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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9485
By Representative Cosgrove

House Resol ution
A resol ution honoring Jacques and Yvette
Lar oche.

WHEREAS, Jacques and Yvette Laroche, a Haitian Anerican
husband and wife teamnoted for their persistence, creativity,
and commtnment to excellence, are the owners of the only
African Anerican full-service interior design teamin South
Dade, and

WHEREAS, Jacques and Yvette Laroche have been setting
the standard i n hone design since 1972, when they founded
t heir business, Unique Hone Design, Inc., in Mntreal, Canada,
and

WHEREAS, Jacques and Yvette Laroche relocated in M am
in 1985, where today their one-stop decorating center
showcases hand-painted itens exhibiting craftsmanship rarely
seen in departnent stores, and

WHEREAS, recogni zed for their perseverance despite the
destruction of their business by Hurricane Andrew in 1992,
Jacques and Yvette Laroche renewed their operation, using
their entire hone as a factory for three years, and

VHEREAS, after nmuch hard work and with a determn nation
to succeed, Jacques and Yvette Laroche purchased and repaired
a hurricane-danmaged buil ding and have expanded their business
into an ei ght-nenber staff with over $1 nmillion in gross sales
annual ly, and

WHEREAS, having firnly established their operation as a
gl obal conpetitor, with sales representatives in the Dom ni can
Republic, Jamaica, and the Bahamas, Jacques and Yvette Laroche
have opened a store in Phoenix, Arizona, and have plans to
open franchi ses nati onwi de, and
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WHEREAS, no strangers to awards and honors, Jacques and
Yvette Laroche have received accol ades fromlocal and nationa
entities, lauding themfor their outstanding contributions to
t he econony of the community, their conmitnent to service, and
their extraordi nary professional acconplishnents, and, on
February 3, 1998, the mayor of M ami -Dade County bestowed one
further honor by proclainng that day Uni que Hone Design Day,
and

WHEREAS, having al ready garnered six local, state, and
out-of -state awards during 1997, on Novenber 22, 1997, Jacques
and Yvette Laroche were in attendance at the 15th Annua
National Mnority Enterprise Devel opnent Wek Conference when
their firmwas naned National Mnority Retail Firmof the Year
by the United States Departnent of Commerce, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives hereby commends
Jacques and Yvette Laroche for their renarkabl e
entrepreneurial acunen, conmmtnent to excellence, and service
to their comunity and state

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
be presented to Jacques and Yvette Laroche as a tangible token
of the sentinents expressed herein.
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