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By Representative Bradl ey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to red tide research and

3 mtigation; establishing a Task Force on

4 Har nful Al gal Bl oons; providing for task force

5 nmenbership and duties; requiring the Florida

6 Mari ne Research Institute to inplenent a

7 program providing |legislative intent;

8 provi di ng program goal s; providing an

9 appropriation; providing an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. (1) There is established a Task Force on
14 | Harnful Al gal Bl oons for the purpose of determning research
15| nonitoring, control, and nitigation strategies for red tide
16 | and other harnful algal bloons in state waters. The Secretary
17 | of Environnental Protection shall appoint to the task force
18 | scientists, engineers, econom sts, nenbers of citizen groups,
19 | and nenbers of governnent. The task force shall determne

20 | research and nonitoring priorities and control and mitigation
21 | strategi es and make recommendati ons to the Departnent of

22 | Environnmental Protection by Cctober 1, 1999, for using funds
23| as provided in this act.

24 (2) The task force shall

25 (a) Review the status and adequacy of information for
26 | nonitoring physical, chem cal, biological, econonic, and

27 | public health factors affecting harnful algal bloons in the
28 | state;

29 (b) Devel op research and nonitoring priorities for

30| harnful algal bloons in the state, including detection

31| prediction, nitigation, and control
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1 (c) Devel op recommendations that can be inpl enented by
2| state and | ocal governnents to develop a response plan and to
3| predict, mtigate, and control the effects of harnful alga

4 | bl oons; and

5 (d) Make recommendations to the departnent by Cctober
6|1, 1999, for research, detection, nonitoring, prediction

7| mtigation, and control of harnful algal bloons in the state.
8 (3) After the conpletion of the tasks specified in

9 | subsection (2), the task force may be continued at the

10 | pl easure of the secretary.

11 Section 2. (1)(a) The Florida Marine Research

12 | Institute shall inplenent a program designed to increase the
13 | knowl edge of factors that control harnful al gal bl oons,

14 | including red tide, and to gain knowl edge to be used for the
15 ] early detection of factors precipitating harnful al gal bl oons,
16 | for accurate prediction of the extent and seriousness of

17 | harnful al gal bl oons, and for undertaking successful efforts
18| to control and nmitigate the effects of harnful al gal bl oons.
19 (b) The Legislature intends that this program enhance
20 | and address areas that are not adequately covered in the
21 | cooperative federal -state program known as Ecol ogy and
22 | Cceanography of Harnful Al gal Bl oonms (ECOHAB- Fl orida), which
23 | includes the University of South Florida, Mdte Marine
24 | Laboratory, and the Departnent of Environnental Protection
25 (c) The goal of this programis to enabl e resource
26 | managers to assess the potential for public health damage and
27 | econonmi ¢ damage froma gi ven bl oom and to undertake contro
28 | and nmitigation efforts through the devel opnent and application
29 | of an integrated detection and prediction network for
30 | nonitoring and responding to the devel opnent and novenent of
31| harnful algal bloons in state marine and estuari ne waters.
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1 (2) A financial disbursenent programis created within
2| the Florida Marine Research Institute to i nplenent the

3| provisions of this act. Under the program the institute shal
4 | provide funding and techni cal assistance to governnent

5| agenci es, research universities, coastal |ocal governnents,

6 | and organi zations with scientific and technical expertise, for
7 | the purposes of harnful -al gal -bl oomresearch, econonic inpact
8 | study, nonitoring, detection, control, and nmitigation. The

9| program may be funded fromstate, federal, and private

10 | contri butions.

11 Section 3. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

12 | General Revenue Fund to the Florida Marine Research Institute
13| for fiscal year 1999-2000 the sumof $3 million to carry out
14 | the purposes of this act.

15 (a) Fromthese funds, the sumof $1 nillion shall be
16 | used for continuation of the contracts for the study of

17 | harnful algal bloons let to Manatee Community Col |l ege, the

18 | University of Florida, the University of Mani, the Nationa
19 | Gceanic and At nospheric Administration, the United States Food
20| and Drug Administration, the St. Johns River Water Managenent
21| District, the Florida Departnent of Health, the Mdte Marine
22 | Laboratory, the Wods Hol e Oceanographic Institution, and the
23 | citizens group Solutions to Avoid Red Tide, in fiscal year
241 1998-1999, in order to bring these 10 studies to conpletion
25| These contracts should pronpte state, federal, and private
26 | partnerships. No nore than $75,000 shall be used by the
27 | Florida Marine Research Institute for technical adnministration
28 | of these contracts. Up to $50,000 shall be used by the
29 | institute to support the travel and documnent - production costs
30| of the Task Force on Harnful Al gal Bl oons.
31
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(b) O the remaining $2 million, $1 mllion shall be

provided to the Mbte Marine Laboratory and $1 million shall be

provided to the Florida Marine Research Institute, to be used

for a cooperative study of harnful algal bloons to address

areas of critical need.

(c) Contractual services procured under this section

are not subject to the provisions of s. 287.057, Florida

St at ut es.
Section 4. No rules shall be required to inpl enent

this act.
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes a Task Force on Harnful Algal Bloons to
determ ne research and nonitoring priofities and contro
and mtigation strategies for harntul algal bloons in
state nmarfine and estuarine waters. Requires
recommendations to the Departnent of Environnental
Protection by October 1, 1999. Provides for a program
wthin the Florida Marine Research Institute to fund the
task force's priorities and provide funding and technica
assi stance to governnental  agencies and reSearch

uni versities and organi zati ons. Provides an

appropri ation.
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