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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1770

By Senator Bronson

18-1188-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to conmercial devel opnent and
capital inprovenents; creating s. 288.1175,
F.S.; providing for funding an Opryl and
facility; providing qualification requirenents
and application procedures; providing for
audits and recertification; amending s. 212. 20,
F.S.; providing for the distribution of funds
to an Opryland facility applicant; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 288.1175, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

288.1175 Opryland facility; duties.--

(1) The Ofice for Tourism Trade, and Economc

Devel opnent shall screen applicants for state fundi ng pursuant

tos. 212.20 and for certifying the applicant as the Opryl and

facility.
(2) Before certifying the Qoryland facility, the

of fice nust determ ne that:

(a) The Opryland facility is the only facility of its

kind in this state having 200,000 square feet of exhibition

space, 150,000 square feet of ballroom and neeting space, and

a 20, 000-square-foot 1,000-seat entertai nnent venue

surroundi ng a | arge indoor atrium having 36,000 square feet of

food and beverage space.

(b) The applicant is a unit of |ocal governnent, as

defined in s. 218.369, and has certified by resolution after a

public hearing that the application serves a public purpose.
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(c) There are existing projections that the Opryl and

facility will attract over 200,000 convention attendees and

visitors annual ly.

(d) There is an independent analysis or study, using

net hodol ogy approved by the office, which denonstrates that

t he anobunt of revenues generated by the taxes inposed under

chapter 212 with respect to the use and operation of the

Qoryland facility will equal or exceed $2 nillion annually.

(e) Docunentation exists that denpnstrates that the

applicant has a financial comritnent to the project, through a

public-inprovenent partnership agreenent, of up to $35

nmllion.
(3) The applicant that is certified may use funds

provi ded under s. 212.20 for the public purpose of paying for

construction, reconstructi on, renovati on, debt service and

debt service reserve funds, and for operations, nmintenance or

repair, and replacenent costs associated with any toll road on

which the facility relies for access.

(4) Upon deternining that an applicant is or is not

certifiable, the office shall notify the applicant of its

status by neans of an official letter. If certifiable, the

office shall notify the executive director of the Departnent

of Revenue and the applicant of such certification by an

official letter granting certification. Fromthe date of such

certification, the applicant shall have 5 years within which

to notify the office that the Qoryland facility has opened to

the public. The Departnent of Revenue may not begin

distributing funds until 30 days after notice has been

received by the office that the facility is open to the

publi c.
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(5) The Departnent of Revenue nay audit, as provided

ins. 213.34, to verify that the distributions have been

expended as required by this section

(6) The office nmust recertify every 10 years that the

facility is open and is neeting the nininumprojections for

attendance or sales tax revenue as required at the tine of

original certification. If the facility is not certified as

neeting the mnimumprojections, the distribution of revenues
pursuant to s. 212.20(6)(f)5.d. nust be reduced by 50 percent.
Such reduction shall remain in effect until revenues generated

by the facility in a 12-nonth period equal or exceed $2

nmllion.

Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (6) of section
212.20, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

212.20 Funds collected, disposition; additional powers
of departnent; operational expense; refund of taxes
adj udi cat ed unconstitutionally collected.--

(6) Distribution of all proceeds under this chapter
shall be as follows:

(f) The proceeds of all other taxes and fees inposed
pursuant to this chapter shall be distributed as foll ows:

1. In any fiscal year, the greater of $500 million
m nus an anount equal to 4.6 percent of the proceeds of the
taxes coll ected pursuant to chapter 201, or 5 percent of al
ot her taxes and fees inposed pursuant to this chapter shall be
deposited in nmonthly installnents into the General Revenue
Fund.

2. Two-tenths of one percent shall be transferred to
the Solid Waste Managenent Trust Fund.

3. After the distribution under subparagraphs 1. and
2., 9.653 percent of the anpbunt remitted by a sales tax deal er
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| ocated within a participating county pursuant to s. 218.61
shall be transferred into the Local Government Hal f-cent Sal es
Tax C earing Trust Fund.

4, After the distribution under subparagraphs 1., 2.
and 3., 0.054 percent shall be transferred to the Loca
Governnment Hal f-cent Sales Tax Cearing Trust Fund and
di stributed pursuant to s. 218.65.

5. O the remaini ng proceeds:

a. Beginning July 1, 1992, $166,667 shall be
di stributed nonthly by the departnment to each applicant that
has been certified as a "facility for a new professiona
sports franchise" or a "facility for a retained professiona
sports franchi se" pursuant to s. 288.1162 and $41, 667 shall be
di stributed nonthly by the departnment to each applicant that
has been certified as a "new spring training franchise
facility" pursuant to s. 288.1162. Distributions shall begin
60 days followi ng such certification and shall continue for 30
years. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to allow an
applicant certified pursuant to s. 288.1162 to receive nore in
di stributions than actually expended by the applicant for the
public purposes provided for in s. 288.1162(7). However, a
certified applicant shall receive distributions up to the
maxi mum anmount al | owabl e and undi stributed under this section
for additional renovations and inprovenents to the facility
for the franchise without additional certification

b. Beginning 30 days after notice by the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent to the Departnment of
Revenue that an applicant has been certified as the
prof essional golf hall of fame pursuant to s. 288.1168 and is
open to the public, $166,667 shall be distributed nonthly, for
up to 300 nonths, to the applicant.
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1 c. Beginning 30 days after notice by the Ofice of

2| Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent Bepartrent—of

3 | Cormeree to the Departnent of Revenue that the applicant has
4| been certified as an Qoryland facility pursuant to s. 288.1175
5 | thetnternational—Cane—Fish-Assoctation—Wrtd—Center—faciHty
6 | purstant—to—s—288-—1169%-and that the facility is open to the
7 | public, $166, 667$83,333 shall be distributed nonthly, for up
8| to 300 486 nonths, to the applicant. Fhis—distribution—+s
9 | subjeet—toreduction—pursuant—to—s—288—1169—

10 6. Al other proceeds shall remain with the Genera
11 | Revenue Fund.

12 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
13
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16 Provi des qualification requirenments and aPpIicatipn
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