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I. Summary:

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1412 increases the criminal penalties for making or
accepting a cash contribution (including a cashier’s check) in excess of $100. Current law
designates such offenses, irrespective of the amount, as a first-degree misdemeanor. Under the
bill, making or accepting a cash contribution of $25,000 or more constitutes a third-degree felony.
Making or accepting a cash contribution of more than $100 but less than $25,000 continues as a
first-degree misdemeanor offense.

This bill substantially amends section 106.09 of the Florida Statutes.

II. Present Situation:

It is a first-degree misdemeanor to make or accept a campaign contribution in cash or cashier’s
check which exceeds $100. s. 106.09, F.S. (1997). The same criminal penalty attaches for each
violation, regardless of the amount. Therefore, someone making a cash contribution of $100,000
would be guilty of the same offense as someone who made a cash contribution $150 --- a first-
degree misdemeanor.

III. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill increases the criminal penalties for persons making or accepting certain illegal cash
contributions. Any person making or accepting a cash contribution of $25,000 or more is guilty of
a third-degree felony. Any person making or accepting a cash contribution of more than $100 but
less than $25,000 is guilty of a first-degree misdemeanor offense. Thus, the bill increases the
criminal penalty for cash contributions of $25,000 or more, but maintains the current
misdemeanor penalty for lesser illegal cash contributions. 
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IV. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

B. Private Sector Impact:

None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The Criminal Justice Estimating Conference has not yet reviewed the impact of the bill on the
State’s resources.
 

VI. Technical Deficiencies:

None.

VII. Related Issues:

None.

VIII. Amendments:

None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill's sponsor or the Florida Senate.


