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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9509
By Representative Bl oom

House Resol ution
A resol ution honoring Edward Villella.

VWHEREAS, Edward Villella, one of Anerica' s nost
cel ebrated dancers, has hel ped popul ari ze dance both onstage
and of f through his suprene artistry and professiona
achi evenents, and

WHEREAS, born in 1936 in Bayside, New York, Edward
Villella entered the School of Anmerican Ballet at the age of
ten, and

WHEREAS, he established his | eadership position in
dance when the New York City Ballet pronoted himto first
soloist in 1958 and to principal dancer in 1960, and

WHEREAS, during the Ballet's golden age, Villella
worked with three of the 20th century's artistic geniuses,
CGeor ge Bal anchi ne, Jerone Robbins, and Igor Stravinsky, and

WHEREAS, Edward Villella had the distinction of being
the first Anerican nmale dancer to performwi th the Royal
Dani sh Ballet, and the only Anerican ever asked to perform an
encore at the Bol shoi Theater in Mdscow, and

WHEREAS, Villella danced for President Kennedy's
i nauguration and al so performed for Presidents Johnson, Ni xon
and Ford, and

WHEREAS, anong Edward Villella's many honors are the
38t h annual Capezio Dance Award, an Emmy Award for his
tel evision production of "Harlequin," and the National Society
of Arts & Letters Award for Lifetine Achi evenent, and

VHEREAS, since 1985, he has been the Artistic Director
of the Mam City Ballet, helping the conpany reach worl dwi de
acclaimin little nore than a decade, and
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WHEREAS, in 1997, this success was nmarked by his
i nduction into the Florida Artists Hall of Fane, the state's
nost prestigious cultural honor, and

WHEREAS, Edward Villella is recognized nationally and
internationally for his contributions to the field of
cl assi cal dance and arts-in-educati on, and

VWHEREAS, he serves on the Board of the School of
Anerican Ballet and is Heritage Chairman of Arts and Cultura
Criticismat George Mason University in Virginia, and

WHEREAS, previously he was chairman of the New York
City's Conmission for Cultural Affairs, served on the Nationa
Endownent of the Arts dance panels, the National Council on
the Arts, and the Wil f Trap Foundation Board, and

WHEREAS, on Septenber 29, 1997, President Cinton
presented Edward Villella with a 1997 Medal of Arts, and

VWHEREAS, established in 1984, the Medal of Arts honors
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons "who in the President's judgnent
are deserving of special recognition by reason of their
out standi ng contributions to the excellence, growh, support,
and availability of the arts in the United States," and

VWHEREAS, Villella returned to the Wiite House on
Decenber 7, 1997, as a recipient of a 1997 Kennedy Center
Honor, being recognized for his lifetinme contribution to
Anerican culture through the performng arts, and

WHEREAS, in receiving these awards, Edward Villella
becane only the sixth artist to receive both the Kennedy
Center and the Medal of Arts honors in the sane year, and

WHEREAS, an athlete and a poet, as well as an
extraordinarily persuasive perforner and teacher, Edward
Villella is, after having the nost spectacul ar career of any
Anerican nmal e dancer, exerting perhaps his strongest influence

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9509
252- 364- 98

1| by shaping the future of Anerican dance as Artistic Director
2] of the Mam City Ballet, and

3 WHEREAS, the State of Florida, as the adopted state of
4| Edward Villella, feels a great sense of pride and gratitude
5| for the contributions Edward Villella has made to the world of
6 | dance and the arts, NOWN THEREFORE,

7

8| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
9| Florida:

10

11 That the House of Representatives of the State of

12 | Florida hereby honors Edward Villella, American artist.

13 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
14 | be presented to Edward Villella as a tangi ble token of the
15| sentinents expressed herein.
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