Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1550
By Senator Dawson-Wite

30-1278-99 See HB 395
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to juvenile justice education
3 and training progranms; anending s. 985. 315,
4 F.S.; revising the vocational work training
5 prograns under the Departnent of Juvenile
6 Justice to require certain juveniles to
7 participate in an educational/technical or
8 vocati onal work-related program 7 hours per
9 day, 7 days per week; providing an effective
10 dat e.
11
12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (4) of
15| section 985.315, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are
16 | anended to read:
17 985. 315 Educational /technical and vocationa
18 | wor k-rel at ed werk—training prograns. --
19 (1)(a) It is the finding of the Legislature that the
20 | educational /techni cal and vocational work-rel ated work
21 | prograns of the Departnent of Juvenile Justice are uniquely
22 | different fromother prograns operated or conducted by other
23 | departments in that it is essential to the state that these
24 | the—werk prograns provide juveniles with useful information
25| and activities that can |ead to meani ngful enploynment after
26 | release in order to assist in reducing the return of juveniles
27 | to the system
28 (b) It is further the finding of the Legislature that
29 | the mission of a juvenile educational/technical and vocationa
30 | work-rel ated wetk programis, in order of priority:
31
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1. To provide a joint effort between the departnent,
the juvenile work prograns, and educational/technical and

ether vocational training prograns to reinforce rel evant
education, training, and postrel ease job placenent, and help
reduce reconmtment.

2. To serve the security goals of the state through
the reduction of idleness of juveniles and the provision of an
incentive for good behavior in residential conmmtnent
facilities.

(c) It is further the finding of the Legislature that
a program whi ch duplicates as closely as possible free-work
production and service operations in order to aid juveniles in
adj ustnent after release and to prepare juveniles for gainfu
enploynent is in the best interest of the state, juveniles,
and the general public.

(2)(a) The departnent shall may require juveniles
placed in a high-risk residential, maximumrisk residential
or a serious/habitual offender programto participate in an
educati onal /techni cal or a vocational work-rel ated work

program 7 hours per day, 7 days per week. All policies

devel oped by the departnent relating to this requirenment nust
be consistent with applicable federal, state, and | ocal | abor
| aws and standards, including all laws relating to child

| abor.

(b) Nothing in this subsection is intended to restore,
in whole or in part, the civil rights of any juvenile. No
juveni |l e conpensat ed under this subsection shall be considered
as an enpl oyee of the state or the departnent, nor shall such
juvenile cone within any other provision of the Wrkers
Conpensati on Law.
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(3) In adopting or nodifying master plans for juvenile
wor k programs and educati onal /technical and vocationa

training prograns, and in the adninistration of the Departnment

of Juvenile Justice, it shall be the objective of the
departnent to devel op

(a) Attitudes favorable to work, the work situation
and a lawabiding Iife in each juvenile enployed in the
juvenil e work program

(b) Education and training opportunities that are

reasonably broad, but which devel op specific work skills.

(c) Prograns that notivate juveniles to use their
abilities. Juventtes—who—donoet—adiust—to—theseprograns——shat
be—reassighet:

(d) Education and training prograns that will be of

nmut ual benefit to all governnental jurisdictions of the state
by reducing the costs of governnent to the taxpayers and which
integrate all instructional prograns into a unified curricul um
suitable for all juveniles, but taking account of the
different abilities of each juvenile.

(e) A logical sequence of educational/technical or

vocational training, enploynent by the juvenile vecationalt
wor k prograns, and postrel ease job placenent for juveniles
participating in juvenile work prograns.

(4)(a) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice shal
establish guidelines for the operation of juvenile
educati onal /techni cal and vocational work-rel ated work

prograns, which shall include the follow ng procedures:
1. Participation in the educational/technical and

vocational work-related prograns shall be on a 7-day- per-week,

7-hour-per-day basis, with lights out at 8 p.m
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2.1 The education, training, work experience,
enotional and nental abilities, and physical capabilities of
the juvenile and the duration of the term of placenent inposed
on the juvenile are to be anal yzed before assi gnnent of the
inmate into the various processes best suited for
educati onal /techni cal or vocational training.

3.2~ Wen feasible, the departnent shall attenpt to
obtain education or training credit for a juvenile seeking

apprenticeship status or a high school diploma or its
equi val ent .
4.3— The juvenile may begin in a general education and

work skills program and progress to a specific work skills
training program depending upon the ability, desire, and
educati on and work record of the juvenile.

5. 4- Moderni zation and upgradi ng of equi prent and
facilities should include greater autonation and i nproved
production techni qgues to expose juveniles to the | atest
t echnol ogi cal procedures to facilitate their adjustnent to
real work situations.

(b) Evaluations of juvenile educational/technical and

vocati onal work-rel ated werk prograns shall be conducted

according to the foll ow ng guidelines:

1. Systemmtic evaluations and quality assurance
nmonitoring shall be inplenented, in accordance with ss.
985.401(4) and 985.412(1), to determ ne whet her the juvenite
vocational—work prograns are related to successful postrel ease
adj ust nent s.

2. Operations and policies of the werk programs shal
be reevaluated to deternmne if they are consistent with their
primary objectives.
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1 (c) The departnent shall seek the advice of private

2 | abor and managenent to:

3 1. Assist its work prograns in the devel opnent of

4| statewide policies ained at innovation and organi zati ona

5 | change.

6 2. otain technical and practical assistance,

7 | information, and gui dance.

8 3. Encourage the cooperation and invol venent of the

9| private sector.

10 Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.
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13 HOUSE SUMVARY

14 . . o
Revi ses the vocational work training progranms of the

15 Departnent of Juvenile Justice to require all kuvenlles
placed in a high-risk residential, nmaxinumris

16 residential, of serious/habitual offender programto
participate in an educational/technical or vocationa

17 work-related program 7 hours per day, 7 days per week,
with [ights out at 8 p.m
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