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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1090

By Senat or Fornman

32-1075-99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to fire safety; anending s.
471.003, F.S.; exenpting licensed fire
protection contractors fromcertain engi neer
regi stration requirenents; anmending s. 553.79,
F.S.; clarifying required docunents for fire
sprinkler systens for building permt purposes;
anending s. 633.021, F.S.; clarifying a
limtation on certain definitions; clarifying
aut hori zation of certain persons to design fire
protection systens; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (j) is added to subsection (2) of
section 471.003, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:

471.003 Qualifications for practice, exenptions.--

(2) The followi ng persons are not required to register
under the provisions of ss. 471.001-471.037 as a registered
engi neer:

(j) Any fire protection contractor |icensed under

chapter 633 who prepares pl anning, design, or |ayout draw ngs

for a fire protection systemthat is within the limts of the

contractor licensure and is solely in connection with the

products of such contractor.
Section 2. Subsection (6) of section 553.79, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

553.79 Permits; applications; issuance; inspections.--
(6) No pernmit nmay be issued for any building
construction, erection, alteration, repair, or addition unless
1
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the applicant for such permt provides to the enforcing agency
whi ch issues the pernmit any of the foll owi ng docunents which
apply to the construction for which the pernmt is to be

i ssued:

(a) Electrical docunents for any new buil ding or
addi tion which requires an aggregate service capacity of 600
anperes (240 volts) or nore on a residential electrical system
or 800 anperes (240 volts) or nore on a comercial or
i ndustrial electrical system and which costs nore than
$50, 000.

(b) Plunbing docunents for any new buil ding or
addition which requires a plunbing systemwi th nore than 250
fixture units or which costs nore than $50, 000.

(c) Docunentation of fire sprinkler system design

criteria, such docunentation to be prepared by a qualified

prof essi onal engineer or a licensed fire protection dectrents

: il et el i
sprinkler—systemwhi-ch—coentains—50—or—nbre——sprinkler—heads—A
Contractor |, Contractor Il, or Contractor 1V, as defined in
chapt er 633 eertifietd—under—s—633—52—may—destgi—afi+e
i : : I I I e I
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(d) Heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning

docunents for any new building or addition which requires nore

than a 15-ton-per-systemcapacity which is designed to

accommopdat e 100 or nore persons or for which the systemcosts

nore than $50,000. This paragraph does not include any

docunent for the replacenent or repair of an existing system
2
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in which the work does not require altering a structural part
of the building or for work on a residential one-famly,
two-famly, three-famly, or four-fanmly structure.

(e) Any specialized nechanical, electrical, or
pl umbi ng docunent for any new building or addition which
i ncludes a nedi cal gas, oxygen, steam vacuum toxic air
filtration, halon, or fire detection and al arm system whi ch
costs nore than $5, 000.

Docunents requiring an engi neer seal by this part Ne—sueh

docurrent shall not be valid unless a professional engineer who
possesses a valid certificate of registration has signed,
dated, and stanped such docunent as provided in s. 471.025.

Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 633.021, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

633.021 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(5)

(a) "Contractor |" neans a contractor whose busi ness
i ncludes the execution of contracts requiring the ability to
lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service all types of fire protection systenms, excl uding
preengi neered systens.

(b) "Contractor II" means a contractor whose business
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service water sprinkler systens, water spray systens,
foam wat er sprinkler systens, foamwater spray systens,
st andpi pes, conbi nation standpi pes and sprinkler risers, al
piping that is an integral part of the system beginning at the
poi nt where the piping is used exclusively for fire
protection, sprinkler tank heaters, air lines, thermal systens
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used in connection with sprinklers, and tanks and punps
connected thereto, excluding preengi neered systens.

(c) "Contractor II1" nmeans a contractor whose business
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
servi ce COsystens, foam extinguishing systens, dry
chem cal systens, and Hal on and ot her chenical systens,
excl udi ng preengi neered systens.

(d) "Contractor |IV' nmeans a contractor whose business
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service automatic fire sprinkler systenms for detached
one-famly dwellings, detached two-fanmily dwellings, and
nobi | e hones, excl udi ng preengi neered systens and excl udi ng
single-famly honmes in cluster units, such as apartnents,
condom ni uns, and assisted living facilities or any building
that is connected to other dwellings.

(e) "Contractor V' neans a contractor whose busi ness
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service the underground piping for a fire protection system
usi ng water as the extingui shing agent beginning at the point
at which the piping is used exclusively for fire protection
and ending no nore than 1 foot above the finished floor

The definitions in this subsection do must not be—eenstrued—+to
include fire protection engineers or architects and do not
limt or prohibit a licensed fire protection engi neer or
architect fromdesigning any type of fire protection system
Hewewver—Persons certified as a Contractor |, Contractor |1
or Contractor |V under this chapter may design a fire

4

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © © N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOOUuDMWNPER O

da Senate - 1999 SB 1090
75-99 See HB

protection system systens—of—49—orfewer—heads,—and—ray—design

I I . F o T i ey

I . . ey I e -t ion- elet
of—not—rore—than—49heads, notw thstanding the size of such
the—existing—fHre—sprinkler system Such plans may not be
required by any local permtting authority to be sealed by a
regi stered professional engineer

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Exenpts licensed fire protection contractors from .

engi heer registration requirenents. Clarifies required

docunents for fire sprinkler systens for building permt

Purposes and clarifies an au thorization for certified
ire protection contractors to design fire protection

syst ens.
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