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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to educational accountability;
3 anending s. 229.0535, F.S.; revising provisions
4 relating to the authority of the State Board of
5 Education to enforce school inprovenent;

6 creating s. 229.0537, F.S.; providing findings
7 and intent; requiring private schoo

8 opportunity scholarships to be provided to

9 certain public school students; providing

10 student eligibility requirenents; providing

11 school district requirenents; providing an

12 alternative to accepting a state opportunity
13 schol arshi p; providing private schoo

14 eligibility criteria; providing student

15 attendance requirenents; providing parental

16 i nvol venrent requirenents; providing a district
17 reporting requirenent; providing for

18 cal cul ati on of the anmount and distribution of
19 state opportunity schol arshi p funds;
20 aut hori zi ng the adoption of rules; anending s.
21 229.512, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
22 the authority of the Conm ssioner of Education
23 regarding the inplenentation of the program of
24 school inprovenent and educati on
25 accountability; amending s. 229.555, F.S.
26 relating to educational planning and
27 information systens; revising to conform
28 anending s. 229.565, F.S.; elimnating the
29 requi rement that the Conmm ssioner of Education
30 desi gnat e program categories and grade |evels
31 for which performance standards are to be
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1 approved; anending s. 229.57, F.S.; revising

2 t he purpose of the student assessnent program
3 revising provisions relating to the

4 adnmi ni stration of the National Assessnent of

5 Educati onal Progress; revising the statew de

6 assessnment program revising requirenents

7 relating to the annual report of the results of
8 t he statew de assessnent program providing for
9 the identification of schools by performance
10 grade category according to student and schoo
11 perfornmance data; providing for the

12 identification of school inprovenent ratings;
13 anending s. 229.58, F.S.; renoving a reference
14 to the Florida Comm ssion on Educati on Reform
15 and Accountability; increasing the authority
16 that each school identified in a certain

17 perfornmance grade category has over the

18 al l ocation of the school's total budget;

19 anmending s. 229.591, F.S.; revising provisions
20 relating to the system of school inprovenent
21 and education accountability to reflect that
22 students are not required to attend schools
23 designated in a certain performance grade
24 category; revising the state education goals;
25 anmending s. 229.592, F.S., relating to the
26 i npl erentation of the state system of schoo
27 i mprovenent and education accountability;
28 renovi ng obsol ete provisions; renoving
29 references to the Florida Conmm ssion on
30 Educati on Reform and Accountability; deleting
31 the requirenent that the Conmm ssioner of
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1 Educati on appear before the Legi sl ature;

2 revising duties of the Departnent of Education
3 revising duties of the State Board of

4 Education; revising provisions relating to

5 wai vers from statutes; conform ng

6 cross-references; repealing s. 229.593, F.S.

7 relating to the Florida Comm ssion on Education
8 Ref orm and Accountability; repealing s

9 229.594, F.S., relating to the powers and

10 duties of the comm ssion; anending s. 229.595,
11 F.S., relating to the inplenentation of the

12 state system of educational accountability for
13 school -to-work transition; revising provisions
14 relating to the assessnent of readiness to

15 enter the workforce; renoving a reference to
16 the Florida Comm ssion on Education Reform and
17 Accountability; anmending s. 230.23, F.S.

18 relating to powers and duties of school boards;
19 revising provisions relating to the
20 conpensation and sal ary schedul es of schoo
21 enpl oyees; revising provisions relating to
22 courses of study and other instructional aids
23 to include the term"instructional material s";
24 revi sing school board duties regarding the
25 i mpl erent ati on and enforcenent of schoo
26 i mprovenent and accountability; revising
27 policies regarding public disclosure; requiring
28 school board adoption of certain policies;
29 anending s. 231.29, F.S.; revising the
30 assessnent procedure for school district
31 instructional, adnministrative, and supervisory
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1 personnel ; anending s. 231.2905, F.S.; revising
2 provi sions of the Florida School Recognition

3 Programrelating to financial awards based on

4 enpl oyee performance; revising initial criteria
5 for identification of schools; anending s.

6 232.245, F.S.; relating to pupil progression

7 revising requirenents relating to the provision
8 of renedial instruction; providing requirenents
9 for the use of resources for renedial

10 instruction; requiring the adoption of rules

11 regardi ng pupil progression; elimnating

12 requirenents relating to student acadenic

13 i mprovenent plans; deleting requirenents

14 relating to nandatory renedi al reading

15 i nstruction; anending s. 228.053, F.S.

16 relating to devel opnental research schools;

17 conform ng cross-references; anending s.

18 228.054, F.S., relating to the Joint

19 Devel opnent al Research School Pl anni ng

20 Articul ati on, and Eval uation Conmittee;

21 conformng a cross-reference; anendi ng s.

22 233.17, F.S., relating to the termof adoption
23 of instructional materials; conformng

24 cross-references; anmending s. 236.685, F.S.

25 relating to educational funding accountability;
26 conformng a cross-reference; anendi ng s.

27 20.15, F.S., relating to the creation of the

28 Departnent of Education; renoving a reference
29 to the Florida Comm ssion on Educati on Reform
30 and Accountability; creating s. 236.08104,

31 F.S.; establishing a suppl enental academ c
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1 i nstruction categorical fund; providing

2 findings and intent; providing requirenents for
3 the use of funds; anending s. 236.013, F.S.

4 elimnating certain provisions relating to

5 cal cul ati ons of the equivalent of a full-tine
6 student; revising provisions relating to

7 nmenbership in prograns scheduled for nore than
8 180 days; anending s. 239.101, F.S., relating
9 to career education; conformng

10 cross-references; amending s. 239.229, F.S.

11 relating to vocational standards; conformn ng
12 cross-references; amending s. 240.529, F.S.

13 relating to approval of teacher education

14 prograns; conform ng a cross-reference;

15 reenacting s. 24.121(5)(b), (c), and (d), F.S.
16 relating to the Educational Enhancenent Trust
17 Fund, s. 120.81(1)(b), F.S., relating to tests,
18 test scoring criteria, or testing procedures,
19 s. 228.053(3) and (8), F.S., relating to

20 devel opnental research schools, s.

21 228.056(9)(e) and (f), F.S., relating to

22 charter schools, s. 228.0565(6)(b), (c), and
23 (d), F.S., relating to deregul ated public

24 school s, s. 228.301(1), F.S., relating to test
25 security, s. 229.551(1)(c) and (3), F.S.

26 relating to educational nmanagenent, s.

27 230.03(4), F.S., relating to school district
28 managenent, control, operation, admnistration
29 and supervision, s. 230.2316(4)(b), F.S.

30 relating to dropout prevention, s. 231.085,

31 F.S., relating to duties of principals, s.
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1 231.24(3)(a), F.S., relating to the process for
2 renewal of professional certificates, s.
3 231.36(3)(e) and (f), F.S., relating to
4 contracts with instructional staff,
5 supervisors, and principals, s. 231.600(1),
6 F.S., relating to the School Community
7 Pr of essi onal Devel opnent Act, s. 232.2454(1),
8 F.S., relating to district student performance
9 standards, instrunents, and assessnent
10 procedures, s. 232.246(5)(a) and (b), F.S.
11 relating to general requirenents for high
12 school graduation, s. 232.248, F.S., relating
13 to confidentiality of assessnent instrunents,
14 s. 232.2481(1), F.S., relating to graduation
15 and pronotion requirenents for publicly
16 operated schools, s. 233.09(4), F.S., relating
17 to duties of instructional materials
18 commttees, s. 233.165(1)(b), F.S., relating to
19 the selection of instructional materials, s.
20 233.25(3)(b), F.S., relating to publishers and
21 manuf acturers of instructional materials, s.
22 236.08106(2)(a) and (c), F.S., relating to the
23 Excel | ent Teaching Program s. 239.229(3),
24 F.S., relating to vocational standards, s.
25 240.118(4), F.S., relating to postsecondary
26 feedback of information to high schools, to
27 i ncorporate references; anmending s. 228.041
28 F.S.; redefining the terns "graduation rate"
29 and "dropout rate"; providing effective dates.
30
31
6
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519558%_88nate - 1999 SB 1756
VWHEREAS, the voters of the State of Florida, in the
Novenber 1998 General El ection, anended Article I X, section 1
of the Florida Constitution to state that "Adequate provision
shall be made by law for a uniform efficient, safe, secure
and high quality systemof free public schools that allows
students to obtain a high quality education. . .," and
WHEREAS, a high quality education system nust hold high
academ c expectations for students and nust annual ly neasure
t heir achi evenent, demandi ng as a benchmark goal that students
gain at least a year's worth of know edge in a year, and
WHEREAS, a high quality education system can best
attain that benchmark goal by quickly rewardi ng success and
correcting failure, apprising the public of successes and
failures so that inforned educational decisions can be nade,
and concentrating resources on the academ c progress of
students and the effectiveness of classroomteachers, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 229.0535, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.0535 Authority to enforce school inprovenent.--It
is the intent of the Legislature that all public schools be
hel d accountabl e for ensurithg—that students perforni ng perfoerm
at acceptable levels. A system of school inprovenent and
accountability that assesses student perfornmance by school
identifies schools in which students are not neki ng not
providing adequate progress toward state standards, and
institutes appropriate neasures for enforcing inprovenent, and

7
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1| provides rewards and sanctions based on performance shall be
2| the responsibility of the State Board of Education

3 (1) Pursuant to Art. | X of the State Constitution

4 | prescribing the duty of the State Board of Education to

5| supervise Florida's public school system and notwi thstandi ng
6 | any other statutory provisions to the contrary, the State

7 | Board of Education may shaH—have—the—autherity—+to intervene
8 in the operation of a district school system when in—etases

9 | where one or nore schools in the & school district have failed
10 | to make adequate progress for 2 3—eensecutive school years.

11| The state board may determne that the school district or

12 | andfor school has not taken steps sufficient for te—enstre

13 | that students in the school to be academ cally irA—eguestion—are
14 | well served. Considering recommendati ons of the Comni ssioner
15| of Education, the state board nay +s—attherized—+to recomend
16 | action to a district school board that—s intended to i nprove
17 | ensure—inproved educati onal services to students in each the
18 | | ow perform ng school seheets—i+na—euestionr. Recomendati ons for
19 | actions to be taken in the school district shall be nade only
20 | after thorough consideration of the unique characteristics of
21| a school, which shall also include student nobility rates and
22 | the nunber and type of exceptional students enrolled in the
23 | school. The state board shall adopt by rule steps to followin
24 | this process. Such steps shall provide enstre—that schoo

25| districts have sufficient tine to i nprove student perfornmance
26 | in schools and have—hat the opportunity to present evidence of
27 | assistance and interventions that the school board has

28 | i npl enent ed.

29 (2) The state board is specifically authorized to

30 | recommend one or nore of the followi ng actions to schoo

31| boards to enabl e enstre—that students in | ow perform ng
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schools to be academically are well served by the public

school system

(a) Provide additional resources, change certain
practices, and provide additional assistance if the state
board deternines the causes of inadequate progress to be
related to school district policy or practice;

(b) Inplenent a plan that satisfactorily resolves the
education equity problens in the school

(c) Contract for the educational services of the
school, or reorganize the school at the end of the school year
under a new principal who is authorized to hire new staff and
i mpl erent a plan that addresses the causes of inadequate
progress; or

" " F I . I hool I

hei it I r . hool—of—thei hoi-ce—if

appropriate;—or

(d) ey O her action as—deerred appropriate to inprove
t he school's performance.

(3) In reconmending actions to school boards, the
State Board of Education shall specify the length of tine
available to inpl enent the recommended action. The state
board nay adopt rules to further specify howit nmay respond in
specific circunstances. No action taken by the state board
shall relieve a school fromstate accountability requirenents.

(4) The State Board of Education is authorized to
require the Departnent of Education or Conptroller to wthhold
any transfer of state funds to the school district if, within
the tinmefrane specified in state board action, the schoo
district has failed to conply with the sad action ordered to
improve the district's | owperforning schools. Wthhol ding the

transfer of funds shall occur only after all other reconrended
9
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1| actions for school inprovenent have failed to i nprove the

2 | performance ef—the—seheot. The State Board of Education may

3| invoke the sane penalty to any school board that fails to

4 | develop and inplenent a plan for assistance and intervention

5| for low perform ng schools as specified in s. 230.23(16)(c).

6 Section 2. Section 229.0537, Florida Statutes, is

7| created to read

8 229. 0537 Opportunity Schol arship Program - -

9 (1) FINDI NGS AND I NTENT. --This section represents a

10 | covenant between the state and the citizens of Florida that

11 ) all children will have the opportunity to attend school s that

12 | can neet their educational needs and in which they can gain

13| the know edge and skills required to graduate from hi gh schoo

14 | and be prepared for postsecondary education and the world of

15| work. The Legislature recognizes that the voters of the State

16 | of Florida, in the Novenber 1998 general el ection, anended S.

1711, Art. I X, of the Florida Constitution so as to nake

18 | education a paranount duty of the state. The Legislature finds

19 | that the new constitutional requirenents to provide a high

20| quality education nandate that no student be conpell ed,

21| against the wi shes of the student's parent or guardian, to

22| remain in a school found by the state to be failing for 2

23 | years. It is therefore the intent of the Legislature that

24 | parents and guardi ans be given the opportunity for their

25| children to attend a public school that is performng

26 | satisfactorily; or, if the parent or guardi an so chooses, it

27| is the intent of the Legislature to nake state funds avail abl e

28| in order to apply the equival ent of the public education funds

29 | generated by their child, in accordance with paragraph (6)(a),

30| to the cost of tuition in an eligible private school

31| Eligibility of a private school shall include the control and
10
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1| accountability requirenents which, coupled with the exercise
2| of parental choice, are reasonably necessary to secure the

3 | educational public purpose, as delineated in subsection (4).
4 (2) OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHI P ELIGBILITY.--A public

5| school student's parent or guardi an nay request and receive

6| fromthe state an opportunity scholarship for the child to

7] enroll in and attend a private school in accordance with the
8| provisions of this section if:

9 (a) By assigned school attendance area or by speci al
10 | assignnent, the student has spent the prior school year in

11 | attendance at a public school that has been desi gnated

12 | pursuant to s. 229.57 as perfornance grade category "F,"

13| failing to nmake adequate progress, and that has had two schoo
14 | years of such | ow performance, and the student's attendance
15| occurred during a school year in which such designation was in
16 | effect; or the parent or guardian of a student who has been in
17 | attendance el sewhere in the public school systemor who is

18 | entering kindergarten or first grade has been notified that
19 | the student has been assigned to such school for at |east one
20 | school year;

21 (b) The student is a Florida resident; and

22 (c) The parent or guardi an has obtai ned acceptance for
23 | adni ssion of the student to a private school eligible for the
24 | program pursuant to subsection (4), and has notified the

25 | Departnent of Education and the school district of the request
26 | for an opportunity scholarship no later than July 1 of the

27 | first year in which the student intends to use the

28 | schol ar shi p.

29

30 | For purposes of continuity of educational choice, the

31| opportunity to continue attending the private school shal

11
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remain in force until the student graduates from hi gh school

However, at any tinme upon reasonable notice to the Departnent

of Education and the school district, the student's parent or

guardi an may renove the student fromthe private school and

pl ace the student in a public school, as provided in

subpar agraph (3)(a)2.
(3) SCHOOL DI STRI CT OBLI GATI ONS. - -
(a) A school district shall, for each student enrolled

in or assigned to a school that has been desi gnated as

perfornance grade category "F' for two school years:

1. Tinely notify the parent or guardi an of the student

as soon as such designation is nade of all options avail abl e

pursuant to this section; and

2. Ofer that student's parent or guardi an an

opportunity to enroll the student in the public school within

the district closest to the student's residence that has been

designated by the state pursuant to s. 229.57 as a schoo

perforning higher than that in which the student is currently

enrolled or to which the student has been assi gned, but not

| ess than performance grade category "C." The parent or

guardian is not required to accept this offer in lieu of

requesting a state opportunity scholarship to a private

school. The opportunity to continue attendi ng the higher

perforning public school shall remain in force until the

student graduates from hi gh school

(b) The parent or guardian of a student enrolled in or

assigned to a school that has been desi gnated performance

grade category "F' for two school years may choose as an

alternative to enroll the student in and transport the student

to a higher-perforning public school that has avail abl e space

in an adj acent school district, and that school district shal
12

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1756
11-990B- 99

accept the student and report the student for purposes of the

district's funding pursuant to the Florida Educati on Fi nance

Program

(c) For students in the district who are participating

in the state opportunity scholarship program the district

shal |l provide locations and tines to take all statew de

assessnents required pursuant to s. 229.57.

(d) For students with disabilities who have been

identified and placed in special education programs by the

school district or students who have been screened by a

nmultidisciplinary teamand referred for an evaluation to

determine their eligibility for special education whose

parents or guardi ans have chosen the opportunity schol arship

option, the private school nmay provide, or nay contract with a

private provider or with the school district to provide

speci al education services through an individual educationa

pl an process.

(e) The Legislature creates pilot prograns in the

Duval County, Santa Rosa County, and Sarasota County school

districts to provide schol arshi ps for students who have

disabilities and whose academ c progress in at | east two areas

does not neet expected levels for a given year, as deternined

in the student's individual education plan. In the schoo

districts where the pilot prograns are established, parents of

a child with disabilities who find that their child s progress

in a public school is |ess than adequate, as neasured by |oca

and state assessnents, nmmy apply for an opportunity

schol arshi p, regardl ess of the perfornance grade of the schoo
their child attends.
(f) If for any reason a qualified private school is

not available for the student or if the parent or guardi an
13
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1| chooses to request that the student be enrolled in the higher
2| perform ng public school, rather than choosing to request the
3| state opportunity schol arship, transportation costs to the

4 | higher perfornming public school shall be the responsibility of
5] the school district. The district nmay utilize state

6 | categorical transportation funds or state-appropriated public
7 | school choice incentive funds for this purpose.

8 (4) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY.--To be eligible to

9| participate in the opportunity scholarship program a private
10 | school nust be a Florida private school, may be sectarian or
11 | nonsectari an, and nust:

12 (a) Except for the first year of inplenentation

13| notify the Departnent of Education and the school district in
14 | whose service area the school is located of its intent to

15| participate in the programunder this section by May 1 of the
16 | school year preceding the school year in which it intends to
17 | partici pate. The notice shall specify the grade | evels and

18 | services that the private school has available for the

19 | opportunity schol arshi p program

20 (b) Conply with the antidiscrinination provisions of
21| 42 U.S.C s. 2000d.

22 (c) Meet state and local health and safety | aws and

23 | codes.

24 (d) Deternmine, on an entirely random and

25| religious-neutral basis, which scholarship students to accept;
26 | however, the private school may give preference in accepting
27 | applications to siblings of students who have al ready been

28 | accepted on a random and religi ous-neutral basis.

29 (e) Be subject to instruction, curriculum and

30 | attendance criteria adopted by an appropriate non-public

31
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1| school accrediting body and be satisfactory to the parent or
2 | guardi an as neeting the educati onal needs of the student.

3 (f) Conply with all state statutes relating to private
4 | school s.

5 (g) Accept as full tuition and fees the anpunt

6 | provided by the state for each student.

7 (h) Agree not to conpel any student attending the

8 | private school on an opportunity scholarship to profess a

9| specific ideological belief, to pray, or to worship.

10 (5) OBLI GATI ON OF PROGRAM PARTI CI PATI ON. - -

11 (a) Any student participating in the opportunity

12 | schol arship program nust renmin in attendance throughout the
13 | school year, unless excused by the school for illness or other
14 | good cause, and nust conply fully with the school's code of
15 | conduct .

16 (b) The parent or guardi an of each student

17 | participating in the opportunity schol arshi p program nmust

18 | conply fully with the private school's parental invol venent
19 | requirenents, unless excused by the school for illness or

20 | ot her good cause.

21 (c) The parent or guardian shall ensure that the

22 | student participating in the opportunity schol arshi p program
23| takes all statew de assessnents required pursuant to s.

24 | 229.57. Students participating in the opportunity schol arship
25| program nay take such tests at a location and at a tine

26 | provi ded by the school district.

27 (6) OPPORTUNI TY SCHOLARSH P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

28 (a)1. The maxi num opportunity schol arship granted for
29| an eligible student shall be a cal cul ated anpbunt equivalent to
30| the base student allocation nultiplied by the wei ghted cost
31| factor for the educational program provided for the student in

15
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1756
11-990B- 99

1| the district multiplied by the district cost differential. In
2| addition, the cal cul ated anount shall include the per student
3| share of instructional materials funding, technol ogy funding,
4 | and other categorical funds as provided for this purpose in

5] the General Appropriations Act. The anount of the opportunity
6 | schol arship shall be the cal cul ated anount or the anount of

7| the private school's tuition and fees, whichever is |ess.

8| Fees eligible shall include textbook fees, |ab fees, and other
9| fees related to instruction, including transportation. The
10| district shall report all students who are attending a private
11 | school under this program The students attending private

12 | schools on opportunity schol arshi ps shall be reported

13 | separately fromthose students reported for purposes of the
14 | Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program

15 2. Followi ng annual notification on July 1 of the

16 | nunber of participants, the Departnent of Educati on shal

17 | transfer from each school district's appropriated funds the
18 | cal cul ated anpbunt fromthe Florida Educati on Fi nance Program
19 | and aut hori zed categorical accounts to a separate account for
20| the Opportunity Schol arship Program for quarterly di sbursenent
21| to the parents or guardians of participating students.

22 (b) Upon proper docunentation as specified in state

23| board rule, the Conptroller shall make opportunity schol arship
24 | paynents in four equal anbunts no |later than August 1

25| Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 of each academi c year in
26 | which the opportunity scholarship is in force. The initial

27 | paynent shall be made after verification of adm ssion

28 | acceptance. Subsequent paynents shall be nade upon

29 | verification of continued enroll nent and attendance at the

30| private school. Paynent nust be by individual warrant nade

31| payable to the student's parent or guardi an. The warrant shal

16
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be sent directly to the eligible private school chosen by the

parent or guardi an and the parent or guardi an shal

restrictively endorse the warrant to the private school
(7) LIABILITY.--No liability shall arise on the part
of the state based on any grant or use of an opportunity

schol ar shi p.
(8) RULES.--The State Board of Education nmay adopt
rul es pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the

provisions of this section. Rules shall include penalties for

nonconpl i ance with subsections (3) and (5). However, the

inclusion of eligible private schools within options avail abl e

to Florida public school students does not expand the

regulatory authority of the state, its officers, or any schoo

district to inpose any additional regulation of private

school s beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce

requi renments expressly set forth in this section.
Section 3. Subsection (14) of section 229.512, Florida
Statutes, is anended, present subsections (15) and (16) are

renunbered as subsections (18) and (19), respectively, and new
subsections (15), (16), and (17) are added to that section, to
read:

229.512 Commi ssioner of Education; general powers and
duties.--The Comm ssioner of Education is the chief
educational officer of the state, and has the foll ow ng
general powers and duti es:

(14) To inplenent a program of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability designed to provide all students the

opportunity to make adequate | earning gains in each year of

school as provided by statute and State Board of Education

rul e whieh—s based upon the achi evenent of the state

educati on goals, recognizing the State Board of Education as
17
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1| the body corporate responsible for the supervision of the

2 | system of public education, the school board as responsible
3| for school and student performance, and the individual schoo
4| as the unit for education accountability.:

5 (15) To arrange for the preparation, publication, and
6| distribution of materials relating to the state system of

7 | public education which wiH supply infornation concerning

8 | needs, problens, plans, and possibilities.:

9 (16) To prepare and publish annually reports giving

10 | statistics and other useful infornmation pertaining to the

11 | state system of public education.;—and

12 (17) To have printed copies of school |aws, forns,

13 | instrunents, instructions, and regul ations of the State Board
14 | of Education and te provide for their the distribution ef—the
15 | sanre.

16 Section 4. Section 229.555, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 229. 555 Educational planning and information

19 | systens. - -

20 (1) EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG - -

21 (a) The commissioner shall be responsible for al

22 | planning functions for the departnent, including collection
23| analysis, and interpretation of all data, information, test
24 | results, evaluations, and other indicators that are used to
25| formulate policy, identify areas of concern and need, and

26 | serve as the basis for short-range and | ong-range pl anni ng.
27 | Such planning shall include assenbling data, conducting

28 | appropriate studies and surveys, and sponsoring research and
29 | devel opnent activities designed to provide information about
30 | educational needs and the effect of alternative educationa
31| practices.

18
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1 (b) Each district school board shall maintain a

2 | continuing system of planni ng and budgeti ng whieh—shat—be

3| designed to aid in identifying and neeting the educationa

4 | needs of students and the public. Provision shall be nade for
5| coordi nati on between district school boards and community

6| college district boards of trustees concerning the planning

7| for vocational and adult educational prograns. The major

8 | enphasi s of the systemshall be upon locally determ ned goals
9 | and objectives, the state plan for education, and the Sunshine
10 | St at e mnArrum-perforfrance St andards devel oped by the

11 | Departnent of Education and adopted by the State Board of

12 | Education. The district planning and budgeti ng system nust

13 | i ncl ude consi deration of student achi evenent data obtai ned

14 | pursuant to s. 229.57. The systemshall be structured to neet
15| the specific managenent needs of the district and to align—
16 | Fhe—systemof-ptanningandbudgeting—shaH—ensure—that t he

17 | budget adopted by the district school board with refteet the
18 | plan the board has al so adopted. Each district school board
19 | shall utilize its system of planning and budgeting to
20 | enphasi ze a system of school -based nanagenent in which
21| i ndividual school centers becone the principal planning units
22 | and eventdatty to integrate planning and budgeting at the
23| school |evel.
24 (2) COWPREHENSI VE MANAGEMENT | NFORVATI ON SYSTEMS. - - The
25 | conmi ssioner shall devel op and inplenent an integrated
26 | informati on system for educational managenent. The system nust
27 | be designed to collect, via electronic transfer, all student
28 | and school performance data required to ascertain the degree
29 | to which schools and school districts are neeting state
30 | performance standards, and nust be capabl e of produci ng data
31| for a conprehensive annual report on school and district

19
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perfornmance. |In addition,the systemshall support, as

feasi bl e, the managenent decisions to be nade in each division
of the department and at the individual school and district
levels. Sinmilar data el enents anong divisions and | evels
shal | be conpatible. The system shall be based on an overal
conceptual design; the information needed for such deci sions,
including fiscal, student, program personnel, facility,
communi ty, evaluation, and other relevant data; and the
relationship between cost and effectiveness. The system shal
be managed and adnini stered by the conmi ssioner and shal
include a district subsystem conponent to be adm nistered at
the district level, with input fromthe reports-and-forns
control managenent committees. Each district school system
with a uni que managenent information system shall assure that
conpatibility exists between its unique systemand the

di strict conponent of the state system so toe—the—extent that
all data required as input to the state systemis shat—be
made available via electronic transfer and in the appropriate

i nput format.

(a) The specific responsibilities of the conmm ssioner
shal | incl ude:

1. Consulting with school district representatives in
t he devel opnent of the system design nodel and inplenentation
pl ans for the managenent information systemfor public schoo
educati on managenent;

2. Providing operational definitions for the proposed
system

3. Determining the information and specific data
el enments required for the nanagenent decisions nade at each
educational level, recognizing that the primary unit for
information input is shalHH—be the individual school and

20
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1| recognizing that tine and effort of instructional personne

2 | expended in collection and conpilation of data should be

3| mnimzed;

4 4. Devel opi ng standardi zed term nol ogy and procedures
5]to be followed at all levels of the system

6 5. Developing a standard transnmittal fornmat to be used
7| for collection of data fromthe various |evels of the system
8 6. Devel opi ng appropriate conputer prograns to assure
9] integration of the various information conponents dealing with
10 | students, personnel, facilities, fiscal, program conmunity,
11 | and eval uati on dat a;

12 7. Devel oping the necessary prograns to provide

13 | statistical analysis of the integrated data provided in

14 | subparagraph 6. in such a way that required reports nay be

15 | di sseni nated, conparisons may be nmade, and rel ati onshi ps may
16 | be deternined in order to provide the necessary information
17 | for naki ng managenent decisions at all |evels;

18 8. Devel oping output report formats which will provide
19 | district school systens with information for maki ng nanagenent
20 | deci sions at the various educati onal |evels;

21 9. Devel oping a phased plan for distributing conmputer
22 | services equitably anong all public schools and schoo

23 | districts in the this state as rapidly as possible. The plan
24 | shall describe alternatives available to the state in

25 | provi ding such conputing services and shall contain estinates
26 | of the cost of each alternative, together with a

27 | recommendation for action. In developing the stueh plan, the
28 | feasibility of shared use of conputing hardware and software
29 | by school districts, community coll eges, and universities

30| shall be exanined. Laws or administrative rules regulating
31| procurenent of data processing equi pnment, comunication

21
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services, or data processing services by state agencies shal
not be construed to apply to | ocal agencies which share
conputing facilities with state agenci es;

10. Assisting the district school systens in
establ i shing their subsystem conponents and assuring
conpatibility with current district systens;

11. Establishing procedures for continuous eval uation
of systemefficiency and effectiveness;

12. Initiating a reports-nmnagenent and
f or ns- managenent systemto ascertain that duplication in
coll ection of data does not exist and that forns and reports
for reporting under state and federal requirenents and other
forns and reports are prepared in a |ogical and unconplicated
format, resulting in a reduction in the nunber and conplexity
of required reports, particularly at the school |evel; and

13. Initiating such other actions as are necessary to
carry out the intent of the Legislature that a nanagenent
i nformati on system for public school nmanagenent needs be
i mpl emrented. Such other actions shall be based on criteria
including, but not limted to:

a. The purpose of the reporting requirenent;
b. The origination of the reporting requirenent;
c. The date of origin of the reporting requirenent;

and
d. The date of repeal of the reporting requirenent.
(b) The specific responsibilities of each district
school system shall include:

1. Establishing, at the district level, a
reports-control and forns-control managenent system conmittee
conposed of school administrators and classroomteachers. The
di strict school board shall appoint school adninistrator

22
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menbers and cl assroom t eacher nenbers; or, in school districts
where appropriate, the classroomteacher nenbers shall be
appoi nted by the bargai ning agent. Teachers shall constitute a
majority of the committee nenbership. The committee shal
periodically recommend procedures to the district school board
for elinmnating, reducing, revising, and consolidating
paperwork and data collection requirenents and shall subnit to
the district school board an annual report of its findings.

2. Wth assistance fromthe conmm ssioner, devel oping
systens conpatibility between the state managenent information
system and uni que | ocal systens.

3. Providing, with the assistance of the departnent,
inservice training dealing with managenent information system
pur poses and scope, a nethod of transmitting input data, and
the use of output report infornmation

4. Establishing a plan for continuous review and
eval uation of | ocal nanagenent information system needs and
procedures.

5. Advising the commissioner of all district
managenent i nfornmati on needs.

6. Transmitting required data input elenents to the
appropriate processing locations in accordance wi th guidelines
establ i shed by the comi ssi oner

7. Determining required reports, conparisons, and
relationships to be provided to district school systems by the
system out put reports, continuously review ng these reports
for useful ness and neani ngf ul ness, and subnmitting recomended
addi tions, deletions, and change requirenents in accordance
with the guidelines established by the comi ssioner.

8. Being responsible for the accuracy of all data
el enments transnmtted to the departnent.

23
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1 (c) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

2| expertise in the state systemof public education, as well as
3| contracted services, be utilized to hasten the plan for ful

4 | inplenentation of a conprehensi ve managenent i nfornmation

51 system

6 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 229.565, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 229.565 Educational eval uation procedures. --

9 (1) STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. - -

10 (a) The State Board of Education shall approve student
11 | performance standards in key acadeni c subject areas and the
12 | vart+ous—program—categories—antd—chronotogical grade | evels

13 | whieh—the—Conm-ssioner—of—Educat-on—desighnates—as—necessary
14 | fer—raintaining—a good——eduecattonal—system The standards nust
15| apply, without limtation, to |language arts, mathematics,

16 | science, social studies, the arts, health and physica

17 | education, foreign | anguage, reading, witing, history,

18 | gover nnent, geography, econonics, and conputer literacy. The
19 | conmi ssioner shall obtain opinions and advice fromcitizens,
20 | educators, and nenbers of the business conmunity in devel opi ng
21 | the standards. For purposes of this section, the term "student
22 | performance standard" neans a statenent describing a skill or
23 | conpetency students are expected to |learn

24 (b) The student performance standards nust address the
25| skills and conpetencies that a student nust learn in order to
26 | graduate from hi gh school. The conmi ssioner shall also devel op
27 | performance standards for students who | earn a higher |evel of
28 | skills and conpet enci es.

29 Section 6. Section 229.57, Florida Statutes, 1998

30 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

31 229.57 Student assessnent program --

24
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1 (1) PURPCSE. --The prinmary purposes ptarpese of the

2 | statewi de assessment programare s to provide information

3 | needed to inprove for—the—+nproverent—of the public schools by
4 | maxinizing the learning gains of all students and to i nform
5| parents of the educational progress of their public schoo

6| children. The program nust be designed to:

7 (a) Assess the annual |earning gains of each student
8 | toward achi eving the Sunshi ne State Standards appropriate for
9| the student's grade |evel.

10 (b) Provide data for making decisions regardi ng schoo
11 | accountability and recognition

12 (c)ta)y ldentify the educational strengths and needs of
13 | students and the readi ness of students to be pronpted to the
14 | next grade level or to graduate from high school with a

15 | standard hi gh school dipl ona.

16 (d) tb) Assess how wel | educational goals and

17 | performance standards are net at the school, district, and
18 | state | evels.

19 (e)fte)y Provide information to aid in the eval uation

20 | and devel oprment of educational prograns and policies.

21 (f) Provide information on the performance of Florida
22 | students conpared with others across the United States.

23 (2) NATI ONAL EDUCATI ON COVPARI SONS. --1t is Florida's
24 | intent to participate in the neasurenent of nationa

25 | educational goals set by the President and governors of the
26 | United States. The Commi ssioner of Education is directed to
27 | provide for school districts to participate in the

28 | adnministration of the National Assessnent of Educationa

29 | Progress, or a simlar national assessnment program both for
30| the national sanple and for any state-by-state conparison

31| prograns which may be initiated. Such assessnents nust be

25
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conducted using the data collection procedures, the student
surveys, the educator surveys, and other instrunents included
in the National Assessnent of Educational Progress or a
simlar program The results of these assessnents shall be
included in the annual report of the Conmi ssioner of Education
specified in this section. The adm nistration of the Nationa
Assessnent of Educational Progress or a sinilar program shal
be enbedded i nt o rh—addi-ti-on—to—and—separate—fromthe
atni-stration—of the statew de assessnent program etherwi-se
deseribed—in—thi-s—section.

(3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner
shal | +s—direeted—to design and i nplenent a statew de program
of educational assessnent that provides information for the

i mprovenent of the operation and nanagenent of the public

school s. Fheprogramnust—be—designeth—as—Far—as—possibte——so

Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conmi ssioner
shal | :

(a) Subnit to the state board a |ist that specifies
student skills and conpetencies to which the goals for
education specified in the state plan apply, including, but
not limted to, reading, witing, and mathematics. The skills
and conpet enci es nust include problemsol ving and hi gher-order
skills as appropriate and shall be known as the Sunshine State

St andards. The commi ssioner shall select such skills and
conpet enci es after receiving recommendati ons from educators,
citizens, and nenbers of the business community. The
conmi ssi oner shall subnit to the state board revisions to the
list of student skills and conpetencies in order to naintain

26
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1| continuous progress toward i nprovenents in student

2 | proficiency.

3 (b) Develop and inplenent a uniform system of

4| indicators to describe the performance of public schoo

5| students and the characteristics of the public schoo

6| districts and the public schools. These indicators nust
7]include, without limtation, infornmation gathered by the

8 | conprehensi ve managenent information system created pursuant

9| to s. 229.555 and student achi evenent information obtained

10 | pursuant to this section

11 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent

12 | testing program as part of the statew de assessnent program
13| to be adnministered annually in grades 3 through 10 at

14 | desi-gnated—tirmes—at—the—etenrentary,—nddle,—and—high—sechoot

15 | tevets to neasure reading, witing, and mathematics. The

16 | testing program nust be designed so that:

17 1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
18 | adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
19 | tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in

20| reading, witing, and mathematics. Oher content areas nay be
21| included as directed by the conm ssioner. The conmi ssioner

22 | shall provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as

23 | appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with

24 | private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,

25 | postsecondary institutions, or school districts. The

26 | conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
27 | inplenentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
28 | the public.

29 2. The tests are a conbination of normreferenced and
30| criterion-referenced and include, to the extent determ ned by
31| the conmmi ssioner, itens that require the student to produce

27
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information or performtasks in such a way that the skills and
conpet enci es he or she uses can be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,
m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.
5. Except as provided in subparagraph 6.,all 11th

grade students take a high school conpetency test devel oped by
the state board to test mninum student performance skills and
conpetencies in reading, witing, and mathematics. The test
nmust be based on the skills and conpetenci es adopted by the
state board pursuant to paragraph (a). Upon recommendati on of
the commi ssioner, the state board shall designate a passing
score for each part of the high school conpetency test. In
establ i shing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possi bl e negative inpact of the test on minority students.
The commi ssioner may establish criteria whereby a student who
successfully denonstrates proficiency in either reading or

mat hematics or both may be exenpted fromtaking the
correspondi ng section of the high school conpetency test or
the coll ege placenent test. A student nust earn a passing
score or have been exenpted from each part of the high schoo
conpetency test in order to qualify for a regular high schoo
di pl oma. The school districts shall provide appropriate
renedi al instruction to students who do not pass part of the
conpet ency test.

28
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6. The conmm ssioner shall recommend and the state

board shall adopt a date to discontinue the high schoo

conpetency test and set a passing score on the new test for

pur poses of high school graduation at such tinme as the Florida

Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test is fully inplenented.

7.6 Participation in the testing programis mandatory
for all students, except as otherw se prescribed by the
conmi ssioner. The commi ssioner shall recommend rules to the
state board for the provision of test adaptations and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency.

8. 7~ A student seeking an adult high school diploma
nmust nmeet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high
school student nust neet.

The commi ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state.

(d) Obtain or develop a career planning assessment to
be admi nistered to students, at their option, in grades 7 and
10 to assist themin preparing for further education or
entering the workforce. The statew de student assessnent
program nust include career planning assessnent.

(e) Conduct ongoing research to devel op i nproved
net hods of assessing student perfornmance, including, wthout
limtation, the use of technology to adm nister tests, the use
of electronic transfer of data, the devel opnent of
wor k- product assessnents, and the devel opnent of process
assessnents.

29
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1 (f) Conduct ongoi ng research and anal ysis of student

2 | achi evenent data, including, without limtation, nonitoring

3| trends in student achievenent, identifying school prograns

4 | that are successful, and anal yzing correl ates of schoo

5| achi evenent .

6 (g) Provide technical assistance to school districts
7]1in the inplenmentation of state and district testing prograns

8 | and the use of the data produced pursuant to such prograns.

9 (4) DI STRICT TESTI NG PROGRAMS. - - Each district shal

10 | periodically assess student perfornmance and achi evenrent within
11 | each school of the district. The assessnent prograns nust be
12 | based upon | ocal goals and objectives that are conpatible with
13| the state plan for education and that supplenent the skills

14 | and conpetenci es adopted by the State Board of Education. Al
15| school districts nust participate in the state assessnment

16 | program desi gned to neasure annual student |earning and schoo
17 | perfornmance. Al school districts shall report assessnent

18 | results as required by the nanagenent information system +a

25 | necessary—

26 (5) SCHOOL TESTI NG PROGRAMS. - - Each public school,

27 | unl ess specifically exenpted by state board rule based on

28 | serving a specialized popul ati on for which standardi zed

29 | testing is not appropriate, shall participate in the state

30 | assessnent program Student performance data shall be anal yzed
31| and reported to parents, the community, and the state. Student

30
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perfornmance data shall be used in devel opi ng objectives of the

school inprovenent plan, evaluation of instructiona

personnel, eval uation of adm nistrative personnel, assignnment

of staff, allocation of resources, acquisition of

instructional materials and technol ogy, perfornmance-based

budgeti ng, and pronotion and assi gnnent of students into

educati onal prograns atrhtster-ngan—achieverenrt—test—

I e hool e . hehid hool
test;—shatt—prepare—an—anatysis—of ther+resuttant—data—-after
each—atdmni-strat+on. The anal ysis of student perfornance data
al so nust identify strengths and needs in the educationa

program and trends over tinme. The analysis nust be used in
conjunction with the budgetary pl anni ng processes devel oped
pursuant to s. 229.555 and the devel opnent of the prograns of
renmedi ation described in s. 233.051

(6) ANNUAL REPCRTS. - -The comm ssioner shall prepare
annual reports of the results of the statew de assessnent
program whi ch descri be student achievenent in the state, each
district, and each school. The conm ssioner shall prescribe
t he design and content of these reports which nmust include,
wi thout limtation, descriptions of the performance of all
school s participating in the assessnent programand all of

their maj or student popul ations as determ ned by the

Commi ssi oner of Education, and nust also include the nedi an

scores of all eligible students who scored at or in the | ownest

25th percentile of the state in the previous school year

stugdents—at—both—towtevels—and—exenptary—tevets—as—weH—as
I : : I . . I el

of—the—test—poputatioen. Until such tinme as annual assessnents

prescribed in this section are fully inpl enented, annua
31
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reports shall include student perfornmance data based on

exi sting assessnents.
(7) SCHOOL PERFORVANCE GRADE CATEGORI ES. - - Begi nni ng
with the 1998-1999 school year's student and school

perfornance data, the annual report shall identify schools as

being in one of the foll owing grade categories defined

according to rules of the state board:

(a) "A " schools making excellent progress.

(b) "B," schools making above average progress.

(c) "C " schools making satisfactory progress.

(d) "D " schools making | ess than satisfactory

pr ogr ess.
(e) "F," schools failing to nake adequate progress.
(8) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORVANCE GRADE

CATEGORI ES. - - School performance grade category designations

item zed in subsection (7) shall be based on the foll ow ng

(a) Tinmefranes.--

1. School performance grade category designations

shal | be based on one school year of perfornance.
2. In school years 1998-1999 and 1999- 2000, a school's
perfornance grade category designation shall be determ ned by

t he student achi evenent | evels on the FCAT, and on ot her

appropriate perfornance data, including, but not limted to,

attendance, dropout rate, school discipline data, and student

readi ness for college, in accordance with state board rule.

3. Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, a

school's performance grade category designation shall be based

on a conbi nati on of student achi evenent scores, on the degree

of neasured | earning gains of the students, and on other

appropriate perfornance data, including, but not limted to,
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1| attendance, dropout rate, school discipline data, cohort

2| graduation rate, and student readi ness for coll ege.

3 4. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year and

4 | thereafter, a school's perfornance grade category designation
5] shall be based on student |earning gains as neasured by annua
6 | assessnents in grades 3 through 10, and on other appropriate

7 | performance data, including, but not linmted to, attendance,

8 | dropout rate, school discipline data, and student readi ness

9| for coll ege.

10

11 | For the purpose of inplenenting ss. 229.0535 and 229. 0537,

12 | each school identified as critically |ow perform ng based on
13 | both 1996-1997 and 1997-1998 school performance data and state
14 | board-adopted criteria, and that receives a perfornance grade
15| category designation of "F' based on 1998-1999 schoo

16 | perfornmance data pursuant to this section, shall be considered
17 ) as having failed to make adequate progress for 2 years. A

18 | other schools that receive a perfornmance grade category

19 | designation of "F" based on 1998-1999 school performance data
20 | shall be considered as having failed to nmake adequate progress
21| for 1 year.

22 (b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data
23 | used in determning school perfornmance grade categories shal
24 | i ncl ude:

25 1. The nedian scores of all eligible students enrolled
26 | in the school

27 2. The nedian scores of all eligible students enrolled
28 | in the school who have scored at or in the | owest 25th

29 | percentile of the state in the previous school year

30

31
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The state board shall adopt appropriate criteria for each

school performance grade category so as to ensure that schoo

perfornance grade category designations reflect each school's

accountability for the learning of all students in the school

The criteria nust al so give added wei ght to student

achi evenent in reading. Schools designated as performance

grade category "C " nmking satisfactory progress, shall be

required to denpnstrate that adequate progress has been nade

by the lowest quartile of students in the school as well as by

the overall popul ation of students in the school
(9) SCHOO | MPROVEMENT RATI NGS. --Begi nning with the
1999- 2000 school year's student and school performance data,

the annual report shall identify each school's perfornmance as

havi ng i nproved, renmmi ned the sanme, or declined. This schoo

i mprovenent rating shall be based on a conparison of the

current year's and previous year's student and schoo

perfornmance data. Schools that inprove at | east one

perfornance grade category are eligible for school recognition

awards pursuant to s. 231.2905.

(10) SCHOO PERFORMANCE GRADE CATEGORY AND | MPROVEMENT
RATI NG REPORTS. - - School performance grade category
desi gnati ons and i nprovenent ratings shall apply to each

school's performance for the year in which performance is

neasured. Each school's designation and rating shall be

publ i shed annually by the Departnment of Education and the

school district. Parents and guardi ans shall be entitled to an

easy-to-read report card about the designation and rating of

the school in which their child is enrolled.
(11) STATEW DE ASSESSMENTS. - - The Depart nent of
Education is authorized, subject to appropriation, to

negotiate a nulti-year contract for the devel opnent, field
34
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testing, and inpl enentation of annual assessnents of students

in grades 3 through 10. Such assessnents nust conply with the

following criteria:

(a) Assessnents for each grade |level shall be capabl e

of neasuring each student's nastery of the Sunshine State

Standards for that grade |evel and above.

(b) Assessnents shall be capable of neasuring the

annual progress each student nakes in mastering the Sunshine
St at e St andards.
(c) Assessnents shall include neasures in reading and

mat hematics in each grade |l evel and nust include witing in
grades 4, 8, and 10.
(d) Assessnents shall include a normreferenced

subtest that allows for conparisons of Florida students with

the performance of students nationally.

(e) The annual testing programshall be admi nistered

to provide for valid statew de conpari sons of |earning gains

to be made for purposes of accountability and recognition

Annual assessnents that do not contain perfornmance itens shal

be administered no earlier than March of each school year

with results being returned to schools prior to the end of the

academ c year. Subtests that contain performance itens nmay be

given earlier than March, provided that the renmi ni ng subtests

are sufficient to provide valid data on conpari sons of student

learning fromyear to year. The tine of administration shal

be aligned such that a conparabl e anbunt of instructional tine

is nmeasured in all school districts. District school boards

shal |l not establish school cal endars that jeopardize or linmt

the valid testing and conparison of student |earning gains.

(f) Assessnents shall be inplenented statew de no

| ater than the spring of the 2000-2001 school year
35
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1 (12) LOCAl ASSESSMENTS. - - Measurenent of the | earning

2| gains of students in all subjects other than subjects required

3| for the state assessnent programis the responsibility of the

4 | school districts.

5 (13) 7 APPLI CABI LI TY OF TESTI NG STANDARDS. - - A st udent

6 | nust neet the testing requirenents for high school graduation

7| which were in effect at the tine the student entered 9th

8 | grade, provided the student's enroll nment was continuous.

9 (14) {8y RULES.--The State Board of Education shal

10 | adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 as—necessary

11| to inplenent the provisions of this section.

12 Section 7. Section 229.58, Florida Statutes, 1998

13 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

14 229.58 District and school advisory councils.--

15 (1) ESTABLI SHVENT. - -

16 (a) The school board shall establish an advisory

17 | council for each school in the district, and shall devel op

18 | procedures for the election and appoi nt nent of advisory

19 | council| nenbers. Each school advisory council shall include in

20| its nanme the words "school advisory council." The schoo

21 | advisory council shall be the sole body responsible for fina

22 | deci sionnmaking at the school relating to inplenentation of the

23 | provisions of ss. 229.591, 229.592, and 230.23(16). A mjority

24 | of the nenbers of each school advisory council nust be persons

25| who are not enployed by the school. Each advi sory counci

26 | shall be conposed of the principal and an appropriately

27 | bal anced nunber of teachers, education support enpl oyees,

28 | students, parents, and other business and community citizens

29 | who are representative of the ethnic, racial, and economc

30 | coomunity served by the school. Vocational-technical center

31| and hi gh school advisory councils shall include students, and
36
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1| middle and junior high school advisory councils may include

2 | students. School advisory councils of vocational-technica

3| and adult education centers are not required to include

4 | parents as nenbers. Council nenbers representing teachers,

5| educati on support enpl oyees, students, and parents shall be

6| elected by their respective peer groups at the school in a

7| fair and equitable manner as foll ows:

8 1. Teachers shall be elected by teachers.

9 2. Education support enpl oyees shall be el ected by

10 | educati on support enpl oyees.

11 3. Students shall be elected by students.

12 4. Parents shall be el ected by parents.

13

14 | The school board shall establish procedures for use by schools
15 ] in selecting business and community nmenbers. Such procedures
16 | shall include neans of ensuring w de notice of vacancies and
17 | for taking input on possible nenbers fromlocal business,

18 | chanbers of commerce, community and civic organi zati ons and
19 | groups, and the public at large. The school board shall review
20 | the nmenbership conposition of each advisory council. Should
21| the school board determ ne that the nmenbership el ected by the
22 | school is not representative of the ethnic, racial, and

23 | economi ¢ comunity served by the school, the board shal

24 | appoi nt additional nenbers to achieve proper representation
25| The Conmi ssioner of Herida—Comri-ssien—on Educati on Referm-and
26 | Aceountabirtty shall serve—as—at+reviewbody—to deternine if
27 | school s have maxim zed their efforts to include on their

28 | advisory councils nminority persons and persons of | ower

29 | soci oecononi ¢ status. Although schools should be strongly

30 | encouraged to establish school advisory councils, any schoo
31| district that has a student popul ation of 10,000 or fewer nay
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1| establish a district advisory council which shall include at
2| least one duly elected teacher fromeach school in the
3| district. For the purposes of school advisory councils and
4| district advisory councils, the term"teacher" shall include
5| classroomteachers, certified student services personnel, and
6 | nedi a specialists. For purposes of this paragraph, "education
7 | support enpl oyee" neans any person enpl oyed by a school who is
8 | not defined as instructional or adm nistrative personne
9| pursuant to s. 228.041 and whose duties require 20 or nore
10 | hours in each normal working week.
11 (b) The school board may establish a district advisory
12 | council representative of the district and conposed of
13 | teachers, students, parents, and other citizens or a district
14 | advi sory council which nmay be conprised of representatives of
15| each school advisory council. Recognized school wi de support
16 | groups which neet all criteria established by |aw or rule nay
17 | function as school advisory councils.
18 (2) DUTIES. --Each advisory council shall perform such
19 | functions as are prescribed by regulations of the schoo
20 | board; however, no advisory council shall have any of the
21 | powers and duties now reserved by law to the school board.
22 | Each school advisory council shall assist in the preparation
23 | and eval uation of the school inprovenent plan required
24 | pursuant to s. 230.23(16). By the 1999-2000 academni c year
25| with technical assistance fromthe Departnent of Education
26 | each school advisory council shall assist in the preparation
27 | of the school's annual budget and plan as required by s.
28 | 229.555(1). A portion of funds provided in the annual Genera
29 | Appropriations Act for use by school advisory councils nust be
30 | used for inplenenting the school inprovenent plan
31
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(3) Beginning in the 1999-2000 school year, each

school designated in performance grade category "A " naking

excel l ent progress, or as having inproved at |east two

perfornance grade categories, shall have greater authority

over the allocation of the school's total budget generated

fromthe FEFP, state categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and

| ocal funds, as specified in state board rul e.
Section 8. Section 229.591, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

229.591 Conprehensive revision of Florida's system of
school inprovenent and educati on accountability.--

(1) I NTENT. --The Legislature recogni zes that the
children and youth of the state are its future and its nost
precious resource. To provide these developing citizens with
t he sound educati on needed to grow to a satisfying and
productive adul thood, the Legislature intends that,—by—the
year—20606,-Fl ori da establish a system of school i nprovenent
and education accountability based on the performance of
students and educational progranms. The intent of the
Legislature is to provide clear guidelines for achieving this
purpose and for returning the responsibility for education to
t hose closest to the students, their that—s—the schools,
teachers, and parents. The Legislature recogni zes, however,
its ultinate responsibility and that of the Governor, the
Commi ssi oner of Education, and the State Board of Educati on
and other state policynaking bodies in providing the strong
| eadershi p needed to forge a new concept of school inprovenent
and i n nmaki ng adequate provision by | aw provistens for a

uniform efficient, safe, secure, and high-quality system of

free public schools as required by s. 1, Art. | X of the State
Constitution. It is further the intent of the Legislature to
39
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buil d upon the foundation established by the Educationa
Accountability Act of 1976 and to inplenent a program of
educati on accountability and school inprovenent based upon the
achi evenent of state goals, recognizing the State Board of
Education as the body corporate responsible for the

supervi sion of the system of public education, the district
school board as responsible for school and student

perfornmance, and the individual school as the unit for
educati on accountability.

(2) REQUI REMENTS. --Florida's systemfor schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability shall

(a) Establish state and | ocal educational goals.

(b) Increase the use of educational outcones over
educati onal processes in assessing educational prograns.

(c) Redirect state fiscal and hunman resources to
assi st school districts and schools to neet state and | oca
goal s for student success in school and in later life.

(d) Provide nethods for neasuring, and public
reporting of, state, school district, and individual schoo
progress toward the education goals.

(e) Recognize successful schools.

(f) Provide for Ensure—that unsuccessful schools to
recei ve are—provided assi stance and intervention sufficient to
attai n adequat e stueh—that i nprovenent ecetutsrand provi de
further—ensure—that action that should occur when schools do
not i nprove.

(g) Provide that parents or guardians are not required

to send their children to schools that have been designated in

perfornance grade category "F," failing to nmake adequate

progress, as defined in state board rule, for tw schoo

years.
40
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(3) EDUCATI ON GOALS. --The state as a whol e shall work
toward the foll owi ng goal s:

(a) Readiness to start school.--Conmunities and
school s coll aborate in a statew de conprehensi ve schoo

readi ness programto prepare children and fanmilies for

children's success in school

(b) Graduation rate and readi ness for postsecondary
educati on and enpl oynent. --Students graduate and are prepared
to enter the workforce and postsecondary education

(c) Student performance. --Students nmake annua
| earning gains sufficient to acquire the know edge, skills,

and conpetenci es needed to naster state standards,

successfully conpete at the highest |levels nationally and
internationally, and be are prepared to make wel | -reasoned,
t houghtful, and healthy I|ifel ong deci sions.

(d) Learning environnent.--School boards provide a
| earni ng envi ronnment conducive to teaching and learning, in

whi ch education prograns are based on student perfornmance

data, and which strive to elininate achi evenent gaps by

i mproving the learning of all students.

(e) School safety and environmnent.--Conmmunities and
school s provide an environnent that is drug-free and protects
students' health, safety, and civil rights.

(f) Teachers and staff.--The schools, district, al
post secondary institutions, and state work collaboratively to

provi de enstte professional teachers and staff who possess the

conpet enci es and denonstrate the perfornance needed to

nmaxi ni ze | earning anong all students.

(g) Adult literacy.--Adult Floridians are literate and
have the know edge and skills needed to conpete in a gl oba

41

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O M W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1756
11-990B- 99

econony, prepare their children for success in school, and

exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

(h) Parental involvenent.--Comunities, school boards,
and school s provide opportunities for involving parents and
guardi ans as active partners in achi eving school inprovenent
and education accountability. Fhe—State Board—of—Education

shatH—adopt—standards—for—indi-catingprogress—toward—thi-s
state—edducati-on—goal—by Janvary—1,—1997-

Section 9. Section 229.592, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

229.592 Inmplenentation of state system of schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability.--

(1) DEVELOPMENT.--1t is the intent of the Legislature
that every public school in the state shall have a schoo
i mprovenent plan, as required by s. 230.23(16), fully
i mpl erent ed and oper ati onal by—thebegraning—of—the—1993-199%4
sehoeot—year. Vocational standards considered pursuant to s.
239. 229 shall be incorporated into the school inprovenent plan
for each area technical center operated by a school board by

the—1994-—1995schoot—year, and area technical centers shal

prepare school report cards incorporating such standards,

pursuant to s. 230.23(16)—for—the—1995-1996-—schoot—year. In
order to acconplish this, the Commi ssi oner of Herida

Conmi-sstof—on Educat i on Refermant—AccountabiHty and the

school districts and schools shall carry out the duties
assigned to them by s.s5—229-59%—-and 230. 23(16) -
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7 (2) 3 COW SSI ONER. - - The conmi ssioner shall be

8 | responsible for inplenenting and nai ntai ning a system of

9| intensive school inprovenent and stringent education

10 | accountability, which shall include policies and prograns to-—
11 {a)—Based—oen—therecommentdations—of—TheFtorida

12 . I . : I bty

13 -5Si i mpl enent the follow ng

14 | prograns—and—procetures:

15 (a) - A systemof data collection and analysis that

16 | will inprove information about the educational success of

17 | i ndi vidual students and schools. The information and anal yses
18 | nust be capabl e of identifying educational prograns or

19 | activities in need of inprovenent, and reports prepared

20 | pursuant to this paragraph subparagraph shall be distributed
21| to the appropriate school boards prior to distribution to the
22 | general public. This provision shall not preclude access to
23 | public records as provided in chapter 119.

24 (b) 2+~ A program of school inprovenent that wl |

25| analyze information to identify schools, educational prograns,
26 | or educational activities in need of inprovenent.

27 (c)3~ A nethod of delivering services to assist schoo
28 | districts and schools to inprove.

29 (d)4—- A nethod of coordinating with the state

30 | educational goals and school inprovenent plans any other state
31| programthat creates incentives for school inprovenent.
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(3) tb)y The conmi ssi oner shall be held responsible for
the i npl enentati on and mai nt enance of the system of schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability outlined in this
section stubseetion. There shall be an annual determ nation of
whet her adequate progress is being made toward inpl enenting
and mai ntai ning a system of school inprovenent and education
accountability.
(4) tey The annual feedback report shall be devel oped
by the eemmsstoen—and—the Departnment of Education
(5) td)y The conmi ssi oner and—the—eommssien shal
revi ew each school board's feedback report and submt its
findings to the State Board of Education. |f adequate
progress is not being made toward inplenenting and mai ntaining
a system of school inprovenent and education accountability,
the State Board of Education shall direct the comm ssioner to
prepare and i nplenent a corrective action plan. The
conmi ssioner and State Board of Education shall nonitor the
devel opnent and inplenentation of the corrective action plan.
( 6) fey—As—co-chai+r—of theHorida—Conrmi-sston—on
Edueation—Reformantd—Aeccountabity— The comi ssi oner shal
bet I . . ey Lol
afftat-y—n—Cctober—to report to the Legislature and reconrend

changes in state policy necessary to foster school inprovenent

and education accountability. Fhe—report—shatt—refHtect—the

ant—Aecountabi-H-ty—I ncluded in the report shall be a |list of

the school s for which school boards have devel oped assi stance
and intervention plans and an anal ysis of the various
strategi es used by the school boards. School reports shall be
di stributed pursuant to this paragraph and s. 230.23(16)(e)
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according to guidelines adopted by the State Board of

Educati on.
(7) (4 DEPARTMENT. - -
(a) The Departnent of Education shall inplenment a

training programto devel op anong state and district educators
a cadre of facilitators of school inprovenent. These
facilitators shall assist schools and districts to conduct
needs assessnents and devel op and i npl enent school i nprovenent
pl ans to neet state goals.

(b) Upon request, the departnent shall provide
techni cal assistance and training to any school, schoo
advi sory council, district, or school board for conducting
needs assessnents, devel oping and i npl enenti ng schoo
i mprovenent plans, devel oping and i npl enenting assi stance and
intervention plans, or inplenenting other conponents of schoo
i mprovenent and accountability. Priority for these services
shall be given to | ow perform ng schools as defined by state

board rul e and school districts in rural and sparsely

popul ated areas of the state.

(c) Pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(d), the departnent shal
not rel ease funds fromthe Educati onal Enhancenment Trust Fund
to any district in which a school does not have an approved
school inprovenent plan, pursuant to s. 230.23(16), after 1
full school year of planning and devel opnent, or does not
conply with school advisory council menbership conposition
requi rements pursuant to s. 229.58(1). The departnent shal
send a technical assistance teamto each school w thout an
approved plan to devel op such school inprovenent plan or to
each school wi thout appropriate school advisory counci
nmenber ship conposition to develop a strategy for corrective
action. The departnent shall release the funds upon approval
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of the plan or upon establishnment of a plan of corrective
action. Notice shall be given to the public of the
departnment's intervention and shall identify each schoo
wi thout a plan or without appropriate school advisory counci
nmenber shi p conposition

(8) 5y STATE BOARD. --The State Board of Education
shal | adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54
necessary to i nplenment a state system of school inprovenent

and education accountability and shall specify required annua

reports by schools and school districts. Sueh—+utes—+mst—be

9) (6 EXCEPTIONS TO LAW--To facilitate innovative
practices and to allow | ocal selection of educational nethods,

the commi ssi oner may wai ve, upon the request of a schoo
board, requirenents of chapters 230 through 239 of the Florida
School Code that relate to instruction and school operations,
except those pertaining to civil rights, and student health,
safety, and welfare. The Commi ssi oner of Education is not
aut hori zed to grant waivers for any provisions of |aw
pertaining to the allocation and appropriation of state and
| ocal funds for public education; the election, conpensation
and organi zati on of school board nenbers and superi nt endents;
graduation and state accountability standards; financi al
reporting requirenents; public neetings; public records; or
due process hearings governed by chapter 120. Prior to
approval , the conmm ssioner shall report pendi ng waiver
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requests to the state board on a nonthly basis, and shall,
upon request of any state board nenber, bring a waiver request
to the state board for consideration. If, within 2 weeks of
receiving the report, no nenber requests that a waiver be
consi dered by the state board, the conm ssioner may act on the
original waiver request. No |ater than January 1 of each year
the commi ssioner shall report to the President and Mnority
Leader of the Senate and the Speaker and Mnority Leader of

t he House of Representatives all approved waiver requests in

t he precedi ng year.

(a) Gaduation requirenments in s. 232.246 nust be net
by denonstrating performance of intended outcones for any
course in the Course Code Directory unless a waiver is
approved by the conmissioner. In devel oping procedures for
awar di ng credits based on performance outcones, districts may
request waivers from State Board of Education rules relating
to curriculumframeworks and credits for courses and prograns
in the Course Code Directory. Credit awarded for a course or
program beyond that allowed by the Course Code Directory
counts as credit for electives. Upon request by any schoo
district, the conm ssioner shall evaluate and establish
procedures for variations in acadenic credits awarded toward
graduation by a high school offering six periods per day
conpared to those awarded by hi gh schools operating on other
schedul es.

1. A school board nmay originate a request for waiver
and submit the request to the comm ssioner if such a waiver is
required to inplenent districtw de inprovenents.

2. A school board may subnit a request to the
conmi ssioner for a waiver if such request is presented to the
school board by a school advisory council established pursuant
47
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tos. 229.58 and if such a waiver is required to inplenent a
school inprovenent plan required by s. 230.23(16). The schoo
board shall report annually to the Conmi ssioner of Herida
Cormi-sston—on Educati on Reformantd—Aceountabitity, in
conjunction with the feedback report required pursuant to this

secti on subseet+oen—{3), the nunber of waivers requested by
school advisory councils, the nunber of such waiver requests

approved and subnitted to the conmi ssioner, and the nunber of
such wai ver requests not approved and not subnitted to the
conmm ssioner. For each waiver request not approved, the schoo
board shall report the statute or rule for which the waiver
was requested, the rationale for the school advisory counci
request, and the reason the request was not approved.

3. Wien approved by the commi ssioner, a waiver
requested under this paragraph is effective for a 5-year
peri od.

(b) Notwi thstanding the provisions of chapter 120 and
for the purpose of inplenenting this subsection, the
conmi ssioner may wai ve State Board of Education rules if the
school board has subnitted a witten request to the
conmmi ssioner for approval pursuant to this subsection

(c) The witten request for waiver of statute or rule
nmust indicate at | east how the—general——statutory—purpose—wi+
be—ret—how granting the waiver will assist schools in
i mproving student outcones related to the student perfornance

st andards adopted by the state board purstant—to——subsection

5), and how student inprovenent will be eval uated and

reported. tr—eonstdering—any—watver—The conmi ssi oner shal

not grant any waiver that would inpair the ensture protection

of the health, safety, welfare, or and civil rights of the
students or the and protection of the public interest.
48
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(d) Upon denying a request for a waiver, the

conmi ssioner nmust state with particularity the grounds or
basis for the denial. The comni ssioner shall report the
specific statutes and rules for which waivers are requested
and the nunber and disposition of such requests to the
Legislature and the State Board of Educati on Heritda
Conmi-sston—on—Educat-on—Reformantd—Accountabi-Hty for use in

determ ni ng which statutes and rules stand in the way of

school inprovenent.
(e)1. Schools designated in perfornmance grade category

"A," making excellent progress, shall, if requested by the

school, be given deregul ated status as specified in s.
228.0565(5), (7), (8), (9), and (10).
2. Schools that have inproved at |east two perfornmance

grade categories and that neet the criteria of the Florida

School Recognition Program pursuant to s. 231.2905 nay be

gi ven deregul ated status as specified in s. 228.0565(5), (7),
(8), (9), and (10).

Section 10. Section 229.593, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is repeal ed.

Section 11. Section 229.594, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 12. Subsection (5) of section 229.595, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

229.595 |Inplenentation of state system of education
accountability for school -to-work transition.--
(5) Prior to each student's graduation from hi gh

school, the school shall Any—assessrent—regured—for—student

to assess the student's student preparation to enter the

wor kf orce and provide the student and the student's parent or
49
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1| guardian with the results of such assessnent. The Comi ssi oner
2 | of Hertrda—Commsston—on Educati on Referm-and—Accountabitity
3| shall identify the enployability skills associated with

4 | successful entry into the workforce fromwhich such itens

5| shall be derived.

6 Section 13. Paragraphs (c) and (g) of subsection (5),
7 | paragraph (b) of subsection (7), and subsections (16) and (17)
8 | of section 230.23, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are

9 | anended, present subsection (18) is anmended and renunbered as
10 | subsection (19), and a new subsection (18) is added to that

11| section, to read:

12 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
13 | board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and

14 | performall duties |listed bel ow

15 (5) PERSONNEL. - - Desi gnate positions to be filled

16 | prescribe qualifications for those positions, and provide for
17 | the appoi ntnent, conpensation, pronotion, suspension, and

18 | di smissal of enployees as follows, subject to the requirenents
19 | of chapter 231:

20 (c) Conpensation and sal ary schedul es. --Adopt a sal ary
21 | schedul e or salary schedul es designed to furnish incentives
22 | for inprovenent in training and for continued efficient

23| service to be used as a basis for paying all school enployees,
24 | sueh—schedules—tobe—arranged,—insofar—aspracticable,—so—=as
25 | to—furnish—ineentivefor—inproverent—in—tratningandfor

26 | eontinded—and—efficient—serviece and fix and authorize the

27 | conpensation of school enployees on the basis thereof ef—stuth
28 | schedutes. A district school board, in deternmining the salary
29 | schedul e for instructional personnel, nust base a portion of
30 | each enpl oyee' s conpensati on on performance denonstrated under
31| s. 231.29 and nust consider the prior teaching experience of a
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person who has been designated state teacher of the year by
any state in the United States. In developing the salary
schedul e, the school board shall seek input from parents,
teachers, and representatives of the business community.

(g) Awards and incentives.--Provide for recognition of
di strict enployees, students, school volunteers, and er
advi sory commttee nenbers who have contri buted outstandi ng
and neritorious service in their fields or service areas.
After considering recommendations of the superintendent, the
board shal|l adopt rules establishing and regulating the
neritorious service awards necessary for the efficient
operation of the program An award or incentive granted under
this paragraph may not be considered in deternining the salary
schedul es required by paragraph (c). Mnetary awards shall be
limted to persons who propose procedures or ideas which—are
adopted by the board and which will result in elimnating or
reduci ng school board expenditures or inproving district or
school center operations. Nonnobnetary awards shall i nclude,
but are need not be limted to, certificates, plaques, nedals,
ri bbons, and photographs. The school board nay t+s—attherized
to expend funds for such recognition and awards. No award
grant ed under the—provistens—ef this paragraph shall exceed
$2, 000 or 10 percent of the first year's gross savings,
whi chever is greater.

(7) COURSES OF STUDY AND OTHER | NSTRUCTI ONAL
Al DS. - - Provi de adequate instructional aids for all children as
follows and in accordance with the requirenents of chapter
233.

(b) Textbooks.--Provide for proper requisitioning,
di stribution, accounting, storage, care, and use of al
instructional material s textbooeks—and—ether—books furni shed by
51
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the state and furni sh such other instructional naterials

textbooks—and—t+ibrary—books as may be needed. The school board

is responsible for assuring that instructional materials used

in the district are consistent with the district goals and

obj ectives and the curricul umfranmeworks approved by the State
Board of Education, as well as with the state and district
perfornmance standards provided for in ss. 229.565 and

232. 2454,

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl erented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
education accountability shall include, but is not be limted
to, the foll ow ng:

(a) School inprovenent plans.--Annually approve and
require inplenentation of a new, anended, or continuation
school inprovenent plan for each school in the district. Such
pl an shall be designed to achieve the state education goals
and student perfornmance standards pursuant to ss. 229.591(3)
and 229.592. Beginning in 1999-2000, each plan shall also
address issues relative to budget, training, instructiona
mat eri als, technol ogy, staffing, student support services, and
other matters of resource allocation, as determ ned by schoo
board policy, and shall be based on an anal ysis of student

achi evenent and ot her school perfornmance data.

(b) Approval process.--Develop a process for approval
of a school inmprovenent plan presented by an individual schoo
52
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1| and its advisory council. In the event a board does not
2 | approve a school inprovenent plan after exhausting this
3| process, the Departnent of Education Herida—Conmission—on
4 | Edueatton—Reformand—Accountabitity shall be notified of the
5| need for assistance.
6 (c) Assistance and intervention.--Develop a 2-year
7 | 3—year plan of increasing individualized assistance and
8| intervention for each school in danger of that—dees not
9| neeting state standards meet or nmki ng make adequate progress,
10 | basetd—upon—the—recomendatons—of—the—conm-sstonm-as defi ned
11 | pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule, toward
12 | neeting the goals and standards of its approved schoo
13 | improvenent plan. A school that is identified as being in
14 | perfornmance grade category "D' pursuant to s. 229.57 is in
15 | danger of failing and nmust be provi ded assi stance and
16 | i nterventi on.
17 (d) After 2 3 years.--Notify the Conmi ssi oner of
18 | Hoertda—Cermmi-sston—on Educati on Refermantd—AeccountabiH-ty and
19 | the State Board of Education in the event any school does not
20 | make adequate progress toward neeting the goals and standards
21 | of a school inprovenment plan by the end of 2 3—coenseeutive
22 | years of failing to nake adequat e progress ¢tistrict—asststance
23 | ang—nterventi+on and proceed according to guidelines devel oped
24 | pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule. Schoo
25| districts shall provide intervention and assi stance to schools
26 | i n danger of being designated as perfornance grade category
27 I'F," failing to make adequate progress.
28 (e) Public disclosure.--Provide information regarding
29 | performance of students and educational prograns as required
30 | pursuant to ss.s—229.555 and 229.57(5)and inpl enent a
31| system of school reports as required by statute and State
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1| Board of Education rule. Annual public disclosure reports

2| shall be in an easy-to-read report card format, and shal

3| include the school's student and school perfornance grade

4 | category designation and perfornance data as specified in

5| state board rule.

6 (f) School inprovenent funds.--Provide funds to

7 | school s for devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng school i nprovenent

8 | pl ans. Such funds shall include those funds appropriated for
9 | the purpose of school inprovenent pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(c).
10 (17) LOCAL-LEVEL DECI SI ONMAKI NG. - -

11 (a) Adopt policies that clearly encourage and enhance
12 | maxi num deci si onnmaki ng appropriate to the school site. Such
13 | policies nust include guidelines for schools in the adoption
14 | and purchase of district and school site instructional

15| materials and technol ogy, staff training, school advisory

16 | counci| nenber training, student support services, budgeting,
17 | and the allocation of staff resources.

18 (b) Adopt waiver process policies to enable al

19 | schools to exercise maximumflexibility and notify advisory
20 | councils of processes to waive school district and state

21 | policies.

22 (c) Develop policies for periodically nonitoring the
23 | nenbership conposition of school advisory councils to ensure
24 | conpliance with requirenents established in s. 229.58.

25 (d) Adopt policies that assist in giving greater

26 | autonony to school s designated as performance grade category
27 I"A," maki ng excell ent progress, and schools rated as having
28 | inproved at |east two perfornmance grade categories.

29 (18) OPPORTUNI TY SCHOLARSHI PS. - - Adopt policies

30| all owi ng students attendi ng schools that have been desi gnat ed
31| as performance grade category "F," failing to nake adequate
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progress, for two school years to attend a hi gher perfornng

school in the district or an adjoining district or be granted

a state opportunity scholarship to a private school, in

conformance with s. 229. 0537 and state board rul e.
(19) (8- ADOPT RULES. - - Adopt rul es pursuant to ss.

120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the—provisions—of this

secti on.

Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
231.29, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

231.29 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

(3) The assessnent procedure for instructiona
personnel shall conply with, but shall not be linmted to, the
foll owi ng requirenents:

(a) An assessnent shall be conducted for each enpl oyee
at | east once a year. The assessnent shall be based upon sound
educational principles and contenporary research in effective
educational practices. Beginning with the full inplenentation

of an annual assessnent of |earning gains,the assessnment mnust

primarily use data and indicators of inprovenent in student
perfornmance assessed annually as specified in s. 229.57 and

may consider results of peer reviews in evaluating the

enpl oyee' s performance. The assessnment criteria nmust include,
but are not limted to, indicators that relate to the
fol | owi ng:

1. Ability to nmaintain appropriate discipline.

2. Know edge of subject matter. The district schoo
board shall nake special provisions for evaluating teachers
who are assigned to teach out-of-field.

3. Ability to plan and deliver instruction

4., Ability to evaluate instructional needs.

5. Ability to comunicate with parents.
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1 6. Oher professional conpetencies, responsibilities,
2| and requirenents as established by rules of the State Board of
3 | Education and policies of the district school board.

4 Section 15. Subsection (2) of section 231. 2905,

5| Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsection (3) is added to
6| that section, to read

7 231. 2905 Florida School Recognition Program --

8 (2) The Florida School Recognition Programis created
9| to provide greater autonony and financial awards to facutty
10 | ant—staff—of school s that sustain high performance or that

11 | denonstrate exenpl ary inprovenent due to innovation and

12 | effort. The Conmi ssioner of Education shall establish

13 | statewi de objective criteria for schools to be invited to

14 | apply for the Florida School Recognition Program The

15| selection of schools nust be based on at |east 2 school years
16 | of data, when avail abl e. Fo——partieipate—in—theprogram—a

17 | sehoeol—distret—rmust—havei+necorporated—aperformance—i+necentive
18 | programinto—i+ts—enproyee—sSalary——structure-Al |l public

19 | schools, including charter schools, are eligible to

20| participate in the program

21 ta)r Initial criteria for identification of schools

22 | nust rely on the school's data and statew de data and nust

23 | include, but is not be limted to:

24 (a)*- Inmprovenent in the school's student achi evenent
25| dat a.

26 (b) 2 Statew de student achi evenent dat a.

27 (c) Student |earning gains when such data becones

28 | avail abl e.

29 (d) 3— Readi ness for postsecondary education data.

30 (e) 4~ Dropout rates.

31 (f)5- Attendance rates.
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(g) G aduation rates.

(h) Cohort graduation rates.

(3) The School Recognition Programshall utilize the

school performance grade category designations in s. 229.57.
Section 16. Section 232.245, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

232.245 Pupil progression; renedial instruction
reporting requirenents. --

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that each
student's progression fromone grade to anot her be deternined,
in part, upon proficiency in reading, witing, and
mat hemati cs; that school district policies facilitate such
proficiency; and that each student and his or her parent or
| egal guardian be infornmed of that student's acadenic
pr ogr ess.
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(2) Each district school board shall establish a
conpr ehensi ve program for pupil progression which nust
i ncl ude:

(a) Standards for evaluating each pupil's performance,
i ncluding how well he or she nmasters the perfornmance standards
approved by the state board according to s. 229.565; and

(b) Specific levels of performance in reading,
writing, and nmat hematics for each grade |evel, including the
| evel s of performance on statew de assessnents at—setected

ot Lo I hool—ride hool i

sehool as defined by the Commi ssioner of Education, bel ow
whi ch a student nust receive renediation, or and—+ay be

retained, or both. No student may be assigned to a grade |evel

based solely on age or other factors that constitute social

pronmotion. School boards shall allocate renedial and

suppl enental instruction resources first to students who fai

to neet achi evenent perfornance | evels required for pronotion

The state board shall adopt rules to prescribe linted

ci rcunstances in which a student nmay be pronoted without

neeting the specific assessnent performance | evels prescribed

by the district's pupil progression plan.

(3) Each student nust participate in the statew de
assessnent tests required by s. 229.57. Each student who does
not neet specific levels of performance as determ ned by the
di strict school board in reading, witing, and mathematics for
each grade | evel, or who does not neet specific |levels of
perfornmance, determ ned by the Conmi ssioner of Education, on
statewi de assessnents at selected grade |evels, nust be
provided with additional diagnostic assessnents to deternine
the nature of the student's difficulty and areas of acadenic
need. The school in which the student is enrolled nust
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1| develop, in consultation with the student's parent or |ega

2 | guardi an, and nust inplenment an academ c i nprovenent plan

3| designed to assist the student in neeting state and district
4 | expectations for proficiency. Each plan nust include the

5] provision of intensive renedial instruction in the areas of

6 | weakness through—one—or—nore—of—thefoHowngactivities—as
7 | eonsidered—appropriate—by—the—schoot—adiinistration-

8 .

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 | Upon subsequent evaluation, if the docunented deficiency has
19 | not been corrected in accordance with the academ c i nprovenent
20 | pl an, the student nay be retai ned. Each student who does not
21 | neet the m ni mum perfornmance expectations defined by the

22 | Commi ssi oner of Education for the statew de assessnment tests
23| in reading, witing, and nathematics nust retake—the—state
24 . I o f defiei I

25| continue renedi al or supplenmental instruction until the

26 | expectations are net or the student graduates from hi gh schoo
27 | or is not subject to conmpul sory school attendance.

28 (4) Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in
29 | reading skills, based on locally determ ned assessnents

30 | conducted before the end of grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, or
31| based on teacher recommendati on, nust be given intensive
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reading instruction inmmediately following the identification
of the readi ng deficiency. The student's readi ng proficiency
nmust be reassessed by locally determ ned assessnment or based
on teacher recomendati on at the begi nning of the grade
following the intensive reading instruction, and the student
nmust continue to be given intensive reading instruction unti
the reading deficiency is renedied. If the student's reading
deficiency, as deternined by the | ocally deternmn ned
assessnent, is not renedied by the end of grade 4 and 2o+
grade—3—o+ if the student scores bel ow the specific |level of
perfornmance, determ ned by the l|ocal school board, on the

st at ewi de assessnent test in readi ng antg—witing given in

el enentary school, the student nust be retained. The |oca
school board may exenpt a student from nandatory retention for

good cause.

5) 6> Each district nust annually report to the

parent or |egal guardi an of each student the progress of the
60
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1| student towards achieving state and district expectations for
2| proficiency in reading, witing, and mathenmatics. The district
3| must report to the parent or |egal guardian the student's

4| results on each statew de assessnent test. The eval uation of
5| each student's progress nust be based upon the student's

6 | cl assroom wor k, observations, tests, district and state

7 | assessnents, and other relevant information. Progress

8 | reporting nmust be provided to the parent or |egal guardian in
9|witing in a format adopted by the district school board.

10 (6) 7 The Conmi ssi oner of Education shall adopt rules
11 | pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 neeessary for the

12 | administration of this section.

13 (7) 8y The Departnent of Education shall provide

14 | techni cal assistance as needed to aid school districts in

15| adni ni stering this section.

16 Section 17. Subsection (12) of section 228.053

17 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 228. 053 Devel opnental research schools. --

19 (12) EXCEPTIONS TO LAW --To encourage innovative

20| practices and facilitate the nission of the devel opnental

21 | research schools, in addition to the exceptions to | aw

22 | specified in s. 229.592(6), the follow ng exceptions shall be
23| pernmitted for devel opnental research schools:

24 (a) The nethods and requirenments of the foll ow ng

25 | statutes shall be held in abeyance: ss. 230.01; 230.02;

26 | 230. 03; 230.04; 230.05; 230.061; 230.08; 230.10; 230.105;

27 | 230. 11; 230.12; 230.15; 230.16; 230.17; 230.173; 230.18;

28 | 230.19; 230.201; 230.202; 230.21; 230.22; 230.2215; 230.2318;
29 | 230. 232; 230.24; 230.241; 230.26; 230.28; 230.30; 230.303;

30 | 230.31; 230.32; 230.321; 230.33; 230.35; 230.39; 230.63;

31| 230.64; 230.643; 234.01; 234.021; 234.112; 236.25; 236.261
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236.29; 236.31; 236.32; 236.35; 236.36; 236.37; 236.38;

236.39; 236.40; 236.41; 236.42; 236.43; 236.44; 236.45;

236. 46; 236.47; 236.48; 236.49; 236.50; 236.51; 236.52;

236.55; 236.56; 237.051; 237.071; 237.091; 237.201; 237.40;
and 316.75. Wth the exception of subsection (16) of s.

230. 23, s. 230.23 shall be held in abeyance. Reference to
school boards in s. 230.23(16) shall nean the president of the
university or the president's designee.

(b) The following statutes or related rules may be
wai ved for any devel opnental research school so requesting,
provi ded the general statutory purpose of each section is net
and the devel opnental research school has subnitted a witten
request to the Joint Devel opnental Research School Pl anni ng,
Articulation, and Eval uation Comrittee for approval pursuant
to this subsection: ss. 229.555; 231.291; 232.2462; 232.36;
233.34; 237.01; 237.02; 237.031; 237.041; 237.061; 237.081
237.111; 237.121; 237.131; 237.141; 237.151; 237.161; 237.162;
237.171; 237.181; 237.211; and 237.34. Notwi thstandi ng
reference to the responsibilities of the superintendent or
school board in chapter 237, devel opnental research schools
shall follow the policy intent of the chapter and shall, at
| east, adhere to the general state agency accounting
procedures established in s. 11.46.

1. Two or nore devel opnental research school s may
jointly originate a request for waiver and subnmit the request
to the conmittee if such waiver is approved by the schoo
advi sory council of each devel opnental research schoo
desiring the waiver.

2. A devel opnental research school may subnit a
request to the conmmittee for a waiver if such request is
presented by a school advisory council established pursuant to
62
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s. 229.58, if such waiver is required to inplenent a schoo

i mprovenent plan required by s. 230.23(16), and if such
request is made using forns established pursuant to s.
229.592(6). The Joi nt Devel opnental Research School Pl anning,
Articul ation, and Evaluation Conmittee shall nonitor the

wai ver activities of all devel opnental research schools and
shall report annually to the departnent ant—the+torida
Conmi-sston—on—Educaton—Reformantd—Aceountabitty, in
conjunction with the feedback report required pursuant to s.
229.592(3), the nunber of waivers requested and subnitted to
the committee by devel opnental research schools, and the
nunber of such waiver requests not approved. For each waiver
request not approved, the committee shall report the statute
or rule for which the waiver was requested, the rationale for
t he devel opnental research school request, and the reason the
request was not approved.

(c) The witten request for waiver of statute or rule
shall indicate at | east how the general statutory purpose wll
be met, how granting the waiver will assist schools in
i mproving student outcones related to the student perfornance
st andards adopted pursuant to s. 229.592(5), and how student
i mprovenent will be evaluated and reported. In considering any
wai ver, the committee shall ensure protection of the health,
safety, welfare, and civil rights of the students and
protection of the public interest.

(d) Fheprocedure—estabHshed—in——5s—229-592(6)(H
shatH—be—ftoHowedtor—anyreguest—For—a—wa-ver—which—+s—rnot

tenied : hied F et L . .
Anet—ssued—Not wi t hst andi ng the request provisions of s.

229. 592(6), devel opnental research schools shall request al
wai vers through the Joint Devel opnental Research Schoo
63
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1| Planning, Articulation, and Evaluation Conmittee, as

2| established in s. 228.054. The comrittee shall approve or

3 | di sapprove said requests pursuant to this subsection and s.

4] 229.592(6); however, the Conmi ssioner of Education shall have
5] standing to chall enge any decision of the conmittee should it
6 | adversely affect the health, safety, welfare, or civil rights
7| of the students or public interest. The departnent shal

8| imediately notify the comittee and devel opnental research

9 | school of the decision and provide a rationale therefor

10 Section 18. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
11| 228.054, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

12 228.054 Joint Devel opnental Research School Pl anni ng,
13| Articul ati on, and Evaluation Conmttee. --

14 (2) The committee shall have the duty and

15| responsibility to:

16 (e) Provide assistance to schools in the waiver

17 | process established under s. 228.053(12), review and approve
18 | or disapprove wai vers requested pursuant to ss. 228.053(12)
19 | and 229.592(6), and annually review, identify, and report to
20| the Legislature additional barriers and statutes that hinder
21| the inplenmentation of s. 228.053.

22 Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 233.17, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended to read:

24 233.17 Term of adoption for instructional nmaterials.--
25 (3) The departnent shall publish annually an official
26 | schedul e of subject areas to be called for adoption for each
27 | of the succeeding 2 years, and a tentative schedule for years
2813, 4, 5, and 6. If extenuating circunstances warrant, the

29 | Conmi ssi oner of Education may order the departnent to add one
30| or nore subject areas to the official schedule, in which event
31| the conmi ssioner shall develop criteria for such additiona
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1| subject area or areas pursuant to s. 229.512(18)t5)and nake
2| themavail able to publishers as soon as practicable.

3| Notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 229.512(18){%5), the

4 ) criteria for such additional subject area or areas may be

5| provided to publishers | ess than 24 nonths before the date on
6 | which bids are due. The schedul e shall be devel oped so as to
7 | pronote bal ance anbng the subject areas so that the required
8 | expenditure for new instructional nmaterials is approximtely
9 | the sane each year in order to maintain curricular

10 | consi st ency.

11 Section 20. Subsection (6) of section 236.685, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 236. 685 Educational funding accountability.--

14 (6) The annual school public accountability report

15| required by ss. 229.592¢5)and 230. 23(16) {¥8)nust include a

16 | school financial report. The purpose of the school financial
17 | report is to better informparents and the public concerning
18 | how revenues were spent to operate the school during the prior
19 | fiscal year. Each school's financial report nust follow a

20| uniform districtwide format that is easy to read and

21 | under st and.

22 (a) Total revenue nust be reported at the school

23| district, and state | evels. The revenue sources that nust be
24 | addressed are state and | ocal funds, other than lottery funds;
25| lottery funds; federal funds; and private donations.

26 (b) Expenditures nust be reported as the total

27 | expenditures per unweighted full-tinme equival ent student at

28 | the school level and the average expenditures per full-tine
29 | equi val ent student at the district and state |levels in each of
30| the follow ng categories and subcategori es:

31
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1 1. Teachers, excluding substitute teachers, and

2 | teacher aides who provide direct classroominstruction to

3| students enrolled in prograns classified by s. 236.081 as:
4 a. Basic prograns;

5 b. Students-at-risk prograns;

6 c. Special prograns for exceptional students;

7 d. Career education prograns; and

8 e. Adult prograns.

9 2. Substitute teachers.

10 3. Oher instructional personnel, including

11 | school -based i nstructional specialists and their assistants.
12 4. Contracted instructional services, including

13| training for instructional staff and other contracted

14 | instructional services.

15 5. School adm nistration, including school-based

16 | adni ni strative personnel and school - based educati on support
17 | personnel

18 6. The following nmaterials, supplies, and operating
19 | capital outl ay:

20 a. Textbooks;

21 b. Conputer hardware and software

22 c. Oher instructional materials;

23 d. Oher materials and supplies; and

24 e. Library nedia nmaterials.

25 7. Food services.

26 8. Oher support services.

27 9. Operation and nmi ntenance of the school plant.
28 (c) The school financial report nust also identify the
29 | types of district-level expenditures that support the school's
30 | operations. The total anmount of these district-Ievel

31
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expendi tures nmust be reported and expressed as total
expendi tures per full-tine equival ent student.

As used in this subsection, the term"school" neans a "schoo
center" as defined by s. 228.041.

Section 21. Subsection (6) of section 20.15, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a
Departnent of Educati on.

(6) COUNCILS AND COW TTEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng anyt hi ng
contained in law to the contrary, the Conm ssioner of
Education shall appoint all nenbers of all councils and
commttees of the Departnent of Education, except the Board of
Regents, the State Board of Community Coll eges, the community
coll ege district boards of trustees, the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, the Education Practices
Conmmi ssi on, the Education Standards Comm ssion, the State
Board of | ndependent Colleges and Universities, theftorida
Conmi-sston—on—Educaton—Reformantd—Accountabi-Hty;-and t he
State Board of Nonpublic Career Education

Section 22. Effective July 1, 1999, section 236.08104,
Florida Statutes, is created to read

236. 08104 Suppl enrental acadenic instruction

categorical fund.--

(1) There is created a categorical fund to provide

suppl enental acadenic instruction to students in kindergarten

t hrough grade 12. This section nay be cited as the

" Suppl enent al Acadeni ¢ Achi evenent Categorical Fund."

(2) The Legislature finds that when appropriate types

of supplenental instruction are provided at appropriate tines,

students who mi ght otherwise fall behind can acquire the
67
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1| skills and know edge needed to be pronpted to the next grade
2| level and to receive a high school diplona. Failure to

3| provide a student with needed suppl enental instruction at the
4 | appropriate tine can result in nonpronotion or dropping out of
5] school. The Legislature further finds that for schools and

6| classroons to provide flexible supplenental instruction to

7 | neet the needs of students, they must have resources which can
8| be used with equal flexibility.

9 (3) It is the intent of the Legislature that all

10 | students gain at least a year's worth of know edge for each
11| year in school and that no student be | eft behind by his or

12 | her peers. |In order for sone students to achieve this goa

13 | they may need suppl enental instruction. Al students will not
14 | need the sane kind or the sane anount. Sone may need

15 | suppl enental instruction during the school day using

16 | specialized skills devel opnment curriculum others nay need

17 | tutoring after school or at hone, sone may benefit from

18 | Sat urday norni ng sessions, sone nay need specialized or

19 | intensive help during the summer, and others may need nodified
20| curriculum It is the intent of the Legislature that

21 | suppl enental instruction be provided throughout the year at

22 | the tine it can be nost effective and that it not be linited
23| to sumer school. It is also the intent of the Legislature
24 | that funds be allocated specifically to provide suppl enental
25| acadenic instruction and that schools and cl assroons have

26 | anple flexibility to use these funds to neet student needs.

27 (4) Categorical funds for suppl enental academc

28 | instruction shall be allocated annually to each schoo

29 | district in the amount provided in the General Appropriations
30| Act. These funds shall be in addition to the funds

31| appropriated on the basis of full-tinme equival ent student
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(FTE) nenbership in the Florida Education Finance Program and

shall be included in the total potential funds of each

district. These funds shall be used only to provide

suppl enental acadenic instruction to students enrolled in the

K-12 program Supplenental instruction nay be provided to a

student in any manner and at any tine during or beyond the

regular 180-day termidentified by the school as being the

nost effective and efficient way to best hel p that student

progress fromgrade to grade and to graduate.
(5) Effective with the 1999-2000 fiscal year, funding
on the basis of FTE nenbership beyond the 180-day regular term

shall be provided in the FEFP only for students enrolled

pursuant to s. 236.013(2)(c)2.a. Funding for instruction

beyond the regul ar 180-day school year for all other K-12

students shall be provided through the suppl enental academ c

i nstruction categorical fund and other state, federal, and

| ocal fund sources with anple flexibility for schools to

provi de suppl enental instruction to enable students to gain a

year's worth know edge for each year in school, not fal

behind, to progress fromgrade to grade, and to receive a high

school di pl ona.

Section 23. Effective July 1, 1999, paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of section 236.013, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

236.013 Definitions.--Notw thstanding the provisions
of s. 228.041, the following terns are defined as follows for
t he purposes of this act:

(2) A "full-tinme equivalent student" in each program
of the district is defined in terns of full-time students and
part-tinme students as foll ows:

(c)1. A "full-tinme equival ent student" is:
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a. Afull-tinme student in any one of the prograns
listed ins. 236.081(1)(c); or

b. A conbination of full-tinme or part-tine students in
any one of the prograns listed in s. 236.081(1)(c) which is
t he equivalent of one full-tinme student based on the follow ng
cal cul ati ons:

(1) A full-tinme student, except a postsecondary or
adult student or a senior high school student enrolled in
adult educati on when such courses are required for high schoo
graduation, in a conbination of programs listed in s.
236.081(1)(c) shall be a fraction of a full-tinme equival ent
nmenbership in each special programequal to the nunber of net
hours per school year for which he or she is a nenber, divided
by the appropriate nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph
(a)1. or subparagraph (a)2.; the difference between that
fraction or sumof fractions and the maxi nrum val ue as set
forth in subsection (5) for each full-tine student is presuned
to be the balance of the student's tinme not spent in such
speci al education prograns and shall be recorded as tine in

t he appropriate basic program
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equi val ent nenbership equal to the nunber of instructiona
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hours in nenbership divided by the appropriate nunber of hours
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1| set forth in subparagraph (a)1.; however, for the purposes of
2 | this subparagraph, nenbership in prograns schedul ed for nore
3| than 180 days is |limted to:

4 a. Support |evel Speeirat prograns for exceptiona

5| students;

6 N ol . I el ;

7 e—Speeial—adutt—general—edducati-on—prograns;-

8 b. e—Pbropout—prevention—prograns—as—defined—+n—s—

9 | 2362316t or—students—+n—restdental—prograns—operated—by—the
10 | Bepartrent—ef—Chitdren—andfanmty—Servieces-Resi denti al

11 | prograns operated by the Departnent of Juvenile Justice as

12 | defined in s. 230.23161 in which students receive educationa
13 | services; eor—teenage—parent—prograns—as—derHned—n—-5—

14 | 23623166 for—students—who—are—i+n—need—of —such—addi-tional-

15 | iastruetion—

16 c. e—bropout—preventioen—prograns—as—defined—+n—s—

17 | 2362316+ n—whiech—students—are—placedTFor—acadenmc—or

18 —setpH Prograns in English for speakers of
19 | other | anguages as defined in s. 233.058 for students who were
20| in nenbership for all of the last 15 days of the 180-day term
21| or a total of 30 days within the 180-day termand are in need
22 | of such additional instruction

23 f——©Cher—basteprograns—of-fered—{for—pronotion——or

24 e . T L I ey I ¥ I
25 i i

26

27

28

29

30

31
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1| The departnent shall deternine and inplenent an equitable

2 | method of equival ent funding for experinmental schools and for
3 | school s operating under energency conditions, which schools

4 | have been approved by the departnent under the provisions of
5]s. 228.041(13) to operate for less than the nini num schoo

6 | day.

7 Section 24. Subsection (7) of section 239.101, Florida
8| Statutes, is anended to read:

9 239.101 Legislative intent.--

10 (7) The Legislature finds that career education is a
11 | crucial conponent of the educational prograns conducted within
12 | school districts and conmunity coll eges. Accordingly, career
13 | education nust be represented in accountability processes

14 | undertaken for educational institutions. It is the intent of
15 ) the Legislature that the vocational standards articulated in
16 | s. 239.229(2) be considered in the devel opnent of

17 | accountability nmeasures for public schools pursuant to ss.

18 | 229. 591, 229.592, 229-593—229-59%4-and 230.23(16) and for

19 | conmunity col |l eges pursuant to s. 240. 324.

20 Section 25. Subsection (1) of section 239.229, Florida
21| Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

22 239.229 \Vocational standards.--

23 (1) The purpose of career education is to enable

24 | students who conplete vocational prograns to attain and

25 | sustain enploynent and realize economc self-sufficiency. The
26 | purpose of this sectionis to identify issues related to

27 | career education for which school boards and community col | ege
28 | boards of trustees are accountable. It is the intent of the
29 | Legislature that the standards articulated in subsection (2)
30 | be considered in the devel opnent of accountability standards
31| for public schools pursuant to ss. 229.591, 229.592, 229593+
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229-59%4-and 230.23(16) and for community col |l eges pursuant to
s. 240. 324.

Section 26. Subsection (1) of section 240.529, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.529 Public accountability and state approval for
t eacher preparation prograns. --

(1) I NTENT. --The Legislature recogni zes that skilled
teachers nake the nobst inportant contribution to a quality
educati onal system and that conpetent teachers are produced by
ef fective and accountabl e teacher preparation prograns. The
intent of the Legislature is to establish a systemfor
devel opnent and approval of teacher preparation prograns that
will free postsecondary teacher preparation institutions to
enpl oy varied and innovative teacher preparation techniques
whi | e being held accountabl e for producing teachers with the
conpetencies and skills for achieving the state education
goal s and sustaining the state system of school i nprovenent
and education accountability established pursuant to ss.

229. 591 and;229. 592;—and—229-593.

Section 27. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 230.23, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (b), (c), and (d)
of subsection (5) of section 24.121, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, are reenacted to read:

24.121 Allocation of revenues and expenditure of funds
for public education.--

(5)

(b) Except as provided in paragraphs (c), (d), and
(e), the Legislature shall equitably apportion noneys in the
trust fund anong public schools, community coll eges, and
uni versities.
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(c) A portion of such net revenues, as detern ned
annual ly by the Legislature, shall be distributed to each
school district and shall be nade available to each public
school in the district for enhanci ng school performance
t hrough devel opnent and i npl enmentation of a school i nprovenent
pl an pursuant to s. 230.23(16). A portion of these nobneys, as
determ ned annually in the General Appropriations Act, nust be
all ocated to each school in an equal anmount for each student
enroll ed. These noneys nay be expended only on prograns or
projects selected by the school advisory council or by a
parent advisory conmmittee created pursuant to this paragraph
If a school does not have a school advisory council, the
di strict advisory council nust appoint a parent advisory
commi ttee conposed of parents of students enrolled in that
school, which conmittee is representative of the ethnic,
racial, and econonic conmmunity served by the school, to advise
the school's principal on the prograns or projects to be
funded. A principal may not override the recomendati ons of
t he school advisory council or the parent advisory conmittee.
These noneys nmay not be used for capital inprovenents, nor nay
they be used for any project or programthat has a duration of
nore than 1 year; however, a school advisory council or parent
advi sory comrittee may i ndependently determne that a program
or project fornerly funded under this paragraph should receive
funds in a subsequent year

(d) No funds shall be released for any purpose from
t he Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund to any school district
in which one or nore schools do not have an approved schoo
i mprovenent plan pursuant to s. 230.23(16) or do not conply
wi th school advisory council nenbership conposition
requi rements pursuant to s. 229.58(1).
75
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Section 28. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to sections 229.57 and 232. 245,
Florida Statutes, in references thereto, paragraph (b) of
subsection (1) of section 120.81, Florida Statutes, is
reenacted to read:

120. 81 Exceptions and special requirenents; genera
areas. - -

(1) EDUCATIONAL UNITS. - -

(b) Notwithstanding s. 120.52(15), any tests, test
scoring criteria, or testing procedures relating to student
assessnent which are devel oped or admi nistered by the
Departnent of Education pursuant to s. 229.57, s. 232.245, s.
232.246, or s. 232.247, or any other statew de educationa
tests required by law, are not rules.

Section 29. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 230.23, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, subsections (3) and (8) of
section 228.053, Florida Statutes, are reenacted to read:

228. 053 Devel opnental research school s. --

(3) MSSION --The nission of a devel opnental research
school shall be the provision of a vehicle for the conduct of
research, denonstration, and eval uation regardi ng managenent,
teaching, and learning. Prograns to achieve the mission of a
devel opnental research school shall enbody the goals and
standards of "Bl ueprint 2000" established pursuant to ss.
229.591 and 229.592 and shall ensure an appropriate education
for its students.

(a) Each devel opnental research school shall enphasize
mat hermati cs, science, conputer science, and foreign | anguages.
The prinmary goal of a devel opnental research school is to
enhance instruction and research in such specialized subjects
76

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1756
11-990B- 99

1| by using the resources available on a state university canpus,
2| while also providing an education in nonspecialized subjects.
3 | Each devel oprental research school shall provide sequenti al

4 | elementary and secondary instruction where appropriate. A

5| devel opnental research school may not provide instruction at

6 | grade | evel s higher than grade 12 wi thout authorization from
7| the State Board of Education. Each devel opnental research

8 | school shall develop and i npl enent a school inprovenent plan
9| pursuant to s. 230.23(16).

10 (b) Research, denonstration, and eval uati on conduct ed
11| at a devel opnental research school may be generated by the

12 | coll ege of education with which the school is affiliated.

13 (c) Research, denonstration, and eval uati on conduct ed
14 | at a devel opnental research school may be generated by the

15 | Educati on Standards Comm ssion. Such research shall respond to
16 | the needs of the education conmunity at large, rather than the
17 | specific needs of the affiliated college.

18 (d) Research, denonstration, and eval uati on conduct ed
19 | at a devel opnental research school nmay consist of pilot

20 | projects to be generated by the affiliated coll ege, the

21 | Educati on Standards Conmi ssion, or the Legislature.

22 (e) The exceptional education prograns offered at a
23 | devel opnental research school shall be determined by the

24 | research and eval uation goals and the availability of students
25| for efficiently sized prograns. The fact that a devel opnental
26 | research school offers an exceptional education programin no
27 | way | essens the general responsibility of the | ocal schoo

28 | district to provide exceptional education prograns.

29 (8) ADVI SORY BOARDS. - - "Bl ueprint 2000" provisions and
30| intent specify that each public school in the state shal

31| establish a school advisory council that is reflective of the
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1| popul ation served by the school, pursuant to s. 229.58, and is
2 | responsible for the devel opnent and inpl enentation of the

3| school inprovenent plan pursuant to s. 230.23(16).

4 | Devel opnental research schools shall conply with the

5] provisions of s. 229.58 in one of two ways:

6 (a) Two advisory bodies.--Each devel opnental research
7 | school may:

8 1. Establish an advisory body pursuant to the

9| provisions and requirenents of s. 229.58 to be responsible for
10 | t he devel opnent and i npl enentation of the school inprovenent
11| plan, pursuant to s. 230.23(16).

12 2. Establish an advisory board to provide genera

13 | oversi ght and gui dance. The dean of the affiliated coll ege of
14 | education shall be a standi ng nenber of the board, and the

15| president of the university shall appoint three faculty

16 | nrenbers fromthe coll ege of education, one | ayperson who

17 | resides in the county in which the school is |located, and two
18 | parents or |egal guardi ans of students who attend the

19 | devel opnental research school to serve on the advisory board.
20| The term of each nenber shall be for 2 years, and any vacancy
21| shall be filled with a person of the sane classification as
22 | his or her predecessor for the bal ance of the unexpired term
23| The president shall stagger the terns of the initial

24 | appointees in a nanner that results in the expiration of terns
25| of no nore than two nenbers in any year. The president shal
26 | call the organizational neeting of the board. The board shal
27 | annually elect a chair and a vice chair. There shall be no

28| limtation on successive appointnents to the board or

29 | successive terns that nmay be served by a chair or vice chair.
30 | The board shall adopt internal organizational procedures or
31| byl aws necessary for efficient operation as provided in

78
CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1756
11-990B- 99

1| chapter 120. Board nenbers shall not receive per diemor

2 | travel expenses for the performance of their duties. The

3| board shall:

4 a. Meet at least quarterly.

5 b. Monitor the operations of the school and the

6| distribution of noneys allocated for such operations.

7 c. Establish necessary policy, program and

8 | adnmi ni stration nodifications.

9 d. Evaluate biennially the performance of the director
10 | and principal and recomend correspondi ng action to the dean
11| of the coll ege of education
12 e. Annually review eval uations of the school's
13 | operation and research findings.

14 (b) One advisory body.--Each devel opnental research
15| school may establish an advisory body responsible for the

16 | devel opnent and i npl enentati on of the school inprovenent plan
17 | pursuant to s. 230.23(16), in addition to general oversight

18 | and gui dance responsibilities. The advisory body shall reflect
19 | t he nenbership conposition requirenents established in s.

20| 229.58, but may al so include nenbership by the dean of the

21| coll ege of education and additional nenbers appointed by the
22 | president of the university that represent faculty nenbers

23| fromthe college of education, the university, or other bodies
24 | deened appropriate for the nission of the school

25 Section 30. For the purpose of incorporating the

26 | anendnents made by this act to sections 229.57 and 229. 591

27 | Florida Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (e) and
28 | (f) of subsection (9) of section 228.056, Florida Statutes,

29 | 1998 Suppl enent, are reenacted to read:

30 228.056 Charter schools. --

31
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(9) CHARTER. --The mmjor issues involving the operation
of a charter school shall be considered in advance and witten
into the charter. The charter shall be signed by the governing
body of the charter school and the sponsor, followi ng a public
hearing to ensure commnity input.

(e) A sponsor shall ensure that the charter is
i nnovative and consistent with the state education goals
established by s. 229.591

(f) Upon receipt of the annual report required by
par agraph (d), the Departnent of Education shall provide to
the State Board of Education, the Comnm ssioner of Educati on,
the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives an anal ysis and conpari son of the overal
performance of charter school students, to include al
students whose scores are counted as part of the
normreferenced assessnent tests, versus conparable public
school students in the district as determ ned by
normreferenced assessnent tests currently administered in the
school district, and, as appropriate, the Florida Wites
Assessnent Test, the Hi gh School Conpetency Test, and ot her
assessnents adm ni stered pursuant to s. 229.57(3).

Section 31. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to sections 229.57 and 229.591
Florida Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (b), (c),
and (d) of subsection (6) of section 228.0565, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, are reenacted to read:

228. 0565 Deregul ated public schools. --

(6) ELEMENTS OF THE PROPCSAL. --The mmj or issues
i nvolving the operation of a deregul ated public school shal
be considered in advance and witten into the proposal
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1 (b) The school shall nmake annual progress reports to
2| the district, which upon verification shall be forwarded to

3 | the Commi ssioner of Education at the same tine as other annua
4 | school accountability reports. The report shall contain at

5] least the followi ng information

6 1. The school's progress towards achieving the goals
7| outlined in its proposal

8 2. The information required in the annual schoo

91| report pursuant to s. 229.592.

10 3. Financial records of the school, including revenues
11 | and expendi tures.

12 4. Salary and benefit levels of school enpl oyees.

13 (c) A school district shall ensure that the proposa
14 | is innovative and consistent with the state education goals
15| established by s. 229.591

16 (d) Upon receipt of the annual report required by

17 | paragraph (b), the Departnent of Education shall provide to
18 | the State Board of Education, the Comnm ssi oner of Educati on,
19 | the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
20 | Representatives with a copy of each report and an anal ysis and
21 | conparison of the overall performance of students, to include
22 | all students in deregul ated public schools whose scores are
23 | counted as part of the normreferenced assessnent tests,

24 | versus conparabl e public school students in the district as
25| determ ned by normreferenced assessment tests currently

26 | adnministered in the school district, and, as appropriate, the
27 | Florida Wites Assessnent Test, the Hi gh School Conpetency

28 | Test, and ot her assessnents adm ni stered pursuant to s.

29 | 229.57(3).

30 Section 32. For the purpose of incorporating the

31| anendnents made by this act to section 229.57, Florida
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Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (1) of section
228.301, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

228.301 Test security.--

(1) It is unlawful for anyone knowingly and willfully
to violate test security rules adopted by the State Board of
Education or the Conmi ssioner of Education for nmandatory tests
admi ni stered by or through the State Board of Education or the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education to students, educators, or
applicants for certification or adm nistered by schoo
districts pursuant to s. 229.57, or, with respect to any such
test, knowingly and willfully to:

(a) G ve exaninees access to test questions prior to
testing;

(b) Copy, reproduce, or use in any nmanner inconsistent
wWith test security rules all or any portion of any secure test
bookl et ;

(c) Coach exam nees during testing or alter or
interfere with exam nees' responses in any way;

(d) Make answer keys avail abl e to exanmi nees;

(e) Fail to follow security rules for distribution and
return of secure test as directed, or fail to account for al
secure test materials before, during, and after testing;

(f) Fail to follow test adninistration directions
specified in the test admi nistration nmanuals; or

(g) Participate in, direct, aid, counsel, assist in,
or encourage any of the acts prohibited in this section

Section 33. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to sections 229.555, 229.565, and
229.57, Florida Statutes, in references thereto, subsections
(1) and (3) of section 229.551, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, are reenacted to read:
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229.551 Educational nmanagenent. --

(1) The departnent is directed to identify al
functions which under the provisions of this act contribute
to, or conprise a part of, the state system of educationa
accountability and to establish within the departnent the
necessary organi zati onal structure, policies, and procedures
for effectively coordinating such functions. Such policies
and procedures shall clearly fix and delineate
responsibilities for various aspects of the systemand for
overall coordination of the total system The conmi ssi oner
shall performthe follow ng duties and functions:

(a) Coordination of departnent plans for neeting
educati onal needs and for inproving the quality of education
provided by the state system of public education

(b) Coordination of managenent information system
devel opnent for all |evels of education and for all divisions
of the departnent, to include the devel opnent and utilization
of cooperative education conputing networks for the state
system of public education

(c) Devel opnent of database definitions and all other
items necessary for full inplenentation of a conprehensive
managenent information systemas required by s. 229.555;

(d) Coordination of all planning functions for al
| evel s and divisions within the departnent;

(e) Coordination of all cost accounting and cost
reporting activities for all levels of education, including
public school s, vocational prograns, community colleges, and
institutions in the State University System

(f) Devel opnent and coordi nati on of a conmobn course
desi gnati on and nunbering system for postsecondary education
in school districts, community colleges, participating
83
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1| nonpublic postsecondary education institutions, and the State
2| University Systemwhich will inprove program pl anni ng,

3 | increase conmmunication anong all postsecondary delivery

4| systens, and facilitate the transfer of students. The system
5| shall not encourage or require course content prescription or
6 | standardi zation or uniformcourse testing, and the conti nui ng
7 | mai ntenance of the systemshall be acconplished by appropriate
8| faculty comrittees representing public and participating

9 | nonpublic institutions. The Articulation Coordinating

10 | Conmittee, whose nenbership represents public and nonpublic
11 | postsecondary institutions, shall

12 1. ldentify the highest demand degree prograns wthin
13| the State University System

14 2. Conduct a study of courses offered by universities
15| and accepted for credit toward a degree. The study shal

16 | identify courses designated as either general education or

17 | required as a prerequisite for a degree. The study shall also
18 | identify these courses as upper-division | evel or

19 | I ower-division | evel.

20 3. Appoint faculty conmittees representing both

21| community college and university faculties to recommend a

22 | single level for each course included in the conmon course

23 | nunbering and designation system Any course designhated as an
24 | upper-division level course nust be characterized by a need
25| for advanced acadenic preparation and skills that a student
26 | woul d be unlikely to achieve without significant prior

27 | coursework. A course that is offered as part of an associate
28 | in science degree program and as an upper-division course for
29 | a baccal aureate degree shall be designated for both the | ower
30 | and upper division. O the courses required for each

31 | baccal aureate degree, at least half of the credit hours

84
CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1756
11-990B- 99

1| required for the degree shall be achievabl e through courses

2 | designated as | ower-division courses, except in degree

3| prograns approved by the Board of Regents pursuant to s.

4] 240.209(5)(e). A course designated as | ower-division nay be
5| offered by any conmunity coll ege. The Articul ation

6 | Coordinating Conmittee shall recomend to the State Board of
7 | Education the levels for the courses. The common course

8 | nunbering and designation systemshall include the courses at
9| the recomended levels, and, by fall senester of 1996, the

10 | registration process at each state university and comrmunity
11| college shall include the courses at their designated | evels
12 | and comDn cour se numnbers.

13 4. Appoint faculty committees representing both

14 | conmunity coll ege and university faculties to reconmend those
15| courses identified to nmeet general education requirenents

16 | within the subject areas of communi cation, mathenmatics, social
17 | sci ences, humanities, and natural sciences. The Articul ation
18 | Coordinating Comm ttee shall reconmend to the State Board of
19 | Education those courses identified to neet these genera

20 | education requirenents by their common course code nunber. A
21| community coll eges and state universities shall accept these
22 | general education courses.

23 5. Appoint faculty conmittees representing both

24 | community coll eges and universities to reconmend conmon

25 | prerequisite courses and identify course substitutions when
26 | common prerequisites cannot be established for degree prograns
27 | across all institutions. Faculty work groups shall adopt a

28 | strategy for addressing significant differences in

29 | prerequisites, including course substitutions. The Board of
30 | Regents shall be notified by the Articulation Coordinating

31| Committee when significant differences renmain. Commpn degree
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program prerequi sites shall be offered and accepted by al
state universities and community col | eges, except in cases
approved by the Board of Regents pursuant to s. 240.209(5)(f).
The Board of Regents shall work with the State Board of
Community Col |l eges on the devel opnent of a centralized

dat abase containing the list of courses and course
substitutions that neet the prerequisite requirenents for each
baccal aureat e degree program

(g) Expansion and ongoi ng nai nt enance of the common
course designation and nunbering systemto include the
nunberi ng and desi gnati on of postsecondary vocational courses
and facilitate the transfer of credits between public school s,
community colleges, and state universities. The Articulation
Coordinating Committee shall:

1. Adopt guidelines for the participation of public
school districts and community colleges in offering courses
that nmay be transferred to a certificate, diplom, or degree
program These guidelines shall establish standards
addressing faculty qualifications, adm ssions, program
curricula, participation in the comopn course designation and
nunbering system and other issues identified by the Task
Force on Workforce Devel opnent and the Conmi ssi oner of
Education. Quidelines should al so address the role of
accreditation in the designation of courses as transferable
credit. Such guidelines nust not jeopardize the accreditation
status of educational institutions and nust be based on data
related to the history of credit transfer anbng institutions
in this state and others.

2. ldentify postsecondary vocational prograns offered
by comunity coll eges and public school districts. The |ist
shall also identify vocational courses designated as coll ege
86
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credit courses applicable toward a vocational diplona or
degree. Such courses nust be identified within the common
course nunbering and desi gnhati on system

3. Appoint faculty conmittees representing both
community coll ege and public school faculties to recomend a
standard program |l ength and appropriate occupationa
conpl etion points for each postsecondary vocationa
certificate program diplona, and degree; and

(h) Devel opnent of comon definitions necessary for
managi ng a uni form coordi nated system of career education for
all levels of the state system of public education

(3) As a part of the system of educationa
accountability, the departnent shall:

(a) Devel op mini mum perfornmance standards for various
grades and subject areas, as required in ss. 229.565 and
229. 57.

(b) Administer the statew de assessnent testing
program created by s. 229.57.

(c) Develop and admi ni ster an educational eval uation
program including the provisions of the Plan for Educationa
Assessnent devel oped pursuant to s. 9, chapter 70-399, Laws of
Florida, and adopted by the State Board of Education

(d) Review the school advisory councils of each
district as required by s. 229.58.

(e) Conduct the program eval uations required by s.
229. 565.

(f) Miintain a listing of college-level conmmunication
and conputation skills defined by the Articulation
Coordinating Comrittee as being associated with successfu
student perfornmance t hrough the baccal aureate | evel and submt
the sanme to the State Board of Education for approval.
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(g) Mintain a listing of tests and other assessnent
procedures whi ch neasure and di agnose student achi evenent of
col | ege-1 evel conmunication and conputation skills and submnit
the sane to the State Board of Education for approval.

(h) Maintain for the information of the State Board of
Education and the Legislature a file of data conpiled by the
Articulation Coordinating Conmttee to reflect achievenent of
col | ege-1 evel communication and conputati on conpetenci es by
students in state universities and conmunity coll eges.

(i) Develop or contract for, and subnit to the State
Board of Education for approval, tests which neasure and
di agnose student achi evenent of coll ege-1level comunication
and conputation skills. Any tests and rel ated docunents
devel oped are exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1). The
conmi ssioner shall maintain statewi de responsibility for the
adm ni stration of such tests and may assign administrative
responsibilities for the tests to any public university or
community college. The state board, upon recommendation of
t he conmm ssioner, is authorized to enter into contracts for
such services beginning in one fiscal year and continuing into
the next year which are paid fromthe appropriation for either
or both fiscal years.

(j) Performany other functions that may be invol ved
i n educational planning, research, and evaluation or that nay
be required by the conmi ssioner, the State Board of Education
or |aw

Section 34. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 230.23, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (4) of section
230.03, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:
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1 230. 03 Managenent, control, operation, adm nistration
2 | and supervision.--The district school system nust be nmanaged,
3| controll ed, operated, administered, and supervised as foll ows:
4 (4) PRINCIPAL OR HEAD OF SCHOOL. - - Responsibility for

5] the administration of any school or schools at a given schoo
6| center, for the supervision of instruction therein, and for

7 | providing | eadership in the devel opment or revision and

8 | inpl enmentation of a school inprovenent plan required pursuant
9] to s. 230.23(16) shall be delegated to the principal or head
10 | of the school or schools as hereinafter set forth and in

11 | accordance with rul es established by the school board.

12 Section 35. For the purpose of incorporating the

13 | arendnents nade by this act to section 230.23, Florida

14 | Statutes, in references thereto, paragraph (b) of subsection
15 ] (4) of section 230.2316, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is
16 | reenacted to read:

17 230. 2316 Dropout prevention.--

18 (4) PROGRAM | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

19 (b) Each school that establishes or continues a
20 | dropout prevention programat that school site shall reflect
21| that programin the school inprovenent plan as required under
22 | s. 230.23(16).
23 Section 36. For the purpose of incorporating the
24 | anendnents made by this act to section 230.23, Florida
25| Statutes, in references thereto, section 231.085, Florida
26| Statutes, is reenacted to read:
27 231.085 Duties of principals.--A district school board
28 | shall enploy, through witten contract, public schoo
29 | principals who shall supervise the operation and nmanagenent of
30 | the schools and property as the board determ nes necessary.
31| Each principal shall performsuch duties as may be assigned by
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t he superintendent pursuant to the rules of the school board.
Such rules shall include, but not be limted to, rules
relating to adm nistrative responsibility, instructiona

| eadershi p of the educational program of the school to which
the principal is assigned, subnission of personne
reconmendations to the superintendent, adm nistrative
responsibility for records and reports, admnistration of
corporal punishrment, and student suspension. Each principa
shal | provide | eadership in the devel opnent or revision and
i mpl erentation of a school inprovenent plan pursuant to s.
230. 23(16).

Section 37. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to sections 229.591 and 229. 592,
Florida Statutes, in references thereto, paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 231.24, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is reenacted to read:

231.24 Process for renewal of professiona
certificates. --

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
followi ng requirenents nust be net:

(a) The applicant nmust earn a nininmumof 6 college
credits or 120 inservice points or a conbination thereof. For
each area of specialization to be retained on a certificate,
the applicant nust earn at least 3 of the required credit
hours or equivalent inservice points in the specialization
area. Education in "clinical educator" training pursuant to s.
240.529(5)(b) and credits or points that provide training in
the area of exceptional student education, normal child
devel opnent, and the disorders of devel opnent may be applied
toward any specialization area. Credits or points that provide
training in the areas of drug abuse, child abuse and negl ect,
90
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strategies in teaching students having limted proficiency in
Engl i sh, or dropout prevention, or training in areas
identified in the educational goals and perfornmance standards
adopted pursuant to ss. 229.591(3) and 229.592 nay be applied
toward any specialization area. Credits or points earned

t hrough approved sumrer institutes may be applied toward the
fulfillment of these requirenents. Inservice points may al so
be earned by participation in professional growh conponents
approved by the State Board of Education and specified
pursuant to s. 236.0811 in the district's approved master plan
for inservice educational training, including, but not linted
to, serving as a trainer in an approved teacher training
activity, serving on an instructional materials commttee or a
state board or conmission that deals with educati onal issues,
or serving on an advisory council created pursuant to s.

229. 58.

Section 38. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 231.29, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (e) and (f) of
subsection (3) of section 231.36, Florida Statutes, are
reenacted to read:

231.36 Contracts with instructional staff,
supervi sors, and principals.--

(3)

(e) A professional service contract shall be renewed
each year unless the superintendent, after receiving the
reconmendations required by s. 231.29, charges the enpl oyee
with unsatisfactory performance and notifies the enpl oyee of
perfornmance deficiencies as required by s. 231.29. An enpl oyee
who hol ds a professional service contract on July 1, 1997, is
subj ect to the procedures set forth in paragraph (f) during
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the termof the existing professional service contract. The
enpl oyee i s subject to the procedures set forth in s.
231.29(3)(d) upon the next renewal of the professional service
contract; however, if the enployee is notified of perfornmance
deficienci es before the next contract renewal date, the
procedures of s. 231.29(3)(d) do not apply until the
procedures set forth in paragraph (f) have been exhausted and
t he professional service contract is subsequently renewed.

(f) The superintendent shall notify an enpl oyee who
hol ds a professional service contract on July 1, 1997, in
witing, no later than 6 weeks prior to the end of the
post school conference period, of perfornmance deficiencies
which may result in termnation of enploynent, if not
corrected during the subsequent year of enploynent (which
shall be granted for an additional year in accordance with the
provisions in subsection (1)). Except as otherw se hereinafter
provided, this action shall not be subject to the provisions
of chapter 120, but the follow ng procedures shall apply:

1. On receiving notice of unsatisfactory perfornmance,
t he enpl oyee, on request, shall be accorded an opportunity to
neet with the superintendent or the superintendent's designee
for an informal review of the determination of unsatisfactory
per f or nance.

2. An enployee notified of unsatisfactory perfornmance
may request an opportunity to be considered for a transfer to
anot her appropriate position, with a different supervising
adm ni strator, for the subsequent year of enploynent.

3. During the subsequent year, the enpl oyee shall be
provi ded assi stance and inservice training opportunities to
hel p correct the noted perfornance deficiencies. The enployee
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shal |l al so be evaluated periodically so that he or she will be
kept apprised of progress achieved.

4. Not later than 6 weeks prior to the close of the
post school conference period of the subsequent year, the
superintendent, after receiving and review ng the
reconmendation required by s. 231.29, shall notify the
enpl oyee, in witing, whether the performance deficiencies
have been corrected. |f so, a new professional service
contract shall be issued to the enployee. |If the performance
defici enci es have not been corrected, the superintendent may
notify the school board and the enployee, in witing, that the
enpl oyee shall not be issued a new professional service
contract; however, if the recomendati on of the superintendent
is not to issue a new professional service contract, and if
t he enpl oyee wi shes to contest such recomendation, the
enpl oyee will have 15 days fromrecei pt of the
superintendent's recomendation to demand, in witing, a
hearing. |In such hearing, the enployee nay raise as an issue,
anong ot her things, the sufficiency of the superintendent's
charges of unsatisfactory performance. Such hearing shall be
conducted at the school board's election in accordance with
one of the follow ng procedures:

a. A direct hearing conducted by the school board
within 60 days of receipt of the witten appeal. The hearing
shal | be conducted in accordance with the provisions of ss.
120. 569 and 120.57. A mpjority vote of the nenbership of the
school board shall be required to sustain the superintendent's
recommendation. The determ nation of the school board shal
be final as to the sufficiency or insufficiency of the grounds
for termination of enploynment; or
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1 b. A hearing conducted by an administrative |aw judge
2 | assigned by the Division of Adm nistrative Hearings of the

3 | Departnent of Managenent Services. The hearing shall be

4 | conducted within 60 days of receipt of the witten appeal in
5| accordance with chapter 120. The recommendati on of the

6 | adm nistrative |aw judge shall be nade to the school board. A
7| mjority vote of the nenbership of the school board shall be
8| required to sustain or change the adm nistrative |aw judge's
9 | recommendati on. The deternination of the school board shall be
10| final as to the sufficiency or insufficiency of the grounds
11| for term nation of enploynent.

12 Section 39. For the purpose of incorporating the

13 | arendnents nmade by this act to section 229.591, Florida

14 | Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (1) of section

15| 231. 600, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is reenacted to
16 | read:

17 231.600 School Conmmunity Professional Devel oprment

18 | Act. --

19 (1) The Departnent of Education, public community

20| coll eges and universities, public school districts, and public
21| schools in this state shall collaborate to establish a

22 | coordi nated system of professional devel opnent. The purpose of
23 | the professional devel opnent systemis to enable the schoo

24 | community to succeed in school inprovenent as described in s.
25| 229. 591.

26 Section 40. For the purpose of incorporating the

27 | anendnents made by this act to section 232.245, Florida

28 | Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (1) of section

29| 232.2454, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

30 232.2454 District student performance standards,

31| instrunents, and assessnent procedures. --
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(1) School districts are required to obtain or devel op
and i npl enent assessnents of student achi evenent as necessary
to accurately neasure student progress and to report this
progress to parents or |egal guardians according to s.
232.245. Each school district shall inplenent the assessnent
program pursuant to the procedures it adopts.

Section 41. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 232.245, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (5) of section 232.246, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, are reenacted to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduation. - -

(5) Each district school board shall establish
standards for graduation fromits schools, and these standards
nust i ncl ude:

(a) Earning passing scores on the high schoo
conpetency test defined in s. 229.57(3)(c).

(b) Conpletion of all other applicable requirenents
prescribed by the district school board pursuant to s.

232. 245.

Section 42. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to sections 229.57 and 232. 245,
Florida Statutes, in references thereto, section 232.248,

Fl orida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

232.248 Confidentiality of assessnent
instrunents.--All exam nati on and assessnent instrunents,

i ncl udi ng devel opnental materials and workpapers directly
related thereto, which are prepared, prescribed, or
admi ni stered pursuant to ss. 229.57, 232.245, 232.246, and
232. 247 shall be confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions
95
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1| of s. 119.07(1) and fromss. 229.781 and 230.331. Provisions
2 | governi ng access, mmintenance, and destruction of such
3|instrunents and related materials shall be prescribed by rules
4| of the state board.

5 Section 43. For the purpose of incorporating the

6 | amrendnents nade by this act to section 232.245, Florida

7| Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (1) of section

8| 232.2481, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

9 232.2481 G aduation and pronotion requirenents for

10 | publicly operated schools. --

11 (1) Each state or |ocal public agency, including the
12 | Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative Services, the

13 | Departnent of Corrections, the Board of Regents, boards of

14 | trustees of community coll eges, and the Board of Trustees of
15 ) the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, which agency is
16 | aut hori zed to operate educational prograns for students at any
17 | I evel of grades kindergarten through 12 shall be subject to
18 | al | applicable requirenents of ss. 232.245, 232.246, 232.247,
19 | and 232.248. Wthin the content of these cited statutes each
20 | such state or local public agency shall be considered a

21| "district school board."

22 Section 44. For the purpose of incorporating the

23 | anendnents made by this act to section 229.565, Florida

24 | Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (4) of section

25| 233.09, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

26 233.09 Duties of each state instructional materials
27 | committee.--The duties of each state instructional materials
28 | cormittee shall be:

29 (4) EVALUATI ON OF | NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS. - - To

30| evaluate carefully all instructional materials submtted, to
31| ascertain which instructional materials, if any, subnmitted for
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consi deration best inplenent the selection criteria devel oped
by the Commi ssi oner of Education and those curricul ar

obj ectives included within applicable performance standards
provided for in s. 229.565.

(a) When recomendi ng instructional materials for use
in the schools, each committee shall include only
instructional materials that accurately portray the ethnic,
soci oeconom c, cultural, and racial diversity of our society,
i ncludi ng nen and wonen in professional, vocational, and
executive roles, and the role and contri buti ons of the
entrepreneur and labor in the total devel opnent of this state
and the United States.

(b) When recomendi ng instructional materials for use
in the schools, each committee shall include only nmaterials
whi ch accurately portray, whenever appropriate, humankind's
pl ace in ecol ogi cal systens, including the necessity for the
protection of our environnment and conservation of our natura
resources and the effects on the human system of the use of
t obacco, al cohol, controlled substances, and ot her dangerous
subst ances.

(c) When recommendi ng instructional materials for use
in the schools, each committee shall require such materials as
it deens necessary and proper to encourage thrift, fire
prevention, and hunmane treatnment of people and ani nals.

(d) When recomendi ng instructional materials for use
in the schools, each committee shall require, when appropriate
to the conprehension of pupils, that materials for social
science, history, or civics classes contain the Declaration of
| ndependence and the Constitution of the United States. No
instructional nmaterials shall be reconmended by any conmittee
for use in the schools which contain any matter reflecting
97
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unfairly upon persons because of their race, color, creed,
national origin, ancestry, gender, or occupation

(e) Al instructional materials reconmended by each
committee for use in the schools shall be, to the satisfaction
of each conmittee, accurate, objective, and current and suited
to the needs and conprehension of pupils at their respective
grade levels. Instructional materials comittees shal
consi der for adoption naterials devel oped for academ cally
tal ented students such as those enrolled in advanced pl acenent
cour ses.

(f) \When recomendi ng instructional materials for use
in the schools, each commttee shall have the recomendati ons
of all districts which subnit evaluations on the materials
submtted for adoption in that particular subject area
aggregated and presented to the nenbers to aid themin the
sel ection process; however, such aggregation shall be wei ghted
in accordance with the full-tinme equival ent student percentage
of each district. Each committee shall prepare an additiona
aggregation, unwei ghted, with each district recommendati on
gi ven equal consideration. No instructional naterials shal
be eval uated or recomended for adoption unless each of the
district comrttees shall have been | oaned the specified
nunber of sanpl es.

(g) In addition to relying on statenents of publishers
or manufacturers of instructional material, any comittee may
conduct, or cause to be conducted, an independent
i nvestigation as to the conpliance of submitted nmaterials with
the requirenents of this section

Section 45. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 229.565, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, paragraph (b) of subsection
98
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1| (1) of section 233.165, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to

2 | read:

3 233.165 Standards for selection.--

4 (1) In the selection of instructional materials,

5] library books, and other reading material used in the public
6 | school system the standards used to deternmine the propriety
7| of the material shall include:

8 (b) The educational purpose to be served by the

9| material. In considering instructional materials for classroom
10| use, priority shall be given to the selection of materials

11 | which enconpass the state and district performance standards
12 | provided for in ss. 229.565 and 232. 2454 and which include the
13 | instructional objectives contained within the curricul um

14 | framewor ks approved by the State Board of Education, to the
15| extent that appropriate curriculumfranmeworks have been

16 | approved by the board.

17 Section 46. For the purpose of incorporating the

18 | amendnents nade by this act to section 229.565, Florida

19| Statutes, in references thereto, paragraph (b) of subsection
20| (3) of section 233.25, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:
21 233.25 Duties, responsibilities, and requirenents of
22 | publishers and manufacturers of instructiona

23 | materials.--Publishers and manufacturers of instructiona

24 | materials, or their representatives, shall

25 (3) Subnit, at a tine designated in s. 233.14, the
26 | followi ng informtion

27 (b) Witten proof that the publisher has provided

28 | witten correlations to appropriate curricular objectives

29 | included within applicabl e performance standards provided for
30 |in s. 229.565.

31
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1 Section 47. For the purpose of incorporating the

2 | amendnents nade by this act to section 231.29, Florida

3| Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (a) and (c) of

4 | subsection (2) of section 236.08106, Florida Statutes, 1998

5| Suppl enent, are reenacted to read:

6 236. 08106 Excellent Teachi ng Program --

7 (2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to

8 | provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives and

9 | bonuses for teaching excell ence. The Departnent of Education
10 | shall allocate and distribute to each school district an

11 | amount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the

12 | Excel l ent Teachi ng Program Unless otherw se provided in the
13 | General Appropriations Act, each school district's annua

14 | al l ocation shall be the sumof the ambunts earned for the

15| followi ng incentives and bonuses:

16 (a) A fee subsidy to be paid by the school district to
17 | the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an enpl oyee of
18 | the district school board or a public school within that

19 | school district, who is certified by the district to have

20 | denponstrated satisfactory teaching perfornance pursuant to s.
21| 231.29 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating
22 | in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in

23| witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
24 | to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
25| school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee

26 | subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anmobunt equa
27 | to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the

28 | NBPTS certification program but not nore than $1, 800 per

29 | eligible participant. The fee subsidy is a one-tine award and
30 | may not be duplicated for any individual

31
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(c) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
to be paid to each individual who hol ds NBPTS certification
and is enpl oyed by the district school board or by a public
school within that school district. The district school board
shall distribute the annual bonus to each individual who neets
the requirenents of this paragraph and who is certified
annually by the district to have denpnstrated satisfactory

t eachi ng performance pursuant to s. 231.29. The annual bonus
may be paid as a single paynent or divided into not nore than
t hree paynents.

Section 48. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 230.23, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (3) of section
239.229, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is reenacted to
read:

239.229 \Vocational standards.--

(3) Each area technical center operated by a schoo
board shall establish a center advisory council pursuant to s.
229.58. The center advisory council shall assist in the
preparation and eval uati on of center inprovenent plans
required pursuant to s. 230.23(16) and nmay provi de assi stance,
upon the request of the center director, in the preparation of
the center's annual budget and plan as required by s.
229.555(1).

Section 49. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents made by this act to section 229.592, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, subsection (4) of section
240.118, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

240. 118 Postsecondary feedback of information to high
school s. - -

101
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(4) As a part of the school inprovenent plan pursuant
to s. 229.592, the State Board of Education shall ensure that
each school district and high school develops strategies to
i mprove student readiness for the public postsecondary |evel
based on annual analysis of the feedback report data.

Section 50. Subsections (40) and (42) of section
228.041, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anended to
read:

228.041 Definitions.--Specific definitions shall be as
foll ows, and wherever such defined words or terns are used in
the Florida School Code, they shall be used as foll ows:

(40) GRADUATI ON RATE. --The term "graduation rate"
neans t he percentage cal cul ated by dividing the nunber of
entering 9th graders, mnus the nunber of students who have

transferred out of the student population to enroll in another

school system a private school, a hone education program or

an adult education program and deceased students,into the

nunber of students who receive, 4 years later, a standard high
school dipl oma, a—speetat—diptora—or—a—certificate—of
conpltetionas provided for in s. 232.246, or who receive a
special certificate of conpletion, as provided in s. 232.247,
and students 19 years of age or younger who receive a genera
equi val ency di ploma, as provided in s. 229.814. For purposes

of this calculation, inconming transfer students are to be

included in the class of entering 9th graders with whomthey

are schedul ed t o graduat e. Thernurber—of—9th—grade—students
L I | eulat F I . F "

et I L . I ot et e
(42) DROPQUT RATE.--The term "dropout rate" means the

annual percentage cal cul ated by dividing the nunber of

students in grades 9 through 12 who are classified as
102
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1| dropouts, pursuant to s. 228.041(29), by the total nunber of
2| students in grades 9-12 in attendance over the age of

3 | conpul sory school attendance, pursuant to s. 232.01, at the
41 tinme of the fall nenbership count, into the nunber of students
5| who withdraw from school during a given school year and who
6| are classified as dropouts pursuant to subsection (29).

7 Section 51. |If any provision of this act or the

8 | application thereof to any person or circunstance is held
9]invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
10 | applications of the act which can be given effect without the
11 ) invalid provision or application, and to this end the

12 | provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

13 Section 52. Except as otherw se provided in this act,
14 | this act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.

15
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to the authority of the State
Board of Education to enforce school inprovenent,
Requires private school tuition scholarships to be
provided to certain public school students. Provides .
student eligibility requirenents. Provides an alternative

to_apcePtlng a state tuition scholarship, private schoo
eligibility criteria, student_ attendance requirenents,
and parental 1nvolvenent requirenents for participation
in the tuition scholarship program _ Provides for the

cal cul ation of the amount and distribution of state
ition_schol arshi p funds. Authorizes the adoption of

| es. Revises provisions relating to the authority of

e Comm ssioner of Education regarding the

npl enent ati on of the_Progran1of school | nprovenent and
ducation accountability. Revises provisions relating to
educati onal ﬂlannlng and informatijon systens to conform
Elimnates the requirenent that the Cohm ssioner of
Educat i on designate pro?ran1categor|es and grade | evels
for which performance standards are to be approved.

Revi ses the purpose of the student assessment program
Revi ses provisions relating to the adm nistration of the
Nat i onal Assessnent of Educational Progress. Revises the
requirements relating to the annual report of the results
of the statew de assessnent program Provides for the
identification of schools by perfornmance grade category

u
u
h

®——=r+

according to student perforimance data. |IncCreases the
authority that each school advisory council of a schoo
identified in a certain category has over the allocation
of the school's budget. ReviSes provisions relating to
t he system of school inprovenent and educati on ]
accountability to reflect that students are not required
to attend school designated in a certain_ performance

rade category. Revisés the state education goals.

evi ses provisions relating to the inplenentation of the
state system of school inprovenent and education
accountability, to _renpve obsol ete Ianguage. Renpves
references to the Florida Conmm ssion on Educati on Reform
and Accountability. Deletes the requirenent that the
Conmi ssi oner of Education aPpear before the Legi sl ature.
Revi ses duties of the Departnent of Education and revises
provisions relating to waivers fromstatutes. Repeals
provi si ons relatlng to the establishnment _and the powers
and duties of the Florida Comm ssion on Educati on Reform
and Accountability. Revises provisions relating to the

i mpl erentation of the state system of educati onal
accountabllltY for school-to-work transition. Revises
provisions relating to the assessnent of readiness to
enter the workforcé, Revises provisions relating to

powers and duties of school boards regarding the
conpensation and salarY schedul es of School “enpl oyees,
courses of study and ofher instructional aids, the

i mpl erent ation and enforcenent of school inprovenent and
accountability, and school board adoption of certain
policies. Revises the assessnent procedure for schoo
district instructional, admnistrative, and supervisory
ersonnel . Revises provisions of the Florida Schoo

ecogni tion Progran1re|at|n%020 financi al awards based on
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1 enpl oyee performance. Revises provisions relating to
pupi | " progressi on regarding the provision of rengdial

2 Instruction. ProvideS requirenents for the use of ]
resources for renedial instruction. Requires the adoption

3 of rules regardln?_pupll progression. Elim nates
requirenents relating to student academ c | nprovenent

4 pl ans, Deletes requirenents relatlnP_to nandatorY
renedi al reading instruction, Establishes a suppl enental

5 academ c instrucCtion categorical fund. _Provides .
requi rements for the use of funds. _ Revises provisions

6 relating to calculations of the equivalent of a full-tine
student "and for certain instruction to conform Redefines

7 the terns "graduation rate" and "dropout rate" for

8 pur poses of "the Florida School Code.
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