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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1917
By Representative Ryan

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to teacher training centers;
creating s. 231.6015, F.S., relating to teacher
training centers; providing legislative intent;
defining terns; establishing procedures for
center approval; providing for funding;
requiring each teacher training center to be
operated by a board of directors; providing
nmenbership requirenents and duties; requiring
t he adoption of rules; requiring an annua
report; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 231.6015, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
231.6015 Teacher training centers.--ln order to

provide the school districts and teachers of the state with an

opportunity to devel op systenmatic, ongoing inservice training

prograns, to assure the dissenination and application of

educati onal research devel opnents to classroominstruction

and to develop new curricula and curricular materials

specifically designed to neet the educational needs of the

students served, the Conmm ssioner of Education shall, from

funds appropriated for this purpose and subject to the

procedures established in this section, provide funds to

school boards to plan, establish, and operate teacher training

centers.
(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Teacher training center" neans any site

establ i shed by a school board, or consortium of school boards,
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1| pursuant to this section to provide professional support

2| services to teachers within the state in order to:

3 1. Assist teachers in diagnosing |earning needs,

4 | experinenting with the use of nmultiple instructiona

5 | approaches, assessing student outcones, assessing staff

6 | devel opnent needs and pl ans, and training other schoo

7 | personnel in effective pedagogi cal approaches.

8 2. Provide denpbnstration and training sites where

9| instructional personnel are trained specifically in the use of
10 | conputers as teaching aides and as delivery systens.

11 3. Devel op and produce curricula and curricul ar

12 | material designed to neet the educati onal needs of the

13 | students being served through the application of educationa
14 | research, and new or inproved teachi ng nethods, practices, and
15 | t echni ques.

16 4. Provide training to enable teachers inprove skills
17 1 in order to neet the educational needs of the pupils they

18 | serve

19 5. Provide a location for collaboration and the
20 | sharing of resources, ideas, nethods, and approaches rel ated
21| to classroominstructi on and nmanagenent.
22 6. Retrain teachers and ot her educati on personnel to
23 | becone better qualified to teach in rapidly evol ving, high
24 | technol ogy disciplines including nmathematics, science, and
25 | conput er technol ogy.
26 (b) "Site" neans the location or |ocations where the
27 | curricul um devel opnent and training activities of the teacher
28 | training center take pl ace.
29 (2) Pursuant to this section and State Board of
30 | Education rule, any school board, or consortium of schoo
31| boards, requesting funds for the planning, establishnment, or
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operation of a teacher training center shall apply to the

Commi ssi oner of Education. The State Board of Educati on shal

adopt rul es which establish criteria and standards by which

each application shall be eval uated which nust include the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Conpliance with requirenents set forth in | aw

(b) The extent of participation by the teacher

training center board in the preparation of the application

(c) The existence of fornally established policies to

guide the work of the board in an effective and efficient

manner .
(d) The extent to which activities fulfill the
pur poses set forth in this section.

(e) The strength of linkages with institutions of

hi gher education and with other cultural and educationa

institutions which provide | earning technol ogy inservice

t rai ni ng.
(f) The adequacy of the resources and facilities to

carry out the proposed activities.

(g) \Whether the proposed cost is reasonable in

relation to expected outcomnes.

The commi ssi oner shall review each application and reconrend

to the state board the approval of those centers neeting the

requi renments of this section; however, the regiona

distribution of sites may be considered as a factor in

reconmendation for approval. Based on the recommendati ons of

the comi ssioner, the state board shall approve the

establ i shnent of teacher training centers. The state board

nust notify the applicant of reasons for denial of an

application. A school district may submit a revised
3
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application for further consideration by the conm ssioner and

t he state board.

(3) The State Board of Education shall provide funding

for the planning establishnent, or operation of a teacher

training center to each school board, or consortium of schoo

boards, whose application is approved according to subsection

(2), to the extent specifically provided annually by the

Legislature in the General Appropriations Act.

(4) Each teacher training center shall be operated by

a board of directors, the powers and duties of which shal

i ncl ude conducting training needs assessnents; formul ating

policy; enploying a center director and staff or consultants;

conducting training activities including workshops, semn nars,

and teacher "exchanges"; devel opi ng a budget and controlling

t he expenditure of funds; nmking recommendati ons for

subcontracting to secure technical and other kinds of

assi stance; and nmnagi ng and supervising the activities of the

teacher training center. Each board nust i ncl ude:

(a) A mjority of nenbers who are el enentary and

secondary school teachers representative of teachers served by

the training center.

(b) Individual s designated by the school board.

(c) At least one individual designated by the

institutions of higher education |located in the area served by

t he center.

(d) At least one parent of an elenentary or secondary
pupi | .

(e) At least one representative of a business or

i ndustry.
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1| The board of directors shall elect a chairperson fromits

2 | menbership by majority vote.

3 (5) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

4 | necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section

5 (6) By January 1, annually, the board of directors of

6 | each teacher training center shall subnit to the Conm ssioner

7 | of Education a report which includes a sutmmary of the

8| activities of the teacher training center and an eval uati on of

9| the effectiveness of these activities in providing

10| high-quality, cost-effective inservice professiona

11 | devel opnent.

12 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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