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Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1130

By the Committee on Conprehensive Planning, Local and Mlitary
Affairs; and Senator Hargrett

316-1961-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to urban devel opnent; creating
s. 290.055, F.S.; creating the Nei ghborhood
Revitalization Act; providing | egislative
intent to advance an urban policy that hel ps
communi ties rebuild their nei ghborhoods;
creating s. 290.056, F.S.; providing
definitions; creating s. 290.057, F.S.
creating the Revitalization of U ban
Nei ghbor hoods Grant Program providing for
pl anning grants of up to a specified anount;
providi ng for matchi ng nei ghborhood
revitalization action grants to be awarded to
| ocal governnents and comunity-based
organi zations; providing criteria for awarding
such grants; creating ss. 290.058, 290. 059,
F.S.; providing requirenents for nei ghborhood
revitalization plans and nei ghborhood
revitalization action grants; requiring that
grant recipients subnit progress reports to the
O fice of Uban Cpportunity within the Ofice
of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent;
provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Front Porch
Florida Act."

Section 2. Section 290.055, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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290.055 Short title; legislative intent.--

(1) Sections 290.055-290.059 may be cited as the
Nei ghbor hood Revitalization Act."

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature to advance an

urban policy that will allow local comunities in Florida's

urban cores to rebuild their nei ghborhoods through a

r edevel opnent process that is nei ghborhood asset-based,

communi ty-focused, and rel ati onshi p-driven.

Section 3. Section 290.056, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

290.056 Definitions.--As used in ss. 290.055-290. 059,
the term

(1) "Local governnent" nmeans a county or nmunicipality.

(2) "Ofice" neans the Ofice of Uban Qpportunity in

the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic Devel opment within

t he Executive Ofice of the Governor

Section 4. Section 290.057, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

290. 057 Revitalization of U ban Nei ghborhoods G ant
Program - -

(1) The Revitalization of U ban Nei ghborhoods G ant
Programis created within the Ofice of Uban Cpportunity

within the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent.

The program shall consist of a two-tiered grant program

During the first year of the program the office shall award

pl anning grants in an anount up to $50, 000 per qualified

applicant for the devel opnent of nei ghborhood revitalization

strategic plans. During the second year of the program and

upon the adopti on of a nei ghborhood revitalization plan, |oca

governnments or comuni ty-based organi zati ons may apply for
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mat chi ng nei ghbor hood revitalization action grants that shal

be awarded on a conpetitive basis.
(2) The Ofice of Uban Qpportunity within the Ofice
of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent shall admninister

the grant program The Governor shall appoint a seven-nenber

review panel to rank and score the proposals for planning

grants and action grants. The nenbership of the revi ew panel

shal |l be conposed of persons with expertise in one or nore of

the following areas: urban and community pl anni ng;

architecture; financial analysis; transportation; business;

communi ty redevel oprment; housing; and comrunity organi zi ng.

Grant proposal s nust be presented to the revi ew panel for

ranking at a noticed public neeting.

(3) The planning grants shall be awarded by the office

to local governnents for one or nore specifically identified

ur ban nei ghbor hoods that have an organi zed group of

st akehol ders, including, but not linmted to: community

devel opnent corporations; nei ghborhood residents; financial

institutions; housing authorities; faith-based organi zations;

exi sting busi nesses and busi nesses interested in operating

within the community; and schools and universities.

(4) Local governnent proposals for nei ghborhood

revitalization planning grants shall be ranked by the review

panel based upon the following criteria:

(a) The identification of the distressed nei ghborhood

or nei ghborhoods, including a description of why the

nei ghbor hood i s di stressed;

(b) The participation and organi zati on of stakehol ders

within the target nei ghborhood, including | eadership within

t hose nei ghbor hoods, to devel op and i nplenent a | ong-range

pl an for nei ghborhood revitalization
3
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(c) The level of distress within the nei ghborhood or

nei ghbor hoods i denti fi ed;

(d) The creation of partnershi ps between financi al

i nstitutions, businesses, comunity organi zations, and the

| ocal governnent; and

(e) The commitnent fromthe | ocal governnent and the

nei ghborhood to the devel opnent of a | ong-range nei ghborhood

revitalization plan, including the financial commtnment of the

| ocal governnent and conmunity devel opnent organi zati ons.
Section 5. Section 290.058, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
290. 058 Nei ghborhood revitalization plans.--
(1) A local governnent receiving a nei ghborhood

revitalization grant nust devel op a nei ghbor hood

revitalization plan that is the product of a collaborative

effort of the residents and ot her stakehol ders of the

di stressed nei ghborhood and the | ocal governnent. The pl an

nust address the needs of the residents of the distressed

nei ghbor hoods for | owincone housing, transportation, economc

devel opnent, mitigation of environnental hazards, availability

of jobs, and education

(2) A neighborhood revitalization plan nust include

the foll ow ng:

(a) A description of: the size of the area; the

obj ectives of neighborhood revitalization; coordination with

exi sting prograns; the goals for inproving transit and

transportati on; and the objectives for econom c devel opnent,

job creation, and crine reduction

(b) A description of the revitalized community that

will be produced as a result of the actions outlined in the

pl an;
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(c) The steps to achieve the revitalization goals;

(d) A description of any capital redevel opnent

projects within the targeted nei ghborhoods, including the

nechani sm for financing the costs;

(e) A description of how the | ocal governnent intends

to direct infrastructure dollars and other resources into the

t ar get ed nei ghbor hoods;

(f) A description of how public participation in the

pl anni ng process will be achieved; and

(g) Alist of evaluation criteria that directly

neasure the quality of inprovenent w thin nei ghborhoods

identified in the nei ghborhood revitalization plan

(3) The devel opnent of the nei ghborhood revitalization

pl an nmust include a community participation process that seeks

the i nput of stakeholders, including, but not limted to,

communi ty devel opnent corporations, comunity-based

organi zati ons, nei ghborhood associ ati ons, and educational and

religious organi zations. The objective of this process is to

encourage participation in the design and i npl enentation of

the plan and a visioning of the nei ghborhood.
(4) Prior to subnmitting to the Ofice of U ban
Opportunity a copy of the conpl eted nei ghbor hood

revitalization plan, the | ocal governnent shall hold an

advertised public hearing after 5:00 p.m, on a weekday within

t he distressed nei ghborhood in order to receive coments on

the plan. Notice of the neeting shall be placed in a newspaper

of general interest and readership in the comunity pursuant

to chapter 50 which is not a newspaper of |imted subject

matter. The adverti senment nust appear in a newspaper that is

published at |east 5 days a week, unless the only newspaper in

the community is published fewer than 5 days a week.
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(5) The local governnent shall adopt the nei ghborhood

revitalization plan by ordi nance.
Section 6. Section 290.059, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

290. 059 Nei ghborhood revitalization action grants. --

(1) Local governnments and conmunity-based

organi zations nay apply for nei ghborhood revitalization action

grants to inplenment adopted nei ghborhood revitalization pl ans.

(2) WMatching grants of up to $150,000 per proposal may

be awarded to inplenent projects identified in or consistent

wi th a nei ghborhood revitalization plan. Comunity-based

organi zations within a nei ghborhood identified in the

nei ghborhood revitalization plan nay apply directly for

mat chi ng funds, or the | ocal governnent nmay coordinate a

mat chi ng-grant applicati on based on a group of stakehol ders.

(3) The matching contribution of a | ocal governnent or

communi ty- based organi zati on may be made t hrough natchi ng

dollars; in-kind contributions of property, l|labor, materials,

or services; or local governnent financial incentives.

(4) Criteria for the review of nei ghborhood

revitalization action grant proposals by the revi ew panel

establ i shed by subsection (2) include:

(a) The degree to which the proposal inplenents an

i nnovative strategy to revitalize the nei ghborhood in order to

attract a mx of residents of different incones, but which

i ncludes housing that is affordable to | owinconme residents;

(b) The degree to which the proposal offers an

i nnovative nethod of financing inprovenents set forth in the

pl an, such as tax-increnent financing;
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(c) The degree to which the proposal includes the

neani ngful invol venent of black and minority-owned busi nesses

in the revitalization plan; and

(d) The involvenent of devel opers who are capabl e of

securing franchi se opportunities for black and ninority

vendors of food and | odging, entertai nnent, and retai

busi nesses.
(5) The review panel shall rank the action grant

proposal s based on the criteria set forth in subsection (4).

The office shall award grant noneys based on the ranking of

grant proposals by the review panel until funds are exhaust ed.

(6) Recipients of grant noneys nust subnit seni annua

progress reports to the Ofice of Uban Opportunity

i dentifying the expenditure of funds, actions conpleted, and

progress in achieving the goals of the nei ghborhood

revitalization plan.

Section 7. The sumof $5 nillion is appropriated from

t he General Revenue Fund to the O fice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel oprent within the Executive Ofice of the

Governor for the purpose of funding the Revitalization of

Ur ban Nei ghborhoods Grant Program

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1130

3

4 | Replaces a shell bill and creates a Revitalization of Urban
Nel ghbor hoods Grant Programto be adm nistered fromthe Ofice

5] of Urban CPportunlt% wi thin OITED. The purpose of the program
is to revitalize urban nei ghborhoods fromthe ground up

6 | including the participation of neighborhood, business and
communi ty stakehol ders. Two-Tiers of grants are avail able: 1)

7 | pl anni ng” grants of UB to $50,000 per applicant for the
devel opirent = of e|?h orhood revitalization strategic plans;

8| and. 2) natchlnﬂ actions grants of UB to $150, 000 per proposa
to inplenent the strategic plans. The grant proposals are to

9| be reviewed by a 7-nenbér panel of technical experts appointed
bY the Governor with expertise in urban and community

10 | planning, financial analysis, and transportation

11 ApproBriates $5 million to fund the Revitalization of Urban

12 Nel ghbor hood Grant Program
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