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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 166
By Senators Brown-\Waite, Bronson, NbKaY Horne, G ant,
va

Carlton, Cowi n, Klein, klrkpatrlck la, Sullivan, Forman
Casas, Canpbell and Lee

10- 25D 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to operations of |aw
enf orcenent agencies; prohibiting a person from
initiating, or attenpting to initiate, contact
with any person who is directly involved in the
nobi | i zation, depl oynent, or tactical
operations of a |l aw enforcenent agency,
i ncludi ng the conmi ssion of a kidnapping or
ot her incident involving the taking or holding
of hostages; prohibiting a person from
broadcasting to the public a Iive audio or
video transm ssion of the tactical operations
of a | aw enforcenent agency; providing a
penalty; providing that a person nay initiate,
or attenpt to initiate, contact with a person
involved in the operations of a |aw enforcenent
agency, or may broadcast a live transm ssion of
tactical |aw enforcenent operations, upon the
express authorization of the agency or upon the
conpl etion of the operations; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, on May 19, 1998, following a nulticounty spree
of violence that left two police detectives and a state
trooper dead, Hank Earl Carr barricaded hinself in a
conveni ence store and took the female clerk hostage, and

WHEREAS, during the ensuing 4-hour standoff, |aw
enforcenent officers attenpted to negotiate with Carr but were
unabl e to contact himby tel ephone because radi o station
personnel had tel ephoned the conveni ence store and were airing
alive, 6-mnute interview with the suspect, and
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WHEREAS, after hearing the radio interview, a newspaper
reporter also contacted the conveni ence store by tel ephone,
again interfering with attenpts by | aw enforcenent officers to
negotiate with the suspect, and

WHEREAS, in addition to interfering with attenpts by
| aw enforcenent officers to negotiate with Carr, helicopters
fromlocal television stations circled the scene and broadcast
live coverage that indicated to the suspect the | ocation of
| aw enf orcenent personnel, and

WHEREAS, in an attenpt to provide "live" coverage of a
breaki ng news story, nenbers of the news nedia seriously
interfered with a hostage negotiati on and endangered the lives
of | aw enforcenent officers and civilians, and

WHEREAS, while the Legislature recognizes that the news
nmedi a nust be able to report a news story, it is necessary to
address the offense of interfering with | aw enforcenent
operations and to inpose severe penalties for any such offense
in order to prevent further tragedy, NON THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Unauthorized communi cati ons prohibited

during the course of an incident involving | aw enforcenent

operations. - -

(1) During the course of any incident that involves

the nobilization, deploynent, or tactical operations of a | aw

enf orcenent agency, including, but not limted to, a

ki dnappi ng or other incident that involves the taking or

hol di ng of one or nobre hostages, a person nay not:

(a) Initiate, or attenpt to initiate, contact or

communi cation with any person directly involved in the
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tactical |aw enforcenent operations or incident, excluding | aw

enf or cenent personnel

(b) Knowi ngly broadcast or telecast to the public any

type of live audio transm ssion or live video transni ssion

that records or depicts the tactical |aw enforcenent

operations, including, but not linmted to, deploynent of |aw

enf orcenent personnel and equi pnent, until the tactica

operations are conpl et ed.

(2) Any person who violates subsection (1) conmits a

felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in section
775. 082, section 775.083, or section 775.084, Florida
St at ut es.

(3) Notwithstandi ng subsection (1), a person nay

initiate, or attenpt to initiate, contact or comrunication

with a person directly involved in an incident that involves

the nobilization, deploynent, or tactical operations of a |aw

enf orcenent agency, or nmy broadcast or telecast a live audio

or video transnission of tactical |aw enforcenent operations,

if that person is expressly authorized to do so by a | aw

enforcenent officer who has jurisdiction over the operations

or incident or if the | aw enforcenent agency has conpleted its

operations pertaining to that incident.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Provides that it is a third-degree felony for a person to
initiate, or attenpt to initiafe, contact with any person

4 dlreptIY involved In the nobilization, deploynent; or
tactical operations of a |aw enforcenent agency,

5 including a kldnapplnﬂ or other incident ihnvolVving the
taki ng of holding of hostages. Provides that it a

6 t hird=-degree felony_for a person to know ngly broadcast
to the public any live audio or |ive video transm ssion

7 that records _or depicts such tactical |aw enforcenent
operations. Provides for an exception to. such

8 prohi bitions upon the express authorization of the | aw
enf orcenent agency or upon the conpletion of the

9 operati ons.
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