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By Senators Dyer, Klein, Rossin, Kurth, Holzendorf and Jones
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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public school choi ce;

3 anending s. 228.057, F.S.; providing a

4 decl aration of public policy; providing that

5 school districts nmust offer controll ed open

6 enrollment in the public schools; providing a

7 date of inplenentation; providing an exenption

8 providing a deadline for submitting revised

9 open enrol Il nent plans to the Departnent of

10 Education; requiring the departnent to

11 reconmend i ncentives; providing an effective

12 dat e.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Section 228.057, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 228.057 Public school parental choice.--

19 (1) The Legislature declares that it is the policy of
20| this state to all ow each student who chooses to attend public
21 | school s, or whose parent or guardi an chooses to have the
22 | student attend public schools, to be provided with a public
23 | school controlled open enrollnent option to the extent that it
241 is feasible for the school district to do so.
25 (2)¢t%)y As used in this section, the term"controlled
26 | open enrollment" nmeans a public education delivery systemthat
27 | all ows school districts to make student school assignnents
28 | using parents' indicated preferential school choice as a
29 | significant factor
30 (3)(a){2)y Beginning with the 2001-2002 19971998
31| school year, each district school board shall rmay offer
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controll ed open enrollnent within the public schools. The
control |l ed open enrol |l nent program shall be offered in
addition to the existing choice prograns such as nagnet
school s, alternative schools, special prograns, advanced
pl acement, and dual enroll nent.

(b) A school district that has fewer than 30, 000
students may, but is not required to, offer controlled open

enrol | ment.

(4) 3y Each district school board shall develop a
controll ed open enrollnent plan which describes the
i mpl erent ati on of paragraph (3)(a)stubsectoen—(2).

(5) t4)y School districts shall adhere to federa
desegregation requirenents. No controlled open enroll nent

plan that conflicts with federal desegregation orders shall be
i mpl enent ed.

(6) £5)y Each school district shall develop a system of
priorities for its plan that includes consideration of the
fol | owi ng:

(a) An application process required to participate in
the controll ed open enroll nent program

(b) A process that allows parents to declare schoo
pr ef erences.

(c) A process that encourages placenent of siblings
wi thin the same school

(d) A lottery procedure used by the school district to
determ ne student assignnent.

(e) An appeals process for hardship cases.

(f) The procedures to nmmintain soci oecononic,
denogr aphi c, and racial bal ance.

(g) The availability of transportation
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(h) A process that pronptes strong parental
i nvol verrent, including the designation of a parent |iaison
(i) A strategy that establishes a clearinghouse of
i nformati on designed to assist parents in nmaking inforned
choi ces.

(7)t6) Plans shall be submitted to the Conm ssioner of
Education by June 30, 1997. The Conmi ssi oner of Education
shal | devel op an annual report on the status of school choice
and deliver the report to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives at
| east 90 days prior to the convening of the regul ar session of
t he Legi sl ature.

(8) A school district that has an inconplete

control |l ed open enrollnent plan or has a controll ed open

enrol | rent plan that cannot be inplenented due to conflicts

with federal desegregation requirenents shall develop a

revised plan by the 2000- 2001 school year and shall submit the

revised plan to the Departnent of Education by Septenber 1,
2000.

(9) 7 The Departnent of Education shall devel op
during the 1999- 2000 1996-199+ school year, recommendati ons
for a public school parental choice incentive programto
benefit district school boards that inplenent a public schoo
parental choice plan pursuant to paragraph (3)(a)subseetion

2yfor the 2001-2002 199741998 school year based on the date

on which the district inplenented controlled open enroll nent,

with priority given to those districts that inplenented

controll ed open enrollnent earliest and highest priority given

to those districts that inplenented controlled open enroll nment

before the effective date of this act. |n developing the

program the departnment may consider financial, as well as
3
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1| other, incentives that best pronpote the intent of the

2| Legislature relating to open enrollnment in public schools.

3 (10) {8y Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this section

4] a school district with schools operating on both nultiple

5 | session schedul es and singl e session schedules shall afford

6 | parents of students in nmultiple session schools preferred

7 | access to the controlled open enroll nent program of the schoo

8| district.

9 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

10 | I aw

11
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13 SENATE SUMVARY

14 Declares that it is the public policy of this state to
allow a controll ed open_enrol I nent option to students who

15 attend public schools. Requires each school district to
offer controlled open enroll nent, beginning wth the

16 2001- 2002 school year. Exenpts each School "district that
has fewer than 30;000 students. Requires certain schoo

17 districts to submt revised plans for controlled open
enrol | ment to the Departnent of Education by Septenber 1,

18 2000. Requires the departnent to reconmend incentives.
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