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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to child care; providing
3 | egislative intent; authorizing the
4 establ i shment of Institutes of Excellence in
5 I nfant and Toddl er Devel opnent; specifying
6 functions of Institutes of Excellence;
7 providing for funding; requiring the subm ssion
8 of annual eval uations; requiring an assessment
9 regardi ng persons in the fields of child care
10 and early chil dhood devel opnent; providing an
11 ef fective date.
12
13 WHEREAS, recent brain devel opnent research has shown
14 | that the greatest wi ndow of opportunity for brain devel opnent
15])in children is during the first three years of life, and
16 WHEREAS, Florida care and educational support systens
17 | do not adequately address the needs in this area, and
18 WHEREAS, over 60 percent of the nothers of children
19 | under six are in the workforce, and
20 WHEREAS, the nunber of working nothers is expanding as
21| Florida inplements WAGES initiatives, and
22 VWHEREAS, over one-half of Florida' s infants and
23| toddlers are cared for by famly providers, with w de
24 | variation in quality, and
25 VWHEREAS, there is a trenendous need to educate both
26 | parents and providers about the inportance of these first
27 | three years of life, and
28 WHEREAS, inproving the quality of care and education
29 | during this critical tinme period of the first three years of
30| lifeis a high priority of the Legislature, NON THEREFORE
31
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Institutes of Excellence in Infant and

Toddl er Devel opnent. - -

(1) The Legislature recogni zes the inportance of

preschool devel opnental education for children frombirth to

ki ndergarten age. Therefore, the Legislature authorizes

community coll eges, public or private colleges, and state

universities to establish Institutes of Excellence in |Infant

and Toddl er Devel oprment. Initiatives of Institutes of

Excel l ence are to be consistent with legislative initiatives

relating to school readiness, address specific concerns

regarding children frombirth to age three, and link directly

with other efforts in the community, including Head Start,
Healthy Start and Healthy Fanilies, and Caring for Kids.
Legislative funding will enable institutes to serve as node

denonstrati on and resource-devel opnent prograns in the

community for the devel opnent of professional childcare

providers and for the enhancenent of know edge on the part of

providers, related professionals, and parents regarding the

devel opnent of children frombirth to age three.

(2) Institutes of Excellence in Infant and Toddl er

Devel opnent may be established by community coll eges, public

or private colleges, and state universities. Initial

desi gnati on of comunity coll eges, public or private coll eges,

and universities authorized to establish an Institute of

Excel | ence shall be provided by the Legislature in the Genera
Appropriations Act. During the 2000-2001 fiscal year, and
thereafter, community coll eges, public or private coll eges,

and universities shall submt to the Secretary of Health and

t he Commi ssi oner of Education requests for authorization to
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establish an Institute of Excellence in Infant and Toddl er

Devel opnent. The Secretary of Health and the Conmi ssioner of

Education shall review the requests and subnit those that neet

gui del i nes established by the State Board of Education and the

Departnent of Health to the Legislature for funding.

Institutes of Excellence established at conmunity coll eges

t hat have established child devel opnent training centers,

pursuant to section 240.382, Florida Statutes, should be

created as part of that center. Institutes of Excell ence may

be established by community colleges, public or private

coll eges, or universities in cooperation with an institution

that has established a child devel opnent training center

according to section 240.382, Florida Statutes.

(3) Institutes of Excellence shall performthe

foll owi ng functi ons:

(a) CQutreach efforts, including support for

professionals certified as infant and toddl er nentors who

provide services to child care providers and parents, and the

devel opnent of marketing and outreach materials for nentors,

parents, and childcare and rel ated professionals.

(b) Devel opnent and i npl enentati on of observation and

denonstration sites at the community coll ege or university.

Such sites shall be used

1. By the community, including other childcare

providers, training providers, and parents, for observations

of a nodel quality childcare environnent.

2. By related providers to provide quality health care

services, including critical screening for auditory, visual

and ot her physical inpairnents that can i npede healthy brain

devel opnent.
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3. As sites to inplenent efforts that identify early

| anguage acquisition difficulties in infants and toddl ers and

that target interventions for inproving early |anguage

devel opnent.

(c) Devel opnent and support of specialized training

courses, systens and prograns in the area of infant and

t oddl er devel opnent frombirth to age three which incl ude

articul ati on mechani sns to ensure and pronote a career | adder

within the educational institution and anong ot her

institutions. Such training shall:

1. Be provided for a wide range of existing and

potential childcare workers, including econonmically

di sadvantaged citizens.

2. Be established as a nechanismto i ncrease the

prof essi onal stature of those working in the childcare arena.

3. Provide | eadershi p devel opnent for childcare center

directors.
4. |Include coordinated devel opnent and i npl enentation

of distance learning instruction, to provide continuing

education for fanily providers and parents in their hones or

in centrally located sites such as public libraries or child

care coordi nati ng agenci es.

(4) Funding shall be included annually in the Genera

Appropriations Act to provide grants for those Institutes of

Excel | ence specifically authorized by the Legislature.

Funding for Institutes of Excellence that are created as part

of child devel opnent training centers is not to suppl ant

fundi ng provided according to section 240.382, Florida

Statutes, or to be used for operational costs or facilities

currently funded through that section
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(5) Institutes of Excellence nmust subnit to the

Secretary of Health and the Conmmi ssi oner of Education

eval uations of progress nmade. Evaluations shall indicate the

nunber of persons receiving services, the nunber of community

training and technical assistance prograns and nodel prograns,

the effectiveness of articul ation agreenents, the nunber of

chil dren eval uated and served, and ot her perfornance neasures

required by the | ocal readi ness council.

(6) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall assign to the

Articul ati on Coordinating Conmttee the responsibility for

conducting a statew de assessnent to determ ne the extent and

nature of instruction for those who work or are training to

work in the fields of child care and early chil dhood

education. The Articul ation Coordi nating Comrmittee shall,

after conpleting this assessnent, recomend rules that wll

provide for credit to be awarded to those who enroll in and

conpl ete courses offered by both private and public providers

of early childhood instruction, including instruction that

addresses the mininumtraining requirenents for enploynent in

the child care field and for attai nnent of the child

devel opnent associate credential, or its equivalent. Such

reconmendations shall also provide for articul ation of

vocational credit to college credit, and articul ati on of

credits earned in an associate in science degree program or

an associate in arts specialization course to credit in a

baccal aureate degree program The Commi ssi oner of Education

shal | inplenent the reconmendati ons of the Articul ation

Coordinating Committee through rul es adopted by the State

Board of Educati on.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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