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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to conmunity coll eges;
3 provi ding an appropriation to the Conm ssioner
4 of Education to enter into an agreenent with
5 t he Sout hern Regi onal Education Board to
6 support a "Conpact for Faculty D versity
7 Progranmt to increase the nunber of mnority
8 personnel hol di ng doctoral degrees in sel ected
9 Fl orida community col |l eges; providing for
10 schol arshi ps; establishing a process for
11 sel ection of community college and mnority
12 partici pants; providing requirenents of
13 doctoral candidates; requiring service or
14 repayment; requiring rules; providing an
15 ef fective date.
16
17 WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature recognizes the
18 | underrepresentation of ethnic and gender minorities as faculty
19 | and executive, administrative, and nmanagerial personnel in
20| Florida community col |l eges, and
21 WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature is interested in
22 | increasing the nunber of ethnic and gender ninorities enployed
23| in these positions, and
24 WHEREAS, national availability statistics indicate a
25 | severe shortage of nminorities holding the requisite degrees to
26 | enter the pool as faculty senior-level enployees in Florida
27 | community coll eges, and
28 WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature wishes to establish a
29 | neans to develop, utilize, pronote, and nai ntai n human
30| resources currently enployed in the Florida Community Coll ege
31| System NOW THEREFORE
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. The sum of $240,000 is hereby appropriated
4| for fiscal year 1999-2000 fromthe General Revenue Fund to the
5| Florida Comni ssioner of Education to enter into an agreenent
6 | with the Southern Regi onal Education Board to support a

7 |"Conpact For Faculty Diversity Program" The agreenent shal

8 | provide for 10 schol arshi ps of $8, 000 per candi date, per year,
9] as a neans to increase the nunber of mnority doctora

10| scholars in Florida comunity colleges. The funds shall be
11 | mai ntained in an account of the Ofice of the Conm ssioner of
12 | Education and shall be appropriated at an anmount of $80, 000
13 | per year for 3 consecutive years. The Legislature intends

14 | that the Southern Regional Education Board will nake

15| arrangenents with participating state boards, institutions,
16 | and foundations for tuition and fee waivers or schol arshi ps
17 | for the candi dates sel ect ed.

18 Section 2. The selection of participating institutions
19 | shall be based on the identification by the State Board of

20| Community Colleges of institutions in the Florida Community
21| Col |l ege System whi ch have denpbnstrated conmitnent to

22 | increasing diversity anpbng faculty and senior-1evel personne
23| and willingness to grant its participants 3 years of rel ease
24 | tinme for doctoral study. Mnority enpl oyees hol ding the

25| credentials to enter doctoral prograns shall be nominated to
26 | the State Board of Community Col |l eges and provi ded support by
27 | their respective institutions. The sponsoring community

28 | coll ege shall provide full benefits and may provide up to

29 | one-half of the annual salary earned by the candidate at the
30| tinme of initial approval for program participation. Two

31| ethnic and/or gender ninority enpl oyees per region, anong the
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five regions identified by the Florida Association of

Community Col |l eges, shall be selected by the State Board of

Community Colleges to participate. Preference shall be given

to ethnic mnorities in the selection of candi dates.

Section 3. Program participants nust seek and attain

admi ssion to a doctoral programin a participating public

institution identified by the Sout hern Regi onal Education

Board. Participants also nust attend school full tine and

pursue a doctoral degree in any field, with enphasis on

mat hemati cs, science, and fields other than educati on or

pr of essi onal areas.

Section 4. Upon conpletion of the program doctoral

scholars nust agree to the followi ng: provide at |least 1 ful

academ c year of service to the community coll ege where he or

she is enpl oyed for each year of funding in the program or

repay to the Ofice of the Conmi ssioner of Education an anount

equal to the total cost of state support provided by the

program and repay to the sponsoring community coll ege an

anount equal to the total cost of salary support provided by

the community coll ege. The manner of repaynent shall be

establi shed by the Ofice of the Conmm ssioner of Education

Section 5. The State Board of Community Col |l eges shal

adopt rules for the inplenentation of this act, including

provisions for the exenption of an individual fromthe

requi renments of section 4 based on a denobnstration of

har dshi p.
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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