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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1437
By Representative Sobel

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to netropolitan planning
organi zations; anending s. 339.175, F.S.
provi di ng an additional nethod of selecting
voting nmenbership in an MP.O under certain
ci rcunstances; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 339.175, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.--It is the
intent of the Legislature to encourage and pronote the
devel opnent of transportation systens enbraci ng vari ous nodes
of transportation in a manner that will maxim ze the nobility
of peopl e and goods within and through urbanized areas of this
state and mnimze, to the nmaxi num extent feasible, and
together with applicable regul atory governnent agencies,
transportation-rel ated fuel consunption and air pollution. To
acconpl i sh these objectives, netropolitan planning
organi zations, referred to in this section as MP.O's, shal
devel op, in cooperation with the state, transportation plans
and prograns for netropolitan areas. Such plans and prograns
nmust provide for the devel opment of transportation facilities
that will function as an internodal transportation systemfor
the nmetropolitan area. The process for devel opi ng such pl ans
and prograns shall be continuing, cooperative, and
conpr ehensive, to the degree appropriate, based on the
conplexity of the transportation problens.

(2) VOTI NG MEMBERSHI P. - -
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1 (a) The voting nenbership of an MP. O shall consi st
2| of not fewer than 5 or nore than 19 apportioned nenbers, the
3 | exact nunber to be determined on an equitable

4 | geographi c-popul ation ratio basis by the Governor, based on an
5| agreenent anong the affected units of general - purpose |oca

6 | governnent as required by federal rules and regul ations. The
7 | Governor, in accordance with 23 U. S.C. s. 134, as anended by
8| the Internodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991
9| my also provide for MP.O nenbers who represent

10| nunicipalities to alternate with representatives from ot her
11 | nunicipalities within the designated urban area that do not
12 | have nenbers on the MP. O County conm ssion nenbers shal

13 | conpose not |ess than one-third of the MP.QO nenbership,

14 | except for an MP.O wth nore than 15 nenbers located in a
15| county with a five-nmenber county conmission or an MP.Q with
16 | 19 nenbers located in a county with no nore than 6 county

17 | conmissioners, in which case county conmi ssion nmenbers nay

18 | conpose | ess than one-third percent of the MP.QO nenbership,
19 | but all county conm ssioners nust be nenbers. Al voting

20 | nenbers shall be elected officials of general-purpose

21 | governnents, except that an MP.O nmay include, as part of its
22 | apportioned voting nenbers, a nenber of a statutorily

23 | authori zed planning board or an official of an agency that

24 | operates or adninisters a major node of transportation. In
25 | netropolitan areas in which authorities or other agencies have
26 | been, or may be, created by law to performtransportation

27 | functions that are not under the jurisdiction of a

28 | general - purpose | ocal governnent represented on the MP.Q ,
29 | they shall be provided voting nenbership on the MP.O The
30 | county comni ssion shall conpose not |ess than 20 percent of
31| the MP.QO nenbership if an official of an agency that
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1| operates or adnministers a najor node of transportation has

2 | been appointed to an MP. O

3 (b) Any other provision of this section to the

4| contrary notwi thstandi ng, any county chartered under s. 6(e),
5] At. VIIl of the State Constitution nay elect to have its

6 | county comm ssion serve as the MP.O., if the MP.O

7] jurisdiction is wholly contained within the county. Any

8 | charter county that elects to exercise the provisions of this
9 | paragraph shall so notify the Governor in witing. Upon

10 | recei pt of such notification, the Governor nust designate the
11 | county conmmission as the MP.O  The Governor nust appoint

12 | four additional voting nenbers to the MP.QO, one of whom nust
13| be an elected official representing a nmunicipality within the
14 | county, one of whom nust be an expressway authority nenber

15 | one of whom nust be a person who does not hold el ected public
16 | office and who resides in the unincorporated portion of the
17 | county, and one of whom nust be a school board nenber

18 (c) An MP.O nmmy subnmit to the Governor for

19 | considerati on and approval a nenbership reapportionnent plan
20| that is exenpted fromthe requirenents of paragraphs (a) and
21 |(b) of this subsection. This plan nay be approved by the

22 | Governor if the MP.QO denonstrates that such a nenbership

23 | reapportionment plan is needed to fulfill specific goals and
24 | policies applicable to that netropolitan planning area.

25 | However, nenbership reapportionnent plans, at a nini num nmust
26 | conply with all federal requirenents pertaining to MP.QO

27 | nmenber shi p.

28 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
29 | | aw.
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY

3
Provi des an exenption fromcurrent requirenents with

4 respect to the voting nenbership of an MP.O for an
MP.O which submts™to the Governor for consideration

5 and approval a nmenbership reapportionnment plan if the
M P. Q. denpnstrates that such a nenbership o

6 reapportionnment plan is needed to fulfill specific, goals
and policies applicable to that netropolitan planning

7 area. Provides, however, that nenbers IP r eapporti onient
plans, at a mninmum  nust co Ix)mnth al |l federal

8 requirements pertaining to MP.O nenbership.
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