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HB 1365, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act re-creating the Aguatic Plant Control
Trust Fund of the Departnent of Environnental
Protection and renaning the trust fund;
carrying forward current bal ances and
continuing current sources and uses thereof;
anendi ng ss. 206. 606, 327.28, 369.252, F.S.
conform ng provisions to the change in nane;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Legislature wishes to extend the |ife of
the Aquatic Plant Control Trust Fund, which is otherw se
schedul ed to be term nated pursuant to constitutional nandate,
and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has reviewed the trust fund
before its scheduled termnmination date and has found that it
continues to neet an inportant public purpose, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the existing public
policy concerning the trust fund sets adequate paraneters for
its use, NOWN THEREFCRE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The Aquatic Plant Control Trust Fund
within the Departnent of Environnental Protection, FLAIR

nunber 37-2-030 which is to be term nated pursuant to Section
19(f), Article Ill of the State Constituti on on Novenber 4,
2000, is re-created and renaned the "l nvasive Plant Contro
Trust Fund."
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HB 1365, First Engrossed

1 (2) Al current balances of the trust fund are carried
2| forward and all current sources and uses of the trust fund are
3 | conti nued.
4 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
5] 206. 606, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to
6 | read:
7 206.606 Distribution of certain proceeds.--
8 (1) Moneys collected pursuant to ss. 206.41(1)(g) and
9] 206.87(1)(e) shall be deposited in the Fuel Tax Collection
10 | Trust Fund. Such nobneys, after deducting the service charges
11 | i nposed by s. 215.20, the refunds granted pursuant to s.
12| 206.41, and the administrative costs incurred by the
13 | departnent in collecting, admnistering, enforcing, and
14 | distributing the tax, which administrative costs may not
15 | exceed 2 percent of collections, shall be distributed nonthly
16 | to the State Transportation Trust Fund, except that:
17 (a) $7.55 mllion shall be transferred to the
18 | Departnent of Environnmental Protection in each fiscal year
19 | The transfers nust be made in equal nonthly anounts begi nning
20| on July 1 of each fiscal year. $1.25 nillion of the anmount
21 | transferred shall be deposited annually in the Marine
22 | Resources Conservation Trust Fund and nust be used by the
23 | departnment to fund special projects to provide recreationa
24 | channel marking, public launching facilities, and other
25| boating-related activities. The departnent shall annually
26 | determ ne where unnet needs exist for boating-related
27 | activities, and nmay fund such activities in counties where,
28 | due to the nunber of vessel registrations, insufficient
29 | financial resources are available to neet total water resource
30 | needs. The renaining proceeds of the annual transfer shall be
31| deposited in the | nvasive Aguatie Plant Control Trust Fund and
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1| nmust be used for aquatic plant nmanagenent, including
2 | nonchem cal control of aquatic weeds, research into
3 | nonchemi cal controls, and enforcenment activities. Beginning
41 in fiscal year 1993-1994, the departnent shall allocate at
5| least $1 million of such funds to the eradication of
6 | el al euca.
7 Section 3. Paragraphs (c) and (e) of subsection (1) of
8 | section 327.28, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
9 327.28 WNarine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;
10 | vessel registration funds; appropriation and distribution.--
11 (1) Except as otherw se specified and | ess any
12 | administrative costs, all funds collected fromthe
13 | registration of vessels through the Departnent of H ghway
14 | Safety and Motor Vehicles and the tax collectors of the state
15| shall be deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust
16 | Fund for recreational channel marking; public |aunching
17 | facilities; law enforcenent and quality control prograns;
18 | aquatic weed control; manatee protection, recovery, rescue,
19 | rehabilitation, and rel ease; and narine manmal protection and
20 | recovery. The funds collected pursuant to s. 327.25(1) shal
21| be transferred as foll ows:
22 (c) Two dollars fromeach noncomerci al vesse
23 | registration fee, except that for class A-1 vessels, shall be
24 | transferred to the | nvasi ve Aguatie Plant Control Trust Fund
25| for aquatic weed research and control
26 (e) Forty percent of the registration fees from
27 | commerci al vessels shall be transferred to the |nvasive
28 | Aguat+e Plant Control Trust Fund for aquatic plant research
29 | and control
30 Section 4. Section 369.252, Florida Statutes, is
31 | anended to read
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369. 252 Invasive exotic plant control on public
| ands. - - The departnent shall establish a programto:

(1) Achieve eradication or maintenance control of
i nvasi ve exotic plants on public | ands when the scientific
data indicate that they are detrinental to the state's natura
envi ronnment or when the Conmi ssioner of Agriculture finds that
such plants or specific populations thereof are a threat to
the agricultural productivity of the state;

(2) Assist state and |ocal governnent agencies in the
devel opnent and i npl enentati on of coordinated nmanagenent pl ans
for the eradication or maintenance control of invasive exotic
pl ant species on public |ands;

(3) Contract, or enter into agreenents, with entities
in the State University System or other governnental or
private sector entities for research concerning contro
agents; production and growth of biological control agents;
and devel oprment of workabl e nethods for the eradication or
mai nt enance control of invasive exotic plants on public | ands;
and

(4) Use funds in the |Invasive Aguat+e Plant Contro
Trust Fund as authorized by the Legislature for carrying out
activities under this section on public |ands.

Section 5. This act shall take effect Novenber 4,
2000.
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