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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to vessel registration

3 desi gnating chapter 328, F.S., as part | of

4 chapter 328, F.S., entitled "Vessels; title

5 certificates; liens"; creating part |1 of

6 chapter 328, F.S., entitled "Vesse

7 regi stration"; anending ss. 212.06, 282.1095,

8 320. 04, 327.53, 327.60, 327.73, 370.06,

9 370. 0603, 370.12, 409.2598, F.S.; conformng
10 cross-references; anending s. 327.01, F.S.

11 changing the title of chapter 327, F.S., from
12 the "Florida Vessel and Registration Safety

13 Law' to the "Florida Vessel Safety Law'

14 anending s. 327.22, F.S., relating to the

15 regul ati on of vessels by nmunicipalities or

16 counties; renunbering and anendi ng ss. 327.03,
17 327.10, 327.11, 327.17, 327.21, 327.23, 327.24,
18 327.25, 327.26, 327.28, 327.90, F.S.

19 conformng to the act; creating s. 328. 44,
20 F.S.; providing for rules; creating s. 328.66
21 F.S.; providing for optional vesse
22 regi stration fees by counties and
23 muni ci palities; anmending s. 327.04, F.S.
24 conformng to the act; renunbering ss. 327.031
25 327.12, 327.13, 327.14, 327.15, 327.16, 327.18,
26 327.19, 327.29, F.S.; conformng to the act;
27 providing an effective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31

1
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Section 1. (1) Chapter 328, Florida Statutes,
consisting of ss. 328.01 through 328.30, Florida Statutes, is
designated as part | of that chapter and entitled "Vessels;

title certificates; |liens."
(2) Sections 328.40 through 328.80, Florida Statutes,
as created by this act, are designated as part Il of chapter

328, Florida Statutes, entitled "Vessel registration."

Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
212.06, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

212.06 Sales, storage, use tax; collectible from
deal ers; "deal er" defined; dealers to collect from purchasers;
| egislative intent as to scope of tax.--

(1)

(e)1. Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this
chapter, tax shall not be inposed on any vessel registered
pursuant to s. 328.52 327%% by a vessel deal er or vesse
manuf acturer with respect to a vessel used solely for
denonstration, sales pronotional, or testing purposes. The
term "pronotional purposes" shall include, but not be linted
to, participation in fishing tournanents. For the purposes of
this paragraph, "pronotional purposes” neans the entry of the
vessel in a marine-rel ated event where prospective purchasers
woul d be in attendance, where the vessel is entered in the
nane of the deal er or manufacturer, and where the vessel is
clearly marked as for sale, on which vessel the nanme of the
deal er or manufacturer is clearly displayed, and which vesse
has never been transferred into the dealer's or nmanufacturer's
accounting books froman inventory itemto a capital asset for
depreci ati on purposes.

2. The provisions of this paragraph do not apply to
any vessel when used for transporting persons or goods for

2
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1| conmpensation; when offered, let, or rented to another for

2 | consideration; when offered for rent or hire as a neans of

3| transportation for conpensation; or when offered or used to

4 | provide transportation for persons solicited through persona

5| contact or through advertisenent on a "share expense" basis.

6 Section 3. Subsections (1) and (3) of section

7| 282.1095, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anended to

8 | read:

9 282.1095 State agency |law enforcenent radio system --
10 (1) For the purpose of acquiring and inplenenting a

11 | statewi de radi o comruni cati ons systemto serve | aw enforcenent
12 | units of state agencies, and to serve |local |aw enforcenent

13 | agencies through a nutual aid channel, the Joint Task Force on
14 | State Agency Law Enforcenent Conmunications is established in
15| the Departnent of Management Services and the State Agency Law
16 | Enforcenent Radi o System Trust Fund is established in the

17 | Departnent of Managenent Services fromJuly 1, 1988, through
18 | Decenber 31, 2003. The trust fund shall be funded from

19 | surcharges col |l ected under ss. 320.0802 and 328. 72 32#-25.

20 (3) Moneys in the trust fund may be used by the joint
21| task force to acquire by conpetitive procurenent the

22 | equi pnent; software; and engineering, admnistrative, and

23 | mai ntenance services it needs to construct, operate, and

24 | maintain the statewide radio system Mneys in the trust fund
25| collected as a result of the surcharges set forth in ss.

26 | 320. 0802 and 328. 72 327425 shall be used to help fund the

27 | costs of the system Upon conpletion of the system npbneys in
28 | the trust fund may al so be used by the joint task force to

29 | provide for paynent of the recurring naintenance costs of the
30| system During statew de inplenentation, noneys in the trust
31| fund may be used by the joint task force to nmaintain and

3
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © © N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

da Senate - 1999 SB 1312
90- 99 See HB

enhance, over and above existing agency budgets, existing
radi o equi pnent systens of the state agenci es represented by
the task force nenbers, up to a naxi num of 10 percent per year
per agency, of the existing radi o equi pnent inventory unti

the existing radi o equi pnrent can be replaced pursuant to

i mpl erentation of the statew de radi o communi cati ons system

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
320.04, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

320.04 Registration service charge.--

(1)

(b) In addition to the fees provided in paragraph (a),
any tax collector nay inpose an additional service charge of
not nore than 50 cents on any transaction specified in
paragraph (a) or on any transaction specified in s.
319.32(2)(a) or s. 328.48 s—32F+1% (1982 Supplenent to the
Florida Statutes 1981) when such transaction occurs at any tax
collector's branch office.

Section 5. Section 327.01, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

327.01 Short title.--This chapter shall be known as
the "Florida Vessel Registration—and Safety Law. "

Section 6. Section 327.03, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is renunbered as section 328.40, Florida Statutes,
and anended to read:

328. 40 327463 Administration of vessel registration
and titling | aws; records. --

(1) The administration of vessel registration and
titling as set forth in this chapter and—ehapter—328 is under
t he Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles, which
shal | provide for issuing, handling, and recording of al
vessel registration and titling applications and certificates,

4
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1| including the receipt and accounting of vessel registration

2]l and titling fees.

3 (2) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

4 | Vehicles shall keep records and perform such other clerical

5| duties as required pertaining to:

6 (a) Vessel registration and titling.

7 (b) Suspension of the vessel operating privilege under

8 | ss. 327.35-327. 355.

9 (3) Al records nade or kept by the Departnent of
10 | H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles under this law are public
11 | records except for confidential reports.

12 Section 7. Section 327.031, Florida Statutes, is

13 | renunbered as section 328.42, Florida Statutes.

14 Section 8. Section 327.04, Florida Statutes, 1998

15 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

16 327.04 Rules.--

17 4 The departnment has authority to adopt rul es

18 | pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120. 54,—ether—than—rutes

19 | pertainng—to—vesset—regrstration—or—titHng,to i npl enent the
20 | provisions of this chapter conferring powers or duties upon
21| it.

22 2—Fhe—Pepartrent—ef—Hghway—Safety—and—btor

23 | Vehietes—has—authoerty—to—adopt—rules—pursuant—to—ss—

24 | 120-536(H)—and—120-54whichpertain—to—vessel—+egistration—and
25 e e I - TN I I

26 | ehapter—328—conferring—duties—upon—it—

27 Section 9. Section 328.44, Florida Statutes, is

28 | created to read:

29 328.44 Rules.--The Departnent of H ghway Safety and
30| Motor Vehicles has authority to adopt rules pursuant to ss.
31

5
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLOO®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

da Senate - 1999 SB 1312
90- 99 See HB

120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the provisions of this
chapter conferring duties upon it.

Section 10. Section 327.10, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.46, Florida Statutes, and anended to

read:

328. 46 327416 (Operation of registered vessels. --

(1) Every vessel that is required to be registered and
that is using the waters of this state shall be registered and
nunbered within 30 days after purchase by the owner except as
specifically exenpt. During this 30-day period, the operator
is required to have aboard the vessel and available for
inspection a bill of sale. The bill of sale for the vesse
shal | serve as the tenporary certificate of nunmber that is
required by federal |aw and nmust contain the foll ow ng
i nformati on:

(a) Make of the vessel

(b) Length of the vessel

(c) Type of propul sion.

(d) Hull identification nunber.

(e) A statenent declaring Florida to be the state
where the vessel is principally used.

(f) Nanme of the purchaser

(g) Address of the purchaser, including ZI P code.

(h) Signature of the purchaser.

(i) Nanme of the seller

(j) Signature of the seller.

(k) Date of the sale of the vessel. The date of sale
shal|l al so serve as the date of issuance of the tenporary
certificate of nunber

(1) Notice to the purchaser and operator that the
tenmporary authority to use the vessel on the waters of this

6
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state is invalid after 30 days followi ng the date of sale of
t he vessel

(2) No person shall operate or give permnission for the
operation of any such vessel on such waters unless:

(a) Such vessel is registered within 30 days after
purchase by the owner and nunbered with the identifying nunber
set forth in the certificate of registration, displayed:

1. In accordance with s. 328.48(4) 32714}, except,
if the vessel is an airboat, the registration nunber may be
di spl ayed on each side of the rudder; or

2. In accordance with 33 CF. R s. 173.27, or with a
federal |y approved nunbering system of another state; and

(b) The certificate of registration or tenporary
certificate of nunmber awarded to such vessel is in full force
and effect.

Section 11. Section 327.11, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.48, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

328. 48 32743t Vessel registration, application
certificate, nunmber, decal, duplicate certificate.--

(1) (a) The owner of each vessel required by this | aw
to pay a registration fee and secure an identification nunber
shall file an application with the county tax collector. The
application shall provide the owner's nanme and address;
resi dency status; personal or business identification, which
may include, but need not be linmted to, a driver's |license
nunber, Florida identification card nunber, or federa
enpl oyer identification nunber; and a conplete description of
the vessel, and shall be acconpani ed by paynent of the
applicable fee required in s. 328.72 32+25. Registrationis

7
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not required for any vessel that is not used on the waters of
this state.

(b) For purposes of registration, the owner may
establ i sh proof of ownership of the vessel by subnitting with
his or her application an executed bill of sale, a builder's
contract, a manufacturer's statenent of origin, a federa
mari ne docunent, or any ot her docunent acceptable to the
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles and presented
at the tine of registration to the agency issuing the
registration certificate.

(2) Al vessels operated on the waters of the state
nmust be registered, either conmercial or nonconmercial as
defined herein, except as follows:

(a) A vessel used exclusively on private | akes and

ponds.
(b) A vessel owned by the United States Governnent.
(c) A vessel used exclusively as a ship's |ifeboat.
(d) A non-notor-powered vessel
(3) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shall issue certificates of registration and nunbers

for city, county, and state-owned vessels at no char ge,
provi ded the vessels are used for purposes other than
recreation.

(4) Each certificate of registration issued shal
state anong other itens the nunbers awarded to the vessel, the
hull identification nunber, the nane and address of the owner
and a description of the vessel, except that certificates of
registration for vessels constructed or assenbl ed by the owner
registered for the first tinme shall state all the foregoing
information except the hull identification nunber. The
nunbers shall be placed on each side of the forward hal f of

8
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the vessel in such position as to provide clear legibility for
identification, except, if the vessel is an airboat, the
nunbers nay be placed on each side of the rudder. The nunbers
awarded to the vessel shall read fromleft to right and shal
be in block characters of good proportion not |ess than 3
inches in height. The nunbers shall be of a solid col or which
will contrast with the color of the background and shall be so
mai ntained as to be clearly visible and legible; i.e., dark
nunbers on a |ight background or |ight nunbers on a dark
background. The certificate of registration shall be
pocket -si zed and shall be available for inspection on the
vessel for which issued whenever such vessel is in operation

(5) A decal signifying the year or years during which
the certificate is valid shall be furnished by the Departnent
of H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles with each registration
certificate issued. The decal issued to an undocurented vesse
shal | be displayed by affixing it to the port (left) side of
the vessel within 6 inches before or after the registration
nunber. The decal issued to a docunented vessel shall be
pl aced on the port (left) side of the vessel and may be
affixed to a window or the windshield on the port (left) side
of the vessel in lieu of being placed on the hull. A deca
i ssued to a dealer shall be affixed, with the registration
nunber, to a renovable sign pursuant to s. 328.52(2)
32713(2)r. Any decal for a previous year shall be renoved from
a vessel operating on the waters of the state.

(6) Anyone guilty of falsely certifying any facts
relating to application, certificate, transfer, nunber, decal
or duplicate certificates or any information required under
this section shall be punished as provided under this chapter

9
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Section 12. Section 327.12, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.50, Florida Statutes.

Section 13. Section 327.13, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.52, Florida Statutes.

Section 14. Section 327.14, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.54, Florida Statutes.

Section 15. Section 327.15, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.56, Florida Statutes.

Section 16. Section 327.16, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.58, Florida Statutes.

Section 17. Section 327.17, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.60, Florida Statutes, and anended to

read:

328.60 3243*# Mlitary personnel; registration
penalties.--Any mlitary personnel on active duty in this
state operating a vessel that has a registration nunber in
full force and effect which has been awarded to it pursuant to
a federally approved nunbering system of another state or by
the United States Coast Guard in a state without a federally
approved nunbering system or a federally docunented vesse
with a valid registration in full force and effect from
anot her state shall not be required to register his or her
vessel in this state while such certificate of registration
remai ns valid; but, at the expiration of such registration
certificate, all registration and titling shall be issued by
this state. In the case of a federally docunented vessel, the
i ssuance of a title is not required by this chapter 328.

Section 18. Section 327.18, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.62, Florida Statutes.

Section 19. Section 327.19, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.64, Florida Statutes.

10
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Section 20. Section 327.21, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.65, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

328. 65 327421t Legislative intent with respect to
regi stration and nunbering of vessels.--1t is the |legislative
intent that vessels be registered and nunbered uniformy
t hroughout the state. The purpose of ss. 327223223+
327-25,-327.58, 327.70, and 327.72, 328.66, 328.68, and 328.72
is to nake registration and nunbering procedures simlar to

t hose of autonobiles and airplanes and to provide for a vessel
registration fee and certificate so as to determine the
ownershi p of vessels which operate on the waters of this state
and to aid in the advancenent of mariti ne safety.

Section 21. Section 327.22, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

327.22 Regulation of vessels by nmunicipalities or
counties.--

(1) ta)r Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prohibit any nmunicipality or county that expends noney for the
patrol, regul ation, and mai ntenance of any | akes, rivers, or
waters and for other boating-related activities in such
muni cipality or county fromregul ating vessels resident in
such municipality or county. Any county or nunicipality may
adopt ordi nances which provide for enforcenent of noncrim na
violations of s. 327.33 relating to the carel ess operation of
a vessel which results in the endangering or danagi ng of
property, by citation mailed to registered owner of the
vessel. Any such ordinance shall apply only in designated
restricted areas which are properly marked and in need of
shoreline protection. Any county and the nmunicipalities
| ocated within the county may jointly regul ate vessels.

11
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(2)tb)y Citations issued to |liveried vessels pursuant
to this subsection shall be the responsibility of the | essee
of the vessel. It shall be the responsibility of the | essor
upon request of the agency issuing the citation, to provide
t he name and address of the lessee. It shall be the
responsibility of the livery to provide such information as a
part of the rental agreenment. The livery is not responsible

for the paynent of citations if the livery provides the

required information.
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1 Section 22. Section 328.66, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 328.66 County and nunicipality optional registration

4| fee.--

5 (1) Any county mmy inpose an annual registration fee

6 | on vessels registered, operated, or stored in the water within
7]its jurisdiction. This fee shall be 50 percent of the

8 | applicable state registration fee. However, the first $1 of

9| every registration i nposed under this subsection shall be

10| renitted to the state for deposit in the Save the Manat ee

11| Trust Fund for expenditure solely on activities related to the
12 | preservation of manatees. Al ot her noneys received from such
13| fee shall be expended for the patrol, regulation, and

14 | mai ntenance of the | akes, rivers, and waters and for other

15| boating-rel ated activities of such nunicipality or county. A
16 | nunicipality that was inposing a registration fee before Apri
171 1, 1984, may continue to | evy such fee, notwi thstandi ng the

18 | provisions of this section.

19 (2) Any county which i nposes an annual registration

20| fee may establish, by interlocal agreenment with one or nore of
21| the municipalities located in the county, a distribution

22 | formula for dividing the proceeds of the fee or for use of the
23| funds for boating-related projects |located within the county
24 | or the nunicipality or nmunicipalities, or the county and the
25| municipality or nunicipalities.

26 Section 23. Section 327.23, Florida Statutes, is

27 | renunbered as section 328.68, Florida Statutes, and anended to
28 | read:

29 328. 68 327423 Exenption of vessels and outboard notors
30| from personal property tax; tenporary certificate of

31| registration; vessel registration certificate fee.--

13
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(1) Every vessel registered as provided herein, and
out board notor capable of propelling any such vessel, shall be
exenpt from any personal property tax and in |ieu thereof
shal | pay a vessel registration certificate fee. A
certificate of registration shall be issued for any docunented
vessel, the owner of which has paid the registration
certificate fee, but no state registration nunber shall be
i ssued to such vessel

(2) A tenporary certificate of registration may be
i ssued to a vessel for which the owner has nade application to
the United States Coast Guard for docunentation and has paid
the applicable registration certificate fee pursuant to s.

328. 72(1) 327425(1). A tenporary certificate of registration
shall only be issued upon proof that all applicable state
sal es taxes have been paid and that the application for
docunentation is on file with the United States Coast Guard.
Any reregistration of such a vessel w thout the subm ssion of
the vessel's docunentation papers shall require witten
verification fromthe United States Coast CGuard as to the
current status of the application for the vessel's
docunent ati on. Upon recei pt of the vessel's docunentation
papers, the owner shall bring themto the agent issuing the
tenmporary certificate for official recording of infornmation

Section 24. Section 327.24, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.70, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

328. 70 327424 Legislative intent with respect to
uniformregistration fee, classification of vessels.--It is
declared to be the intent of the Legislature that all vessels
in the state be subject to a uniformregistration fee at a
rate based on the length of the vessels. It is also declared

14
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to be the intent of the Legislature that all vessels be
classified as either "comercial" or "noncommercial" and that
all such vessels be registered according to the provisions of
s. 328.72 32+25. Any vessel which is required to be

regi stered and neets the definition of a comercial vesse
shal|l be classified and registered as a "conmercial vessel."
Any vessel which is required to be registered and is not
operated for comercial purposes shall be classified and

regi stered as a "noncomercial vessel."

Section 25. Section 327.25, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.72, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

328.72 327425 C(Cassification; registration; fees and
charges; surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; marine turtle
stickers.--

(1) VESSEL REQ STRATI ON FEE. --Vessel s that are
required to be registered shall be classified for registration
pur poses according to the follow ng schedul e, and the
registration certificate fee shall be in the foll ow ng
anount s:

Class A-1--Less than 12 feet in length, and all canoes
to which propul sion notors have been attached, regardl ess of

Lengt h. .o $3.50
Class A-2--12 feet or nore and less than 16 feet in

L engt h. .o e 10. 50

(TO COUNLY) .. e e e e e e e e 2.85
Class 1--16 feet or nore and less than 26 feet in

L engt h. .o e 18. 50

(TO COUNLY) .o e e e e e e e e e 8. 85
Class 2--26 feet or nore and less than 40 feet in

L engt h. .o e 50. 50

15
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(TO COUNLY) . e e e e e e e e 32.85
Class 3--40 feet or nore and | ess than 65 feet in

L engt h. . 82.50

(TO COUNLY) . e e e e e e e 56. 85
Class 4--65 feet or nore and |less than 110 feet in

L engt h. .o 98. 50

(TO COUNLY) .o e e e e e e e e e 68. 85
Cass 5--110 feet or nore inlength.............. 122. 50

(TO COUNLY) .o e e e e e e e e e 86. 85
Deal er registration certificate .................. 16. 50

(2) ANTI QUE VESSEL REQ STRATI ON FEE. - -

(a) A vessel that is at least 30 years old, used only
for nonconmercial purposes, and powered by the vessel's
origi nal -type power plant nay be registered as an antique
vessel. Wen applying for registration as an anti que vessel
t he owner of such a vessel shall submt certification, as
prescribed by the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor
Vehi cl es or froma narine surveyor that the vessel neets the
requi renents of this paragraph

(b) The registration nunmber for an antique vesse
shall be affixed on the forward half of the hull or on the
port side of the w ndshield according to ss. 328.48 and 328. 54
327 tt—ant—32714.

(c) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehi cl es may issue a decal identifying the vessel as an
anti que vessel. The decal shall be placed within 3 inches of
the registrati on nunber.

(3) ALIEN OR NONRESI DENT LI CENSE FEE. - - An addi ti ona
license fee of $50 shall be required of all aliens or
nonresidents of the state on all vessels not subject to a
specific reciprocal agreenent with another state, which

16
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1| vessels are used for comrercial purposes and owned in whole or
2]in part by such aliens or nonresidents. Such fee shall be in
3| addition to the vessel registration fee required by this

4 | section.

5 (4) TRANSFER OF OANERSHI P. - -

6 (a) When the ownership of a registered vessel changes,
7| an application for transfer of registration shall be filed

8| with the county tax collector by the new owner within 30 days
9| with a fee of $3.25. The county tax collector shall retain
10 | $2.25 of the fee and shall remt $1 to the departnent. A

11 | refund may not be made for any unused portion of a

12 | regi stration period.

13 (b) If a vessel is an antique as defined in subsection
14| (2), the application shall be acconpanied by either a

15| certificate of title, a notarized bill of sale and a

16 | registration, or a notarized bill of sale and an affidavit by
17 | the owner defending the title fromall clains. The bill of

18 | sale nmust contain a conplete vessel description to include the
19 | hull identification nunber and engi ne nunber, if appropriate;
20| the year, nmke, and color of the vessel; the selling price;

21| and the signatures of the seller and purchaser

22 (5) REPLACEMENT DECAL. --A decal issued to replace a
23 | lost or msplaced decal may be obtained by submitting $2.25
24 | with a request for such replacenent decal to the county tax
25| collector. A replacenent decal may not be issued except upon
26 | receipt of a witten request by the registered owner or an

27 | appoi nted representati ve.

28 (6) CHANGE OF CLASSI FICATION. --1f the classification
29 | of a vessel changes from noncomercial to comercial, or from
30 | coomercial to noncomercial, and a current registration

31| certificate has been issued to the owner, the owner shal

17
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forward his or her certificate to the county tax collector
with a fee of $2.25 and a new certificate shall be issued.

(7) SERVICE FEE.--1n addition to other registration
fees, the vessel owner shall pay the tax collector a $2.25
service fee for each registration issued, replaced, or
renewed. All fees, other than the service charge, collected
by a tax collector nust be renitted to the departnent not
| ater than 7 working days following the | ast day of the week
in which the noney was renmtted. Vessels may travel in salt
water or fresh water.

(8) MAIL SERVICE CHARGE. --A mail service charge shal
be collected for each registration or reregistration nmailed by
t he Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles or any tax
collector. Al registrations and reregistrations shall be
mailed by first-class mail. The anount of the mail service
charge shall be the actual postage required rounded to the
nearest 5 cents, plus a 25-cent handling charge. The mai
service charge shall be in addition to the service charge
provided in subsection (7) and shall be used and accounted for
in accordance with | aw.

(9) SURCHARGE.--1n addition, during the period January
1, 1989, through Decenber 31, 2003, there is hereby levied and
i nposed on each vessel registration fee inposed under
subsection (1) a surcharge in the anmobunt of $1, which shall be
collected in the sanme nanner as the fee and deposited into the
State Agency Law Enforcenent Radi o System Trust Fund of the
Depart nent of Managenment Services. However, the surcharge
shal|l be term nated on mi dni ght Decenber 31, 1994, unless the
pilot project established in s. 282.1095 is deened successfu
by the joint task force with the concurrence of the Governor

18
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and Cabinet as the head of the Departnent of Managenent
Servi ces.

(10) DUPLI CATE REGQ STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE. - - A duplicate
registration certificate to replace a |lost or m splaced
certificate may be obtained froma tax collector for $2.25. A
duplicate certificate will not be issued except by witten
request of the registered owner or a person authorized by the
owner to make such a request.

(11) VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ONS. --The application form
for boat registration shall include a provision to allow each
applicant to indicate a desire to pay an additional voluntary
contribution to the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for manatee
and marine mammal research, protection, recovery, rescue,
rehabilitation, and release. This contribution shall be in
addition to all other fees and charges. The anpunt of the
request for a voluntary contribution solicited shall be $1 per
registrant. Beginning with boat registration in fiscal year
1992-1993, the request for a voluntary contribution solicited
shall be $2 or $5 per registrant. A registrant who provides a
voluntary contribution of $5 or nore shall be given a sticker
or enblemby the tax collector to display, which signifies
support for the Save the Manatee Trust Fund. All voluntary
contributions shall be deposited in the Save the Manatee Trust
Fund for use according to this subsection. The first $2 of
voluntary contribution by a vessel registrant shall be
avail able for the nanatee protection and recovery effort
pursuant to s. 370.12(5)(a). Any additional anount of
voluntary contribution by a vessel registrant shall also be
for the purpose of the manatee protection and recovery effort,
except that any voluntary contribution in excess of the first
$2 voluntary contribution by a vessel registrant but not

19
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exceedi ng $2 shall be available for nanatee rehabilitation by

those facilities approved to rescue, rehabilitate, and rel ease
manat ees pursuant to s. 370.12(5)(b). The formshall also

i nclude | anguage permitting a voluntary contribution of $5 per
applicant, which contribution shall be transferred into the

El ecti on Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund. A statenent providing
an explanation of the purpose of the trust fund shall also be

i ncl uded.

(12) REQ STRATI ON. - -

(a) "Registration period" is a period of 12 nonths
during which a vessel registration is valid.

(b) "Renewal period" is a period of 30 days during
whi ch renewal of a vessel registration is required, except as
ot herwi se provided by | aw

(c) EHeetiveJduby—31,—1996,-The followi ng registration
peri ods and renewal periods are establi shed:

1. For vessels owned by individuals, the registration
period begins the first day of the birth nonth of the owner
and ends the last day of the nonth i medi ately preceding the
owner's birth nonth in the succeeding year. |If the vessel is
registered in the nane of nore than one person, the birth
nmont h of the person whose nane first appears on the
registration shall be used to deternine the registration
period. For a vessel subject to this registration period, the
renewal period is the 30-day period ending at midnight on the
vessel owner's date of birth.

2. For vessels owned by conpani es, corporations,
governnental entities, those entities |isted under subsection

(15) (1), and registrations issued to dealers and
manuf acturers, the registration period begins July 1 and ends

20
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1| June 30. The renewal period is the 30-day period begi nning

2] June 1

3 (d) Beginning June 1, 1997, through May 31, 1998, for
4 | purposes of inplenenting the birth nonth schedul e of

5] registrations, those persons whose birth nonths are June,

6 | July, August, and Septenber shall register for periods from12
7] to 15 nonths, and those persons whose birth nonths are from
8 | Cctober through May shall register for periods of 4 to 11

9 | nont hs.

10 (13) FRACTI ONAL REGQ STRATI ON FEE. - - For the purpose of
11 | inplenenting the birth nonth schedul e of registration and for
12 | the period of June 1, 1997, through May 31, 1998, registration
13 | fees shall be prorated on a nonthly basis when the

14 | registration period is other than 12 nonths. However, the

15| mnimumfee for any registration is $3.50. This subsection
16 | expires June 1, 1998.

17 (14) EXPI RED REGQ STRATI ON. - - The operation of a

18 | previously registered vessel after the expiration of the

19 | registration period is a noncrininal violation, as defined in
20 | s. 327.73.

21 (15) EXEMPTIONS. - - Vessel s owned and operated by Sea
22 | Explorer or Sea Scout units of the Boy Scouts of Anerica, the
23| Grl Scouts of America, the Safe Harbor Haven, Inc., or the
24 | Associated Marine Institutes, Inc., and its affiliates, or

25| which are antique vessels as defined in paragraph (2)(a) are
26 | exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1). Such vessels
27 | shall be issued certificates of registration and nunbers upon
28 | application and paynent of the service fee provided in

29 | subsection (7).

30 (16) DI STRI BUTI ON OF FEES. - - Moneys deposited pursuant
31| to s. 328.76 327428 to be returned to the counties are for the

21
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1| sol e purposes of providing recreational channel marking and

2| public launching facilities and other boating-rel ated

3| activities, for renoval of vessels and floating structures

4 | deened a hazard to public safety and health for failure to

5| conply with s. 327.53, and for manatee and nari ne mamma

6 | protection and recovery. The departnent shall ascertain, as a
7| guideline in determning the anounts of distributions each

8 | county may receive, the nunber of noncomrercial vessels

9| registered in the county during the preceding fiscal year

10 | according to the fee schedul e provided in subsection (1) and
11| shall pronmulgate rules to effectuate this. Each fiscal year
12 | prior to determination of distributions to the counties under
13 | this section, an anpbunt equal to $1 for each vessel registered
14| in this state shall be transferred to the Save the Manatee

15| Trust Fund for manatee and nmari ne mammal research, protection
16 | and recovery.

17 (17) MARI NE TURTLE STI CKER. - - The Departnent of

18 | Environnental Protection shall offer for sale with vesse

19 | registrations a waterproof sticker in the shape of a narine

20| turtle at an additional cost of $5, the proceeds of which

21| shall be deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust
22 | Fund to be used for marine turtle protection, research, and

23 | recovery efforts pursuant to the provisions of s. 370.12(1).
24 (18) FORMS AND NOTI CES. - - The Departnent of H ghway

25| Safety and Mdtor Vehicles shall prescribe and provide suitable
26 | forns for applications and other notices and forns necessary
27 | to administer the provisions of this chapter

28 Section 26. Section 327.26, Florida Statutes, is

29 | renunbered as section 328.74, Florida Statutes, and anmended to
30 | read:

31
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328.74 327+26 Stickers or enblens for the Save the
Manat ee Trust Fund.--The departnent shall prepare stickers or
enbl ens signifying support for the Save the Manatee Trust Fund
whi ch shall be given to persons who contribute to the Save the
Manat ee Trust Fund as provided in s. 328.72 32/25. The
departnment may accept stickers or enblens donated by any
governnental or nongovernnental entity for the purposes of
this section.

Section 27. Section 327.28, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 328.76, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

328.76 327428 Marine Resources Conservation Trust
Fund; vessel registration funds; appropriation and
di stribution.--

(1) Except as otherw se specified and | ess any
adm ni strative costs, all funds collected fromthe
regi stration of vessels through the Departnent of H ghway
Safety and Mbtor Vehicles and the tax collectors of the state
shal | be deposited in the Mari ne Resources Conservation Trust
Fund for recreational channel marking; public |aunching
facilities; |law enforcement and quality control prograns;
aquatic weed control; nanatee protection, recovery, rescue,
rehabilitation, and rel ease; and nari ne manmal protection and
recovery. The funds coll ected pursuant to s. 328.72(1)
327+25(1Hshall be transferred as foll ows:

(a) In each fiscal year, an amount equal to $1 for
each vessel registered in this state shall be transferred to
the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for manatee and mari ne nama
research, protection, and recovery in accordance with the
provisions of s. 370.12(5)(a).

23
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1 (b) In addition, in each fiscal year, an anount equa
2| to 50 cents for each vessel registered in this state shall be
3| transferred to the Save the Manatee Trust Fund in accordance
4|1 with the provisions of s. 370.12(5)(b) for use by those

5| facilities approved to rescue, rehabilitate, and rel ease

6 | manatees as authorized pursuant to the Fish and Wldlife

7| Service of the United States Departnent of the Interior

8 (c) Two dollars fromeach noncomerci al vesse

9| registration fee, except that for class A-1l vessels, shall be
10 | transferred to the Aquatic Plant Control Trust Fund for

11 | aquatic weed research and control

12 (d) Forty percent of the registration fees from

13 | commrerci al vessels shall be used for |aw enforcenment and

14 | quality control prograns.

15 (e) Forty percent of the registration fees from

16 | conmerci al vessels shall be transferred to the Aquatic Pl ant
17 | Control Trust Fund for aquatic plant research and control

18 (2) Al funds collected pursuant to s. 370.06(2) shal
19 | be deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund.
20 | Such funds shall be used to pay the cost of inplenenting the
21 | saltwater products license program Additional proceeds from
22 | the licensing revenue shall be distributed anong the foll ow ng
23 | program functi ons:

24 (a) No nore than 15 percent nor |ess than the anpunt
25 | deposited in the forner Marine Fisheries Conmi ssion Trust Fund
26 | pursuant to this subsection in fiscal year 1987-1988 shall go
27| to the Marine Fisheries Conmission for its operations;

28 (b) No nore than 15 percent shall go to | aw

29 | enf orcenent ;

30 (c) No nore than 25 percent shall go to the Florida
31| Saltwater Products Pronotion Trust Fund within the Departnent

24
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1| of Agriculture and Consuner Services for the purpose of

2 | providing marketing and extension services including industry
3| informati on and educati on; and

4 (d) The renminder, but at |east 45 percent, shall go
5| to the Division of Mari ne Resources, for use in nmarine

6 | research and statistics devel opnent, including quota

7 | managenent .

8 Section 28. Section 327.29, Florida Statutes, is

9 | renunbered as section 328.78, Florida Statutes.

10 Section 29. Subsection (7) of section 327.53, Florida
11| Statutes, is anended to read:

12 327.53 Marine sanitation.--

13 (7) Any vessel or floating structure operated or

14 | occupied on the waters of the state in violation of this

15| section is declared a nuisance and a hazard to public safety
16 | and health. The owner or operator of any vessel or floating
17 | structure cited for violating this section shall, within 30
18 | days followi ng the issuance of the citation, correct the

19 | violation for which the citation was issued or renove the

20 | vessel or floating structure fromthe waters of the state. If
21| the violation is not corrected within the 30 days and the

22 | vessel or floating structure remains on the waters of the

23| state in violation of this section, |aw enforcenent officers
24 | charged with the enforcenent of this chapter under s. 327.70
25| shall apply to the appropriate court in the county in which
26 | the vessel or floating structure is located, to order or

27 | otherwi se cause the renoval of such vessel or floating

28 | structure fromthe waters of the state at the owner's expense.
29| If the owner cannot be found or otherwise fails to pay the
30| renoval costs, the provisions of s. 328.17 shall apply. |If
31| the proceeds under s. 328.17 are not sufficient to pay al

25
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1| renoval costs, funds appropriated fromthe Marine Resources

2 | Conservation Trust Fund pursuant to paragraph (6)(b) or s.

3| 328. 72( 16) 32425(16)ymay be used.

4 Section 30. Subsection (1) of section 327.60, Florida
5| Statutes, is anended to read:

6 327.60 Local regulations; limtations.--

7 (1) The provisions of ss. 327.01, 327.02, 32411+

8 | 32+13-32716—32718,—327419—32%28,327. 30- 327. 40,

9| 327.44-327.50, 327.54, 327.56, and 327.65, 328.40-328. 48,

10| 328.52-328.58, 328.62, and 328.64 shall govern the operation
11 | equi prent, and all other matters relating thereto whenever any
12 | vessel shall be operated upon the waterways or when any

13| activity regul ated hereby shall take place thereon. Nothing in
14 | these sections shall be construed to prevent the adoption of
15| any ordinance or local lawrelating to operation and equi pnent
16 | of vessels, except that no such ordinance or |ocal |aw nmay

17 | apply to the Florida Intracoastal Waterway and except that

18 | such ordi nances or local |aws shall be operative only when

19| they are not in conflict with this chapter or any anmendnents
20 | thereto or regul ations thereunder

21 Section 31. Subsection (1) of section 327.73, Florida
22| Statutes, is anended to read:

23 327.73 Noncrimnal infractions.--

24 (1) Violations of the follow ng provisions of the

25| vessel laws of this state are noncrininal infractions:

26 (a) Section 328.46 32716, relating to operation of
27 | unregi stered and unnunbered vessel s.

28 (b) Section 328.48(4)3243%4), relating to display
29 | of nunber and possession of registration certificate.

30 (c) Section 328.48(5)32435), relating to display
31| of decal

26
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(d) Section 328.52(2)32433(2), relating to display
of nunber.

(e) Section 328.54 32714, relating to spacing of
digits and letters of identification nunber

(f) Section 328.60 3274%#, relating to nmlitary
personnel and registration of vessels.

(g) Section 328.72(14)32+25(34), relating to
operation with an expired registration

(h) Section 327.33(2), relating to carel ess operation.

(i) Section 327.37, relating to water skiing,
aquapl aning, and simlar activities.

(j) Section 327.44, relating to interference with
navi gati on.

(k) Violations relating to restricted areas and speed
limts:

1. Established by the departnent pursuant to s.
327. 46.

2. Established by |local governnental authorities
pursuant to s. 327.22 or s. 327.60.

3. Speed linmts established pursuant to s. 370.12(2).

(1) Section 327.48, relating to regattas and races.

(m Section 327.50(1) and (2), relating to required
safety equi pnent, |ights, and shapes.

(n) Section 327.65, relating to nuffling devices.

(o) Section 327.33(3)(b), relating to navigation
rul es.

(p) Section 327.39(1), (2), (3), and (5), relating to
personal watercraft.

(gq) Section 327.53(1), (2), and (3), relating to
nmari ne sanitation

27
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1 (r) Section 327.53(4), (5), and (7), relating to

2| marine sanitation, for which the civil penalty is $250.

3 (s) Section 327.395, relating to boater safety

4 | educati on.

5 (t) Section 327.52(3), relating to operation of

6 | overl oaded or overpowered vessels.

7

8 | Any person cited for a violation of any such provision shal

9| be deened to be charged with a noncrimnal infraction, shal

10| be cited for such an infraction, and shall be cited to appear
11 | before the county court. The civil penalty for any such

12 | infraction is $50, except as otherw se provided in this

13 | section. Any person who fails to appear or otherw se properly
14 | respond to a uniformboating citation shall, in addition to
15| the charge relating to the violation of the boating | aws of

16 | this state, be charged with the offense of failing to respond
17 | to such citation and, upon conviction, be guilty of a

18 | nmi sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
19| 775.082 or s. 775.083. Awitten warning to this effect shal
20| be provided at the tine such uniformboating citation is

21 | i ssued.

22 Section 32. Section 327.90, Florida Statutes, is

23 | renunbered as section 328.80, Florida Statutes, and anmended to
24 | read:

25 328. 80 327496 Transactions by electronic or tel ephonic
26 | neans. - - The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles is
27 | authori zed to accept any application provided for under this
28 | chapter by electronic or tel ephonic neans.

29 Section 33. Subsection (2) of section 370.06, Florida
30| Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

31 370.06 Licenses.--

28
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(2) SALTWATER PRODUCTS LI CENSE. - -

(a) Every person, firm or corporation that sells,
offers for sale, barters, or exchanges for nerchandi se any
sal twat er products, or which harvests saltwater products wth
certain gear or equi pnent as specified by law, nust have a
valid saltwater products |license, except that the holder of an
aquacul ture certificate under s. 597.004 is not required to
pur chase and possess a saltwater products license in order to
possess, transport, or sell marine aquaculture products. Each
sal twat er products license allows the holder to engage in any
of the activities for which the license is required. The
license nust be in the possession of the |icensehol der or
aboard the vessel and shall be subject to inspection at any
time that harvesting activities for which a license is
required are being conducted. A restricted speci es endorsenent
on the saltwater products license is required to sell to a
| i censed whol esal e deal er those species which the state, by
| aw or rule, has designated as "restricted species." This
endor senent nmay be issued only to a person who is at |east 16
years of age, or to a firmcertifying that over 25 percent of
its inconme or $5,000 of its income, whichever is less, is
attributable to the sale of saltwater products pursuant to a
|icense issued under this paragraph or a simlar license from
anot her state. This endorsenent may al so be issued to a
for-profit corporation if it certifies that at |east $5,000 of
its incone is attributable to the sale of saltwater products
pursuant to a |icense issued under this paragraph or a simlar
license fromanother state. However, if at |east 50 percent of
t he annual incone of a person, firm or for-profit corporation
is derived fromcharter fishing, the person, firm or
for-profit corporation nust certify that at |east $2,500 of

29
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the incone of the person, firm or corporation is attributable
to the sale of saltwater products pursuant to a |license issued
under this paragraph or a simlar license fromanother state,
in order to be issued the endorsenent. Such inconme attribution
nmust apply to at least 1 year out of the last 3 years. For the
purpose of this section "incone" neans that incone which is
attributable to work, enploynent, entrepreneurship, pensions,
retirenent benefits, and social security benefits. To renew an
existing restricted speci es endorsenent, a narine aquacul ture
producer possessing a valid saltwater products license with a
restricted species endorsenent nmay apply incone fromthe sale
of marine aquaculture products to |licensed whol esal e deal ers.

1. The departnent is authorized to require
verification of such incone. Acceptable proof of incone earned
fromthe sale of saltwater products shall be:

a. Copies of trip ticket records generated pursuant to
this subsection (marine fisheries information systen),
docunenting qualifying sale of saltwater products;

b. Copies of sales records fromlocal es other than
Fl ori da docunenting qualifying sale of saltwater products;

c. A copy of the applicable federal incone tax return
i ncludi ng Form 1099 attachnents, verifying incone earned from
the sal e of saltwater products;

d. Crew share statenents verifying incone earned from
the sale of saltwater products; or

e. Acertified public accountant's notarized st at enent
attesting to qualifying source and anount of incone.

Any provision of this section or any other section of the

Florida Statutes to the contrary notw thstandi ng, any person

who owns a retail seafood narket and/or restaurant at a fixed
30
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| ocation for at |east 3 years who has had an occupati ona
license for 3 years prior to January 1, 1990, who harvests
saltwat er products to supply his or her retail store and has
had a saltwater products license for 1 of the past 3 years
prior to January 1, 1990, may provide proof of his or her
verification of incone and sal es value at the person's retai
seaf ood market and/or restaurant and in his or her saltwater
products enterprise by affidavit and shall thereupon be issued
a restricted speci es endorsenent.

2. Exceptions fromincone requirenments shall be as
foll ows:

a. A permanent restricted species endorsenent shall be
avail able to those persons age 62 and ol der who have qualified
for such endorsenent for at least 3 out of the last 5 years.

b. Active mlitary duty tinme shall be excluded from
consideration of tinme necessary to qualify and shall not be
counted agai nst the applicant for purposes of qualifying.

c. Upon the sale of a used comrercial fishing vesse
owned by a person, firm or corporation possessing or eligible
for a restricted speci es endorsenent, the purchaser of such
vessel shall be exenpted fromthe qualifying i ncone
requi rement for the purpose of obtaining a restricted species
endorsenent for a period of 1 year after purchase of the
vessel

d. Upon the death or pernmanent disabl enent of a person
possessing a restricted speci es endorsenent, an i medi ate
fam |y nenber wishing to carry on the fishing operation shal
be exenpted fromthe qualifying incone requirenent for the
pur pose of obtaining a restricted species endorsenent for a
period of 1 year after the death or disabl enent.
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e. Avrestricted species endorsenent nmay be issued on
an individual saltwater products license to a person age 62 or
ol der who docunents that at |least $2,500 is attributable to
the sale of saltwater products pursuant to the provisions of
t hi s paragraph.

f. A pernmanent restricted species endorsenent nmay al so
be issued on an individual saltwater products license to a
person age 70 or ol der who has held a saltwater products
license for at least 3 of the last 5 |icense years.

g. Any resident who is certified to be totally and
permanently disabled by a verified witten statenent, based
upon the criteria for pernmanent total disability in chapter
440 froma physician licensed in this state, by any branch of
the United States Arned Services, by the Social Security
Adm ni stration, or by the United States Departnent of Veterans
Affairs or its predecessor, or any resident who holds a valid
identification card issued by the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs pursuant to s. 295.17, shall be exenpted fromthe
incone requirenents if he or she also has held a saltwater
products license for at least 3 of the last 5 |icense years
prior to the date of the disability. A Disability Anard Notice
i ssued by the United States Social Security Administration is
not sufficient certification for a resident to obtain the
i ncone exenption unless the notice certifies that the resident
is totally and permanently di sabl ed.

At | east one saltwater products |license bearing a restricted
speci es endorsenent shall be aboard any vessel harvesting
restricted species in excess of any bag linmt or when fishing
under a conmercial quota or in conmercial quantities, and such
vessel shall have a commercial vessel registration. This
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subsection does not apply to any person, firm or corporation
|icensed under s. 370.07(1)(a)1. or (b) for activities
pursuant to such licenses. A saltwater products |icense nay be
i ssued in the nane of an individual or a valid boat
regi stration nunber. Such license is not transferable. A deca
shal |l be issued with each saltwater products |license issued to
a valid boat registration nunber. The saltwater products
i cense decal shall be the sanme color as the vesse
regi stration decal issued each year pursuant to s. 328.48(5)
327+1H(5rand shall indicate the period of tine such |icense
is valid. The saltwater products |icense decal shall be placed
besi de the vessel registration decal and, in the case of an
undocunent ed vessel, shall be placed so that the vesse
registration decal |ies between the vessel registration nunber
and the saltwater products |license decal. Any saltwater
products license decal for a previous year shall be renopved
froma vessel operating on the waters of the state. A resident
shal | pay an annual |icense fee of $50 for a saltwater
products license issued in the nane of an individual or $100
for a saltwater products license issued to a valid boat
regi stration nunber. A nonresident shall pay an annual |icense
fee of $200 for a saltwater products license issued in the
nane of an individual or $400 for a saltwater products |license
issued to a valid boat registration nunber. An alien shall pay
an annual license fee of $300 for a saltwater products |icense
i ssued in the nane of an individual or $600 for a sal twater
products license issued to a valid boat registration nunber
Any person who sells saltwater products pursuant to this
license nay sell only to a licensed whol esal e dealer. A
sal twat er products license nust be presented to the |icensed
whol esal e deal er each tine saltwater products are sold, and an
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1| inprint nade thereof. The whol esal e deal er shall keep records
2| of each transaction in such detail as nmay be required by rule
3| of the Departnent of Environnental Protection not in conflict
41 with s. 370.07(6), and shall provide the holder of the

5] saltwater products |license with a copy of the record. It is

6 | unlawful for any |icensed whol esal e deal er to buy sal twater

7 | products fromany unlicensed person under the provisions of

8| this section, except that a |icensed whol esal e deal er may buy
9| fromanother |icensed whol esale dealer. It is unlawful for any
10| I'i censed whol esal e deal er to buy saltwater products designated
11 ) as "restricted species" fromany person, firm or corporation
12 | not possessing a restricted speci es endorsenent on his or her
13 | saltwater products |license under the provisions of this

14 | section, except that a |icensed whol esal e deal er may buy from
15 | another |icensed whol esal e deal er. The Departnment of

16 | Environnmental Protection shall be the licensing agency, nay

17 | contract with private persons or entities to i npl enent aspects
18 | of the licensing program and shall establish by rule a narine
19| fisheries information systemin conjunction with the licensing
20| programto gather fisheries data.

21 (b) Any person who sells, offers for sale, barters, or
22 | exchanges for nerchandi se saltwater products nust have a

23 | nethod of catch preservation which neets the requirenents and
24 | standards of the seafood quality control code pronul gated by
25| the Departnent of Environnmental Protection.

26 (c) A saltwater products license is required to

27 | harvest commercial quantities of saltwater products. Any

28 | vessel from which conmercial quantities of saltwater products
29 | are harvested nust have a commercial vessel registration

30| Commercial quantities of saltwater products shall be defined
31| as:
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1. Wth respect to those species for which no bag
limt has been established, nore than 100 pounds per person
per day, provided that the harvesting of two fish or |ess per
person per day shall not be considered commercial quantities
regardl ess of aggregate weight; and

2. Wth respect to those species for which a bag lint
has been established, nore than the bag linmt allowed by |aw
or rule.

(d)1. In addition to the saltwater products license, a
marine life fishing endorsenent is required for the harvest of
marine life species as defined by rule of the Marine Fisheries
Conmi ssion. This endorsenent nmay be issued only to a person
who is at |least 16 years of age or older or to a corporation
holding a valid restricted species endorsenent.

2.a. Effective July 1, 1998, and until July 1, 2002, a
marine life endorsenent may not be issued under this
par agr aph, except that those endorsenents that are active
during the 1997-1998 fiscal year may be renewed.

b. 1n 1998 persons or corporations holding a nmarine
|ife endorsenent that was active in the 1997-1998 fiscal year
or an immediate fanm |y nenber of that person nust request
renewal of the marine |ife endorsenent before Decenber 31
1998.

c. |In subsequent years and until July 1, 2002, a
mari ne |ife endorsenent hol der or menber of his or her
i mediate fam |y nmust request renewal of the marine life
endor senent before Septenber 30 of each year

d. If a person or corporation holding an active narine
life fishing endorsenent or a nenber of that person's
i medi ate fanmily does not request renewal of the endorsenent
before the applicable dates specified in this paragraph, the
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departnent shall deactivate that marine life fishing
endor senent .

e. In the event of the death or disability of a person

hol di ng an active marine life fishing endorsenent, the
endorsenent nmay be transferred by the person to a nenber of
his or her immediate famly or nay be renewed by any person so
desi gnated by the executor of the person's estate.

f. Persons or corporations who hold sal twater product
licenses with marine life fishing endorsenents issued to their
vessel registration nunbers and who subsequently replace their
exi sting vessels with new vessels may transfer the existing
marine life fishing endorsenent to the new boat registration
nunbers.

g. Persons or corporations who hold saltwater product
licenses with marine life fishing endorsenents issued to their
nane and who subsequently incorporate or unincorporate may
transfer the existing marine life fishing endorsenent to the
new corporation or person.

h. By July 1, 2000, the Marine Fisheries Conm ssion
shal | prepare a report regarding options for the establishnent
of alimted-entry programfor the marine life fishery and
submt the report to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
chairs of the Senate and House committees having jurisdiction
over nmarine resources.

3. The fee for a marine life fishery endorsenent on a
saltwater products license shall be $75. These license fees
shal | be collected and deposited in the Marine Resources
Conservation Trust Fund and used for the purchase and
installation of vessel nporing buoys at coral reef sites and
for research related to nmarine fisheries.
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Section 34. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
370.0603, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

370. 0603 Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;
pur poses. - -

(2) The Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund shal
receive the proceeds from

(b) Al funds collected fromthe registration of
vessel s and other fees pursuant to s. 328.72 32+25.

Section 35. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
370.12, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--

(4) ANNUAL FUNDI NG OF PROGRAMS FOR MARI NE ANI MALS. - -

(b) Each fiscal year npneys in the Save the Manatee
Trust Fund shall al so be used, pursuant to s. 328.76(1)(b)
32728(H(b)y, to reinburse the cost of activities related to
manat ee rehabilitation by facilities that rescue,

rehabilitate, and rel ease manatees as authorized pursuant to
the Fish and Wldlife Service of the United States Departnent
of the Interior. Such facilities nust be involved in the
actual rescue and full-time acute care veterinarian-based
rehabilitati on of manatees. The cost of activities includes,
but is not linmted to, costs associated with expansion
capital outlay, repair, nmaintenance, and operations related to
the rescue, treatnent, stabilization, naintenance, release,
and nonitoring of nanatees. Mneys distributed through
contractual agreenent to each facility for nanatee
rehabilitation shall be proportionate to the nunber of

nmanat ees under acute care rehabilitation and those rel eased
during the previous fiscal year. However, the reinbursenent
may not exceed the total anmount avail able pursuant to ss.

328.72(11) and 328. 76( 1) (b) 327-25(7)—and—327-28(1)(b)for the
37
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pur poses provided in this paragraph. Prior to receiving

rei mbursenent for the expenses of rescue, rehabilitation, and
release, a facility that qualifies under state and federa
regul ations shall submt a plan to the Departnent of
Environnental Protection for assisting the departnent and the
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles in marketing
the manatee specialty license plates. At a nmininmm the plan
shal | include provisions for graphics, dissenination of
brochures, recorded oral and visual presentation, and

mai nt enance of a marketing exhibit. The plan shall be updated
annual ly and the Departnent of Environmental Protection shal

i nspect each marketing exhibit at |east once each year to
ensure the quality of the exhibit and pronotional material
Each facility that receives funds for nmanatee rehabilitation
shal |l annually provide the departnment a witten report, within
30 days after the close of the state fiscal year, docunenting
the efforts and effectiveness of the facility's pronotiona
activities.

Section 36. Subsections (1) and (2) of section
409. 2598, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anmended to
read:

409. 2598 Suspension or denial of new or renewal
|icenses; registrations; certifications.--

(1) The Title IV-D agency nmay petition the court that
entered the support order or the court that is enforcing the
support order to deny or suspend the |license, registration, or
certificate issued under chapter 231, chapter 370, chapter
372, chapter 409, part |l of chapter 455, or chapter 559 or s.
328. 42 327-63% of any obligor with a delinquent child support
obligation or who fails, after receiving appropriate noti ce,
to conply with subpoenas, orders to appear, orders to show
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1| cause, or simlar orders relating to paternity or child

2 | support proceedi ngs. However, a petition may not be filed
3luntil the Title |IV-D agency has exhausted all other avail abl e
4 | renedi es. The purpose of this section is to pronote the public
5] policy of the state as established in s. 409. 2551

6 (2) The Title IV-D agency is authorized to screen al

7| applicants for new or renewal |icenses, registrations, or

8| certificates and current |icenses, registrations, or

9| certificates and current |icensees, registration holders, and
10 | certificateholders of all licenses, registrations, and

11 | certificates issued under chapter 231, chapter 370, chapter

12 | 372, chapter 409, part Il of chapter 455, or chapter 559 or s.
13| 328.42 32#063% to ensure conpliance with any child support

14 | obligation and any subpoenas, orders to appear, orders to show
15| cause, or simlar orders relating to paternity or child

16 | support proceedings. If the Title |IV-D agency deternmni nes that
17 | an applicant, licensee, registration hol der, or

18 | certificateholder is an obligor who is delinquent on a support
19 | obligation or who is not in conpliance with a subpoena, order
20| to appear, order to show cause, or simlar order relating to
21 | paternity or child support proceedings, the Title |IV-D agency
22 | shall certify the delinguency pursuant to s. 61.14.

23 Section 37. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
24 | | aw.

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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