under paragraph (2)(g), at

the request of the |ocal governing body recomendi ng the

project and Enterprise Florida, Inc., the office may define an

"expansi on of an existing business" in arural city, arura

county, or an enterprise zone as the expansi on of a business

resulting in a net increase in enploynent of |ess than 10

percent at such business, if the nerits of the individua

project or the specific circunstances in the comunity in

relationship to the project warrant such action. If the | oca

governi ng body and Enterprise Florida, Inc., nake such a

request, it nust be transmtted in witing and the specific

justification for the request nust be explained. If the

director elects to accept such request, such el ection nust be

stated in witing and the reason for granting the request nust

be expl ai ned.

3. The business activity or product for the
applicant's project is within an industry or industries that
have been identified by the office to be high-val ue-added
i ndustries that contribute to the area and to the econonmnic
growh of the state and that produce a hi gher standard of
living for citizens of this state in the new gl obal econony or
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that can be shown to nake an equivalent contribution to the
area and state's econonic progress.

Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 288.1221,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

288. 1221 Legislative intent.--

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to establish a
public-private partnership to provide policy direction to and
technical expertise in the pronotion and marketing of the
state's tourismattributes. The Legislature further intends to
authorize this partnership to recommend the tenets of an
i ndustry standard 4-year 5—yeatr marketing plan for an annua
mar keting plan for tourismpronotion and recomend a
conpar abl e organi zational structure to carry out such a plan
The Legislature intends to have such a plan funded by that
portion of the rental car surcharge annually dedicated to the
Tourism Pronotional Trust Fund, pursuant to s. 212.0606, and
by the tourismindustry. The Legislature intends that the
exercise of this authority by the public-private partnership
shall take into consideration the recomendati ons nade to the
1992 Legislature in the report subnmitted by the Florida
Touri sm Commi ssi on created pursuant to chapter 91-31, Laws of
Fl ori da.

Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 288.1222,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

288.1222 Definitions.--For the purposes of ss.
288.017, 288.121-288.1226, and 288.124, the term

(2) "Tourist" nmeans any person who participates in
trade or recreation activities outside the county eeunt+y of
his or her pernmanent residence or who rents or | eases
transient living quarters or accommodations as described in s.
125.0104(3) (a) .
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Section 14. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (2)
of section 288.1223, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
288.1223 Florida Comm ssion on Tourisnm creation
pur pose; nenbership.--
(2)
(f) The commission shall hetd—tts—First—reetingno
Fater—than—Septenber—1992—and—+ust neet at |east quarterly. A

majority of the nmenbers shall constitute a quorumfor the
pur pose of conducting busi ness.

(g) The CGovernor shall serve as chair of the
conm ssion. The conmi ssion shall annually bienntatty el ect one
of its tourismindustry-related nenbers as vice chair, who
shal |l preside in the absence of the chair.

Section 15. (1) The Legislature finds that tourism

associ ated with the natural, cultural, and historical assets

of this state constitutes one of the fastest grow ng segnents

of the travel and tourismindustry. Such ecotourism and

heritage tourismhold significant potential for contributing

to the econonic well-being of this state and its citizens

t hrough the generation of revenues and the creation of jobs.

The Legislature further finds that there are opportunities to

promote travel experiences that link this state's traditiona

travel destinations with its ecotourismor heritage tourism

destinations and to pronote travel experiences that |ink

ecotourismor heritage tourismdestinations within a county or

anong nmultiple counties. Overarching these findings is the

Legislature's recognition that the state's ecotouri smand

heritage touri smassets nmust be preserved and nmintained if

they are to be enjoyed by future generations. It is the intent

of the Legislature to encourage the pronotion of sustainable

ecotourismand heritage tourismin this state.
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(2) Subject to specific appropriation in the Genera

Appropriations Act, the Division of Recreation and Parks of

the Departnent of Environmental Protection is authorized to

establi sh an ecotourism pronoti on program designed to

encourage and facilitate visitation to state parks and to

other natural resources in the state, while al so saf eguardi ng

that such visitation does not jeopardize the environnenta

val ue or the sustainability of the resources. Funds

appropriated for this program my be used to:

(a) Make infrastructure inprovenents within and to, or

otherwi se rehabilitate, state parks or other natural resources

under the jurisdiction of the division

(b) Develop and distribute marketing materials

descri bing ecotourismresources under the jurisdiction of the

division, including the proxinmty of the resources to

commercial tourismsites in a region or to other ecotourism

sites in aregion in order to encourage travel experiences

that link these sites; or

(c) Award ecotourismpronotion grants to assi st

localities and regions in pronpting ecotourismor the economc

devel opnent activities related to such tourism

1. An eligible grant applicant is a governnental or

not-for-profit touri smor econonic devel opnent organi zation in

this state. An application may be subnitted jointly on behalf

of a conbination of such organi zations, in which case the

organi zati ons toget her shall be deened to be one applicant. An

organi zation may not participate in the subnission of nore

t han one applicati on.

2. Applications subnitted to the division nust include

a requested grant anount and a detail ed plan governing the

proposed use of the grant award. The division shall review
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each application and shall submit award recommendations to the

Secretary of Environnental Protection for final approval.

3. The division shall establish guidelines for

admi ni stering this programand shall establish criteria for

the conpetitive evaluation of grant applications. Eval uation

criteria nust include, but need not be limted to, the extent

to which the plan submitted with the application |inks tourism

sites within the community or region or links tourismsites

within two or nore conmunities or regions.

4. Eligible uses of grant awards incl ude:

a. Marketing ecotourismsites;

b. Marketing areas as appropriate sites for the

| ocation or expansi on of businesses that are engaged in or

that facilitate ecotourismactivities; or

c. Establishing local or regional ecotourism and

heritage touri smadvi sory and pronotion organi zati ons for

specific state parks.

5. Each grant awarded to an applicant under this

program shall not exceed $30, 000.
Section 16. Section 288.90151, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

288.90151 Funding for contracting with Enterprise
Fl orida, Inc.--

(1) (a) From funds appropriated fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund to the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent for the purpose of annually contracting with
Enterprise Florida, Inc., 10 percent of such funds for the
fiscal year 1996-1997, 20 percent of such funds for the fisca
year 1997-1998, 30 percent of such funds for the fiscal year
1998- 1999, 40 percent of such funds for the fiscal year
1999- 2000, and 50 percent of such funds for the fiscal year
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2000- 2001 shall be placed in reserve by the Executive Ofice
of the Governor. The funds may be rel eased through a budget
anendnent, in accordance with chapter 216, as requested by
Enterprise Florida, Inc., through the Ofice of Tourism
Trade, and Econonic Devel opnent if Enterprise Florida, Inc.
has provided sufficient docunentation that the same anount of
mat chi ng private funds as the anobunt placed in reserve has
been contributed during the sane fiscal year to Enterprise
Florida, Inc., in support of its econonic devel opnent efforts.
If sufficient docunmentation is not provided by the end of the
fiscal year, such funds shall revert back to the Genera
Revenue Fund.

(b) In fiscal years 1999-2000 and 2000- 2001, 50
percent of the funds placed in reserve nay be rel eased by the

sane budget amendnent process if Enterprise Florida, Inc., has

provi ded sufficient docunentation that the anount of matching

private funds contributed during the sane fiscal year to

Enterprise Florida, Inc., is equal to 75 percent of the funds

pl aced in reserve. The renmmining funds in reserve nay be

rel eased by the sane budget anendnent process if Enterprise

Florida, Inc., neets the requirenents of paragraph (a).

In each fiscal year, at |least 55 percent of the natching
private funds required to be docunented under this subsection
nmust be conprised of the first category of matching private
funds described in subsection (3).

(2) Prior to the 1999 Regul ar Session of the
Legislature, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
Governnment Accountability shall conduct a review of the
contributions nade to Enterprise Florida, Inc., during the
prior 3 years pursuant to this section. The review nust be

54

CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

CS for CS for SB 760 Second Engr ossed

conducted in such a nanner as to determ ne the anount and type
of matching private funds contri buted and the circunstances
affecting the ability to achieve or not achieve the specified
anount of matching private funds for each year. Based on this
information and historical data, the Ofice of Program Policy
Anal ysi s and Governnental Accountability shall deternine
whet her the funding levels of matching private funds for
fiscal year 1999-2000, and fiscal year 2000-2001, as specified
in this section, are appropriate. This report shall be
subm tted by January 1, 1999, to the President of the Senate,
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Senate
M nority Leader, and the House Mnority Leader

(3) For the purposes of this section, matching private
funds shall be divided into two categories. The first category
of matching private funds shall include any paynent of cash
made +rA—response to a—soHcitatton—by Enterprise Florida,
Inc., and used exetustvely by Enterprise Florida, Inc., inits
operations or prograns, excluding any paynent of cash nade by
any entity to qualify for any Enterprise Florida, Inc., state,
or local incentive, grant, or |oan program or any cash
received by Enterprise Florida, Inc., pursuant to a grant or
contract. The second category of matching private funds shal
i nclude a conveyance of property, or paynent or distribution
of property or anything of value, including contributions
i n-kind having an attributable nonetary value in any form and
i ncludi ng any paynent of cash not counted within the first
category of matching private funds. Contributions in-kind
include, but are not limted to, goods or services rendered.
The cost of the contribution shall be the reasonable cost to
t he sponsor of the goods or services.
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Section 17. Subsection (3) is added to section
288.9618, Florida Statutes, to read

288.9618 M croenterprises.--

(3) Not nore than 15 percent of the funds appropriated

each fiscal year for activities under this section may be used

for administrative expenses of the Ofice of Tourism Trade,

and Economi c Devel opnent or for adm nistrative expenses of the

organi zation with which the office contracts under this

secti on.
Section 18. Section 288.9958, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
288.9958 PRIDE Job Placenent Incentive Program --
(1) The Legislature recogni zes that the | ocation of

sone correctional facilities has been deternined by the desire

to provide enpl oynent opportunities for residents of

communi ti es that have not experienced the econonic growh of

ot her portions of the state. The Legi slature further

recogni zes that the corporation authorized by chapter 946 to

manage correctional work prograns can provi de expertise and

assi stance in the areas of on-the-job training and enpl oynent

assi stance. Partnershi ps between the state and the corporation

aut hori zed by chapter 946 to nmanage correctional work prograns

may result in increased enpl oynent opportunities for |oca

citizens. To assist the corporation authorized by chapter 946

in econonic devel opnent initiatives that specifically enhance

t he enpl oynent opportunities for WAGES partici pants, the PRI DE

Job Placenent Incentive Programis created. The Legislature

hereby pernits the corporation authorized by chapter 946 to

participate in the PRIDE Job Training Pl acenent |ncentive

Program
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(2) The PRIDE Job Placenent Incentive Programis

created to encourage the use of the corporation's expertise

and resources, including correctional facilities, in job

training and enpl oynent assistance in the econonic devel oprnent

of the state. The program shall be adninistered by the

Wor kf orce Devel opnent Board of Enterprise Florida, Inc. The

Wor kf orce Devel opnent Board shall adopt guidelines for the

adm nistration of this program Awarding of grants is

dependent upon | egislative appropriation

(a) The Workforce Devel opnment Board nay authorize a

grant of $1,000 to the corporation authorized by chapter 946,

or a business working in association with such corporation

for full-tine enploynent of a WAGES participant in those

wor kf orce devel opnent regions and two sites identified by the

Wor kf orce Devel opnent Board pursuant to subsection (3). The

i ncentive paynent shall be paid increnentally, with a paynment

of $250 upon initial enploynent, $250 at an enpl oynent

duration of 6 nonths, and $500 at an enploynent duration of 1

year. Such grants are provided to off-set the costs of

busi ness location and training the | ocal workforce.

(b) The Workforce Devel opnment Board nmay authorize a

grant of $2,400 to the corporation authorized by chapter 946,

or a business working in association with such corporation for

full-tine enploynent of a WAGES partici pant and when the

corporation provides on-the-job training to the WAGES

partici pant.

(c) Gants nmay not be issued for the enpl oynent of

i ndi viduals who have participated in a prison rehabilitative

i ndustry programlonger that 6 nonths in the 2 years prior to

enpl oynent .
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(d) WACES participants eligible for enpl oynent in the

PRI DE Job Pl acenent |ncentive Program nust be referred by

| ocal WAGES coalitions to the corporation authorized by
chapter 946.

(3) The Workforce Devel opnent Board shall identify
five workforce devel opnent regions in the state which have the

| east enpl oynent opportunities per WAGES participant and, if

approved by the Workforce Devel opnent Board, two sites where

the corporation authorized by chapter 946 has facilities or

resources. The five workforce devel opnent regions and two

sites, if applicable, designated by the Wrkforce Devel opnent

Board as having the fewest enpl oynent opportunities per WAGES

partici pant are those in which the corporation authorized by

chapter 946 or busi nesses working in association with such

corporation nmay be eligible for job placenent incentives.

(4) Businesses that have accepted a job placenent

incentive pursuant to this section nay also be eligible to

apply for any tax credits, wage suppl enentati on, wage subsi dy,

or enpl oyer paynment for that enployee which are authorized in

| aw or by agreenent with the enpl oyer.

(5) |If approved by the Departnment of Corrections,

WAGES partici pants nay be enpl oyed by the corporation

aut hori zed by chapter 946 in those facilities not operated

within the secured perineters of the prison grounds that are

managed by such corporation, and in other areas, as approved

by the Departnent of Corrections. A safety plan for all WAGES

participants in this program nust be conpleted by the

corporation in cooperation with the Departnment of Corrections.

(6) In carrying out the provisions of this section

the corporation shall be entitled to all the privil eges and

imunities as set forth in part |l of chapter 946.
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1 Section 19. As part of the sector strategy approach to
2 | econoni c devel opnent planning identified in section

3] 288.905(2)(j), Florida Statutes, Enterprise Florida, Inc.

4 | shall exanmine the current and potential econom c devel opnent

5] contribution of the hiotechnol ogy industry and other health

6 | technol ogy industries to this state. In conducting this

7 | exanmination, Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall work in

8 | conjunction with representatives of the biotechnol ogy industry
9] and other health technology industries in this state. Such

10 | exam nation shall include, but is not linmted to, an

11| identification of inpedinments to the mai ntenance and growt h of
12 | these industries in this state. One of the issues Enterprise
13| Florida, Inc., shall consider is whether there are inpedi nents
14 ) to the transfer of technology steming fromthe state's

15| policies governing the working rel ati onshi ps bet ween

16 | university scientists and private businesses. Enterprise

17 | Florida, Inc., shall also consider issues related to tax

18 | policies applicable to these industries, the capital and

19 | fi nanci ng needs of these industries, and the research and
20 | devel opnent needs of these industries, as well as any other
21| issues that Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the private-sector
22 | representatives deemsignificant. Enterprise Florida, Inc.
23| shall report to the Legislature on its findings by Cctober 1,
241 1998, including any recomendati ons for |egislative or other
25| action to inprove the business climate for these industries.
26 Section 20. Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto
27 | the contrary, the governing body of a nmunicipality or county
28 | containing a United States Environmental Protection Agency
29 | brownfield pilot project that was designated as of My 1,
30| 1997, may apply to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
31 | Devel opnent for designation of one enterprise zone
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1| enconpassing the browmnfield pilot project if the project is
2| located in a county with a population |l ess than one mllion
3| The application nust be submtted by Decenber 31, 1999, and
4| nust conply with the requirenents of section 290.0055, Florida
5] Statutes, except section 290.0055(3), Florida Statutes.
6 | Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of section 290.0065, Florida
7| Statutes, limting the total nunber of enterprise zones
8 | desi gnated and the nunber of enterprise zones within a
9 | popul ati on category, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
10 | Econoni ¢ Devel opnent shall designate one enterprise zone under
11 | this section if the zone is consistent with the linitations
12 | i nposed under this section. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
13 | Economi c Devel opnent shall establish the initial effective
14 | date of the enterprise zone designhated pursuant to this
15 | secti on.
16 Section 21. Subsection (4) of section 370.28, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended, and subsection (5) is added to that
18 | section to read:
19 370.28 Enterprise zone designation; conmunities
20 | adversely inpacted by net limtations.--
21 (4) Notwithstanding the enterprise zone residency
22 | requirenments set out in ss. 212.096(1)(c) and 220.03(1)(q),
23 | businesses located in enterprise zones designated pursuant to
24 | this section may receive the credit provided under s. 212.096
25| or s. 220.181 for hiring any person within the jurisdiction of
26 | the county within whi ch neminating—ecomnity—of such
27 | enterprise zone is located. Al other provisions of ss.
28 | 212.096, 220.03(1)(q), and 220.181 apply to such busi nesses.
29 | Notwi thstanding the requirenent specified in ss.
30| 212.08(5)(g)5. and (h)5. and (15)(a) and 220.182(1)(b) that no
31| less than 20 percent of a business's enpl oyees, excl uding
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tenporary and part-tine enpl oyees, nust be residents of an

enterprise zone for the business to qualify for the maxi num

exenption or credit provided in ss. 212.08(5)(g) and (h) and

(15) and 220.182, a business that is located in an enterprise

zone designated pursuant to this section shall be qualified

for those maxi num exenptions or credits if no |l ess than 20

percent of such enpl oyees of the business are residents of the

jurisdiction of the county within which the enterprise zone is
| ocated. Al other provisions of ss. 212.08(5)(g) and (h) and
(15) and 220.182 apply to such busi ness.

(5) Notwithstanding the tine limtations contained in

chapters 212 and 220, a business eligible to receive tax

credits under this section fromJanuary 1, 1997, to June 1

1998, nust submit an application for the tax credits hy

Decenber 1, 1998. All other requirenents of the enterprise

zone program apply to such a busi ness.
Section 22. Section 414.25, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

414.25 Exenption fromleased real property
requirenments.--1n order to facilitate inplenentation of this
chapter with respect to establishing jobs and benefits
of fices, the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security and
the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services are exenpt from
the requirenents of s. 255.25 which relate to the procurenent
of |l eased real property. This exenption expires June 30, 2000
1998.

Section 23. Subsection (1) of section 479.261, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

479. 261 Logo sign program --

(1) The departnent shall establish a | ogo sign program
for the rights-of-way of the interstate highway systemto
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provide information to notorists about avail abl e gas, food,

| odgi ng, and canpi ng services at interchanges, through the use
of business | ogos, and may include additional interchanges
under the program A logo sign for nearby attractions may be
added to this programif allowed by federal rules. An
attraction as used in this chapter is defined as an
establishnent, site, facility, or landmark which is open a

m ni rum of 5 days a week for 52 weeks a year; which charges an
admi ssion for entry; which has as its principal focus

fam ly-oriented entertainnent, cultural, educational
recreational, scientific, or historical activities; and which
is publicly recognized as a bona fide tourist attraction
However, the permts for businesses seeking to participate in
the attractions | ogo sign programshall be awarded by the
departnment annually to the hi ghest bidders, notw thstanding
the limtation on fees in subsection (5), which are qualified
for avail abl e space at each qualified |ocation, but the fees
therefor may not be |l ess than the fees established for |ogo
participants in other |ogo categories. The departnment shall,

i f approved by the Federal H ghway Adm nistration, institute a

sign programto recogni ze regional or |ocal heritage,

historic, or scenic trails at interchanges on the interstate

hi ghway system

Section 24. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall prepare a

strategic plan designed to allow Florida to capitalize on the

econom ¢ opportunities associated with the Cari bbean nati ons

and South Africa. The plan should recognize the historical and

cultural ties between this state and such areas and shoul d

focus on building a | ong-term econonic rel ationship between

these communities. The plan should al so recogni ze exi sting

econom ¢ infrastructure in Florida that could be applied
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1| toward trade and other business activities with the Caribbean
2] and South Africa. In developing this plan, Enterprise Florida,
3] Inc., shall solicit the participation and input of individuals
4 | who have expertise on these areas and their econonies,
5]including, but not limted to, business |eaders in Florida who
6 | have had previ ous busi ness experience in these areas. The plan
7 | may include recommendations for |egislative action necessary
8| to inplenment the strategic plan. The plan nust be subnitted to
9 | the Governor and Legislature before January 1, 1999.
10 Section 25. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall develop a
11 | master plan for integrating public-sector and private-sector
12 | i nternati onal -trade and reverse-i nvest nent resources, in order
13 | that busi nesses may obtain conprehensi ve assi stance and
14 | information in the nost productive and efficient manner. The
15| scope of this plan shall include, but need not be linmted to,
16 | resources related to the provision of trade i nformation, such
17 | as trade | eads and reverse investnent opportunities; trade
18 | counseling; and trade financing services. In devel oping the
19 | master plan, Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall solicit the
20 | participation and i nput of organi zati ons providing these
21 | resources, the consuners of these resources, and ot hers who
22 | have expertise and experience in international trade and
23 | reverse investnent. The master plan may incl ude
24 | recommendations for |legislative action designed to enhance the
25| delivery of international-trade and reverse-i nvest nent
26 | assi stance. The naster plan, which Enterprise Florida, |nc.
27 | may include within the annual update or nodification to the
28 | strategic plan required under section 288.905, Florida
29 | Statutes, nust be subnitted to the Legislature and the
30 | Governor before January 1, 1999.
31

63

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

CS for CS for SB 760 Second Engr ossed

Section 26. Enterprise Florida, Inc., in conjunction

with the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent,

shal |l prepare a plan for pronoting direct investnent in

Fl orida by foreign businesses. This plan nmust assess and

inventory Florida's strengths as a |ocation for foreign direct

i nvestnent and nust include a detailed strategy for

capitalizing upon those strengths. In devel oping the plan

Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall focus on businesses with

site-election criteria that are consistent with Florida's

busi ness clinmate, businesses likely to facilitate the

transshi pnent of goods through Florida or to export

Fl ori da- produced goods fromthe state, and busi nesses that

conpl enent or correspond to those industries identified as

part of the sector-strategy approach to econom c devel opnent

requi red under section 288.905, Florida Statutes. The pl an

nmust also identify weaknesses in Florida's ability to attract

foreign direct investnent and nust include a detail ed strategy

for addressi ng those weaknesses. The plan may incl ude

reconmendations for |egislative action designed to enhance

Florida's ability to attract foreign direct investnent. In

devel oping the plan, Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall solicit

the participation and input of entities that have expertise

and experience in foreign direct investnent. The plan, which

Enterprise Florida, Inc., may include within the annual update

or nodification to the strategic plan required under section
288.905, Florida Statutes, nust be submtted to the
Legi sl ature and the Governor before January 1, 1999.

Section 27. In anticipation of the day that the people

of Cuba are no |longer denied the inalienable rights and

freedomthat all nen and wonen shoul d be guarant eed,

Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall prepare a strategic plan
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1| designed to allow Florida to capitalize on the economc

2 | opportunities associated with a free Cuba. The plan should

3| recognize the historical and cultural ties between this state

4 | and Cuba and shoul d focus on building a | ong-term economc

5] relationship between these comunities. The plan should al so

6 | recogni ze existing econonic infrastructure in Florida that

7| could be applied toward trade and ot her business activities

8| with Cuba. The plan should identify specific preparatory steps

9| to be taken in advance of a lifting of the trade enbargo with

10| Cuba. In developing this plan, Enterprise Florida, Inc., shal

11| solicit the participation and i nput of individuals who have

12 | expertise on Cuba and its econony, including, but not linted

13| to, business leaders in Florida who have had previ ous busi ness

14 | experience in Cuba. The plan nmay include recomendati ons for

15 ) legislative action necessary to inplenent the strategic plan

16 | The plan nust be submitted to the Governor and Legisl ature

17 | before January 1, 1999.

18 Section 28. Subsection (9) is added to section

19 | 14. 2015, Florida Statutes, to read:

20 14.2015 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

21 | Devel opnent; creation; powers and duties. --

22 (9) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

23 | Devel opnent shall ensure the pronpt disbursenent of funds when

24 | responsi ble for the disbursenent of funds. Wen such funds

25 | have not been di shursed on or before legislatively or

26 | contractually prescribed di sbursenent dates, or within 30 days

27 | of the beginning of the state fiscal year, whichever is

28 | applicable, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

29 | Devel opnent shall notify the President of the Senate and the

30 | Speaker of the House of Representatives of the fact that such

31| funds have not been dishursed, along with a brief description
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1| of the reasons for the delay in disbhursenent. At the end of
2 | each succeedi ng 30 day period that such funds renmain
3 | undi sbursed, the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
4 | Devel opnent shall provide a supplenental report to the
5| President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
6 | Representatives with a brief description of the reasons for
7 | the continued delay in dishursenent.
8 Section 29. Section 15.18, Florida Statutes, is
9 | anended to read:
10 15.18 International and cultural relations.--The
11| Divisions of Cultural Affairs, Historical Resources, and
12 | Library and Information Services of the Departnent of State
13 | pronote prograns having substantial cultural, artistic, and
14 | indirect econom c significance that enphasize Anerican
15| creativity. The Secretary of State, as the head adm ni strator
16 | of these divisions, shall hereafter be known as "Florida's
17 | Chief Cultural Oficer." As this officer, the Secretary of
18 | State is encouraged to initiate and devel op rel ati onshi ps
19 | between the state and foreign cultural officers, their
20 | representatives, and other foreign governnental officials in
21| order to pronote Florida as the center of Anerican creativity.
22 | The Secretary of State shall coordinate internationa
23 | activities pursuant to this section with Enterprise Florida,
24 | Inc., and any other organization the secretary deens
25 | appropri at e theFHrorda—tnternationa—AHa-rs—Conmi-ssion. For
26 | the acconplishnent of this purpose, the Secretary of State
27 | shall have the power and authority to:
28 (1) Disseninate any information pertaining to the
29| State of Florida which pronbptes the state's cultural assets.
30
31
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(2) Plan and carry out activities designed to cause
i mproved cultural and governnental prograns and exchanges with
foreign countri es.

(3) Plan and inplenment cultural and social activities
for visiting foreign heads of state, diplomats, dignitaries,
and exchange groups.

(4) Encourage and cooperate with other public and
private organizations or groups in their efforts to pronote
the cultural advantages of Florida.

(5) Establish and maintain the list prescribed in s.

55.605(2)(g), relating to recognition of forei gn noney

j udgnent s.

(6)£5) Serve as the liaison with all foreign consul ar
and anbassadorial corps, as well as internationa
organi zations, that are consistent with the purposes of this
secti on.

(7)t6) Provide, arrange, and nake expenditures for the
achi evenent of any or all of the purposes specified in this
secti on.

(8) 7 Notwi t hstanding the provisions of part | of
chapter 287, pronulgate rules for entering into contracts
which are primarily for pronotional services and events, which
may include comodities involving a service. Such rules shal
include the authority to negotiate costs with the offerors of
such services and commpditi es who have been determined to be
qgqualified on the basis of technical nerit, creative ability,
and prof essional conpetency. The rules shall only apply to the
expendi ture of funds donated for pronotional services and
events. Expenditures of appropriated funds shall be made only
in accordance with part | of chapter 287.
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Section 30. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 55.604,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

55. 604 Recognition and enforcenent.--Except as
provided in s. 55.605, a foreign judgnent neeting the
requirements of s. 55.603 is conclusive between the parties to
the extent that it grants or denies recovery of a sum of
noney. Procedures for recognition and enforceability of a
foreign judgnent shall be as follows:

(1) The foreign judgnent shall be filed with the
Departnent of State and the clerk of the court and recorded in

the public records in the county or counties where enforcenent
is sought. The filing with the Departnent of State shall not

create a lien on any property.

(a) At the tinme of the recording of a foreign
judgnent, the judgnent creditor shall nmake and record with the
clerk of the circuit court an affidavit setting forth the
nane, social security nunber, if known, and |ast known
post-office address of the judgnent debtor and of the judgnent
creditor.

(b) Pronptly upon the recording of the foreign
judgnent and the affidavit, the clerk shall mail notice of the
recording of the foreign judgnent, by registered mail with
return recei pt requested, to the judgnent debtor at the
address given in the affidavit and shall nake a note of the
mai ling in the docket. The notice shall include the nane and
address of the judgnent creditor and of the judgnent
creditor's attorney, if any, in this state. In addition, the
judgnent creditor may mail a notice of the recording of the
judgnent to the judgnent debtor and may record proof of
mailing with the clerk. The failure of the clerk to nai
notice of recording will not affect the enforcenent
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proceedings if proof of mailing by the judgnent creditor has
been recor ded.

(6) ©Once an order recognizing the foreign judgrment has
been entered by a court of this state, the order and a copy of
the judgnent shall be filed with the Departnent of State and

may be recorded in any other county of this state w thout
further notice or proceedings, and shall be enforceable in the
sanme manner as the judgnent of a court of this state.

Section 31. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
55.605, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

55.605 Grounds for nonrecognition.--

(2) A foreign judgnent need not be recognized if:

(g) The foreign jurisdiction where judgnent was
rendered woul d not give recognition to a simlar judgnment
rendered in this state. For purposes of this paragraph, the

Secretary of State shall establish and naintain a |list of

foreign jurisdictions where the condition specified in this

par agr aph has been found to apply.

Section 32. Section 5. Section 257.34, Florida
Statutes, is created to read

257.34 Florida State International Archive and
Repository. --

(1) There is created within the Division of Library

and Information Services of the Departnent of State the

Florida International Archive and Repository for the

preservation of those public records, as defined in s.

119.011(1), nmanuscripts, international judgenents involving

di sput es bet ween donestic and forei gn busi nesses, and al

other public matters the departnent or the Florida Council of

I nternational Devel opnent deens relevant to internationa

issues. It is the duty and responsibility of the division to:
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(a) Organize and administer the Florida State

I nternational Archive and Repository;

(b) Preserve and adm nister such records as shall be

transferred to its custody; accept, arrange, and preserve

them according to approved archival and repository practices;

and permt them at reasonable tines and under the supervision

of the division, to be inspected, exanined, and copied. A

public records transferred to the custody of the division

shal |l be subject to the provisions of s. 119.07(1).

(c) Assist the records and infornati on nanagenent

programin the determ nation of retention values for records;

(d) Cooperate with and assist insofar as practicable

state institutions, departnents, agencies, counties,

nmuni cipalities, and individuals engaged in internationa

related activities;

(e) Provide a public research room where, under rul es

establ i shed by the division, the materials in the

i nternational archive and repository nay be studi ed;

(f) Conduct, pronote, and encourage research in

i nternational trade, governnent, and culture and maintain a

program of information, assistance, coordination, and gui dance

for public officials, educational institutions, libraries, the

scholarly community, and the general public engaged in such

research;
(g) Cooperate with and, insofar as practicable, assist

agencies, libraries, institutions, and individuals in projects

designed to pronpte international related i ssues and preserve

original materials relating to international rel ated issues;

and
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(h) Assist and cooperate with the records and

i nformati on nmanagenent programin the training and i nfornation
program described in s. 257.36(1)(9g).
(2) Any agency is authorized and enpowered to turn

over to the division any record no longer in current official

use. The division, inits discretion, is authorized to accept

such record and, having done so, shall provide for its

admi ni stration and preservation as herein provided and, upon

acceptance, shall be considered the | egal custodian of such

record. The division is enpowered to direct and effect the

transfer to the archives of any records that are determ ned by

the division to have such historical or other value to warrant

their continued preservation or protection, unless the head of

t he agency which has custody of the records certifies in

witing to the division that the records shall be retained in

the agency's custody for use in the conduct of the regul ar

current business of the agency.

(3) Title to any record transferred to the Florida

State International Archive and Repository, as authorized in

this chapter, shall be vested in the division

(4) The division shall nmake certified copies under

seal of any record transferred to it upon the application of

any person, and said certificates shall have the sane force

and effect as if made by the agency from which the record was

received. The division may charge a fee for this service based

upon the cost of service.

(5) The division may establish and maintain a schedul e

of fees for services which shall include, but not be |imted

to, restoration of materials, storage of materials, special

research services, and publications.
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1 (6) The division shall establish and nmaintain a

2 | mechani sm by which the information contained within the

3| Florida State International Archive and Repository may be

4 | accessed by conputer via the Wrld Wde Wb. |In doing so, the
5] division shall take whatever neasures it deens appropriate to
6| insure the validity, quality and safety of the infornmation

7 | bei ng accessed.

8 (7) The division shall pronul gate such rules as are

9 | necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section

10 (8) The Florida Council of International Devel opnent
11| may select materials for inclusionin the Florida State

12 | International Archive and Repository and shall be consulted
13| closely by the division in all natters relating to its

14 | establi shmrent and nmai nt enance.

15 Section 33. Present subsections (3), (4), and (5) of
16 | section 288.012, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as

17 | subsections (4), (5), and (6), respectively, and a new

18 | subsection (3) is added to that section to read:

19 288.012 State of Florida foreign offices.--The
20 | Legislature finds that the expansion of international trade
21| and tourismis vital to the overall health and growh of the
22 | econony of this state. This expansion is hanpered by the |ack
23 | of technical and busi ness assi stance, financial assistance,
24 | and information services for businesses in this state. The
25| Legislature finds that these businesses could be assisted by
26 | providing these services at State of Florida foreign offices.
27 | The Legislature further finds that the accessibility and
28 | provi sion of services at these offices can be enhanced through
29 | cooperative agreenents or strategic alliances between state
30| entities, local entities, foreign entities, and private
31 | busi nesses.
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1 (3) By Cctober 1 of each year, each foreign office
2| shall submt to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
3 | Devel opnent a conplete and detailed report on its activities
4 | and acconplishnents during the preceding fiscal year. In a
5| format provided by Enterprise Florida, Inc., the report nust
6| set forth information on
7 (a) The nunber of Florida conpani es assi st ed.
8 (b) The nunber of inquiries received about investnent
9| opportunities in this state.
10 (c) The nunber of trade | eads generated.
11 (d) The nunber of investnent projects announced.
12 (e) The estimated U.S. dollar val ue of sales
13 | confirmations.
14 (f) The nunber of representation agreenents.
15 (g) The nunber of conpany consultations.
16 (h) Barriers or other issues affecting the effective
17 | operation of the office.
18 (i) Changes in office operations which are planned for
19 | the current fiscal year
20 (j) Marketing activities conducted
21 (k) Strategic alliances fornmed with organi zations in
22 | the country in which the office is |ocated.
23 (1) Activities conducted with other Florida foreign
24 | offices.
25 (m Any other information that the office believes
26 | would contribute to an understanding of its activities.
27 Section 34. Subsection (9) of section 288.8175
28| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
29 288.8175 Linkage institutes between postsecondary
30| institutions in this state and foreign countries.--
31
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(9) The Departnent of Education shall review and nake
| i nkage-institute budget requests to the Governor and the
Legislature. State appropriations for institutes created under
this section nust be nmade by a single lunp-sumline itemto
t he departnent, which nust apportion the funds anobng the
various institutes in accordance with criteria established by
the departnent. The linkage institutes shall be eligible to

apply on a conpetitive basis to the Ofice of Tourism Trade,

and Economi c Devel opnent for the Targeted Market Pil ot Project

Grants Programas defined in s. 14.2015, designed to inprove

short and long terminternational business opportunities for

Fl ori da busi nesses.
Section 35. Section 288.9530, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
288. 9530 The Florida Busi ness Expansi on Corporation.--
(1) The Florida Busi ness Expansion Corporation is

hereby created as a corporation not-for-profit, to be

i ncor porated under the provisions of chapter 617. The

corporation is organi zed on a nonstock basis. The corporation

shal | provi de busi ness expansi on assi stance to busi nesses in

this state having job growth or energi ng technol ogy potenti al

and fewer than 500 enpl oyees. The prinmary purpose of the

corporation shall be to assist such Florida businesses to grow

t hrough the devel opnent of cross-border transactions which

| ead to increased revenues, cost reductions, sales or

i nvestnents for Florida businesses. For purposes of this Act,

cross-border transactions" shall be defined as the formation

of joint venture, strategic alliance, investnent, technol ogy

transfer or licensing, co-devel opnent, or other comerci al

rel ati onshi ps between Fl ori da busi nesses and non-Fl ori da

entities. In providing its services, the corporation shal
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seek to recover its costs and expenditures of state funds via

fee, equity participation, or any other form of revenue

generation or recovery, and to achieve the self-sufficiency of

its operations. It is the intent of the Legislature that the

corporation achieve self-sufficiency within three years of its

establi shnent. For the purposes of this section, the term

sel f-sufficiency" shall nean that the annual expenses of

operation of the corporation shall be less than or equal to

the total value of the conpensation derived including fee,

equity participation, or any other formof revenue generation

or recovery fromthe operations of the corporation by June 30,
2001.

(2) The corporation is intended to conplinent, rather

than duplicate, the services and prograns of Enterprise

Florida, Inc., the Florida Export Finance Corporation, and

ot her existing econonic devel opnent entities. The corporation

prograns are to serve snall to nid-sized Florida firns in

conducting transactions with entities located in other states

and nati ons.
Section 36. Section 288.9531, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
288. 9531 Powers and Duties of the Corporation.--
(1) In addition to all of the statutory powers of

Florida not-for-profit corporations, the corporation shal

have the power and duty to:

(a) Perform anal yses of opportunities to Florida

busi nesses fromthe formati on of stronger and nunerous

commercial relationshi ps through cross-border transactions;

(b) Locate Florida busi nesses which are strong

candi dates for busi ness expansi on and match such busi nesses
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with joint venture or strategic alliance partners, sources of

i nvestnent capital, or purchasers or |icensees of technol ogy;

(c) Prepare selected Florida firns to achi eve busi ness

expansi on through preparati on of business plans and marketing

materials, arranging participation in major donestic and

international events targeted towards industry participants

and i nvestors, and placenent of articles in business press and

trade publications;

(d) Counsel Florida businesses in the devel opnent and

executi on of cross-border transactions;

(e) Develop, in conjunction with target businesses,

criteria for evaluation of potential cross-border transactions

or strategic partners;

(f) Provide listings of strategic partners whi ch neet

agreed-upon criteria;

(g) Devel op negotiating strategi es and nmarketing

mat eri al s designed to address the concerns of potenti al

strategic partners;

(h) Approach and initiate discussions with potenti al

strategic partners and investors;

(i) Present Florida small and nediumsized firns to

potential strategic partners and investors;

(j) Ildentify and, in conjunction with associated

prof essi onal s, provide guidance on critical business and | ega

i ssues associ ated with proposed transactions, including issues

relating to transfers of assets, ownership of intellectua

property, tax planning, and other relevant matters;

(k) Assist in the negotiation of pricing and terms of

participation of the parti es;
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1 (1) dose cross-border transactions on behal f of

2| Florida snmall and nedi umsi zed firns, and nmanage outsi de

3| professionals in the closing of the transaction

4 (m Handle issues that arise after closing to ensure
5| conti nued success of the transaction; and

6 (n) Charge fees, in anpbunts to be determ ned by the

7| board, to defray the operating costs of its prograns.

8 (2) On or bhefore Decenber 31, 1998, the corporation

9| shall submt to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
10 | Devel opnent a busi ness plan providing further specifics of its
11 | operations, including, but not linmited to, the foll ow ng:

12 (a) Specific goals and outcones to be achi eved by the
13 | corporation in the acconplishnent of its statutory duties;
14 (b) Types of specific assistance to be rendered to

15| Fl orida busi nesses, including detail ed descriptions of the
16 | specific steps required to provide each type of assistance,
17 | and the projected costs of such assistance; and

18 (c) Specific provisions for the self-sufficient

19 | operation of the corporation prior to July 1, 2001, including
20 | specific projections of the conpensation anticipated from
21 | generation of successful cross-border transactions.
22 (d) A description of the manner in which the
23 | corporation will interact with existing state-sponsored
24 | econom ¢ devel opnent entities.
25 (3) The business plan and the data upon which it is
26 | based shall constitute a public record and shall be
27 | distributed in a manner which will provide nmaxi mum benefit to
28 | Fl ori da busi nesses.
29 Section 37. Section 288.9532, Florida Statutes, is
30| created to read:
31 288.9532 Board of directors.--
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(1) The corporation shall have an initial board of

directors consisting of the foll owi ng persons:

(a) The President of Enterprise Florida, Inc., or his

desi gnee;
(b) The Conptroller or his designee;

(c) The Conmi ssioner of Insurance or his designee;

(d) The chair of the Florida Bl ack Busi ness | nvestnent

Board or his designee;

(e) The chair of the Florida Export Finance

Cor poration or his designee; and
(f) The chair of the Florida First Capital Finance
corporation or his designee.

(2) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of subsection (1),

the board of directors may by resol uti on appoint to the board

up to ten at-large nenbers fromthe private sector, each of

whom shall serve a 2-year term Mnority and gender

representation shall be considered when naeking at-Iarge

appoi ntnents to the board. At-large nenbers shall have the

powers and duties of other nenbers of the board. An at-large

nenber is eligible for reappointnent, but nmay not vote on his

or her own reappoi nt nent.

(3) The board shall ensure that its conposition is

reflective of the diversity of Florida's business conmunity,

and to the greatest degree possible shall include, but not be

limted to, individuals representing snall and nedi um si zed

busi nesses, mnority busi nesses, universities and ot her

institutions of higher education, and international and

donesti ¢ econoni ¢ devel opnent organi zations. A najority of

at-large nenbers of the board shall have significant

experience in international business, with expertise in the
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areas of trade, transportation, finance, law, or

manuf act uri ng.

(4) Menbers of the board of directors shall serve

wi t hout conpensation, but nenbers, the president, and staff

may be reinbursed for all reasonable, necessary, and actua

expenses, as deternined by the board of directors.

(5) A mjority of currently serving nenbers of the

board shall constitute a quorum for purposes of all business
of the board.

Section 38. Section 288.9533, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

288. 9533 Powers and Duties of the Board of
Directors.--The board shall

(1) Prior to the expenditure of funds fromthe Florida

Busi ness Expansi on account, adopt byl aws and i nternal

procedures which are necessary to carry out the

responsibilities of the corporation. The articles and byl aws

of the corporation shall be revi ewed and approved by the

O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent prior to

final adoption by the board;

(2) Hold regularly schedul ed neetings, at |east

gquarterly, in order to carry out the objectives and duties of
t he board;
(3) Develop a streamined application and revi ew

pr ocess;
(4) Adopt rules and policies, including application

and award criteria, regarding eligibility of businesses to

receive assistance fromthe corporation. Such rules and

policies shall include, but not be linited to, the

requi renments that the target businesses:

(a) Shall have substantial operations in Florida;
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(b) Shall have products, business or technology in

exi stence at the tinme of application

(c) Shall have proven nmanagenent;

(d) Shall be in a stage of business which is favorable

t o expansi on of the business into international markets;

(e) Shall have products or technol ogi es which have a

substantial potential for beneficial effect on business

expansi on, busi ness revenue or enploynent in Florida;, and

(f) Shall have products or technol ogi es which are

potential technology or market | eaders with substanti al

commercial potential in international markets.

(5) Proposed awards of assistance shall be revi ewed

and approved at neetings of the board. The board shall give

the highest priority to activities that offer the greatest

opportunity for econonic devel opnent inpact and cost recovery.
Section 39. Chapter 288.9534, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
288. 9534 Managenent of the Corporation.--
(1) The activities of the corporation shall be

admi ni stered under a nmultiyear contract with a private sector

entity selected by the board no later than Septenber 1, 1998.

Such conpany shall have responsibility for performance of al

statutory duties of the corporation, under the control and

supervi sion of the board. Potential nmanagenent conpanies

shal | :
(a) Have existing operations in Florida, and provide

Fl ori da-resi dent personnel to perform services under the

contract;
(b) Have an established record of success in the

creation of cross-border transactions, and at |east ten years

of operational experience in such business;
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(c) Have staff with substantial financial and

international affairs experience;

(d) Have international offices;

(e) Commit to a cash match expenditure of ten percent

of the anmpunt of the state contract issued pursuant to this

section, with such cash to be provided fromthe capital of the

contractor and expended directly in the pursuit of the

statutory purposes of the corporation; and

(f) Have substantial experience in as nany of the

foll owi ng areas as possi bl e:

1. Arrangenent of cross-border transactions;

2. Devel opnent and inplenentation of market entry

strategi es for business expansion

3. Preparation of market anal yses and strategic plans;

and
4. Work with foreign and donestic financi al

institutions, highly regulated industries and foreign

gover nnent s.

(2) The conpany sel ected pursuant to this subsection

shal | provide personnel to serve as officers of the

corporation who shall performon behalf of the corporation al

of the customary functions of the offices they occupy.

(3) The board shall provide by contract for division

wi th the managenent conpany of total conpensation derived from

t he operations of the corporation. Such division shall be nade

guarterly, and shall involve the total conpensation of the

corporation which are in excess of the expenses of the

corporation for that quarter

(4) Prior to securing nmanagenent services for the

corporation, staffing of the corporation shall be provided by

the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent, which
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shall provide to the board by August 7, 1998, a list of

candi dates qualified and desiring to performthe duties of the

nmanagenent conpany specified in this section. The Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent shall al so have

responsibility for the establishment of perfornmance neasures

and requirenents which provide for the perfornmance of the

statutory duties of the corporation, as well as the foll ow ng:

(a) Specific outcones fromthe performance of the

nmanagenent conpany, as well as tinetables for the

acconpl i shnment of such out cones;

(b) Requirenents relating to the handling of state

funds and providing for third party audit and financial review

of the operations of the corporation;

(c) Reversion to the state of all assets of the

corporation in the event of cessation of operations of the

corporation; and

(d) Ternination of the managenent conpany in the event

of its failure to performthe duties or deliver the outcones

provided in the nmanagenent contract.
Section 40. Section 288.9535, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

288. 9535 Florida Busi ness Expansi on Account. --

(1) The board shall create the Florida Business

Expansi on account for the purpose of receiving state, federal

and private financial resources, and the return from

enpl oynent of those resources, and for the purposes of the

corporation. The account shall be under the exclusive contro
of the board.
(2) Resources in the account shall be allocated for

operati ng expenses of the corporation and for other

statutorily authorized purposes, including costs of research
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provi sion of business assistance to targeted businesses, and

ot her costs.

(3) Appropriations for the corporation shall be

deposited into the account.

(4) The board nmay establish the account and any

sub- accounts necessary and conveni ent for the operation of the

corporation with state or federally chartered financi al

institutions in this state and nay invest the assets of the

account in permssible securities.

(5) At all tines, the board shall attenpt to naxinize

the returns on funds in the account.

(6) Al revenues received fromthe operations of the

corporation shall be redeposited in the account to be used to

promote the statutory purposes of the corporation

(7) Under no circunstances shall the credit of the

state be pledged by or on behalf of the corporation, other

than funds appropriated by law to the account, nor shall the

state be liable or obligated in any way for clainms on the

account or agai nst the corporation

(8) Pursuant to s. 216.351, the anmount of any npneys

appropriated to the account which are unused at the end of the

fiscal year shall not be subject to reversion under s.

216.301. Al noneys in the account are continuously

appropriated to the account and may be used for the purposes

specified in this section. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni ¢ Devel oprment shall ensure that all funds in the

account shall revert to the state in the event that the

corporation is dissolved, ceases operations, or upon the

eval uation of the board that such services cannot be provided

on a cost-recovery basis. Such a determ nation shall be nade
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1| only after an initial period of program setup and marKket
2| research of at |east one year
3 Section 41. Section 288.9536, Florida Statutes, is
4| created to read
5 288. 9536 Reporting and Review. --
6 (1) By Septenber 1, 1999, the corporation in
7 | cooperation with the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and
8 | Governnent Accountability shall devel op a research design
9 | including goals and neasurabl e objectives for the corporation
10 | which will provide the Legislature with a quantitative
11 | eval uation of the corporation. The corporation shall utilize
12 | the nonitoring nechani sns and reports devel oped in the designs
13 | and provide these reports to the Governor, the President of
14 | the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
15 the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
16 | Accountability.
17 (2) On January 31, 2000, and on January 31 of each
18 | succeedi ng year, the corporation shall prepare a report on the
19 | financial status of the corporation and the account and shal
20| submit a copy of the report to the Governor, the President of
21| the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
22 | the President of Enterprise Florida, Inc. The report shal
23 | specify the assets and liabilities of the account within the
24 | current fiscal year and shall include a list of the businesses
25| assisted, the benefits obtai ned by each busi ness assi st ed,
26 | including, but not linmted to, increased revenues, cost
27 | reductions, sales or investnent which have been realized by
28 | such busi nesses.
29 (3) Prior to the 2001 regul ar session of the
30| Legislature, the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and
31| Governnent Accountability shall performa review and
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1| evaluation of the corporation using the research design
2| promul gated pursuant to this section. The report shall review
3| and comment on the operations and acconplishnents of the
4 | corporation. A report of the findings and recommendati ons of
5| the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
6 | Accountability shall be submitted to the President of the
7 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives prior
8| to the 2001 regul ar session
9 Section 42. Part |V of chapter 721, Florida Statutes,
10 | consisting of sections 721.96, 721.97, and 721.98, is created
11| to read:
12 721.96 Purpose.--The purpose of this part is to
13 | provide for the appoi ntnent of conmi ssioners of deeds to take
14 | acknowl edgnents, proofs of execution and oaths outside the
15| United States in connection with the execution of any deed,
16 | nortgage, deed of trust, contract, power of attorney, or any
17 | other agreenent, instrunent or witing concerning, relating
18| to, or to be used or recorded in connection with a tineshare
19 | estate, tineshare |license, any property subject to a tinmeshare
20| plan, or the operation of a tineshare plan |ocated within this
21 | state.
22 721.97 Tineshare Conmi ssioner of Deeds.--
23 (1) The Governor mmy appoi nt commi ssioners of deeds to
24 | take acknow edgnments, proofs of execution or oaths in any
25| foreign country. The termof office shall be for four years.
26 | Conmi ssioners of deeds shall have authority to take
27 | acknowl edgnents, proofs of execution and oaths in connection
28 | with the execution of any deed, nortgage, deed of trust,
29 | contract, power of attorney, or any other witing to be used
30| or recorded in connection with a tinmeshare estate, tineshare
31| license, any property subject to a tineshare plan, or the
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1| operation of a tineshare plan |located within this state;

2 | provided such instrunent or witing is executed outside the

3] United States. Such acknowl edgnents, proofs of execution and

4 | oaths nust be taken or nade in the manner directed by the | aws
5] of this state, including, but not limted to, s. 117.05(4),

6 |(5)(a) and (6), and certified by a conm ssioner of deeds. The

7| certification shall be endorsed on or annexed to the

8| instrunent or witing aforesaid and has the sane effect as if
9| made or taken by a notary public licensed in this state.

10 (2) Any person seeking to be appointed a conm ssion of
11 | deeds shall take and subscribe an oath, before a notary public
121 in this state or any other state, or a person authorized to

13 | take oaths in another country, to well and faithfully execute
14 | and performthe duties of such conmi ssioner of deeds. The oath
15 ] shall be filed with the Departnent of State prior to the

16 | person bei ng conmi ssi oned.

17 (3) Oficial acts perforned by any previously

18 | appoi nted conmmi ssi oners of deeds between May 30, 1997, and the
19 | effective date of this part, are declared valid as though such
20| official acts were perforned in accordance with and under the
21| authority of this part.
22 721.98 Powers of the division.--The division has no
23| duty or authority to regulate, enforce, or ensure conpliance
24 | with any provision of this part.
25 Section 43. Subject to an appropriation in the Genera
26 | Appropriations Act, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economc
27 | Devel opnent is authorized to contract with Enterprise Florida,
28| Inc., for the award of Inner City Redevel opnent Assi stance
29 | Grants in connection with the urban initiative of Enterprise
30| Florida, Inc. Such grants may only be used to fund econonic
31| devel opnent in areas that neet or exceed the criteria for
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1| areas eligible under the Uban Hi gh-Crine Area Job Tax Credit

2 | Program pursuant to section 212.097, Florida Statutes.

3 Section 44. Subsection (18) of section 212.097,

4| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 212.097 Urban High-Crine Area Job Tax Credit

6| Program - -

7 (18) Applications for credit under this section may be

8| submitted on or after January 1, 1999. Prior to January 1,

9] 2000, the Legislature may review all areas designhated by | oca
10 | governnent and approved by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
11 | Econoni c Devel opnent for use of the tax credit. If the
12 | Legislature deternines that any | ocal governnent application
13 | has been submitted which fails to include the highest crine
14 | areas in the county or city, based upon the criteria
15| established in this section, the unit of |ocal governnent
16 | which has applied for the tax credit nust reinburse the state
17 ) in an anount equal to the credit clained by businesses in the
18 | affected jurisdiction.

19 Section 45. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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