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Fl ori da Senate - 1998 SB 926

By Senator Lee

23- 809A- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to eradication of agricultural
pests; prescribing additional duties of the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services
and the Departnent of Health with respect to
prograns of energency application of pesticide
for eradication of plant pests; requiring
studi es of pesticides and of health issues
relating to their use; requiring devel opnent of
a systemfor inforning the public of such
prograns and requiring public and other notice
of certain prograns of pest eradication;
providing for information to be furnished to
heal t h-care providers; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. To carry out its duties with respect to

ener gency responses to plant pest infestations when the

eradi cati on prograns involve aerial pesticide spraying or the

application of pesticides to residential property by neans

other than aerial spraying, the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services shall:
(1) Study the effect of each pesticide that the
departnent uses. The study nust address the effects of the

pesticide on hunman popul ations, on plant life, on animal life

ot her than human popul ations, and on the target pest.

(2) Provide a systemfor dissenination of information

to the public about infestations of pests that are the subject

of such eradication prograns. The systemshall dissem nate
1
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information relating to the pest; the pesticide selected to

eradi cate that pest; the effects of the pesticide on the human

popul ation and the environnment in the area in which an

eradi cation programw || be conducted; reconrended safety

precautions; the alternative nethods of responding to the pest

i nfestation; and the nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers

of physicians and health care facilities in the area in which

the eradication programw Il be conducted which specialize in

health problens resulting fromchenical exposure. The

departnent of Health shall assist the Departnment of

Agriculture and Consuner Services in carrying out its duties

under this subsection

Section 2. At any tine when the Departnent of

Agriculture and Consuner Services is conducting an energency

response to a plant pest infestation which involves aerial

spraying of pesticide or the application of pesticide to

residential property by neans other than aerial spraying, the

Departnent of Health shall nonitor health problens that result

from cheni cal exposure about which conplaints are made to

physi cians and health care facilities. The Departnent of

Health shall provide a toll-free hotline on which persons may

regi ster conplaints and shall make a record of all calls

received on that line. Wth the advice of the Departnment of

Heal th, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

shal | adopt by rule standards for deternining when the use of

a particular pesticide should be discontinued.

Section 3. Before the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services begins an energency response to a plant pest

i nfestation which involves aerial spraying of pesticide or the

application of pesticide to residential property by neans

other than aerial spraying, the departnent shall notify the
2
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public in the area in which the pesticide is to be applied of

its inmpending action. Notice nust be given at |east 48 hours

before begi nning the eradication program The depart nent

shall use all reasonable nethods to di ssem nate information

required under this section as widely as possible. Infornmation

to be dissenmnated includes: the information described in

section 1(2), a copy of any Environnental Protection Agency

permt or other pernmit under which the pesticide will be

applied, and the source, including the author and the date of

publication, of any technical infornmation about the pesticide

which is included in the notice; the area over which the

pesticide will be applied; the predicted duration of the

application period; and the nunber of the Departnent of Health

toll-free hotline. Wen the response is conducted over a

period longer than 1 week, the departnent shall notify the

public in the area weekly of the progranmis continuation. The

departnent shall notify the public in the area when a response

is term nated

Section 4. The Departnent of Health shall provide

physi cians and health care facilities in an area in which the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services is conducting

an energency response to a plant infestation which invol ves

aerial spraying of pesticide or the application of pesticide

to residential property by neans other than aerial spraying

with technical assistance relating to health probl ens that

result fromchenical exposure.

Section 5. The Departnent of Health shall cooperate

with the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services when

the latter departnent is carrying out an energency response to

a plant pest infestation which involves aerial spraying of

pesticide or the application of pesticide to residential
3
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property by neans other than aerial spraying. The Departnment

of Health shall obtain i ndependent expert opinion on safety

i ssues relating to pesticide application and shall contract

with an i ndependent chenical expert, who shall provide

information directly to the public as well as to the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consunmer Services, which shal

include that information in the notices it is required to

provi de.
Section 6. The Conmi ssioner of Agriculture shal

notify the Governor and the remmi ni ng nenbers of the Cabi net

that the Departnent of Agriculture and Consunmer Services will

begi n an energency response to a plant pest infestation which

i nvol ves aerial spraying of pesticide or the application of

pesticide to residential property by neans other than aerial

spraying at the sane tine the departnent provides public

noti ce under section 3 and include in that notification the

sane information contained in the public notice. Wen the

response is conducted over a period |longer than 1 week, the

conmi ssioner shall weekly notify the Governor and the

renmai ni ng nenbers of the Cabinet of its continuation. The

conm ssioner shall notify the Governor and the renanining

nmenbers of the Cabinet when a response is term nated
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des for the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
Services to furnish notice to thée public, to the
Governor, and to the Cabinet whenever it is going to
conmence. an enerﬂency response to a plant pest o

i nfestation which invol ves aerial spraying of pesticide
or the application of pesticide to residential property
by means_other than aerial spraying, Prescribes

i nformati on that nmust be contained in such notice.
Requires the departnent to study pesticide effects, and
to provide a systemof information dissenination
Requires the Departnent of Health to nonitor health
problens resulting from pesticide aPpllcatlon and to
provi de technical "assi stance to heal th-care providers.
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