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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1495
By Representatives Bradl ey and Lynn

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to urban policy; creating the
Institute on Uban Policy and Conmerce;
providing for the purposes of the institute;
directing the institute to investigate specific
i ssues; directing the establishnent of regiona
centers; providing reporting requirenents;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, through years of serious neglect and
deprivation, urban comunities have beconme pl agued by
pervasive poverty and econoni c and physical distress, and

WHEREAS, many of these urban comrmuniti es have becone
ghost towns overwhel ned by unenpl oynent, vacant buil di ngs, and
boar ded- up hones, and

WHEREAS, the majority of these inner city conmunities
are underserved and are cut off fromthe larger community by a
| ack of enploynent skills and a | ack of business and econonic
devel opnent opportunities due to a profusion of social and
fam |y burdens, including poverty, crine, substance abuse,
illiteracy, and overcrowdi ng, NON THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. There is created the Institute on Urban

Policy and Conmrerce as a Type | Institute under the Board of

Regents at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University to

i mprove the quality of life in urban conmunities through

research, teaching, and outreach activiti es.

Section 2. The nmjor purposes of the institute are to

pursue basic and applied research on urban policy issues
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confronting the inner-city areas and nei ghborhoods in the

state; to influence the equitable allocation and stewardship

of federal, state, and local financial resources; to train a

new generation of civic |eaders and university students

interested in approaches to comunity planning and design; to

assi st with the planning, devel opnent, and capacity buil di ng

of urban area nonprofit organi zati ons and governnent agenci es;

to develop and maintain a data base relating to inner city

areas; and to support the community devel opnent efforts of

i nner city areas, neighborhood-based organi zati ons, and

nmuni ci pal agenci es.

Section 3. The institute shall research and recomrend

strategi es concerning critical issues facing the underserved

popul ation in urban communities, including, but not linted

to, transportation and physical infrastructure; affordable

housi ng; tourismand commerce; environnental restoration; job

devel opnent and retention; child care; public health;

life-long learning; famly intervention; public safety; and

community rel ations.

Section 4. The institute shall establish regiona

urban centers to be located in the inner cities of St

Pet er sburg, Tanpa, Jacksonville, Ol ando, Wst Pal m Beach, Ft.

Lauderdal e, M ani, Daytona Beach, and Pensacola to assi st

ur ban communities on critical econonmic, social, and

educati onal problens affecting the underserved popul ati on

Section 5. Before January 1 of each year, the

institute nust submt a report of its critical findings and

reconmendations for the prior year to the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

appropriate conmittees of the Legislature. The report shall be
titled "The State of Unmet Needs in Florida's U ban
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Communi ties" and should include, but is not limted to, a

recommended |ist of resources that could be nade avail able for

revitalizing urban communities; significant acconplishnents

and activities of the institute; and recommendati ons

concerni ng the expansion, inprovenent, or ternination of the

institute.
Section 6. The Governor shall submit an annual report

to the Legislature on the unnet needs in the state's urban

conmuni ti es.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Institute on U ban Pollcb and Commerce at
FIorlda Agricultural and Mechanical  University. Provides
for its Brrposes and directs it to investigate specific
i ssues. rects the establishnment of seven regional urban
centers. Provides reporti g requirements for the

Institute and the Governor
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