Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1878

By the Cormittee on Agriculture and Consuner Services; and
Senat or Jones

303- 2041A-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to euthanasia of aninals;

3 anending s. 828.058, F.S.; revising

4 requi renments for euthanasia of aninals;

5 requiring anesthetizing under certain

6 ci rcunstances; providing for procedures

7 requi red for euthanasia of animals other than

8 dogs and cats; authorizing agents of societies
9 or associations for the prevention of cruelty
10 to animals to humanely destroy an ani nal under
11 energency situations; revising requirenents for
12 eut hanasi a technician certification; requiring
13 the presence of at |east two persons to perform
14 eut hanasi a except in energency situations;

15 speci fying methods for confirmation of death;
16 authori zing certified euthanasia technicians to
17 transport sodi um pent obarbital for energency

18 field euthanasia and providing requirenents

19 Wi th respect thereto; providing for

20 applicability of provisions relating to cruelty
21 to animals and the penalties attached thereto;
22 repealing s. 828.065, F.S., relating to

23 eut hanasi a of animals offered or obtained for
24 sal e by pet shops, to conform providing an

25 ef fective date.

26

27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28

29 Section 1. Section 828.058, Florida Statutes, is
30 | anended to read:

31 828. 058 Eut hanasi a of ani nal s dogs—ant—<cats. - -
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(1)(a) Conmercially prepared sodi um pentobarbita

whose only indication is for euthanasia of ani nal s—a——setium
pentobarbi-ta—derivativer-or ot her agent the Board of

Veterinary Medicine may approve by rule shall be the only
net hods used for euthanasia of animals degs—and—eats by public
or private agencies excluding the Departnent of Agriculture

and Consuner Services, aninmal shelters, or other facilities

which are operated for the collection and care of stray,
negl ect ed, abandoned, or unwanted ani nals and for euthanasia

of animals offered or obtained for sale by pet shops.

(b) A lethal solution shall be adm nistered by neans
of used—+n—thefoHowngorder—of—preference-

&) intravenous, ihjecti-en—by hypoderiecneedter

tb) intraperitoneal, or injectien—by hypodertie
nreedle—

te)y intracardial injection by hypodermic needle, or

any conbi nati on of such nethods. —of

te)- However, as a last option, a lethal solution or
powder may be given orally added—to—food.

(2) Any ani ml A-deg—er—cat may be tranquilized,

sedated, or anesthetized with an approved and humane substance

before euthanasia is perforned. However, any aninmal to be

admi ni stered an intracardial injection nust be unconsci ous or

deeply anesthetized prior to the injection, and a feral or

fractious dog or cat that cannot be handl ed humanel y usi ng an

acceptabl e l evel of restraint nust be deeply anestheti zed

prior to euthanasia.

(3) \When euthani zing any ani nal, procedures

establi shed by the Board of Veterinary Medicine by rule for

such purpose nmust be foll owed.
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(4) (a) 3y Succinyl choline chloride, curare, curariform
m xtures, any substance which acts as a neuronuscul ar bl ocki ng
agent, or a chanmber which causes a change in body oxygen may
not be used on any ani mal a—deg—er—eat for any purpose.

(b) Hewever\Wenever an energency situation exists
which requires the i medi ate euthanasia of an injured,
di seased, or dangerous aninmal, a | aw enforcenent officer, a
veterinarian, or an agent of a local animal control unit or
soci ety or association for the prevention of cruelty to

animal s or the designee of such an agent may hunanely destroy
the aninal, as provided in s. 828.05.

(5)t4)y(a) Euthanasia shall be performed only by a
| icensed veterinarian or an enpl oyee or agent of a public or
private agency, animal shelter, or other facility that is
operated for the collection and care of stray, neglected,
abandoned, or unwanted ani mal s. —proevided The enpl oyee or
agent nust have has successfully conpleted a 16-hour
eut hanasi a technician certification course. The curriculum for
such course nust be approved by the Board of Veterinary
Medi ci ne, nust require actual performance of euthanasi a, and

nmust include, at a mininmum the pharnacol ogy, proper

admi ni stration, and storage of euthanasia solutions; federal
and state |l aws regulating the storage and accountability of
eut hanasi a sol utions; euthanasia technician stress nanagenent;
and proper disposal of euthanized aninmals. In order for

persons who attend eut hanasia certification workshops to be

certified through the Florida Aninmal Control Association, the

person teaching the course nust be |licensed or certified as

provided in this paragraph and approved by the association's

board of directors. An enpl oyee or agent nust obtain
certification before perforning any euthanasi a befere—Gctober
3
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(b) Any person who on October 1, 1999, was a

eut hanasi a technician certified under the previous

requi renents of paragraph (a) need not conply with this

secti on.
(6) Euthanasia on an ani mal under this section nust be

perforned in a humane and efficient manner and nust be

perforned by at | east two persons, of whomonly the person

admi ni stering the drug nust be licensed or certified in

accordance with the provisions of paragraph (5)(a). However,

in energency situations, in order to prevent the unnecessary

suffering of an animal, euthanasia nmay be perforned solely by

a person licensed or certified in accordance with the

provi si ons of paragraph (5)(a).

(7) by An _ani mal Ne—deg—or—cat- may not be |eft

unattended between the tine euthanasia procedures are first

begun, including the tinme of induction if tranquilizers,

sedati ves, or anesthetics are adm nistered,and the tine death

is confirned; eeceurs,nor may its body be di sposed of unti

death is confirmed by a |licensed veterinarian or a certified

eut hanasi a techni ci an guatH+ed—person. Death nust be

confirnmed by the presence of rigor nortis or by the absence of

a heart beat, determ ned through the use of a stethoscope
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acconpani ed by the absence of corneal reflex or through

cardi ac puncture.

(8) Acertified euthanasia technician nay transport

sodi um pentobarbital in an authorized vehicle for the purpose

of energency field euthanasia, provided the drug is kept in a

substantially constructed and securely | ocked box which is

i nside the cab or operator section of the vehicle and secured

to the vehicle chassis. However, when the certified euthanasia

technician is off duty, the drug nust be renpved fromthe

vehicle and stored in its designated pl ace.

(9) Each public or private agency, aninmal shelter, or

other facility that is operated for the collection and care of

stray, negl ected, abandoned, or unwanted aninmals shall have on

prem se, available for inspection, witten protocol pertaining

to euthanasia. This protocol nmust be initially, and at | east

once a year thereafter, reviewed and approved by a

veterinarian licensed to practice in this state.

(10) Each public or private agency, animal shelter, or

other facility that is operated for the collection and care of

stray, neglected, abandoned, or unwanted aninmals is

responsible for ensuring that witten protocol pertaining to

eut hanasi a which conplies with the rules of the Board of

Veterinary Medicine is foll owned.

(11) {5y The state attorney nay bring an action to
enjoin any violation of this section att.

(12) {6 Any person who viol ates the—proevistons—of this

section conmts aet—+s—guitty—of a nm sdeneanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

However, this section does not preclude the filing of

m sdenmeanor or felony charges for cruelty to animal s under s.
828. 12.
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Section 2. Section 828.065, Florida Statutes, is

r epeal ed
Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1878

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1878 is different from

Senate Bill 1878 in that it:

- Exenpts the DePartnent_of Agricul ture and Consuner
Services fromthe provisions of the bill

- Fﬁquigeflpet shops to be subject to the provisions of

i's bill.

- Repeal s section 828.065, Florida Statutes, Euthanasia of
animals offered for sale by pet shops.

- Requi res procedures established by the Board of
Veterinary Medicine rules to be foll owed when
eut hani zi hg any ani mal .

- Del etes the provision requiring newmy hired ani ma
control officers to conplete an additional eight hours
of certification.

- Requires public or private agency, aninal shelter or
other facility that collects and cares for stray,
negl ect ed, abandoned or unwanted aninals to have a
written protocol that:

- - Pertains to euthanasia and is avail able for
i nspection;

-- Conplies with rules of the Board of the Veterinary
Medi ci ne; and

- - Is revi ewed and aﬂproved by a |icensed
veterinarian of this state, initially and at |east
once a year.
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