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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1596

By Senator Bronson

18- 1060A- 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; providing an
exenption from public records requirenents for
court docunments that might identify a pregnant
m nor who petitions for a waiver of the notice
requi rements pertaining to her request to have
her pregnancy termninated; requesting that the
Suprene Court adopt rules ensuring the
confidentiality of such proceedi ngs; providing
for future review and repeal; providing
findings of public necessity; providing a
conti ngent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Wen a minor petitions a circuit court for

a waiver of the notice requirenents pertaining to the nminor's

seeking to terninate her pregnancy, the court proceedi ngs

relating to that petition nmust ensure the anonymity of the

mnor, and the identity of the mnor is confidential and

exenpt fromthe provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida
Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of the State
Constitution. Al such court proceedi ngs shall be seal ed. The

m nor has the right to use a pseudonymor her initials only in

filing her petition in the circuit court. Al docunents

related to this petition which in any way night identify the

m nor shall be confidential and shall not be avail able to the

public. In addition, the Suprene Court is requested to adopt

rules to ensure that such docunents are handled in a

confidential manner. This section is subject to the Open

Gover nnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with
1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1596
18- 106

i
060A- 99

section 119.15, Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on

Cct ober 2, 2004, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through

reenact ment by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that exenpting from

the public records |law requirenents information that m ght

identify a minor who petitions for the ternmination of her

pregnancy is a public necessity in that the mnor would |ikely

be in danger of retribution fromthe parent or guardian

agai nst whom she has made all egati ons of child abuse, negl ect,

sexual abuse, or likelihood that notifying themis not in her

best interest, if her identity were nmade public.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the sanme date
that Senate Bill or simlar legislation creating the
"Parental Notice of Abortion Act" takes effect, if such
| egislation is adopted in the sane |egislative session or an
ext ensi on thereof.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des an exenption from public records requirenents
for court docunents that mght identify a pregnant m nor
who petitions for a waiver of the notiCe requirenents
ertaining to her request to have her Egegnancy

erm nat ed. Requests that the Suprene urt adopt rul es
ensuring the confidentiality of such docunents. Provides
for futlire review and repeal. Provides findings of public
necessity.
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