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HOUSE AMENDMENT
581- 142AXB- 38 Bill No. HB 1853

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Harrington offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

On page 8, between lines 18 and 19, of the bil

i nsert:

Section 5. Section 230.23027, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

230.23027 Small School District Stabilization
Program - -

(1) There is created the Snall School District
Stabilization Programto assist school districts in rura

communi ties that docunent econonic conditions or other

significant conmrunity influences that negatively inpact the

school district. The purpose of the programis to provide

techni cal assistance and financial support to maintain the

stability of the educational programin the school district. A

rural conmunity neans a county with a popul ation of 75,000 or

| ess; or a county with a popul ation of 100,000 or less that is

contiguous to a county with a popul ati on of 75,000 or |ess.

(2) In order to participate in this program a schoo
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581- 142AXB- 38 Bill No. HB 1853
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

district nust be located in a rural area of critical economc

concern designated by the Executive Ofice of the Governor

and the school board nust submt a resolution to the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent requesting

participation in the program A rural area of critica

econom ¢ concern nust be a rural community, or a region

conposed of such, that has been adversely affected by an

extraordi nary economic event or a natural disaster or that

presents a uni que econoni ¢ devel opnment concern or opportunity

of regional inpact. The resol uti on nust be acconpanied with

docunentati on of the economic conditions in the community,

provide information indicating the negative inpact of these

conditions on the school district's financial stability, and

the school district nust participate in a best financial

nmanagenent practices review to deternine potential

efficiencies that could be inplenented to reduce program costs

in the district.

(3) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent, in consultation with the Departnent of Education,

shal|l review the resolution and other information required by

subsection (2) and deterni ne whether the school district is

eligible to participate in the program Factors infl uencing

the office's deternmnation may include, but are not linted

to, reductions in the county tax roll resulting from busi ness

cl osures or other causes, or a reduction in student enroll nent

due to business closures or inpacts in the | ocal econony.
(4) Effective July 1, 2000, and thereafter, when the
O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent authori zes

a school district to participate in the program the

Legislature may give priority to that district for a best

financi al nmanagenent practices review in the school district,
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as authorized in s. 11.515, to the extent that funding is

provided annually for such purpose in the Genera

Appropriations Act. The scope of the review shall be as set
forth ins. 11.515.

(5) Effective July 1, 2000, and thereafter, the
Departnent of Education may award the school district a

stabilization grant intended to protect the district from

continued financial reductions. The anobunt of the grant wll

be deternined by the Departnent of Education and may be

equi val ent to the amount of the decline in revenues projected

for the next fiscal year. In addition, the Ofice of Tourism

Trade, and Econoni c Devel opment nay inplenent a rural econonic

devel opnent initiative to identify the economic factors that

are negatively inpacting the community and nmay consult with

Enterprise Florida, Inc., in developing a plan to assist the

county with its econonic transition. The grant will be

avail able to the school district for a period of up to 5 years

to the extent that funding is provided for such purpose in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act.

(6) Based on the availability of funds the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent or the Departnment of

Education may enter into contracts or issue grants necessary

to inplenent the program

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 26,

after the second sem col on insert:
creating s. 230.23027, F.S.; establishing the
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Smal | School District Stabilization Program
providing for a best financial nanagenent
practices review of certain snall districts;
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