Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 859
By Representative Rodriguez- Chonmat

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to foreign |icensed physici ans;

3 creating s. 458.3124, F.S.; providing for

4 devel opnent of fornulas for reserving certain

5 nedi cal education postgraduate training

6 positions for foreign licensed physicians;

7 providing for proposals to increase the nunber

8 of certified or establish noncertified

9 postgraduate training positions; providing

10 eligibility requirements for such positions for

11 foreign licensed physicians; specifying

12 ci rcunst ances under whi ch supervi sed practice

13 shall fulfill the postgraduate training

14 requirenment; requiring additional supervised

15 practice for certain foreign |icensed

16 physicians prior to exam nation for |icensure;

17 providing for rules; providing for future

18 repeal and legislative review, anending s.

19 458. 311, F. S.; revising a nedical education
20 specialty requirenent for foreign licensed
21 physi ci ans; providing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 458.3124, Florida Statutes, is
26 | created to read:
27 458. 3124 Foreign |licensed physicians; intern positions
28 | leading to licensure by examination.--
29 (1) The Legislature recognizes that in order to ensure
30| the safe practice of nedicine in Florida, every physician
31| practicing in this state nust nmeet nininumrequirenents and
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denonstrate ni ni num conpetenci es, as deternined by the board.

The Legi sl ature recogni zes that a significant portion of

Florida's popul ation cones fromother countries in the Western

Hem sphere, particularly Cuba, Haiti, and Nicaragua. Further

the Legislature recognizes that, in order to ensure access to

gquality health care for these individuals, a concerted effort

is required to increase the nunber of qualified health care

practitioners who represent these popul ations. Therefore,

foreign licensed physicians fromother countries in the

Western Hemi sphere are afforded reasonabl e opportunities to

neet Florida's requirenents for licensure by exanination
(2) The Agency for Health Care Administration shal
work with representatives of the nedical schools at the

Universities of Florida, Mam, and South Florida to devel op

nut ual | y agreed-upon fornmulas for reserving a nini num nunber

of existing postgraduate training positions certified by the

Accreditati on Council for Graduate Medi cal Education for

foreign licensed physicians, which shall be agreed upon by
January 1, 1998.

(3) The Agency for Health Care Administration shal
work with representatives of the nedical schools at the

Universities of Florida, Mam, and South Florida to devel op

proposals to increase the nunber of postgraduate training

positions certified by the Accreditation Council for G aduate

Medi cal Education, or to establish postgraduate training

positions not certified by the Accreditation Council for

Graduat e Medical Education. Proposals shall be subnmitted to

the approving authority no later than January 1, 1998.
Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of s. 458.311(1)(f)3.c., any
foreign licensed physician who is approved to enroll in a

postgraduate training position not certified by the
2
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Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Educati on and who

successfully conpletes the training as determ ned by the

appropriate institution shall be required to practice 12

addi ti onal nmonths as an unlicensed physician under the

i ndirect supervision of a fully licensed physician, or a

physi ci an hol ding a nedical faculty certificate, before he or

she may be sponsored to sit for Part Ill of the United States

Medi cal Licensi ng Exam nati on.

(4) |If the postgraduate training positions described

in subsections (2) and (3) are not created or are not

sufficient to satisfy the need and denand for such positions,

the requirenent for postgraduate training shall be satisfied

by full-tine work or participation in:

(a) A programof the Departnent of Health or the

Departnent of Corrections, in which the participant provides

supervi sed nedi cal services;

(b) Any special program approved by the agency,

provided by a nonteaching hospital, a clinic, or a health

nmai nt enance organi zation in the state, in which the

partici pant provides supervi sed nedi cal services; or

(c) Any program activity, or enploynent in which the

partici pant provides supervised nedical services.

(5) To be eligible for an intern position as descri bed

in subsections (2) and (3), an applicant nust docunent in the

application to the appropriate institution that he or she

neets the foll owi ng requirenents:

(a) Is a United States citizen or has | awful

i m gration status.

(b) Was a resident of Florida during the i medi ately

preceding 12 nonths prior to applying under this section
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(c) |Is a graduate of a foreign nedical institution

| ocated in the Western Hem sphere and listed in the Wrld

Directory of Medical Schools published by the World Health

Organi zati on

(d) Has practiced nedicine a mninumof 5 years.

(e) Has not committed any act or offense in this or

any other jurisdiction which would constitute the basis for

di sci plining a physician or physician assistant pursuant to

this chapter or chapter 455 or chapter 893.

(f) Is not under discipline, investigation, or

prosecution in any jurisdiction for an action that would

constitute a violation of this chapter or chapter 455 or
chapter 893.

The application for an internship under this program nust be

subm tted and accepted prior to Cctober 1, 2002.
(6) The Agency for Health Care Adnministration and the
board shall adopt rules to inplenment this section

(7) This section shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 1,

2002. The Legislature shall prior to such repeal reviewthe

need to continue this program

Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
458. 311, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

458. 311 Licensure by exam nation; requirenents;
fees.--

(1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician
shal|l apply to the departnent to take the licensure
exam nati on. The departnent shall exam ne each applicant whom
the board certifies:
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(f) Meets one of the follow ng nedical education and
post graduate training requirenents:

l.a. |Is a graduate of an allopathic nedical school or
al | opat hic coll ege recogni zed and approved by an accrediting
agency recogni zed by the United States Ofice of Education

b. |If the language of instruction of the nedica
school is other than English, has denonstrated conpetency in
English through presentation of a satisfactory grade on the
Test of Spoken English of the Educational Testing Service or a
simlar test approved by rule of the board; and

c. Has completed an approved residency of at least 1
year.

2.a. |Is a graduate of a foreign nedical schoo
registered with the Wrld Health Organi zation and certified
pursuant to s. 458.314 as having net the standards required to
accredit nedical schools in the United States or reasonably
conpar abl e st andards;

b. If the language of instruction of the foreign
nedi cal school is other than English, has denonstrated
conpetency in English through presentation of the Educationa
Conmi ssion on Foreign Medical G aduates English proficiency
certificate or by a satisfactory grade on the Test of Spoken
English of the Educational Testing Service or a simlar test
approved by rule of the board; and

c. Has completed an approved residency of at least 1
year.

3.a. Is a graduate of a foreign nedical school which
has not been certified pursuant to s. 458. 314;

b. Has had his nedical credentials evaluated by the
Educati on Comni ssion on Foreign Medical Gaduates, holds an
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active, valid certificate issued by that conmi ssion, and has
passed the exam nation utilized by that conmm ssion; and

c. Has conpleted an approved residency of at least 1
year; however, after July 1, 1997 Getober—31—1992, the
applicant shall have conpl eted an approved residency or

fellowship of at least 2 3 years in one specialty area
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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SENATE SUMVARY
Provi des responsibilities of the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration and the nedical schools at the
Uni versities of Florida, Mam, and South Florida for
reserving internshi ps, and for’ prop05|n? establlshnent of
or increase in the nunber of certaln infernship
positions, to prOV|de training of foreign Ilcensed
physicians prior to exam nation for |icénsure in the
state,. Provides that if such positions are not
i shed or are not sufficient to neet the need
r, certain supervised practice will fulfil
hIP requi renents. Provides for 12 nonths!
na
il

supervi sed practice prior to exam nati on under
C|rcunstances Provi des requirenments for
ity of a foreign |icensed PhyS|C|an for an
Shlp position created under program Repeals
ogram on Cctober 1, 2002, and provi des for
sl afive review. Reduces the m nimum specialty
irement for |icensure by exam nation for forelgn
sed physicians froma 3-year residency to a 2-ye
ency or fellowship in the specialty area.
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