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Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1034

By the Committee on Education and Senator Gutnman

304-2117-99

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anending s.
232.61, F.S.; requiring the Florida H gh Schoo
Activities Association to adopt specified
bylaws relating to eligibility for
participation in athletic conpetition for
students who transfer or relocate to another
school ; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 232.61, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

232.61 Governing organization for athletics; adoption
of byl aws.--The organi zati on shall adopt bylaws that, unless
specifically provided by statute, establish eligibility
requirements for all students who participate in high schoo
athletic conpetition in its nenber schools. The byl aws
governi ng residence and transfer shall allow the student to be
eligible in the school in which he or she first enrolls each
school year, or nmmkes hinself or herself a candidate for an
athletic teamby engaging in a practice prior to enrolling in
any nenber school. The student shall be eligible in that
school so long as he or she remains enrolled in that school
Subsequent eligibility shall be determ ned and enforced
t hrough the organi zation's bylaws. The byl aws governi ng

residence and transfer shall also provide that a student who

transfers or relocates to another school is ineligible for

participation in athletic conpetition for a period of 1 year

fromthe date upon which the student's transfer comenced.

Students who are transferring to and from private schools, who
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are transferring to and from hone educati on prograns, who are

transferring as a result of the relocation of a parent or

guardi an, who are transferring as a result of transfers to or

frompublic or private schools due to participation in the

opportunity scholarship program JROIC, or special acadenic

offerings not available at the previ ous school, or who are

transferring because of district reassi gnnent due to boundary

changes and alignment shall not be subject to the 1-year
period of ineligibility required by this section. Vhere—the

I ¥ i thw I I ¥ ’ hied hool
the—student—attendetd—theprevious—year—shat—not—be—-afactor
a—determning—eH-gtbiHty-—The organi zation shall al so adopt

byl aws that specifically prohibit the recruiting of students

for athletic purposes. The byl aws shall prescribe penalties
and an appeal s process for athletic recruiting violations.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSEggngUTE FOR

The Conmmittee Substitute provides a |ist of exceptions to the
1-¥ear rohi bition against a student's participation in
interscholastic athletic activities after transferring to a
school. It also deletes fromthe | aw the provision that where
a student lives or with whomthe student [ives nay not be a
factor in whether or not the student may partici pate.
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