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By Senator Dyer

14- 650- 99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; creating the

3 "Maxi mum School Size Act"; providing

4 | egi slative findings; requiring schoo

5 districts to subnit plans to the Departnent of

6 Education for decreasing the size of public

7 school s; prescribing information to be included

8 in the plans; prohibiting such plans from

9 conflicting with current lawrelating to class

10 size, constructi on standards, or construction

11 costs per student; requiring the departnent to

12 submt a report and recomendation to the

13 Legi sl ature and the Governor; providing an

14 ef fective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17

18 Section 1. This act nmay be cited as the "Maxi num
19 | School Size Act.”
20 Section 2. (1) Based on extensive and reliable
21 | research the Legislature finds that studies indicate that
22 | small school size:
23 (a) Pronotes student achi evenent and sense of
24 | bel ongi ng;
25 (b) Inproves teacher performance and satisfaction
26 | creating a nore collaborative effort anong col | eagues;
27 (c) Reduces the nunber of acts of social disruption
28| and crimnality; and
29 (d) Increases parental involvenent in student |earning
30 | and school activities.
31
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(2) It is the goal of the state to decrease the size

of its primary schools, grades kindergarten through six, to no

nore than 400 students per school by school year 2003-2004.

Further, it is the goal of the state to decrease its secondary

school s, grades seven through twelve, to no nore than 600

students per mddle school and no nore than 800 students per
hi gh school by school year 2003-2004.
(3) To acconplish these goals, each school district

shall submit to the Departnent of Education its plans for

neeting school size standards, as stated in subsection (2), by

Cctober 31, 1999. Each plan should present a detail ed account

of and i ncl ude:

(a) The average school popul ations for el enentary,
m ddl e, and hi gh schools as of June 30, 1999;
(b) The nost cost-effective neans of achieving these

goals, including, without limtation, new construction

school s-w t hi n-school s, usage of existing properties,

year -around schedul i ng, bl ock scheduling, and extended day

schedul es; and

(c) The administrative and instructional personnel

needs and costs to acconmpdate the plan

(4) The goals for establishing snall schools shoul d

not violate statutes or rules relating to class size,

construction standards, or construction costs per-student

station. The extent to which an individual school district's

plan will depart fromthese current standards and goal s, mnust

be specified in the school district's plan

(5) The Departnent of Education shall use the schoo

si ze plans subnitted by each school district as a basis for a

report and recommendation to be presented with its 2000- 2001
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budget request to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives, and the Governor

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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SENATE SUMVARY
Creates the "Muxi num School Size Act." Provides ]
| egislative f| d|n s. Requires schooi districts to subnit
pl ans to the Departnent of Education for decreaS|ng t he
size of public schools Prescri bes |nfornat|on to be
included. in the plans. Prohibits such P ans from
conflicting with current law relating to class size,
construction standards, or constructlon costs per
student. Requires the departnent to submt a report and
reconmendation to the Legislature and the Governor.
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