Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 2050

B bt{]e Committee on Education and Senators Lee, Hargrett and
st er

304-1952-99
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to school safety and truancy
3 reduction; anending s. 230.23, F.S.; requiring
4 school inprovenent plans to include additional
5 i ssues; anending s. 230.2316, F.S.; providing
6 for priorities for school districts projecting
7 FTE for certain dropout prevention prograns;
8 speci fying the el enents of dropout prevention
9 prograns; specifying additional contents for
10 t he education program requiring students in
11 grades 1-12 to be eligible for dropout
12 prevention prograns; providing for applications
13 by school districts to the Departnent of
14 Education for grants to operate second chance
15 school s; establishing grant and program
16 requi renents; providing for the generation of
17 operating funds through prograns of the Florida
18 Educati on Fi nance Program providing new
19 requi rements for students seeking to reenter
20 traditional schools; anmending s. 231.085, F.S.
21 requiring principals to ensure the accuracy and
22 timeliness of school reports; requiring
23 principals to provide staff training
24 opportunities; anending s. 231.17, F.S.
25 providing for additional m ninum conpetencies
26 for professional certification for certain
27 educators; creating s. 232.001, F.S.; allowng
28 t he Manatee County District School Board to
29 rai se the conpul sory age of attendance for
30 children; providing requirenents for the schoo
31 board if it chooses to participate in the pilot
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1 project; providing for the applicability of

2 state | aw and State Board of Education rule;

3 provi di ng an exception fromthe provisions

4 relating to a declaration of intent to

5 ternmi nate school enrollnent; requiring a study;
6 anending s. 232.17, F.S.; providing legislative
7 findings; placing responsibility on schoo

8 di strict superintendents for enforcing

9 attendance; establishing requirenents for

10 school board policies; revising the current

11 steps for enforcing regul ar school attendance;
12 requiring public schools to follow the steps;
13 establishing the requirenents for schoo

14 principals, primary teachers, child study

15 teans, and parents; providing for parents to
16 appeal ; allow ng the superintendent to seek

17 crimnal prosecution for parental

18 nonconpl i ance; requiring the superintendent,
19 parent, or guardian to file certain petitions
20 i nvol vi ng ungovernabl e children in certain

21 ci rcunstances; requiring the superintendent to
22 provide the court with certain evidence;

23 allowing for court enforcenent for children who
24 refuse to conply; revising the notice

25 requi renments to parents, guardi ans, or others;
26 elimnating a current condition for noti ce;

27 elimnating the option for referral to case

28 staffing comrittees; requiring the

29 superintendent to take steps to bring about

30 crimnal prosecution and requiring rel ated

31 notice; authorizing the superintendent to file
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1 truancy petitions; allowing for the return of
2 absent children to additi onal |ocations;

3 requiring parental notification; anending s.

4 232.19, F.S., relating to habitual truancy;

5 aut hori zi ng superintendents to file truancy

6 petitions; requiring that a court order for

7 school attendance be obtained as a part of

8 services; revising the requirenents that nust
9 be met prior to filing a petition; anending s.
10 232.26, F.S.; renbving a linmtation on the

11 principal's authority to discipline or expe

12 pupils for unlawful possession or use of

13 control | ed substances under chapter 893, F.S.
14 anending s. 236.081, F.S.; anendi ng procedures
15 that nust be followed in deternining the annua
16 al l ocation to each school district for

17 operation; requiring the average daily

18 attendance of the student nenbership to be

19 cal cul ated by school and by district; anending
20 s. 240.529, F.S.; providing additiona

21 legislative intent related to teacher

22 preparation prograns; providing the criteria
23 for continued program approval; providing for
24 the requirenents for instructors in

25 post secondary teacher preparation prograns who
26 i nstruct or supervise preservice field

27 experience courses or internships; elimnating
28 the requirenent related to a comitnent to

29 teaching in the public schools for a period of
30 time; providing additional requirenents for

31 school district and instructional personnel who
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supervise or direct certain teacher preparation
students; anending s. 984.03, F.S.; redefining
the term"habitual truant"; requiring the state
attorney to file a child-in-need-of-services
petition in certain circunstances; elininating
the requirenent for referral for evaluation
defining the term"truancy petition"; requiring
the appropriate jurisdictional agency to file a
petition; creating s. 984.151, F. S.; providing
procedures for truancy petitions; providing for
truancy hearings and penalties; providing an

ef fective date.

VWHEREAS, the voters of the State of Florida, in the
1998 Ceneral Election, anended Article I X, section 1, of the
Florida Constitution to state that, "Adequate provision shal
be made by law for a ...safe, secure, and high quality system
of free public schools...," and

WHEREAS, House Bill 1309, a conprehensive school safety
and di sci pline package, was enacted by the Legislature in the
1997 Session, addressing dropouts, habitual truancy, zero
tol erance for crine, drugs, alcohol, and weapons, alternative
pl acement of disruptive students, and cooperative agreenents
with | ocal |aw enforcenent for crine reporting, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature annually provides for
saf e-school s appropriations to be used for after schoo
prograns for niddl e school students, alternative prograns for
adj udi cat ed youth, school resource officers, and conflict
resol ution strategies, and

WHEREAS, the enhancenent of school safety should be
neasured as an el enent of school perfornmance and

4
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accountability and inproved crine and incident reporting, as
wel | as a hei ghtened enphasis on character education in the
curriculumof the early grades, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (16) of section
230. 23, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl erented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall include, but not be |limted to,
the foll ow ng:

(a) School inprovenent plans.--Annually approve and
require inplenentation of a new, anended, or continuation
school inprovenent plan for each school in the district. Such
pl an shall be designed to achieve the state education goals
and student perfornmance standards pursuant to ss. 229.591(3)
and 229.592. Beginning in 1999-2000, each plan shall also
address issues relative to budget, training, instructiona
mat eri als, technol ogy, staffing, student support services,
speci fic school safety and discipline strategies,and ot her

5
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matters of resource allocation, as deternined by school board
policy.

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 230.2316, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

230. 2316 Dropout prevention.--

(3) STUDENT ELI G BILITY AND PROGRAM CRI TERI A. - -

(a) The priorities for districts projecting FTE for

dropout prevention prograns, other than those serving students

in residential and nonresidential prograns operated or

contracted by the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, nust be as

foll ows:
1. The first priority nust be to address students who

are at risk of dropping out due to repeated disruptive

behavi or, violent behavior, or delinquent behavior. The schoo

district nust include, as an indicator of need, recomended

strategies to reduce disruptive and vi ol ent behavi or as

identified in school inprovenent plans. School districts nust

project the nunber of FTE' s for which alternatives are

required as a solution. It is the intent of the Legislature

to fund these FTE's prior to those projected in dropout

prevention for other purposes.

2. The second priority nust be to inplenent intensive

instruction prograns within alternative settings for students

who fail to neet pronotion requirenents and require either

intensive instruction in selected subject areas or a nore

structured |l earning environnent in order to achieve

satisfactorily.

3. The third priority nust be for students who are at

risk of dropping out due to other factors as identified by the

district.
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(b) tay Dropout prevention prograns shall differ from
traditional education prograns and schools in scheduling,
admi ni strative structure, philosophy, curriculum or setting
and shall enploy alternative teaching nethodol ogi es,
curricula, learning activities, and e+ diagnostic and
assessnent procedures in order to neet the needs, interests,
abilities, and talents of eligible students. The educationa
program shal |l provide curricula, character education, and

rel ated services which support the programgoals and lead to
conpl etion of a high school diploma. Student participation in
such prograns shall be voluntary. Districts may, however,
assign students to a programfor disruptive students. The

m ni rum period of tinme during which the student partici pates
in the program shall be equivalent to two instructiona

peri ods per day unless the programutilizes a student support
and assi stance conponent rather than regularly schedul ed

cour ses.

(c)tb)y Students in grades 1-12 4-12 shall be eligible
for dropout prevention programs. Eligible dropout prevention
students shall be reported for dropout prevention full-tine
equi val ent student nenbership in the Florida Education Finance
Programin standard dropout prevention classes or student
support and assi stance conponents which provi de acadenic
assi stance and coordi nati on of support services to students
enrolled full time in a regular classroom The student support
and assi stance conponent shall include auxiliary services
provided to students or teachers, or both. Students
participating in this nodel shall generate funding only for
the tinme that they receive extra services or auxiliary help.

(d)fe) A student shall be identified as being a
potential dropout based upon one of the following criteria:

7
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1. The student has shown a lack of notivation in
school through grades which are not comensurate with
docunented ability levels or high absenteei smor habitua
truancy as defined in s. 228.041(28).

2. The student has not been successful in school as
determ ned by retentions, failing grades, or |ow achi evenent
test scores and has needs and interests that cannot be net
t hrough traditional prograns.

3. The student has been identified as a potenti al
school dropout by student services personnel using district
criteria. District criteria that are used as a basis for
student referral to an educational alternatives program shal
identify specific student performance indicators that the
educational alternative program seeks to address.

4. The student has docunented drug-rel ated or
al cohol -rel ated problens, or has imediate fanily nenbers with
docunent ed drug-rel ated or al cohol -rel ated probl ens that
adversely affect the student's performance in school

5. The student has a history of disruptive behavior in
school or has conmitted an offense that warrants out-of-schoo
suspensi on or expul sion from school according to the district
code of student conduct. For the purposes of this program
"di sruptive behavior" is behavior that:

a. Interferes with the student's own |earning or the
educati onal process of others and requires attention and
assi stance beyond that which the traditional program can
provide or results in frequent conflicts of a disruptive
nature while the student is under the jurisdiction of the
school either in or out of the classroonm or

b. Severely threatens the general welfare of students
or others with whomthe student conmes into contact.
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6. The student is assigned to a program provided
pursuant to chapter 39, chapter 984, or chapter 985 which is
sponsored by a state-based or community-based agency or is
operated or contracted for by the Departnment of Children and
Fam |y Services or the Departnent of Juvenile Justice.

(e)td)y1. "Second chance school s" neans school district
prograns provi ded through cooperative agreenents between the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice, private providers, state or
| ocal | aw enforcenent agencies, or other state agencies for
students who have been disruptive or violent or who have
commtted serious offenses. As partnership prograns, second
chance schools are eligible for waivers by the Conmi ssioner of
Education from chapters 230-235 and 239 and State Board of
Education rules that prevent the provision of appropriate
educational services to violent, severely disruptive, or
del i nquent students in small nontraditional settings or in
court-adjudi cated settings.

2. School districts seeking to enter into a

partnership with a private entity to operate a second chance

school for disruptive students may apply to the Departnent of

Education for start-up grants fromthe Departnment of

Educati on. These grants nust be available for 1 year and nust

be used to offset the start-up costs for inplenenting such

prograns off public school canpuses. General operating funds

nmust be generated through the appropriate prograns of the

Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program G ants approved under this

program shall be for the full operation of the school by a

private nonprofit or for-profit provider. This program nmust

operate under rules adopted by the Departnent of Education and

nmust be inplenented to the extent funded by the Legislature.
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3.2~ A student enrolled in a sixth, seventh, eighth,
ninth, or tenth grade class may be assigned to a second chance
school if the student neets the following criteria:

a. The student is a habitual truant as defined in s.
228.041(28).

b. The student's excessive absences have detrinentally
affected the student's academ c progress and the student may
have uni que needs that a traditional school setting nmay not
neet .

c. The student's high incidences of truancy have been
directly linked to a lack of notivation

d. The student has been identified as at risk of
dr oppi ng out of school

4.3— A student who is habitually truant may be
assigned to a second chance school only if the case staffing
commttee, established pursuant to s. 984.12, determ nes that
such pl acenent could be beneficial to the student and the
criteria included in subparagraph 2. are net.

5.4~ A student may be assigned to a second chance
school if the school district in which the student resides has
a second chance school and if the student neets one of the
following criteria:

a. The student habitually exhibits disruptive behavi or
in violation of the code of student conduct adopted by the
school board.

b. The student interferes with the student's own
| earning or the educational process of others and requires
attention and assi stance beyond that which the traditiona
program can provide, or, while the student is under the
jurisdiction of the school either in or out of the classroom
frequent conflicts of a disruptive nature occur
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c. The student has committed a serious of fense which
warrants suspensi on or expul sion from school according to the
di strict code of student conduct. For the purposes of this
program "serious offense" is behavior which

(1) Threatens the general welfare of students or
others with whomthe student cones i nto contact;

(I'1) Includes violence;

(1'11) Includes possession of weapons or drugs; or

(I'V) Is harassnent or verbal abuse of school personne
or other students.

6.5~ Prior to assignnent of students to second chance
school s, school boards are encouraged to use alternative
prograns, such as in-school suspension, which provide
instruction and counseling | eading to i nproved student
behavi or, a reduction in the incidence of truancy, and the
devel opnent of nore effective interpersonal skills.

7.6 Students assigned to second chance school s nust
be evaluated by the school's local child study team before
pl acement in a second chance school. The study team shal
ensure that students are not eligible for placenent in a
program for enotionally disturbed children

8. 7~ Students who exhibit academ c and social progress
and who wish to return to a traditional school shall conplete
a character-education program and denonstrate preparedness to

reenter the regul ar school setting be—evatuated—by——school
th-—st+riect—personnet prior to reentering a traditional school

9. 8- Second chance school s shall be funded at the

dropout prevention program wei ght pursuant to s. 236.081 and
may receive school safety funds or other funds as appropriate.
Section 3. Section 231.085, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
11
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231.085 Duties of principals.--A district school board
shal | enploy, through witten contract, public schoo
princi pals who shall supervise the operation and managenent of
the school s and property as the board determn nes necessary.
Each principal shall performsuch duties as nmay be assi gned by
t he superintendent pursuant to the rules of the school board.
Such rules shall include, but not be limted to, rules
relating to adm nistrative responsibility, instructiona
| eadershi p of the educational program of the school to which
the principal is assigned, subnission of personne
reconmendations to the superintendent, adm nistrative
responsibility for records and reports, admnistration of
corporal punishrment, and student suspension. Each principa
shal | provide | eadership in the devel opnent or revision and
i mpl erentation of a school inprovenent plan pursuant to s.
230. 23(16). Each princi pal nust nake the necessary provisions

to ensure that all school reports are accurate and tinely, and

nust provide the necessary training opportunities for staff to

accurately report attendance, FTE program partici pati on,

student perfornmance, teacher appraisal, and school safety and

di sci pli ne dat a.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
231.17, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
certificates granted on application to those neeting

prescribed requirenents. --

(5) M N MUM COVPETENCI ES FOR PROFESSI ONAL
CERTI FI CATE. - -

(a) The state board nust specify, by rule, the m ninum
essential conpetencies that educators nust possess and
denonstrate in order to qualify to teach students the

12
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standards of student perfornmance adopted by the state board.
The m ni mum conpet enci es nust include but are not limted to
the ability to:

1. Wite in a logical and understandable style with
appropriate grammar and sentence structure.

2. Read, conmprehend, and interpret professional and
other witten material .

3. Conprehend and work with fundanental nathematica
concepts.

4. Recognize signs of severe enotional distress in
students and apply techni ques of crisis intervention with an
enphasi s on suicide prevention and positive enbtiona
devel opnent.

5. Recogni ze signs of al cohol and drug abuse in
students and apply counseling techniques with enphasis on
i ntervention and prevention of future abuse.

6. Recogni ze the physical and behavioral indicators of
child abuse and negl ect, know rights and responsibilities
regardi ng reporting, know howto care for a child s needs
after a report is nade, and know recognition, intervention
and prevention strategies pertaining to child abuse and
negl ect which can be related to children in a classroom
setting in a nonthreatening, positive manner

7. Conprehend patterns of physical, social, and
academ ¢ devel opnent in students, including exceptiona
students in the regular classroom and counsel these students
concerning their needs in these areas.

8. Recogni ze and be aware of the instructional needs
of exceptional students.

13
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9. Conprehend patterns of nornmal devel opnent in
students and enpl oy appropriate intervention strategies for
di sorders of devel opnent.

10. ldentify and conprehend the codes and standards of
prof essi onal ethics, perfornmance, and practices adopted
pursuant to s. 231.546(2)(b), the grounds for disciplinary
action provided by s. 231.28, and the procedures for resolving
conplaints filed pursuant to this chapter, including appea
processes.

11. Recogni ze and denpnstrate awareness of the
educati onal needs of students who have limted proficiency in
Engl i sh and enpl oy appropriate teachi ng strategies.

12. Use appropriate technology in teaching and
| earni ng processes.

13. Use assessnent strategies to assist the continuous
devel opnent of the |earner

14. Use teaching and |l earning strategi es that include
consi dering each student's culture, |learning styles, special
needs, and soci oecononi ¢ background.

15. Denonstrate knowl edge and understandi ng of the
subject matter that is aligned with the subject know edge and
skills specified in the student performance standards approved
by the state board.

16. Denonstrate knowl edge and skill in nmanagi ng

student behavi or inside and outside a classroomsetting. Such

know edge and skill nust include techniques for preventing and

effectively intervening in incidents of disruptive or violent

behavi or.
17. Recognize the early signs of truancy in students

and identify effective interventions to avoid or resol ve

nonat t endance behavi or.

14
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Section 5. Section 232.001, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
232.001 Pilot project.--1t is the purpose of this

section to authorize the Manatee County District School Board

to inplenent a pilot project that rai ses the conpul sory age of

attendance for children fromthe age of 16 years to the age of

18 years. The pilot project applies to each child who has not

attai ned the age of 16 years by Septenber 30 of the schoo

year in which a school board policy is adopted.
(1) Beginning July 1, 1999, the Manatee County
District School Board may inplenent a pilot project consistent

with policy adopted by the school board to raise the

conpul sory age of attendance for children fromthe age of 16

years to the age of 18 years.

(2) If the district school board chooses to

participate in the pilot project, the district school board

nust, before the beginning of the school year, adopt a policy

for raising the conpul sory age of attendance for children from

the age of 16 years to 18 years.

(a) Before the adoption of the policy, the district

school board nmust provide a notice of intent to adopt a policy

to raise the conpul sory age of attendance for children from

the age of 16 years to the age of 18 years. The notice nust be

provided to the parent or |egal guardian of each child who is

15 years of age and who is enrolled in a school in the

district.
(b) Wthin 2 weeks after adoption of the school board

policy, the district school board nust provide notice of the

policy to the parent or |egal guardian of each child who is 15

years of age and who is enrolled in a school in the district.

The notice nust also provide information related to the
15
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penalties for refusing or failing to conply with the

conpul sory attendance requirenents and informati on on

alternative education prograns offered within the schoo

district.
(3) Al state laws and State Board of Education rul es

related to students subject to conpul sory school attendance

apply to the district school board if it chooses to

participate in a pilot project. Notw thstanding the provisions

of s. 232.01, the formal declaration of intent to term nate

school enrollnment does not apply to the district school board

if it chooses to participate in a pilot project.

(4) If the district school board chooses to

participate in the pilot project, the school board nust

eval uate the effect of its adopted policy raising the

conpul sory age of attendance on school attendance and on the

school district's dropout rate, as well as on the costs

associated with the pilot project. The school district shal

report its findings to the President of the Senate, the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, the minority | eader

of each house, the Governor, and the Comm ssi oner of Educati on

not later than August 1 follow ng each year that the pilot

project is in operation.
Section 6. Section 232.17, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

232.17 Enforcenent of school attendance.--The
Legislature finds that poor academ c performance i s associ ated

wi t h nonattendance and that schools nust take an active role

in enforcing attendance as a neans of inproving the

perfornmance of many students. It is the policy of the state

that the superintendent of each school district be responsible

for enforcing school attendance of all children and youth
16
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subj ect to the conpul sory school age in the school district.

The responsi bility includes reconmending to the school board

policies and procedures to ensure that schools respond in a

timely manner to every unexcused absence or absence for which

the reason i s unknown of students enrolled in the school s.

School board policies nust require each parent or guardi an of

a student to justify each absence of the student, and that

justification will be eval uated based on adopted school board

policies that define excused and unexcused absences. The

policies nmust provide that schools track excused and unexcused

absences and contact the hone in the case of an unexcused

absence from school or an absence from school for which the

reason i s unknown to prevent the devel opnent of patterns of

nonat t endance. The Legislature finds that early intervention

in school attendance matters is the nost effective way of

produci ng good attendance habits that will lead to i nproved

student | earning and achi evenent. Each public school shal

i npl erent the foll owing steps to enforce regul ar schoo

at t endance:
(1) CONTACT, REFER, AND ENFORCE. - -
(a) Upon each unexcused absence or absence for which

the reason i s unknown, the school principal or his or her

desi gnee shall contact the hone to determ ne the reason for

t he absence. |If the absence is an excused absence, as defi ned

by school board policy, the school shall provide opportunities

for the student to make up assi gned work and not receive an

academ ¢ penalty unless the work is not made up within a

reasonabl e ti ne.

(b) |If a student has had at |east five unexcused

absences or absences for which the reasons are unknown within

a cal endar nonth or ten unexcused absences or absences for
17
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whi ch the reasons are unknown within a 90-cal endar-day peri od,

the student's primary teacher shall report to the schoo

principal or his or her designee that the student nay be

exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance. The principal shall,

unl ess there is clear evidence that the absences are not a

pattern of nonattendance, refer the case to the school's child

study teamto deternmine if early patterns of truancy are

devel oping. If the child study teamfinds that a pattern of

nonat t endance i s devel opi ng, whether the absences are excused

or not, a neeting with the parent nust be scheduled to

identify potential renedies.

(c) If an initial neeting does not resolve the

problem the child study teamshall inplenent interventions

that best address the problem The interventions nay include,

but need not be limted to:

1. Frequent communi cation between the teacher and the

fam ly,;
Changes in the | earning environnent;

Ment ori ng;

St udent counsel i ng;

Tutoring, including peer tutoring;

Pl acenent into different cl asses;

Eval uation for alternative education prograns;

At t endance contracts;

© |© N |@ |0 |~ |® N

Referral to other agencies for famly services; or

10. O her interventions.

(d) The child study teamshall be diligent in

facilitating intervention services and shall report the case

to the superintendent only when all reasonable efforts to

resol ve the nonattendance behavi or are exhaust ed.

18
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(e) |If the parent, guardian, or other person in charge

of the child refuses to participate in the renedial strategies

because he or she believes that those strategies are

unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent, guardi an, or other

person in charge of the child may appeal to the school board.

The school board may provide a hearing officer and the hearing

officer shall make a recommendation for final action to the

board. |If the board's final determ nation is that the

strategies of the child study team are appropriate, and the

parent, guardian, or other person in charge of the child stil

refuses to participate or cooperate, the superintendent nay

seek crimnal prosecution for nonconpliance with conpul sory

school attendance.

(f) |If the parent, guardian, or other person in charge

of the child reports to the child study team or other

desi gnhat ed school representative that the child subject to

conpul sory school attendance is ungovernable and will not

conply with attenpts to enforce school attendance, the parent

or guardi an or the superintendent shall file a

chil d-i n-need-of -services petition or

fam | y-in-need-of-services petition seeking services fromthe

Departnent of Juvenile Justice and a court order to attend

school . The superintendent shall provide evidence to the court

that the school systemis prepared to provide a | earning

environnent for the student that is responsive to the

student's |l earning needs and that all reasonable efforts to

resol ve the nonattendance behavi or have been exhausted. The

court may enforce a contenpt of court order if the child

refuses to conply. Purstant—to—procedures—estabH-shed—by—the
" . ool ! e I hool .
I S e I I . I I
19
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ool —of—all—ehitd o I hool
attendance
(2) G VE WRITTEN NOTI CE. - -

(a) Under the direction of the superintendent, a
desi gnat ed school representative shall give witten notice, in
person or by return-receipt mail, to the parent, guardian, or
ot her person having control when no valid reason is found for
a child' s nonenrollnment in school which requires er—when—the
chitd—has—anmni-mum-of—3—but—Ffewer—than—6—dunexcused—absences
wHhin—90—catendar—days,—t+eguiring enrol | ment or attendance

within 3 days after the date of notice. If the notice and

requi rement are ignored, the designated school representative
shal |l report the case to the superintendent, and ray—+refer—the
I e . ’ i shed

98412 —iF—the—econtdi-tions—of—s—23219H3)havebeen—ret—
t he superintendent shall ray take such steps as are necessary
to bring criminal prosecution against the parent, guardian, or
ot her person having control

(b) Subsequent to the activities required under

subsection (1), the superintendent or his or her designee

shall give witten notice in person or by return-recei pt mi

to the parent, guardian, or other person in charge of the

child that crininal prosecution is being sought for

nonat t endance. The superintendent may file a truancy petition

as defined in s. 984.03, followi ng the procedures outlined in
s. 984. 151.

20
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(3) RETURN CHI LD TO PARENT. - - A desi gnat ed school
representative shall visit the hone or place of residence of a
child and any other place in which he or she is likely to find
any child who is required to attend school when such child is
not enrolled or is absent from school during school hours
wi t hout an excuse, and, when the child is found, shall return
the child to his or her parent or to the principal or teacher
in charge of the school, or to the private tutor from whom
absent, or to the juvenil e assessnent center or other |ocation

establ i shed by the school board to receive students who are

absent from school. Upon receipt of the student, the parent

shall be immediately notifi ed.
(4) REPORT TO THE DI VI SION OF JOBS AND BENEFI TS. - - A
desi gnat ed school representative shall report to the Division

of Jobs and Benefits of the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent
Security or to any person acting in simlar capacity who may
be designated by law to receive such notices, all violations
of the Child Labor Law that may conme to his or her know edge.
(5) RIGHT TO I NSPECT. - - A desi gnated schoo
representative shall have the sanme right of access to, and
i nspection of, establishnents where ninors may be enpl oyed or
detained as is given by law to the D vision of Jobs and
Benefits only for the purpose of ascertaining whether children
of conpul sory school age are actually enployed there and are
actually working there regularly. The designated schoo
representative shall, if he or she finds unsatisfactory
wor ki ng conditions or violations of the Child Labor Law,
report his or her findings to the Division of Jobs and

Benefits or its agents.
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C I . bt he—had . Lo tef
ofH—

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 232.19, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

232.19 Court procedure and penalties.--The court
procedure and penalties for the enforcenent of the provisions
of this chapter, relating to conpul sory school attendance
shall be as follows:

(3) HABI TUAL TRUANCY CASES. - - The superintendent is
authorized to file a truancy petition, as defined in s.
984.03, following the procedures outlined in s. 984,151, |f
t he superintendent chooses not to file a truancy petition

procedures for filing a child-in-need-of-services petition

shal |l be comenced pursuant to this subsection.|ln accordance

Wi th procedures established by the district school board, the
desi gnat ed school representative shall refer a student who is
habitually truant and the student's fanmily to the
chil dren-in-need-of -services and families-in-need-of-services
provider or the case staffing comittee, established pursuant
to s. 984.12, as determ ned by the cooperative agreenent
required in this section. The case staffing comittee may
request the Departnent of Juvenile Justice or its designee to
file a child-in-need-of-services petition based upon the
report and efforts of the school district or other comunity
agency or may seek to resolve the truant behavi or through the
school or community-based organi zati ons or agencies. Prior to
and subsequent to the filing of a child-in-need-of-services
petition due to habitual truancy, the appropriate governnental
agenci es nust allow a reasonable tine to conplete actions
required by this subsection to renedy the conditions |eading
22
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to the truant behavior. However, a court order requiring

school attendance shall be obtained as a necessary part of

such servi ces. the—fottowng—ecriterafust—bernet—and
docurented—+n—witing Prior to the filing of a petition, the

school district nust have conplied with the requirenents of s.

232.17, and those efforts nust have been unsuccessful .=

23
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I el w I r . L .
pran—the—chitd—shat—bepassed—

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 232.26, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232.26 Authority of principal.--

(3) A pupil may be disciplined or expelled for
unl awf ul possession or use of any substance controll ed under
chapt er 893 upon—the—thired—viotation—of—this—provision.

Section 9. FEffective July 1, 1999, paragraph (a) of
subsection (1) of section 236.081, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
all ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

24
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(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - - The followi ng procedure shall be followed in
determ ning the annual allocation to each district for
oper ati on:

(a) Determination of full-tine equival ent
nmenber shi p. --During each of several school weeks, including
schedul ed i ntersessions of a year-round school program during
the fiscal year, a program nenbership survey of each schoo
shal | be made by each district by aggregating the full-tine
equi val ent student nenbership of each program by school and by
district. The departnent shall establish the nunber and
i nterval of nenbership cal cul ations, except that for basic and
speci al prograns such cal cul ations shall not exceed nine for
any fiscal year. The district's full-tinme equival ent
nmenbership shall be conputed and currently maintained in
accordance with regul ati ons of the comm ssioner. Begi nni ng
wi th school year 1999-2000, each school district shall also

docunent the daily attendance of each student in nenbership by

school and by district. An average daily attendance factor

shal |l be conputed by dividing the total daily attendance of

all students by the total nunber of students in nenbership and

then by the nunber of days in the regul ar school year

Begi nning with school year 2001-2002, the district's full-tine

equi val ent nmenbership shall be adjusted by nultiplying by the

average daily attendance factor.

Section 10. Subsection (1), paragraph (b) of
subsection (4), and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (5)
of section 240.529, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240.529 Public accountability and state approval for
t eacher preparation prograns.--

25
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(1) I NTENT. --The Legislature recogni zes that skilled
teachers make an the—+bst i nportant contribution to a guatty
educationa systemthat allows students to obtain a
hi gh-qual ity educati on ant—that—econpetent—teachers—are

I w P . I N I .
prograns. The intent of the Legislature is to establish a

system for devel opnent and approval of teacher preparation
prograns that will free postsecondary teacher preparation
institutions to enploy varied and innovative teacher
preparation techni ques while being held accountable for
produci ng teachers with the conpetencies and skills for

achi eving the state education goals of hel pi ng students neet

hi gh standards for student achi evenent, providing safe and

secure classroom | earning environnents, and sustaining the

state system of school inprovenent and education
accountability established pursuant to ss. 229.591, 229.592,
and 229. 593.

(4) CONTI NUED PROGRAM APPROVAL. - - Not wi t hst andi ng
subsection (3), failure by a public or nonpublic teacher
preparation programto neet the criteria for continued program
approval shall result in |oss of program approval. The
Departnent of Education, in collaboration with the departnents
and col | eges of education, shall devel op procedures for
conti nued program approval which docunent the continuous
i mprovenent of program processes and graduates' perfornance.

(b) Additional criteria for continued program approval
for public institutions may be devel oped by the Education
St andar ds Commi ssi on and approved by the State Board of
Education. Such criteria nust enphasize outcone neasures of
student perfornmance in the areas of classroom nmanagenent and

i mproving the performance of students who have traditionally
26
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failed to neet student achi evenent goal s and have been

overrepresented in school suspensions and ot her disciplinary

actions,and may include, but need not be |linited to, program
graduates' satisfaction with training and the unit's
responsi veness to | ocal school districts. Additional criteria
for continued program approval for nonpublic institutions
shal | be devel oped in the sane manner as for public
institutions; however, such criteria nust be based upon
significant, objective, and quantifiable graduate perfornmance
neasures. Responsibility for collecting data on outcone
neasures through survey instruments and ot her appropriate
neans shall be shared by the institutions of higher education
the Board of Regents, the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges
and Universities, and the Departnent of Education. By January
1 of each year, the Departnment of Education, in cooperation
with the Board of Regents and the State Board of | ndependent
Col | eges and Universities, shall report this information for
each postsecondary institution that has state-approved
prograns of teacher education to the Governor, the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education, the Chancellor of the State
University System the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, all Florida postsecondary
teacher preparation prograns, and interested nenbers of the
public. This report nust analyze the data and nake
reconmendations for inproving teacher preparation prograns in
t he state.

(5) PRESERVI CE FI ELD EXPERI ENCE. - - Al | post secondary
i nstructors, school district personnel and instructiona
personnel, and school sites preparing instructional personne
t hrough preservice field experience courses and internships
shal | neet special requirenents.

27

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLOO®NO®Uu DWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 2050
304-1952-99

(a) Al instructors in postsecondary teacher
preparation prograns who instruct or supervise preservice
field experience courses or internships shall have at |east
one of the followi ng: specialized training in clinica
supervision; a valid professional teaching certificate
pursuant to ss. 231.17 and 231.24; or at |east 3 years of
successful teaching experience in prekindergarten through

gr ade 12:—er—a—commthrent—to—spendperiods—of—tine—specitied

I | of—Fd . I b . I N
sehoot-s.

(b) Al school district personnel and instructiona
personnel who supervise or direct teacher preparation students
during field experience courses or internships nust have
evi dence of "clinical educator" training, successfully

denonstrated effective cl assroom nanagenent strategies, and

consistently inproved student performance. The Education

St andar ds Conmi ssi on shall recommend, and the state board
shal | approve, the training requirenents.

Section 11. Subsection (29) of section 984.03, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended, present subsection (57)
of that section is redesignated as subsection (58), and a new
subsection (57) is added to that section, to read:

984.03 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter, the
term

(29) "Habitually truant" means that:

(a) The child has 15 unexcused absences within 90
cal endar days with or without the know edge or justifiable
consent of the child's parent or |egal guardian, is subject to
conmpul sory school attendance under s. 232.01, and is not
exenpt under s. 232.06, s. 232.09, or any other exenptions
specified by law or the rules of the State Board of Education

28
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(b) Esealating Activities to deternine the cause, and
to attenpt the renediation, of the child' s truant behavior
under ss. 232.17 and 232. 19 have been conpl et ed.

If a child who is subject to conpul sory school attendance is
responsive to the interventions described in ss. 232.17 and
232.19 and has conpleted the necessary requirenents to pass
the current grade as indicated in the district pupi
progression plan, the child shall not be deternmined to be
habitual ly truant and shall be passed. If a child within the
conmpul sory school attendance age has 15 unexcused absences

wi thin 90 cal endar days or fails to enroll in school, the
appropriate jurisdictional agency or the State Attorney shall

way file a child-in-need-of-services petition unl ess, —Priofr
T en—t it I F I I
. F I . F e T
evatuating—agency;-the State Attorney deterni nes that another
alternative placenent is preferabl e may—etect—tofite—a
chit-t—n—need—of—servieces—petition.

(c) A school representative, designated according to

school board policy, and a juvenile probation officer of the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice have jointly investigated the
truancy problemor, if that was not feasible, have perforned
separate investigations to identify conditions that nmay be
contributing to the truant behavior; and if, after a joint
staffing of the case to determ ne the necessity for services,
such services were determ ned to be needed, the persons who
perforned the investigations net jointly with the fanily and
child to discuss any referral to appropriate commnity
agenci es for econonic services, famly or individua

29
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counseling, or other services required to renedy the
conditions that are contributing to the truant behavi or

(d) The failure or refusal of the parent or |ega
guardian or the child to participate, or nake a good faith
effort to participate, in the activities prescribed to renedy
the truant behavior, or the failure or refusal of the child to
return to school after participation in activities required by
this subsection, or the failure of the child to stop the
truant behavi or after the school adm nistration and the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice have worked with the child as
described in s. 232.19(3) and (4)shall be handl ed as
prescribed in s. 232.19.

(57) "Truancy petition" neans a petition filed by the

school superintendent alleging that a student subject to

conpul sory school attendance has had nore than 15 unexcused

absences in a 90-cal endar-day period. A truancy petition is

filed and processed under s. 984. 151
Section 12. Section 984.151, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

984. 151 Truancy petition; prosecution; disposition.--

(1) |If the school determines that a student subject to

conpul sory school attendance has had nore than 15 unexcused

absences in a 90-cal endar-day period, the superintendent may

file a truancy petition.
(2) The petition shall be filed in the circuit where
the student is enrolled in school

(3) Oiginal jurisdiction to hear a truancy petition

shall be in the circuit court; however, the circuit court may

use a general or special master pursuant to Supreme Court

rul es.

30
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(4) The petition nust contain the follow ng: the

nane, age, and address of the student; the nane and address of

the student's parent or guardi an; the school where the student

is enrolled; the efforts the school has nade to get the

student to attend school; the nunber of out-of-school contacts

bet ween t he school system and student's parent or guardi an

and the nunber of days and dates of days the student has

m ssed school. The petition shall be sworn to by the

superintendent or his or her designee.

(5) Once the petition is filed, the court shall hear

the petition within 30 days.

(6) The student and the student's parent or guardian

shall attend the hearing.

(7) |If the court determnes that the student did m ss

any of the alleged days, the court shall order the student to

attend school and the parent to ensure that the student

attends school, and nay order any of the following: the

student to participate in alternative sanctions to include

mandat ory attendance at alternative classes to be foll owed by

mandat ory conmunity services hours for a period up to 6

nont hs; the student and the student's parent or guardian to

participate in honenmaker or parent aide services; the student

or the student's parent or guardian to participate in

intensive crisis counseling; the student or the student's

parent or guardian to participate in comunity nmental health

services if available and applicable; the student and the

student's parent or guardian to participate in service

provided by voluntary or community agencies as avail able; and

the student or the student's parent or guardian to participate

in vocational, job training, or enploynent services.
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(8) |If the student does not successfully conplete the

sanctions ordered in subsection (7), the case shall be

referred to the case staffing conmmittee under s. 984.12 with a

reconmendation to file a child-in-need-of-services petition

under s. 984. 15.

Section 13. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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1

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE ggEgTITUTE FOR
S

The comittee substitute makes the foll owi ng changes to the
original bill:

Reduces the pil ot prg%ect on conpul sory school attendance to
one county (Manat ee unty).

Amends s. 232.17, F.S., to specify when schools and princip
must contact the hone about student absences. Specifies whe
the prinmary teacher nust report to the school principal abo
student abSences.

al s
n
ut

Requires the parent or guardian to file a child in need. of
services petition or a famly in need of services petition
under certain circunstances.

Speci fi es when the superintendent nust give witten notice
concerning crimnal prosecution to the parent, guardian, or
ot her perSon in charge of the child.

Al l ows the superintendent to file a truancy petition, using
procedures established in s. 984.151, F.S.

Anmends s, 236,081, F.S., to require, for purposes of
determ ning the annual allocation to each school district for
operations, the conputation of an average daily attendance
factor. Specifies the nethod for conputation and the
timefranmes for docunent!n? the daily attendance of each
student by school and district and adjusting the district's

FTE nenber shi p.

Renoves the provision in the bill related to initial Program
approval ~of teacher preparation Prograns and rewords_ the
| egi slative intent |anguage related™to the contribution of

t eachers.

jon to s. 984.03, F.S.

Adds a definition for a tr t
sh procedures related to

ua ti
Creates s. 984.151, F.S., to [i
truancy in court and require and contents for_ truancy
petitions. Provides for referral to the case staffing i

comm ttee under certain circunstances and provi des péenalties.

Finally, the committee substitute nmakes a technical change for
referral to the eval uation agency.
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