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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1866
By Senat or Wbster

12-1333B- 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the use of force by | aw
enforcenent officers or correctional officers
anending s. 776.06, F.S.; providing that the
term"deadly force" does not include the
di scharge of a firearmduring and within the
scope of his or her official duties which is
| oaded with a |l ess-lethal mnunition; defining
the term"less-lethal nmunition"; providing that
a law enforcenent officer or correctiona
officer is not civilly or crimnally liable for
the good-faith use of any less-lethal nunition
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 776.06, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

776.06 Deadly force.--

(1) The term"deadly force" means force that whieh is
likely to cause death or great bodily harm and includes, but

is not limted to:

(a)td)y The firing of a firearmin the direction of the
person to be arrested, even though no intent exists to kill or
inflict great bodily harm and

(b)t2) The firing of a firearmat a vehicle in which
the person to be arrested is riding.

(2)(a) The term"deadly force" does not include the

di scharge of a firearmby a | aw enforcenent officer or

correctional officer during and within the scope of his or her

official duties which is | oaded with a |l ess-lethal nunition
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As used in this subsection the term"less-lethal nunition"

neans a projectile that is designed to stun, tenporarily

i ncapacitate, or cause tenporary disconfort to a person

Wi t hout penetrating the person's body.

(b) A law enforcenent officer, a correctional officer

or an enployer of a | aw enforcenent officer or correctiona

officer is not liable in any civil or crimnal action arising

out of the use of any less-lethal nmunition in good faith

during and within the scope of his or her official duties.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY
Provides that the term"deadly force" does not include
t he discharge of a fi rearn1by a |law enforcenment officer
or correctional officer durinhg and within the scope of
his or her official dutles ifthe firearmis loaded with

a less-lethal nunition. Defines the tern1"|ess | et ha
nunltlon to nean a PFOJeCtI|e de3|?ned to stun,
orarily incapacitat cause tenporary disconfort
out penetrating a person's bod Provides that a | aw
enforcenent of ficef or correctiona offlcer i s not
civilly or crimnally liable for the good-faith use of

| ess-1ethal munitions.
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