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By Representative Suarez

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child welfare; anending s.

3 39.01, F.S.; clarifying that a long-term

4 pl acemrent of a child with a relative or other

5 caregiver is not subject to supervision by the

6 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

7 following a determ nation by the court that the

8 pl acenment is stable; redefining the term "other

9 person responsible for a child' s welfare" to

10 include a frequent visitor in the hone who

11 cares for the child; anending s. 414.125, F.S.

12 prohibiting the departnent from i nposing

13 sanctions under the WAGES Program agai nst a

14 child's caregiver due to the child's failure to

15 nmake satisfactory progress in school; providing

16 an effective date.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

19

20 Section 1. Subsections (42) and (47) of section 39.01
21| Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anmended to read:

22 39.01 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter, unless
23 | the context otherw se requires:

24 (42) "Long-termrelative custody" or "long-term

25 | custodial relationship" neans the relationship that a juvenile
26 | court order creates between a child and an adult relative of
27 | the child or other caregiver approved by the court when the
28 | child cannot be placed in the custody of a natural parent and
29 | termination of parental rights is not deened to be in the best
30| interest of the child. Long-termrelative custody confers upon
31| the long-termrelative or other caregiver the right to
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physi cal custody of the child, a right which will not be

di sturbed by the court except upon request of the caregiver or
upon a showing that a material change in circunstances
necessitates a change of custody for the best interest of the
child. Along-termrelative or other caregiver shall have al
of the rights and duties of a natural parent, including, but
not linmted to, the right and duty to protect, train, and
discipline the child and to provide the child with food,

shel ter, and education, and ordinary nedical, dental
psychiatric, and psychol ogi cal care, unless these rights and
duties are otherwise enlarged or limted by the court order
establishing the long-termcustodial relationship. Long-term
relative custody or a long-termcustodial relationship is not

subj ect to continuing supervision following a determ nati on by

the court that the placenent is stable and such supervision is

no | onger needed as provided in s. 39.508(9)(a)5b.h.

(47) "Other person responsible for a child' s welfare"
includes the child's | egal guardian, |egal custodian, or
foster parent; an enployee of a private school, public or
private child day care center, residential honme, institution
facility, or agency; or any other person legally responsible
for the child's welfare in a residential setting; and al so
i ncl udes an adult sitter, a eF relative entrusted with a

child's care, or a frequent visitor in the hone entrusted with

a child' s care. For the purpose of departnental investigative

jurisdiction, this definition does not include | aw enforcenent
of ficers, or enployees of nunicipal or county detention
facilities or the Departnent of Corrections, while acting in
an official capacity.
Section 2. Section 414.125, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
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414.125 Learnfare program --

(1) The departnent shall reduce the tenporary cash
assi stance for a participant's eligible dependent child or for
an eligible teenage partici pant who has not been exenpted from
education participation requirenments during a gradi ng period
in which the child or teenage participant has accunul ated a
nunber of unexcused absences from school that is sufficient to
jeopardi ze the student's academi c progress, in accordance with
rul es adopted by the departnent with i nput fromthe Departnent
of Education. The tenporary cash assistance nust be
reinstituted after a subsequent grading period in which the
child has substantially inproved the child' s attendance. Good
cause exenptions fromthe rule of unexcused absences incl ude
the foll ow ng:

(a) The student is expelled fromschool and
alternative schooling is not avail abl e.

(b) No licensed day care is available for a child of
teen parents subject to Learnfare.

(c) Prohibitive transportation problens exist (e.gqg.
to and fromday care).

(d) The teen is over 16 years of age and not expected
to graduate from hi gh school by age 20.

Wthin 10 days after sanction notification, the participant
parent of a dependent child or the teenage participant may
file an internal fair hearings process review procedure
appeal, and no sanction shall be inposed until the appeal is
resol ved.

(2) Each participant with a school-age child is
required to have a conference with an appropriate schoo
official of the child' s school during each grading period to
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assure that the participant is involved in the child's
educational progress and is aware of any existing attendance
or acadeni c problens. The conference nust address acceptabl e
student attendance, grades, and behavi or and nust be
docunented by the school and reported to the departnent. The
departnment shall notify a school of any student in attendance
at that school who is a participant in the Learnfare program
in order that the required conferences are held. A participant
who wi thout good cause fails to attend a conference with a
school official is subject to the sanction provided in
subsection (1).

(3) The departnent may not inpose any sanction agai nst

a participant or other relative caretaker of a school -age

child due to the child's failure to make satisfactory progress

i n school
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

that a long-termplacenent of a child with a .
e or other caregiver is not _subject to. supervision
Depart nent of ildren and Fam1ly Services if the
etermnes that the placenent is Stable. Provides
or purposes of ch. 39, F.S., the term"other
Person responsible for a chiid s welfare" includes
requent visitors in the honme who care for the child.
Provi des that the Departnent of Children and Fan1|¥
Servi ces may.  not inpose sanctions under the WAGES Program
against a child' s caregiver because of the child's
failure to nake satisfactory progress in school
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