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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HIR 999
By Representative Bitner

House Joi nt Resol ution
A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
Section 3 of Article Ill of the State
Constitution, relating to the Legislature, to
limt the subjects that may be consi dered at
certain sessions of the Legislature.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the followi ng anmendnent to Section 3 of Article
Il of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be
submtted to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at the next general election or at any earlier
special election specifically authorized by |law for that
pur pose:

ARTI CLE | I']
LEG SLATURE

SECTION 3. Sessions of the legislature.--

(a) ORGANI ZATION SESSIONS. On the fourteenth day
foll owi ng each general election the |egislature shall convene
for the excl usive purpose of organi zation and sel ection of
of ficers.

(b) REGULAR SESSI ONS.

(1) A regular session of the |egislature shall convene
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each
odd- nunbered year, and on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in March, or such other date as may be fixed by |aw, of
each even-nunbered year.

(2) The legislature shall devote the regul ar session

of each odd-nunbered year to the preparation of a budget and

to the nonitoring and eval uati on of state program perfornmance
1
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and effectiveness. Special programreview enphasis shall be

given to those prograns that have becone fully operationa

wi th perfornmance budgeting as provided by general |aw. The

| egi slature by general law shall linmt the introduction of

bills on any ot her subject during regular sessions held in

odd- nunbered years, and general |aw may not authorize the

introduction of a bill unless it is necessary to respond to a

specific threat to the public health, safety, and welfare and

a delay in legislative response would result in an

unr easonabl e ri sk of death or harmto persons or damage to
property.

(c) SPECI AL SESSI ONS

(1) The governor, by proclamation stating the purpose,

may convene the legislature in special session during which
only such |l egislative business may be transacted as is within
the purview of the proclamation, or of a communication from
the governor, or is introduced by consent of two-thirds of the
nmenber shi p of each house.

(2) A special session of the legislature may be
convened as provided by | aw

(d) LENGTH OF SESSIONS. A regul ar session of the
| egi slature shall not exceed sixty consecutive days, and a
speci al session shall not exceed twenty consecutive days,
unl ess extended beyond such linmt by a three-fifths vote of
each house. During such an extension no new busi ness nmay be
taken up in either house wi thout the consent of two-thirds of
its nenbership.

(e) ADJOURNMENT. Neither house shall adjourn for nore
t han seventy-two consecutive hours except pursuant to
concurrent resol ution.
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1 (f) ADJOURNMENT BY GOVERNOR. |If, during any regul ar
2 | or special session, the two houses cannot agree upon a tine

3| for adjournnent, the governor may adjourn the session sine die
4] or to any date within the period authorized for such session
5] provided that, at |least twenty-four hours before adjourning

6 | the session, he shall, while neither house is in recess, give
7 | each house formal witten notice of his intention to do so,

8 | and agreenent reached within that period by both houses on a
9| tinme for adjournnment shall prevail

10 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
11 | placed on the ball ot:

12 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT

13 ARTICLE II1, SECTION 3

14 LI M TI NG LEG SLATI VE AGENDA. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to
15| the State Constitution to require the Legislature to devote
16 | each odd-year regular session to preparing a budget and

17 | nonitoring and eval uati ng state program perfornmance and

18 | effectiveness and to require the Legislature to linit other
19| matters to be introduced in such sessions.
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