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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1887

By the Committee on Uilities & Conmunications and
Represent ati ve Roj as

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to water and wastewat er;
anending s. 367.022, F.S.; clarifying an
exenption for resellers fromregulation as a
utility by the Public Service Comn ssion
anendi ng 367.0814, F.S.; authorizing the
conmi ssion to authorize the collection of
interimrates under certain circunstances;
providing criteria; authorizing the conm ssion
to require collection of certain rate
differentials; providing for finalization of
interimrates under certain circunstancs;
providing for refund of certain rate
differentials under certain circunstances;
anending s. 367.082, F.S.; clarifying a
procedure relating to a withdrawal of a request
for rate relief during the pendency of a rate
case; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (8) of section 367.022, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

367.022 Exenptions.--The followi ng are not subject to
regulation by the comrission as a utility nor are they subject
to the provisions of this chapter, except as expressly
provi ded:

(8) Any person who resells water or wastewater service
at a rate or charge which does not exceed the actual purchase

price of the water or wastewater thereef—+f—suchperson—{ites

at—teast—annva-y—wth—the—econm-sston—atHst—of—charges—and
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Section 2. Section 367.0814, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

367.0814 Rates and charges; requests for staff
assi stance in changing. --

(1) The commission may establish rules by which a
water or wastewater utility whose gross annual revenues are
$150, 000 or less may request and obtain staff assistance for
t he purpose of changing its rates and charges. A utility may
request staff assistance by filing an application with the
conmi ssi on.

(2) The official date of filing is established as 30
days after official acceptance by the comm ssion of the
application. If a utility does not remt a fee, as provided
by s. 367.145, within 30 days after acceptance, the conmi ssion
may deny the application. The conmission has 15 nonths after
the official date of filing within which to issue a fina
order.

(3) The provisions of s. 367.081(1), (2)(a), and (3)
shall apply in deternining the utility's rates and charges.

(4) The conmission may, upon its own notion, or upon

petition fromthe regulated utility, authorize the collection

of interimrates until the effective date of the final order

Such interimrates may be based upon a test period different

fromthe test period used in the request for permanent rate

relief. To establish interimrelief, there nust be a

denonstration that the operati on and nmi nt enance expenses

exceed the revenues of the regulated utility, and interim
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rates shall not exceed the | evel necessary to cover operation

and nmai nt enance expenses as defined by the Uniform System of
Accounts for Class C Water and Wastewater Uilities (1996) of
the National Association of Regulatory Wility Comm ssioners.

(5) The commission may require that the difference

between the interimrates and the previously authorized rates

be col |l ected under bond, escrow, letter of credit, or

corporate undertaking subject to refund with interest at a

rate ordered by the conmmi ssion.

(6)t4)y The utility, in requesting staff assistance,
shall agree to accept the final rates and charges approved by
the comi ssion unless the final rates and charges produce |ess
revenue than the existing rates and charges.

(7)£5)r In the event of a protest or appeal by a party
other than the utility, the conmi ssion nmay provide for
tenmporary rates subject to refund with interest.

(8)¢6)y If a utility becomes exenpt from conm ssion
regulation or jurisdiction during the pendency of a
staff-assisted rate case, the request for rate relief is
deened to have been withdrawn. Interimrates, if previously

approved, shall becone final.Tenporary rates, if previously

approved, nust be discontinued, and any noney coll ected
pursuant to the tenporary rates, or the difference between

tenmporary and interimrates, if previously approved, must be

refunded to the custoners of the utility with interest.

(8) 7 The conmi ssion may by rule establish standards
and procedures whereby rates and charges of snall utilities
may be set using criteria other than those set forth in s.
367.081(1), (2)(a), and (3).

Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 367.082, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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367.082 Interimrates; procedure.--

(7) If autility becones exenpt from conm ssion
regul ati on er—uriseietion during the pendency of a rate case,
the request for rate relief pending before the commission is
deened to have been withdrawn. Interimrates, if previously
approved, nust be discontinued, and any noney coll ected
pursuant to interimrate relief nust be refunded to the
custoners of the utility with interest.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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Clarifies an exenption for resellers fron1re?ulation as a
utility by the Public Service Commi ssion. Authorizes the
conm sSion to authorize the collection of interimrates
until a final order is effectlve and aut hori zes the
conmm ssion to require collection of the difference
between interimrates and previously authorized rates.
Provides for finalization of interimrates and for
refunding of the difference between tenporary rates and
interimrates.
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