Florida Senate - 1999 SB 200
By Senator Brown-Wiite

10-477-99 See HB 3
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to child identification
3 providing a short title; providing |egislative
4 intent; requiring hospitals and birthing
5 centers to notify parents of the availability
6 of the Child lIdentification Program requiring
7 hospitals and birthing centers to provide
8 identification services to the parent upon
9 payment of a fee; encouragi ng physicians to
10 participate in the Child ldentification
11 Program prohibiting the creation or
12 mai nt enance of certain records; providing an
13 ef fective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Child identification program --
18 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This act may be cited as the "Child
19| Identification Program' Act.
20 (2) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature
21| finds that the new technol ogy of DNA testing is of great
22 | potential benefit to the residents of this state. Having a
23| child' s DNA sanple available will enable parents to better
24 | assist law enforcenent in finding and identifying a child in
25| the unfortunate event of a child' s di sappearance or abduction
26 | as well as identifying children who may be victins in an
27 | accident or natural disaster. Cbtaining a DNA sanple sinply
28 | requires the placenent of a drop of blood on specially treated
29 | paper for long termstorage by the parent. It is the intent of
30| the Legislature that all health care providers, including
31
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1| hospitals, birthing centers, and physicians, assist parents in
2 | obtaining the sanple for safekeeping by the parent.

3 (3) REQUI REMENT FOR HOSPI TALS AND BI RTHI NG CENTERS TO
4 | ASSI ST PARENTS I N THE CHI LD | DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM - - Every

5] licensed hospital and every licensed birthing center shall,

6 | upon adnission for a | abor and delivery, notify the parent as
7| part of the admi ssion process that the hospital or birthing

8| center is a participant in the Child ldentification Program

9] and will provide a DNA sanple for identification purposes to
10 | the parent upon request and upon paynent of a fee to be

11 | determined by the hospital or birthing center. The fee nay

12 | not exceed the reasonabl e cost of obtaining the sanple and

13 | necessary materials. |f the parent elects to participate and
14 | pays the fee, the hospital or birthing center shall obtain the
15 | DNA sanpl e and provide the sanple to the parent for

16 | safekeeping. Nothing in this section shall be considered as a
17 | health service under the Medicaid program and the fee paid is
18 | not subject to the copaynent linitations set forth in section
19 ] 409.9081, Florida Statutes. No copy or record of any DNA

20 | sanpl es provided to a parent shall be created or naintained by
21| any entity participating in the Child ldentification Program
22 (4) PARTIClI PATI ON BY PHYSI Cl ANS. - -The Legi sl ature

23 | encourages all physicians who provide prinary care to children
24 | born prior to the inplenentation of the Child ldentification
25| Programto voluntarily participate and offer the Child

26 | ldentification Programto their patients. The Board of

27 | Medicine is encouraged to assist |licensed physicians in

28 | | earni ng about and participating in the Child ldentification
29 | Program

30 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
31| law.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Creates the Child Identification Progra
health care providers, including hospit
centers, and physicians, to assist pare
| sanpl e for safekeeping by the paren
i dentification purposes. ?See bill for
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