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By the Committee on El ection Reform and Representatives
Fl anagan, Stafford, Goodlette, Futch, Detert, nriquez,
W I son, Brown and Diaz de la Portilla

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; creating s.

3 100.065, F.S.; allowing all voters to vote in

4 certain primary el ection contests; providing

5 for runoffs at the general election; specifying

6 procedures for placing the candi dates' nanes on

7 the ballots required; anending ss. 101.021

8 101. 251, and 101.5606, F.S., to conform

9 providing an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Section 100.065, Florida Statutes, is

14 | created to read:

15 100. 065 O her candidates on primary and genera

16 | el ection ballots.--

17 (1) Any other provision of law to the contrary

18 | notwithstanding, if all candidates for an office are seeking
19 | the nonination of the same political party and there will

20 | otherwi se be no opposition in the general election, al

21 | registered electors, regardless of party affiliation, nay vote
22| for that office in the first primary election and, if

23 | necessary, in the general election

24 (2) When two or nore candidates have qualified for an
25| office and there is only one political party represented and
26 | there will otherwi se be no opposition for that office in the
27 | general election, the nanes of such candi dates shall be pl aced
28| on the first prinmary el ection ballot of each political party
29| holding a primary election and on a ballot for voters

30| registered with no party affiliation or registered in a party
31| that is not holding a prinmary el ection. The nanes of the
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1| candi dates for each such office shall be grouped on a separate
2| portion of the ballot or on a separate ballot. Such offices

3| shall be placed under the heading of "Universal Primary" in

4| the order deternined by the Departnent of State. Foll ow ng

5| each candidate's nane shall be the appropriate abbreviation of
6| party nane.

7 (3) |If any candidate for such office receives a

8| mjority of the votes cast for such office in the first

9| primary el ection, the nane of the candi date who recei ves such
10| mpjority shall not appear on any other ballot. Such candi date
11 | shall be deened to have voted for hinself or herself at the
12 | general election. |If no candidate for such office receives a
13| mpjority of the votes cast for such office in the first

14 | primary election, the names of the two candi dates receiving
15| the hi ghest nunber of votes for such office shall be placed on
16 | the general election ballot. If nore than two candi dates for
17 | such office receive an equal and hi ghest nunber of votes, the
18 | nane of each candi date receiving an equal and hi ghest nunber
19 | of votes shall be placed on the general election ballot. In
20| any contest in which there is a tie for second place and the
21| candidate placing first did not receive a majority of the

22 | votes cast for such office, the name of the candi date pl acing
23| first and the nane of each candidate tying for second shall be
24 | pl aced on the general election ballot.

25 Section 2. Section 101.021, Florida Statutes, is

26 | anended to read:

27 101.021 Elector to vote the primary ballot of the

28 | political party in which he or she is registered;

29 | excepti on. - - Hi—a—primary—etecton—aguat-fed—etector—=s

30 | entitted—to—vote—the—ofHeira—prirary—etection—ba-ot—oef—the
31 | potiticat—party—destgrated—+n—the—etector—s—+egistration—and
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no—oether—Except as provided in s. 100.065,it is unlawful for
any elector to vote in a primary for any candidate running for

nonm nation froma party other than that in which such el ector
i s registered.

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 101.251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 251 Information which supervisor of elections nust
print on ballots.--

(2) In addition to the names printed on the ballot as
provided in subsection (1), the supervisor of elections of
each county shall have printed on the general election ball ot
to be used in the county the nanmes of the candi dates who are

entitled pursuant to s. 100.065 to have their nanes printed on

the ballot,the nanes of the judicial officers, as defined in
chapter 105, who are entitled to have their nanes printed on
the ballot, and minor party and independent candi dates who
have obtained a position on the general election ballot in
conpliance with the requirenents of this code.

Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 101.5606, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No
el ectronic or el ectronechani cal voting systemshall be
approved by the Departnent of State unless it is so
constructed that:

(5) It pernmits each voter at a prinmary election to
vote only for the candi dates seeking nom nation by the
political party in which such voter is registered, except as
provided in s. 100.065;for any candidate for nonparti san

office;;-and for any question upon which the voter is entitled
to vote.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provides that if all candidates for an office are seekin
the nom nation of the sane political party and there wl
ot herwi se be no opposition In the general "election, al
regi stered el ectors, regardless of "party affiliation, nay
vote for that office in"the first primary el ection under

I headi ng and, if netCessary, in the
general election. Specifies Procedures for placing the
n e ballots required.
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