CS for SB 1504 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; providing intent
3 for certain high schools designated New
4 M 1 ennium H gh Schools; requiring certain
5 conponents of a vocational programcalled the
6 Fl orida Tech Prep Pathway; requiring certain
7 activities of staff identified by schools and
8 | ocal business enterprises; providing
9 requi renments for students to enroll in certain
10 prograns; requiring procedures and
11 certification of tech prep pathway prograns;
12 providi ng for docunentation by the Departnent
13 of Education; creating the Sunshine Technica
14 Skills Certificate; providing requirenents;
15 requiring certain schools to be selected as
16 pilot projects; providing duties of the
17 Departnent of Education and the school s
18 requiring certain progranms and
19 career-devel opnent activities to assi st
20 counsel ors at certain high schools; anending
21 ss. 228.041, 229.601, 229.602, 231.121, F.S.
22 changi ng a personnel classification title;
23 anending s. 231.1725, F.S.; inposing certain
24 requirenents for initial certification and
25 recertification of certain personnel; anending
26 s. 239.121, F.S.; changing a personne
27 classification title; providing for certain
28 pr of essi onal - devel opnent activities; anending
29 s. 239.229, F.S.; providing certain
30 responsibilities for school boards and
31 superintendents; repealing s. 233.068, F.S.
1
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which relates to job-rel ated vocati ona
instruction; creating the Task Force on Public
School Fundi ng; providing for the appoi nt nent
and organi zation of the task force; specifying
powers and duties; specifying duties of the
Departnent of Education; requiring certain
reports and public hearings; repealing s.
236.081, F.S., relating to the Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Florida Tech Prep Pathway, New M| | enni um

Hi gh Schools; intent.--

(1) The Legislature intends to advance hi gh schoo

vocati onal education beyond the progress experienced during

the | ast decade of the 20th century. Initiatives in schools

desi gnated as Tech Prep Schools, H gh Schools that Wrk

Career Acadeni es, and Blueprint Schools for Career Preparation

have proved the value of increasing the academ c preparation

of vocational students and of assuring that all students are

prepared for both postsecondary education and a career. The

Legislature further intends to use the findings fromthese

prograns to disseninate their benefits to all high schools and

all vocational prograns.

(2) Therefore, the Florida Tech Prep Pat hway shall be
devel oped during the 1999-2000 school year and i npl enent ed
during the 2000-2001 year in at |east 10 high schools. By
2004, all high schools in the state shall inplenent the

pat hway. These hi gh schools are desi gnated New M || enni um Hi gh

2
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1| Schools and nust assure that all students have the opportunity
2| to earn a credential that guarantees their preparation for the
3| new century's demands for career advancenent through
4 | educati on.
5 (3) The New M I 1| ennium H gh Schools nust be founded
6 | upon three principles proved effective at the turn of the
71 century:
8 (a) A challenging academ c curriculumthat denands a
9] high I evel of achievenent and assures a direct path through
10 | postsecondary education without the need for repetition or
11 | renedi ati on
12 (b) A technical curriculumarticulated with
13 | postsecondary education prograns and invigorated by a strong
14 | | i nkage anong school s, postsecondary education institutions,
15| and the |l ocal business sector.
16 (c) The power of a denobnstrated return on investnent
17 | in education. The return is econonic devel opnent that is
18 | produced when public funds notivate a strategic investnent by
19 | the private sector in educational ventures that prove nutually
20 | profitable.
21 Section 2. Florida Tech Prep Pathway; required
22 | conponents.--The Florida Tech Prep Pathway is a curricul um
23 | designed to provide the acadenic and technical skills,
24 | knowl edge, and val ues needed to succeed in work and
25 | postsecondary education at a |l evel that enables a person to
26 | becone self-sufficient and to contribute to the econonic and
27 | social community. The pathway consists of the foll ow ng
28 | conponents:
29 (1) An educational career plan provided for each
30| student in the pathway. This plan is a sequential journa
31| designed to guide students through the career devel opnent
3
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process and to relate education to career interests,

aptitudes, and experiences as the students progress. A career

speci al i st or guidance counsel or shall work with each student

on the devel opnent of and each revision to the plan, which

nmust be approved by the student's parent.

(2) A one-credit core course called "Technical Systens

and Applications." By conpleting this course, a student neets

the graduation requirenent for perfornming arts or practica

arts. The course nust achi eve conpetencies in:

(a) Infornmation nmanagenent, using critical and

creative thinking;

(b) Career assessnent and exploration

(c) Conputer applications;

(d) Technical reading and writing;

(e) Communication; and
(f) Work ethics.
(3) A work-based | earning experience that is related

to the student's career plan, progressively nore advanced, and

docunent ed t hroughout the program of study. Staff identified

by schools shall work with | ocal business and industry firns

to | ocate work experience that will contribute rel evant

progress toward the objectives in a student's educati ona

career plan. A conprehensive work-based | earni ng experience

progresses through the followi ng | evels, but does not

necessarily include each one:

(a) Job shadowi ng, a career exploration activity in

which a student early in the Tech Prep Pathway foll ows an

enployee at a firmfor at least 1 day to | earn about an

occupation or industry.

(b) Community service activities related to the

student's career path.

4

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

CS for SB 1504 First Engrossed

(c) A school -based enterprise in which students

operate a business enterprise to produce or provide goods or

services, on or off the school site, as part of the school's

program
(d) A business nentoring activity provided to a

student by an enpl oyee or other person who possesses skills

and knowl edge identified for mastery in the student's career

educati on plan. The nentor works in consultation with the

cl assroomteachers to instruct the student, critique the

student's perfornance, and chall enges the student to perform

well.
(e) A volunteer internship or clinical experience.
(f) An on-the-job training activity or cooperative
educati on.

(g) Youth apprenticeship, a planned program of

instruction for high school students at |east 16 years old.

The program i ncl udes acadeni c study, technical instruction

and on-the-job training and | eads to a high school diploma and

advanced standing in an adult apprenticeshi p program upon

gr aduat i on.
(4) A capstone activity that includes a project

related to a career. This activity is designed to apply the

conpetencies attained in the student's acadeni c and technica

prograns of study. It nust include a denpbnstration before a

panel of representatives of businesses or industries that

enpl oy people in occupations related to the student's chosen

car eer.
(5) A programarticul ati on agreenent or agreenents for

continuing the curriculuminto an apprenticeship or one or

nor e postsecondary education prograns that lead to a

5
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1| vocational certificate, an applied technol ogy dipl onma, an
2 | associate in science degree, or a baccal aureate degree.
3 Section 3. Florida Tech Prep Pathway; requirenents for
4| students.--A student nmay take a course within the Florida Tech
5| Prep Pathway as a participant in the pathway or as a
6 | nonpartici pant. However, only a partici pant nay be reported
7] for full-tinme-equivalent funding in the category established
8| for the Florida Tech Prep Pathway in section 236.081, Florida
9| Statutes, and the annual general appropriations act. A schoo
10| district shall assure that the majority of students in any
11| course within the pathway are participants. To be a
12 | participant in a Florida Tech Prep Pathway, a student and his
13| or her parent nust agree that the student wll:
14 (1) Earn the required credits in mathematics, science,
15 | and conmuni cati ons through courses that are all at a level 2
16 | or above.
17 (2) Denonstrate conversational proficiency in a
18 | foreign | anguage or enroll in 2 sequential years of foreign
19 | | anguage instruction
20 (3) Inthe ninth or tenth grade, enroll in the
21| technical core course defined in section 2 of this act and,
22 | before conpleting high school, enroll in at |east two
23 | sequential courses in a technical programof study. The
24 | techni cal program nust be:
25 (a) Defined at the state |evel.
26 (b) Certified and eval uated as required by section 4
27 | of this act.
28 (c) Fornmally articulated with a continui ng conponent
29 | in postsecondary education. The program nust culninate in an
30 | apprenticeship or a credential at the level of a vocationa
31
6
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certificate, an applied technol ogy di pl oma, an associ ate

degree, or a baccal aureate degree.

(4) In collaboration with a career specialist or

gui dance counsel or, devel op and progress through a sequenti al

career education plan that includes guided work experiences

and i s docunented through a portfolio or other denobnstrations

of conpetenci es attai ned.

Section 4. Tech prep pathway; certification of

prograns of study.--

(1) To be included in a tech prep pathway, a program

nust be certified by business and industry to assure the

rel evance of its technical curriculum equipnent, rel ated

wor k- based | earni ng experi ences, and application of

t echnol ogy.
(2) The Departnent of Education, in collaboration with

t he Jobs and Education Partnership of Enterprise Florida,

shal | assure conpliance with the requirenents for

certification. A school district may not report a student for

funding as a tech prep pathway student until the programin

which the student is enrolled is industry-certified and

approved by the Departnent of Education as required by this

secti on.
(3) The Departnent of Education shall assure that each

programis certified and recertified, as required by advances

in an occupational cluster, at |east every 5 years. The

departnment may adopt rules for the certification process, and

the rules nust establish any necessary procedures for

obt ai ni ng appropriate busi ness partners and requirenents for

busi ness and industry involvenent in curricul umoversi ght and

equi pnent procur enent .

7
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Section 5. Sunshine Technical Skills

Certificate.--Every New M I | ennium H gh School shall assure

that students who conplete a Florida Tech Prep Pat hway have

the opportunity to earn a credential that assures the

attai nnent of an advanced acadenmi c and techni cal educati on

This credential is called a Sunshine Technical Skills

Certificate and nust be awarded in addition to a standard hi gh

school diploma to a student who:

(1) Conpletes the requirenents for high schoo

graduation as provided in section 232.246, Florida Statutes.

(2) Earns all required credits in nathenmatics,

sci ence, and comuni cations in courses designated by the

Departnent of Education at |evel 2 or above.

(3) Earns two credits in a foreign | anguage or

denonstrates the ability to converse in foreign | anguage as

provided by the Departnent of Education

(4) Earns the required credit in practical arts or

perforning arts through the technical core course as provided

in section 2 of this act.

(5) Conpletes a tech prep pathway including the

requi red academ c, technical, and work-based | earning required

by section 2 of this act.

(6) Passes the college entry |level placenent test or

an equivalent test identified by the departnent with a score

adequate to enroll in a public postsecondary educati on program

wi thout the need for coll ege-preparatory or

vocati onal -preparatory instruction

Section 6. New M Il ennium H gh Schools; pilot projects

and i npl enentation. --
(1) Prior to the 1999-2000 school year, the Departnment
of Education shall select at |east 10 high schools to serve as

8
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pilot project New M I I ennium H gh Schools. The depart nment

shal |l issue a request for proposals that describes the

requi renents of sections 1-5 of this act and may incl ude any

additional requirenents that will expedite the departnent's

sel ection of the pilot projects.

(2) The departnent shall select at |east two school s

fromeach of the five educational planning regions of the

state and shall give priority to a school that has experience

as a Blueprint School for Career Devel opnent or a Career

Acadeny or is in partnership with a business firmand a

post secondary education institution for specialized technica

or occupational education. The departnent may al so give

priority to any other school that has attai ned experience with

i ndustry certification, student work experience, and the

i nvol verent of career counsel ors and gui dance counselors to

obtain the collaboration of |ocal business or industry firns.

(3) The New M I 1| ennium H gh Schools shall provide

assi stance to other schools and the Departnent of Education in

their efforts to inplenent this act. The departnent shal

identify three working comrmittees to coordi nate inplenentation

issues with the pilot projects. These comittees shal

consi der issues related to curriculum funding,

accountability, and guidance and counseling. By Novenber 1,

1999, the Conmissioner of Education shall report to the

Legi slature on the progress of the pilot projects and may

reconmrend any changes in policy, rule, or law that would all ow

this act to be nore effectively inplenented.
(4) By the 2000-2001 school year, the Departnent of
Educati on shall devel op courses in foreign | anguage which are

desi gned to neet the conversational and occupati onal needs of

t he wor kf orce. These courses shall be available in each New

9
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M1 enium H gh School and satisfy the foreign | anguage

required to receive a Sunshine Technical Skills Certificate.

Section 7. New M I I ennium H gh School s

counsel ors.--The Legislature finds that, to adequately assi st

students in advanced techni cal and academ ¢ career pl anning,

hi gh school gui dance counsel ors require preservice and

i nservice professional devel opnment prograns that contain

sufficient infornati on on career education

(1) Each gui dance counselor in a New M I | enni um Hi gh

School shall conplete 6 senester credit hours or 60 inservice

points in career devel opnent which include:

(a) An enphasis on | abor-market trends and

proj ecti ons;

(b) A practicumthat focuses on devel opnent of a

car eer - awar eness program and

(c) Content related to a career or enploynent within

the counsel or's work experience.

(2) The Departnent of Education shall assist guidance

counselors in attaining the additional education required for

New M || enni um Hi gh Schools. The State Board of Educati on

shal|l revise rules governing the certification and

recertification of guidance counselors to all ow substitution

of personal work-based experiences and tenporary-enpl oynent

opportunities in business and industry for the required

cl assroominstruction.

(3) To inplenent the requirenents of this act through

preservi ce education, the Legisl ature encourages coll eges of

education to provide for the additional courses required

wi thout increasing the total nunber of credit hours needed to

conplete a program Instead, the colleges are encouraged to

10
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1| infuse course content required for ethics courses into courses
2| required for introduction, theory, and practi cum
3 Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (9) of section
4] 228.041, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to
51| read:
6 228.041 Definitions.--Specific definitions shall be as
7| foll ows, and wherever such defined words or terns are used in
8| the Florida School Code, they shall be used as foll ows:
9 (9) I NSTRUCTI ONAL PERSONNEL. - -"Il nstructi ona
10 | personnel " neans any staff nenber whose function includes the
11 | provision of direct instructional services to students.
12 | Instructional personnel also includes personnel whose
13 | functions provide direct support in the | earning process of
14 | students. Included in the classification of instructiona
15 | personnel are:
16 (b) Pupil personnel services.--Pupil personne
17 | services include staff nenbers responsible for: advising
18 | students with regard to their abilities and aptitudes,
19 | educational and occupational opportunities, and personal and
20 | soci al adjustnents; providing placenent services; performnng
21 | educational evaluations; and simlar functions. Included in
22 | this classification are guidance counsel ors, social workers,
23 | car eer occupationatftpracenent specialists, and schoo
24 | psychol ogi st s.
25 Section 9. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
26 | 229.601, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
27 229.601 Career education program --
28 (2) There is hereby established a career education
29 | programin the state educational system The Conmi ssioner of
30 | Education and his or her designated staff shall administer
31| this program In devel oping and admi nistering the career

11
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educati on program the purpose of which is to pronote positive
career opportunities for all students regardless of their

race, color, creed, national origin, ancestry, socioeconomc
status, or gender, the conm ssioner shall:

(c) Develop prograns for preservice and inservice
training for the purpose of infusing career education concepts
into the basic curricula of public schools and core curricula
of community colleges and state universities and prograns for
preservice and inservice training for counsel ors and career
occtupati-onal—and—placenent specialists to assist in career
counseling and placenent and followp activities.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
229.602, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

229.602 Florida private sector and education
part nerships. - -

(5) Each school district shall designate one or nore
persons to coordinate |local private sector and education
partnership activities. The general activities of these
coordinators shall be to enhance private sector and education
partnership activities. The specific duties of the district
coordi nators shall include, but not be limted to, the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Maintaining contact with |ocal businesses and
i ndustries, |ocal chanber of conmerce organizations, private
i ndustry councils with Job Training Partnership Act prograns,
di strict career eectpationat specialists, guidance personnel
econom cs educators, volunteer coordinators, community
educati on coordi nators, appropriate governnental personnel
and any others interested in private sector and education
part nershi ps.

12
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Section 11. Section 231.1725, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

231.1725 Enpl oynent of substitute teachers, career
speci al i sts,teachers of adult education, and nondegreed

teachers of career education; students perforning clinica
field experience.--

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 231.02,
231.15, and 231.17, or any other provision of lawor rule to
the contrary, each school board shall establish the mnim
qgualifications for:

(a) Substitute teachers to be enployed pursuant to s.
231.47. The qualifications shall require the filing of a
conpl ete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as required by
s. 231.02.

(b) Part-tine and full-tinme teachers in adult
educati on prograns. The qualifications shall require the
filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as
required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely to conduct
post secondary instruction my be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

(c) Part-tine and full-tinme nondegreed teachers of
vocational prograns. Qualifications shall be established for
agriculture, business, health occupations, fanily and consuner
sci ences, industrial, narketing, and public service education
teachers, based primarily on successful occupationa
experience rather than academ c training. The qualifications
for such teachers shall require

1. The filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the
sanme manner as required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely
to conduct postsecondary instruction nmay be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

13
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1 2. Docunentation of education and successfu
2 | occupational experience including docunentation of:
3 a. A high school diploma or the equivalent.
4 b. Conpletion of 6 years of full-tinme successfu
5| occupati onal experience or the equivalent of part-tine
6 | experience in the teaching specialization area. Alternate
7 | means of determ ning successful occupational experience may be
8 | established by the school board.
9 c. Conmpletion of career education training conducted
10 | through the local school district inservice nmaster plan
11 d. For full-tinme teachers, conpletion of professiona
12 | education training in teaching nethods, course construction
13 | I esson planning and eval uation, and teachi ng speci al needs
14 | students. This training my be conpl eted through coursework
15 ) froma standard institution or an approved district teacher
16 | educati on program
17 e. Denopnstration of successful teaching perfornance.
18 (2) Substitute, adult education, and nondegreed career
19 | education teachers who are enpl oyed pursuant to this section
20 | shall have the sane rights and protection of |laws as certified
21 | teachers.
22 (3) Beginning with the 2000- 2001 school year, to
23 | receive initial certification, a career specialist as defined
24 1in s. 239.121 nust have:
25 (a) At least 6 years of docunented work experience
26 | that:
27 1. Cccurred within the |last 15 years;
28 2. Consisted of paid enploynent outside the
29 | educati onal system and
30 3. Included | eadership or nmanagenent responsibilities
31| and deci si on-nmaki ng skills.

14
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1 (b) A college degree at least at the level of an
2 | associate's degree or a mininmumof 60 transferable credits.
3 | Educati on may not be substituted for the required work
4 | experience.
5 (4) As a condition of certification, a career
6 | specialist enployed after July 1, 2000, nust conplete, within
7| the first 2 years of enploynent, at |east four college-Ievel
8 | courses that include:
9 (a) At least one course in career devel opnent,
10 | | abor-narket information, assessnent instruments, goa
11| setting, and job-search training.
12 (b) Three courses in any of the foll owi ng areas:
13 | conmruni cati ons, vocational and technical education, public
14 | rel ations and marketing, career devel opnent, counseling or
15 | hunan-resource nmanagenent, or conputer technol ogy.
16
17 | A career specialist who has attained the required coursework
18 | t hrough preservi ce education and who hol ds a baccal aureate
19 | degree is not required to conply with this subsection
20 Section 12. Section 239.121, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 239. 121 Career €©Cectpationat specialists. --
23 (1) District school boards and community coll ege
24 | boards of trustees may enpl oy career etcedupational specialists
25| to provide student counseling services and occupati ona
26 | information to students and to provide information to | oca
27 | business and industry regarding the availability of vocationa
28 | prograns through |l ocal educational institutions. Under the
29 | supervision of a certified counselor, career eccupationat
30 | specialists nmay undertake special assignnents that include,
31| but are not linmted to, the identification and intensive

15
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counseling of current and forner students and the parents of
such students, as well as counseling students and al
educati on personnel regarding job and career opportunities.

(2) Career Cecupationat specialists shall receive

certification pursuant to State Board of Education rule and s.

231.1725. A career No—oectpat+onrat specialist may not be paid
| ess than any other nenber of the instructional personnel who

has equi val ent qualifications and provides simlar services.
Car eer Cecupationat specialists may receive salary suppl enents
upon docunentation that such supplenents are necessary for
recruiting or retaining suitable personnel

(3) The Departnent of Education and each schoo

district that enploys a career specialist shall assist that

person to prepare a professional devel opnent plan designed to

provide the skills necessary to performthe duties associ ated

with inplenmentation of a Florida Tech Prep Pathway within a

New M || enni um H gh School. This plan nust set tine limts for

the attai nnent of any necessary coursework, denonstration of

conpetencies, and testing required by rules of the State Board

of Educati on.

Section 13. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
239.229, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

239.229 \Vocational standards.--

(2)(a) Each school board and superintendent shal

direct the snooth transition of high school vocationa

prograns and career education to Florida Tech Prep Pat hways as

provided in sections 1-7 and section 12 of this act. Schoo

board, superintendent, and school accountability for career
education within elenentary and secondary school s incl udes,
but is not limted to:

16
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1. Student exposure to a variety of careers and
provision of instruction to explore specific careers in
great er dept h.

2. Student awareness of avail able vocational prograns
and the correspondi ng occupations into which such prograns
| ead.

3. Student devel opnent of individual career plans.

4. Integration of acadenic and vocational skills in
t he secondary curricul um

5. Student preparation to enter the workforce and
enroll in postsecondary education without being required to
conpl ete col | ege-preparatory or vocational -preparatory
i nstruction.

6. Student retention in school through high schoo
gr aduati on.

7. Vocational curriculumarticulation with
correspondi ng postsecondary prograns in the |local area
technical center or community college, or both.

Section 14. Section 233.068, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 15. (1) The Task Force on Public Schoo
Funding is created to exanine and nake recommendati ons to the

Governor and the Legislature on the funding of the state

system of public schools. The task force is assigned to the

Ofice of Legislative Services, created by section 11. 147,

Florida Statutes, for administrative and fiscal accountability

pur poses.
(2) The task force shall consist of 15 nenbers

sel ected from anong busi ness and community | eaders and the

Li eut enant Governor and Conm ssi oner of Education, who shal

serve as voting ex officio nenbers. By June 30, 1999, the
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Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives shall each appoint 5 nenbers to serve

for the duration of the task force. |f a vacancy occurs, the

of ficial who had appointnent jurisdiction for the vacated

position shall appoint a nenber to fill the vacancy. Each

appoi nting authority may renove his or her appointee for

cause, and shall renpve an appoi ntee who, wi thout cause, fails

to attend three consecutive neetings. Menbers of the task

force shall serve w thout conpensation but are entitled to

rei mbursenent for per diemand travel expenses incurred in the

perfornmance of their duties as provided in section 112. 061,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(3) The task force shall hold its organi zati ona

neeting by Septenber 1, 1999; and, thereafter, shall neet at

the call of the chair, but shall neet at |east nonthly before

submtting its final recommendati ons. The task force shall be

chaired by a nenber designated by the Governor. The task

force shall elect a vice chair to serve in the absence of the

chair. The task force shall adopt procedures or byl aws

necessary for its efficient operation and nmay appoint

subcomittees fromits nenbership.

(4) The task force shall exanine the funding of state

system of public schools as provided by the Florida Education

Fi nance Program created by section 236.081, Florida Statutes,

and i npl enented by the general appropriations acts. The task

force shall consider at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) The funding of public schools based on their

perfornmance in educating students as evidenced by the

achi eving of equitable outcones that neet the state academ c

achi evenent standards for all students.

18
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(b) The relationship between state funding and | oca

fundi ng for public schools.

(c) The maintenance of funding equity in the

al l ocation of dollars anong school districts and schools.

(d) The acquisition and support of technology to

assist in the instructional process.

(e) The funding support for parental choice in the

sel ecti on of educational services for children

(f) The results and recommendati ons of public school

fundi ng studi es conducted by nationally recogni zed experts,

groups, and ot her states.
(5) The task force
(a) May appoint an executive director, who shall serve

under its direction, supervision, and control. The

Conmi ssi oner of Education shall designate personnel of the

Departnent of Education to assist the task force until its

staff is enpl oyed.

(b) May enter into contracts or agreenents with

nationally recogni zed school -fi nance experts to serve in a

consul ting and advi sory capacity.

(c) May apply for and accept funds, grants, donations,

expenses, in-kind services, and other val ued goods or services

fromthe governnent of the United States or any of its

agenci es or any other public or private sources. Funds or

servi ces acquired or accepted under this paragraph nust be

used to carry out the task force's duties and

responsibilities.

(d) Shall keep full, detailed, and accurate records

pursuant to chapter 119, Florida Statutes.
(e) By Septenber 1, 2000, shall subnmit draft
reconmendations and, by February 1, 2002, shall submit fina
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1| reconmendati ons to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
2 | and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Before

3 | adopting final reconmendati ons, the task force shall conduct
4| at least one public hearing in each of the five service

5] regions of the Departnent of Educati on between Septenber 1 and
6 | Decenber 31, 2001

7 (6) This section expires June 30, 2002.

8 Section 16. Section 236.081, Florida Statutes, 1998
9| Suppl enent, is repeal ed effective June 30, 2003, subject to
10| prior review by the Task Force on Public School Funding.

11 Section 17. Except as otherw se provided in this act,
12 | this act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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