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By Representatives Hafner, QOgles, Eggelletion, Heynan
Kosmas, Rayson, G eenstein, Wse, Ful | er, Bradl ey, Arnall,
Spratt, Murman, Pruitt, L. MIler, Cosgrove, Boyd, Senbler

y, Sanderson, Jones, Ritchie, NMorroni, Stafford, Farkas,
Maygarden and K. Smth

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to collegiate athletics;

3 directing the University of Mam, the

4 University of South Florida, Florida State

5 University, and the University of Florida to

6 devel op and participate in an annual nen's

7 col | egi at e basketbal | tournanent; providing for

8 specified legislative review, authorizing the

9 Legislature to conduct a specified feasibility

10 study; providing an effective date.

11

12 WHEREAS, the State of Florida has four major

13 | universities which have successful, major NCAA coll egiate

14 | basketbal | prograns, and

15 VWHEREAS, each of the universities is a nenber of a

16 | different NCAA athletic conference, the University of M anmi
17 | belonging to the Big East Conference, the University of South
18 | Florida bel onging to Conference USA, Florida State University
19 | belonging to the Atlantic Coast Conference, and the University
20| of Florida belonging to the Sout heastern Conference, and
21 VHEREAS, an intrastate tournanent between the four
22 | universities is a logical concept that would pronpote econonic
23 | devel opnent, create increased interest in collegiate
24 | athletics, and foster university pride, NON THEREFORE,
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. (1) The University of Manm, the
29 | University of South Florida, Florida State University, and the
30| University of Florida are directed to develop, by July 1,
31| 2000, and participate in, an annual nmen's collegiate
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basket bal | tournanment. The tournanent shall consist of a

t wo- gane series between the four teans and shall be held at

Tropicana Field in St. Petershurg.

(2) The Legislature shall review the econom c benefits

of the annual collegi ate basketball tournanent devel oped

pursuant to subsection (1) at the end of the tournanent's

fifth year and at the end of each 5-year period thereafter

(3) In the event that the University of Manm, the

University of South Florida, Florida State University, and the

University of Florida fail to devel op and agree to participate

in the annual nen's coll egi ate basketbal |l tournanent descri bed

in subsection (1) by July 1, 2000, the Legislature is

authorized to examne the feasibility of w thholding

di scretionary funding fromeach of the four universities unti

such tinme as the tournanent is devel oped and agreenent to

participate in the tournanent i s reached.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Directs the University of Mam, the University of_ South
Florida, Florida Statée UnlverS|t% and the Unijversity, of
Florida to develop, by July 1 00, and participate’in,
an annual nen's collegiate basketball t our nanent .

Provi des for |egislative review of the econom c benefits
of the tournanent. Authorizes the Legislature to exam ne
the feasibility of w thholding discre |onar¥ fundi ng from
each of the four universities in the event

universities fail to develo P and a8ree to part|C|pate in
t he annual tournanent by July 1
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