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ENROLLED
1998 Legislature SB 766, 1st Engrossed

An act relating to insurance; creating s.

626. 2816, F.S.; requiring continuing education
course providers and rel ated personnel to be
approved by the Departnent of |nsurance;
providing for the adoption of rules related to
conti nui ng education; anmending s. 626.601
F.S.; providing for the departnent to

i nvestigate all eged inproper conduct by

conti nui ng educati on course providers and

rel ated personnel; anending s. 626.681, F.S.
aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Insurance to

i npose an administrative penalty on conti nuing
educati on course providers and rel ated
personnel under certain circunstances; anendi ng
S. 627.7295, F.S.; providing that certain
restrictions on issuance of private passenger
not or vehicle insurance do not apply if the
policy is paid by payroll deduction or by
automatic electronic funds transfer; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 626.2816, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
626. 2816 Regul ati on of continui ng education for

| i censees, course providers, instructors, school officials and

noni t or groups. - -

(1) Continuing education course providers,

i nstructors, school officials and nonitor groups nust be
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approved by the departnent before offering continuing

educati on courses pursuant to s. 626.2815.

(2) The departnent shall adopt rules establishing

standards for the approval, regul ation, and operation of the

conti nui ng education prograns and for the discipline of

| i censees, course providers, instructors, school officials and

noni tor groups. The standards nmust be designed to ensure that

such course providers, instructors, school officials and

noni t or groups have the know edge, conpetence and integrity to

fulfill the educational objectives of ss. 626.2815,
626. 869(5), 648.385, and 648. 386.
(3) The departnent shall adopt rules establishing a

process by which conpliance with the continui ng education
requi rements of ss. 626.2815, 626.869(5), 648.385, and 648. 386
can be deternm ned, the establishnent of a continuing education

requi renment cycle for licensees, and forns necessary to

i npl erent such a process.
Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 626.601, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

626. 601 | nproper conduct; inquiry; fingerprinting.--

(1) The departnent may, upon its own notion, and
shall, upon a witten conplaint signed by any interested
person and filed with the departnent, inquire into any all eged
i mproper conduct of any licensed agent, solicitor, adjuster
service representative, nmanagi ng general agent, continuing
educati on course provider, instructor, school official or

noni tor group, or clains investigator under this code.
Section 3. Section 626.681, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

ENROLLED
1998 Legislature SB 766, 1st Engrossed

626.681 Administrative fine in |lieu of suspension
revocati on, or refusal of |icense, er appointnent, or
di sapproval . - -

(1) Except as to insurance agencies, if the departnent
finds that one or nore grounds exist for the suspension
revocation, or refusal to renew or continue any |license or
appoi ntnent issued under this chapter, or disapproval of a

conti nui ng educati on course provider, instructor, schoo

official or nonitor groups the departnent may, in its

di scretion, in lieu of such suspension, revocation, o+
refusal, or disapproval,and except on a second offense or

when such suspension, revocation, or refusal is nandatory,
i npose upon the |icensee, 6+ appoi ntee, course provider

i nstructor, school official or nonitor group an adm nistrative

penalty in an anmount up to $500 or, if the departnment has
found willful misconduct or willful violation on the part of
the |icensee, of appoi ntee, course provider, instructor

school official or nonitor group up to $2,500. The

admi nistrative penalty may, in the discretion of the
departnent, be augnented by an anount equal to any conm ssions
received by or accruing to the credit of the licensee or

appoi ntee in connection with any transaction as to which the
grounds for suspension, revocation, or refusal related.

(2) Wth respect to insurance agencies, if the
departnment finds that one or nore grounds exist for the
suspensi on, revocation, or refusal to renew or continue any
license issued under this chapter, the departnent may, inits
di scretion, in lieu of such suspension, revocation, or
refusal, inpose upon the licensee an adm nistrative penalty in
an anount not to exceed $10,000 per violation. The
adm nistrative penalty may, in the discretion of the

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O b~ WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

ENROLLED
1998 Legislature SB 766, 1st Engrossed

departnent, be augnented by an anount equal to any conmi ssions
received by or accruing to the credit of the licensee in
connection with any transaction as to which the grounds for
suspensi on, revocation, or refusal rel ated.

(3) The department may allow the |icensee, of
appoi ntee, or continuing education course provider

i nstructor, school official or nonitor group a reasonable

period, not to exceed 30 days, within which to pay to the
departnment the anount of the penalty so inposed. |If the
|'i censee, of appoi ntee, course provider, instructor, schoo

official or nonitor group fails to pay the penalty inits

entirety to the departnent within the period so allowed, the
l'i cense, of appoi ntnents, or approval of that person the

H-ecensee—or—appointee shall stand suspended or revoked or

renewal or continuation shall be refused, as the case may be,

upon expiration of such peri od.

Section 4. Subsection (7) of section 627.7295, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

627. 7295 Mbdtor vehicle insurance contracts. --

(7) A policy of private passenger notor vehicle
i nsurance or a hinder for such a policy may be initially
issued in this state only if the insurer or agent has
collected fromthe insured an anount equal to 2 nonths'
premium An insurer, agent, or prenmumfinance conpany nay
not directly or indirectly take any action resulting in the
i nsured having paid fromthe insured's own funds an anount
| ess than the 2 nonths' premumrequired by this subsection
This subsection applies without regard to whether the prem um
is financed by a prem um finance conpany or is paid pursuant
to a periodic paynent plan of an insurer or an insurance
agent. This subsection does not apply if an insured or nenber
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1| of the insured's family is renewing or replacing a policy or a
2 | binder for such policy witten by the sane insurer or a nenber
3| of the sane insurer group. This subsection does not apply to
4| an insurer that issues private passenger notor vehicle
5| coverage primarily to active duty or fornmer nilitary personne
6| or their dependents. This subsection does not apply if the
7| policy is paid pursuant to a payroll deduction plan or an
8 | automatic electronic funds transfer paynent plan.This
9 | subsection and subsection (4) do not apply if an insured has
10| had a policy in effect for at least 6 nonths, the insured's
11 ]| agent is term nated by the insurer that issued the policy, and
12 | the insured obtains coverage on the policy's renewal date with
13 | a new conpany through the terni nated agent.
14 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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