Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1957
By Representative Fl anagan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water resources; creating

3 the Florida Cceans Study Committee; providing

4 nmenber shi p; providing for a report; providing

5 contents of the report; requiring the comittee

6 to reconmend priority research, scientific

7 noni tori ng needs, and specified funding

8 nechani sns; creating the Florida Ccean

9 Conmi ssi on; providing for appointnent of

10 nmenbers; providing duties of the conmission

11 providing for annual reports; providing an

12 appropriation; providing an effective date.

13

14 WHEREAS, Florida, the fourth largest state in the

15 | union, having the |longest coastline in the contiguous United
16 | States, possesses an abundance of fresh water bodies in a

17 | peni nsul a bounded by the @ulf of Mexico and the Atlantic

18 | Ccean, and

19 WHEREAS, a thin strip of land of nearly 35.7 million
20| acres, Florida is bounded on three sides by the ocean, and
21 WHEREAS, approximately 8,400 miles of tidal coastline
22 | wap around the state, and below its southern tip lie the only
23| living coral reefs in North Arerica - the third |l argest cora
24 | reef in the world, and
25 VWHEREAS, Florida's territorial waters extend three
26 | mles beyond its shores into the Atlantic Ccean and three
27 | marine | eagues, or approximately 10 mles, into the aulf of
28 | Mexi co, and
29 WHEREAS, as an economic engine, Florida's oceans form
30| the basis for three of its npost inportant industries,
31| including fishing, shipping, and tourism and
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WHEREAS, but while they are vast, Florida' s ocean
resources are not inexhaustible, and

WHEREAS, i ncreasing demands for Florida' s ocean
resources, coupled with an ever-growing ability to recover
t hose resources, are threatening the health and vitality of
Fl ori da's oceans, and

WHEREAS, in response to this need, the | ate Governor
Lawt on Chil es appointed the Florida Governor's Ccean Committee
for the purpose of pronoting public awareness of the
significance of the ocean to Florida, as well as guiding the
state's efforts to develop and inplenment a coordi nated and
conpr ehensi ve ocean resources nanagenent strategy, and

WHEREAS, since its inception in January 1998, the
24-menber Florida Governor's Ccean Conmittee has nmet severa
times and submitted a prelimnary report to the Governor
entitled "Florida's Ccean Chal |l enges," and

VHEREAS, the conm ttee considered several of the
managenent chal | enges and has devel oped an interimdraft
docunent of nmnagenent strategies and actions and is preparing
to receive public input for the next six nonths, and

WHEREAS, in order to nmaintain the nonentum continuity,
and i nportant work of this commttee, it is the purpose of
this act to reconstitute the Florida Governor's Ccean
Committee, renanmed as the Florida Cceans Study Conmittee, for
t he purpose of conpleting the work it began and to pave the
way for the inplenentation of the conmittee's recomendati ons
t hrough the establishnent of a Florida Ocean Comm ssion, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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1 Section 1. Florida Cceans Study Conmittee. --

2 (1) CREATION, MEMBERSHI P. --The Fl orida Governor's

3| Ccean Conmittee is hereby renaned the Florida Cceans Study

4| Conmmittee. The initial nenbers of the Florida Ocean's Study

5| Conmittee shall be the nmenbers of the Florida Governor's Ccean
6| Coomittee who are serving on the comrittee on the effective

7| date of this act, who nmay serve the renminder of their terns

8 | through June 30, 2000. Menbers of the conmittee shall serve

9 | without conpensation but shall be reinbursed for per diem and
10 | travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061. The Coast al

11 | Zone Managenent Section of the Departnent of Community Affairs
12 | shall provide staff to the Florida Cceans Study Conmittee.

13 (2) REPORT.--The final report of the Florida Oceans

14 | Study Conmittee shall be submitted to the Governor, the

15| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

16 | Representatives no later than February 1, 2000. The report

17 | shall address specific priorities for a coordi nated nanagenent
18 | policy for Florida's oceans, including effective public

19 | outreach and education. The committee shall reconmrend priority
20 | research and scientific nonitoring needs, and fundi ng
21 | nechani sns for a conprehensive scientific assessnent of the
22 | present status and future vitality and health of Florida's
23 | oceans in consultation with the Florida nenbers of the
24 | Sout hern Association of Marine Laboratories, Eckerd Coll ege,
25| the Florida Institute of Cceanography, the Florida Institute
26 | of Technol ogy, the Florida Marine Research Institute, Florida
27 | State University, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution
28 | Inc., Mote NMarine Laboratory, Nova Sout heastern University,
29 | the University of Florida, the University of Manm, the
30| University of South Florida, and the Florida Sea G ant
31| Program The committee shall al so explore cost-sharing avenues
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with the Federal Governnent and appropriate and equitabl e

funding responsibilities of federal agencies which nay be of

benefit to the state.

Section 2. Florida Ccean Commi ssion. --
(1) CREATION. --Foll owing the subnission of the fina
report by the Florida Oceans Study Committee in February 2000,

the Governor shall appoint the nenbers of the Florida Ccean

Conmi ssion as provided in subsection (2). The Governor shal

nmake all appointnents to the conmission no |later than

Sept enber 30, 2000. The conmission shall renmain in existence

t hrough June 30, 2005. The exi stence of the conm ssion nay be

ext ended, subject to review and approval by the Legi sl ature.
(2) MEMBERSHI P. --The Fl orida Ocean Commi ssi on shal
consi st of 24 nenbers to be appointed by the Governor. The

appoi nted nenbers of the conm ssion shall consist of

representatives fromthe Departnent of Conmunity Affairs, the

Departnent of Environnental Protection, the Departnent of

State, the Department of Agriculture and Consuner Services,
t he Departnent of Education, the Fish and Wldlife
Conservati on Commi ssion, the Executive Ofice of the Governor

and | ocal representatives fromthe fields of conservation

educati on, science, |law, recreation, and busi ness. Six ex

of ficio nmenbers shall be appointed to represent the Federa

Governnent, fromthe Departnent of Defense, the Arny Corps of

Engi neers, the Departnent of the Interior, the Nationa

Cceani ¢ and Atnobspheric Admi nistration, the Environnental
Protecti on Agency, and the Coast GQuard. Menbers of the
conm ssion shall serve w thout conpensation but shall be

rei mbursed for per diemand travel expenses in accordance with
s. 112.061.
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(3) DUTIES. --It shall be the duty of the commission to
i npl erent the recomendati ons of the Florida Cceans Study

Conmi ttee and provide ongoi ng coordi nati on and oversi ght of

ocean policy issues.
(4) REPORTS. --The conmi ssion shall submt annua
reports with recommendati ons on significant ocean policy

i ssues to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Section 3. There is appropriated for fiscal year 1999

t he sum of $80,000 fromfunds in the General Revenue Fund for

t he expenses of the Florida Oceans Study Committee. OF the

appropriated funds, up to $30,000 may be utilized for

wor kshops and activities related to developing priority

research and scientific nonitoring needs for Florida's waters.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Renanes the Florida Governor's Ccean Committee as the

Fl orida Cceans Study Conmttee, and_continues the

exi stence of the comittee through June 30, 2000.

Provi des that the current nmenberS of the commttee shal

continue to serve as nenbers of the study commttee.

Provi des for subm ssion of final report to the Governor
by February 2000, Requires the commttee to reconmrend

Prlorlty research, scientific npnitoring needs, and
undi ng” mechani sns for a conprehensive Scientitfic.

assessirent _of the present status and future vitality
health of Florida's oceans. Provides an appropriatio

t he expenses of the study conmittee.

(gl=n

and
n for

Creates a 24-nenber Florida Ocean Conm ssion for the
Eurppse of inplenmenting the reconmendations of the,

| orida Cceans Study Conmttee and to provi de ongoi ng
coordi nation_and oversight of the state's ocean policy

i ssues. Provides for aPﬂ0|ntnent of comm ssion nenbers by
the Governor no | ater an Septenber 2000. Provides for
annual reports.
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