Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1554

By the Committee on Banking and | nsurance; and Senators
Dawson- Whi te, Sullivan, Bronson, Sebesta, Cary, Saunders,
Canpbel |, Latvala and Cow n

311-2086-99
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to access to obstetrical and
3 gynecol ogi cal services; anmending s. 627.6472,
4 F.S.; requiring exclusive provider
5 organi zations to provide direct patient access
6 to certain obstetrical or gynecol ogica
7 services; anending s. 641.31, F.S.; requiring
8 heal t h mai nt enance organi zations to incl ude
9 certain informati on i n nenber handbooks;
10 anending s. 641.51, F.S.; requiring health
11 nmai nt enance organi zati ons to provide direct
12 patient access to certain obstetrical or
13 gynecol ogi cal services; providing applicability
14 to specified contracts; providing an effective
15 dat e.
16
17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Subsection (18) is added to section
20| 627.6472, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:
21 627.6472 Exclusive provider organizations. --
22 (18) The organi zation shall not require prior
23 | authorization for femal e subscribers for
24 | obstetrical -gynecol ogical care with contracted
25 | obstetrician-gynecol ogi sts. As used in this subsection, the
26 | term "obstetrical -gynecol ogi cal care" nmeans up to two annua
27 | visits, including one well-wonman visit, one additional visit
28 | to address acute gynecol ogi cal problens, as well as al
29 | nedically necessary foll owup care to treat the
30 | obstetrical -gynecol ogi cal condition detected by the
31| obstetrician-gynecol ogi st during these visits. Nothing in this
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subsection shall prevent a plan fromrequiring that an

obstetrician-gynecol ogi st treating a covered pati ent

coordinate the nmedical care through the patient's prinmary care

physician, if applicable.
Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 641.31, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

641. 31 Heal th mai ntenance contracts. --

(4) Every health maintenance contract, certificate, or
nmenber handbook shall clearly state all of the services to
whi ch a subscriber is entitled under the contract and nust
i nclude a clear and understandabl e statenent of any
limtations on the services or kinds of services to be
provi ded, including any copaynent feature or schedul e of
benefits required by the contract or by any insurer or entity
which is underwiting any of the services offered by the
heal t h mai ntenance organi zation. The contract, certificate,
or menber handbook shall also state where and in what manner
t he conprehensive health care services may be obtained and
shal|l include a sunmary of referral policies and procedures

avail able fromthe heal th nai nt enance organi zati on under s.
641.51(5), (6), and (7).

Section 3. Subsection (6) of section 641.51, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

641.51 Quality assurance program second nedica
opi ni on requirenent. --

(6) Each organization shall devel op and naintain
written policies and procedures for the provision of standing
referrals to subscribers with chronic and disabling conditions
whi ch require ongoing specialty care. The organi zati on shal

not require prior authorization for fenmal e subscribers for

obstetrical -gynecol ogical care with contracted
2
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obstetrician-gynecol ogi sts. As used in this subsection, the

term "obstetrical -gynecol ogi cal care" neans up to two annua

visits, including one well-woman visit, one additional visit

t o address acute gynecol ogical problens, as well as al

nedi cally necessary foll owp care to treat the

obstetrical -gynecol ogi cal condition detected by the

obstetrician-gynecol ogi st during these visits. Nothing in this

subsection shall prevent a plan fromrequiring that an

obstetrician-gynecol ogi st treating a covered pati ent

coordinate the nedical care through the patient's prinmary care

physician, if applicable.
Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999,
and shall apply to contracts issued or renewed on or after the

effective date.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1554

1. Del etes the requirenent that health mai ntenance
organi zati ons and excl usi ve provider organi zations
provide direct patient access to contracted.
obstetrlC|an-?ynecolog|sts and i nstead provides that
such organi zafions provide direct patient access for
their femal e subscribers for obstetrical-gynecol ogi ca
care under certain enunerated restrictionS, Provides
t hat excl usive provider organizations and health
mai nt enance organi zations may require that the
obstetrician-gynecol ogi st treating such subscri ber
coordi nate the medical care through the subscriber's
primary care physician, if applicable.

2. Requi res heal th mai ntenance organi zations to_include a

summary of subscriber referral "and continuation of care
information in their nenber handbooks.
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