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By Representative Sublette

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public school technica

3 acadeny pilot projects; establishing public

4 school technical acadeny pil ot projects;

5 providing for incentive grants; providing

6 student eligibility requirenents; providing

7 graduation requirenents; requiring the

8 devel opnent and adoption of rules; anending s.

9 229.57, F.S.; requiring students eligible for

10 enrollment in a public school technical acadeny

11 to be provided an opportunity to take the high

12 school conpetency test, upon request; requiring

13 an appropriation; providing an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Public school technical acadeny pil ot

18 | projects. --

19 (1) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - From fundi ng provided in the

20 | General Appropriations Act, the Departnent of Education shal
21| award incentive grants to public school districts to establish
22 | and operate technical acadeny pilot projects. Public schoo

23 | technical acadenmies will offer 2-year technol ogy-based

24 | prograns including, but not limted to, perfornmng arts

25| prograns, fine arts prograns, conputer and applied technol ogy
26 | prograns, and vocational job-preparatory prograns, in which an
27 | eligible student may enroll during grades 11 and 12. Prograns
28 | offered by technical academ es should operate in cooperation
29 | with existing certificate career education prograns, when

30 | appli cabl e.

31
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1 (2) STUDENT ELIGBILITY.--To be eligible to enroll in
2] a public school technical acadeny a student nust be entering
3| the el eventh grade and nust have:

4 (a) Passed all sections of the high school conpetency
5| test; and

6 (b) Conpleted the tenth grade with a cunul ati ve grade
7 | point average of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale, or its

8 | equivalent, in courses required for graduation

9 (3) GRADUATI ON REQUI REMENTS. - -

10 (a) Wiile enrolled in a public school technica

11 | acadeny, a student shall be exenpt fromthe requirenents of

12 | 232. 246(1) regardi ng courses required for graduation

13 (b) Upon successful conpletion of a course of study at
14 | a public school technical acadeny, a student will be awarded a
15| differentiated diploma indicating graduation froma public

16 | school technical acadeny in a formprescribed by the State

17 | Board of Education

18 (4) RULES.--The state board shall adopt rules as

19 | necessary to inplenent this section, including rules devel oped
20| by the Departnent of Education establishing graduation

21 | requirenents for public school technical acadenies that are as
22 | rigorous as or nore rigorous than gradation requirenents for
23 | recei pt of a standard hi gh school dipl ona.

24 (5) FUNDING --There is hereby appropriated fromthe

25 | General Revenue Fund to the Departnment of Education the sum of
26 |$5 nmillion for incentive grants for the establishnment and

27 | operation of public school technical acadeny pil ot projects.
28 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
29| 229.57, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
30 229.57 Student assessnent program --
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1 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssioner is
2| directed to design and inplenent a statew de program of

3 | educational assessnent that provides information for the

4 | i mprovenent of the operation and nmanagenent of the public

5| school s. The program nust be designed, as far as possible, so
6| as not to conflict with ongoing district assessnent prograns

7] and so as to use infornmation obtained fromdistrict prograns.
8 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conmi ssioner
9| shall:

10 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent

11| testing programas part of the statew de assessnment program
12| to be adninistered at designated tines at the elenentary,

13 | middle, and high school levels to neasure reading, witing,

14 | and nat hematics. The testing program nust be designed so

15| that:

16 1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
17 | adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
18 | tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in

19 | reading, witing, and mathematics. Qher content areas nay be
20| included as directed by the conm ssioner. The conmi ssioner

21| shall provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as

22 | appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with

23 | private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,

24 | postsecondary institutions, or school districts. The

25 | conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
26 | inplenentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
27 | the public.

28 2. The tests are criterion-referenced and i nclude, to
29 | the extent deternined by the conmi ssioner, itens that require
30| the student to produce information or performtasks in such a
31
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way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can be
nmeasur ed.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,
m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Al 11th grade students take a high schoo
conpet ency test devel oped by the state board to test m nimum
student perfornmance skills and conpetencies in reading,
writing, and mat hematics. The test nust be based on the skills
and conpet enci es adopted by the state board pursuant to
paragraph (a). Upon recomrendati on of the conm ssioner, the
state board shall designate a passing score for each part of
t he high school conpetency test. |In establishing passing
scores, the state board shall consider any possible negative
i mpact of the test on minority students. The conm ssioner nay
establish criteria whereby a student who successfully
denonstrates proficiency in either reading or nmathematics or
both may be exenpted fromtaking the correspondi ng section of
t he high school conpetency test or the coll ege placenent test.
Each student determined to be potentially eligible for

enrollment in a public school technical acadeny shall be

provi ded an opportunity to take the high school conpetency

test at the end of his or her tenth grade year before

enrollnment in the el eventh grade, upon request. A student nust

earn a passing score or have been exenpted from each part of
t he high school conpetency test in order to qualify for a
4
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regul ar high school diploma. The school districts shal
provi de appropriate renedial instruction to students who do
not pass part of the conpetency test.

6. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students, except as otherw se prescribed by the
conmi ssioner. The commi ssioner shall recommend rules to the
state board for the provision of test adaptations and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

The commi ssioner may design and inpl enment student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state.

(d) Obtain or develop a career planning assessment to
be admi nistered to students, at their option, in grades 7 and
10 to assist themin preparing for further education or
entering the workforce. The statew de student assessnent
program nust include career planning assessnent.

(e) Conduct ongoing research to devel op i nproved
net hods of assessing student perfornmance, including, wthout
limtation, the use of technology to adm nister tests, the use
of electronic transfer of data, the devel opnent of
wor k- product assessnents, and the devel opnent of process
assessnents.

(f) Conduct ongoi ng research and anal ysis of student
achi evenent data, including, without limtation, nonitoring
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1| trends in student achievenent, identifying school prograns
2 | that are successful, and analyzing correl ates of schoo
3 | achi evenent.
4 (g) Provide technical assistance to school districts
5]lin the inplenentation of state and district testing prograns
6 | and the use of the data produced pursuant to such prograns.
7 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
8
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10 HOUSE SUMVARY
11
Est abl i shes public school technical acadeny pil ot
12 rojects, Provides for incentive grants. Provi des student
el i g|b|I Y requi rements. ProvideS graduation
13 requi rements. Requires the devel opment and adoption of
rules Requi res students eligible for enrollnment in a
14 ubl'ic school technical acadény to be provided an
pportunlky to take the hjgh stchool conpetenc¥ test., upon
15 request equires a $5 m|l'ion apProprlatlon romt he
16 General Revenue Fund to the Departnment of Education.
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