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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9515
By Representative Brennan

House Resol ution
A resol ution recogni zing the 150th anniversary
of The Irish Fam ne.

WHEREAS, a historic man-nmade tragedy occurred in
Ireland 153 years ago, the year of the potato blight, and

VHEREAS, between 1845 and 1850 in "The G eat Fani ne,"
al so known as "The Irish Hol ocaust,”" nore than 1.5 mllion
people died fromstarvation, fever, cold, and execution for
food theft, and

WHEREAS, the potato crop failure was an Act of God, the
systematic acts of nmen through the enforcenent of the inhumane
Penal Laws, the withhol ding of education, and the use of a
val ue system which favored pocket books over people and thus
conpounded the tragedy, resulting in the devastating | oss of

life, and
WHEREAS, British Prine Mnister Tony Blair said | ast
year, "That one million people should have died in what was

then part of the richest and nost powerful nation in the world
is something that still causes pain as we reflect on it
t oday, " and

WHEREAS, as Blair also said, "Let us therefore today
not only renenber those who died but also cel ebrate the
resilience and courage of those Irish nmen and wonen who were
able to forge another |ife outside Ireland, and the rich
culture and vitality they brought with them Britain, the
United States, and many Comonweal th countries are richer for
their presence," NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:
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That the Florida House of Representatives recognizes
the 150t h anni versary of The Irish Fami ne.
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