Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 2109

By the Conmittee on El ection Reform and Represent at
Fl anagan, Goodlette, Crow,_ Henriquez, Diaz de |la Porti
Futch, WIson, Brown and Starks

i ves
| a,

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 99.095, F.S.; nodifying the requirenents for

4 the alternative nethod of qualifying; requiring
5 i ssuance of petition formats instead of

6 petition forns; anmending s. 99.0955, F. S

7 nodi fying the requirenents for a candidate with
8 no party affiliation to obtain ballot position
9 requiring issuance of petition formats instead
10 of petition forms; anending s. 99.096, F.S.

11 nodi fying the requirenents for a mnor party
12 candi date to obtain ballot position; requiring
13 i ssuance of petition formats instead of

14 petition forns; amending s. 99.09651, F.S.

15 nodi fying the petition requirenents in a year
16 of apportionnent; anending s. 99.097, F.S.

17 al l owi ng mi nor party candi dates to have

18 petitions verified at no charge; revising

19 subm ssion requirenents with respect to
20 signature verification totals for an issue to
21 be placed on the ballot; amending s. 99. 103,
22 F.S.; providing for minor political parties to
23 receive the sane percentage of the filing fees
24 as mpjor political parties; anmending s.
25 103. 021, F.S.; nodifying the requirenents for
26 certain mnor political parties to have the
27 nanes of their candi dates for President and
28 Vice President printed on the general election
29 ballot; requiring use of petition formats;
30 anending s. 105.035, F.S.; nodifying the
31 requirenments for the alternative nethod of
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1 qual i fying for judicial candidates; requiring

2 i ssuance of petition formats instead of

3 petition forns; anmending ss. 98.231, 99.021

4 99. 061, 99.092, 99.0965, 100.111, 100. 141,

5 101. 151, 101.191, 101.251, 101.5606, 106.08,

6 106. 141, and 106.143, F.S.; to conform

7 providing an effective date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Section 99.095, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 99.095 Alternative nethod of qualifying.--

14 (1) A person seeking to qualify for nonmination to any
15 ) office may qualify to have his or her nanme placed on the

16 | ballot for the first primary election by neans of the

17 | petitioning process prescribed in this section. A person

18 | qualifying by this alternative nethod shall not be required to
19| pay the qualifying fee or party assessnent required by this
20 | chapter. A person using this petitioning process shall file
21| an oath with the officer before whomthe candi date woul d

22 | qualify for the office stating that he or she intends to

23| qualify by this alternative nethod for the office sought. If
24 | the person is running for an office which will be grouped on
25| the ballot with two or nore simlar offices to be filled at
26 | the sane el ection, the candidate nust indicate in his or her
27 | oath for which group or district office he or she is running.
28 | The oath shall be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday
29 | after the first Monday in January of the year in which the

30| first primary is held, but prior to the 21st day preceding the
31| first day of the qualifying period for the office sought. The
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Departnent of State shall prescribe the formto be used in
adm nistering and filing such oath. No signatures shall be
obtai ned by a candidate on any nominating petition until the
candidate has filed the oath required in this section. |If the
person is running for an office which will be grouped on the
ballot with two or nore simlar offices to be filled at the
sane el ection and the petition does not indicate the group or
district office for which the person is running, the
si gnatures obtained on such petition will not be counted.

2> Upon receipt of a witten oath froma candi date,
the qualifying officer shall provide the candidate with a
petition format ferms—in—sufHetent—nurbers—tofactHtate—the
gathering—of—stghatures—pursuant—to—this—secton—Sueh—forns
shatH—be prescribed by the Departnent of State to be used by
the candidate to reproduce petitions for circul ation

(2) 3)y—WwWhen—a——candidate—has—+itedthe-oathpreseribed
. I . PIEY i e s

stbseetion— A candidate for an office elected on a statew de
basis shall obtain the signatures of a nunber of qualified
el ectors equal to at least 1 percent of the total nunber of

regi stered electors of Florida or 3 percent of the total

nunber of registered electors of Florida who are registered in
the party by which the candi date seeks nonination, as shown by
the conpilation by the Departnent of State for the | ast
precedi ng general election, whichever is | ess. A candidate

3
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for any federal, state, county, or district office to be
el ected on I ess than a statew de basis shall obtain the
signatures of a nunber of qualified electors of the district,
county, or other geographical entity equal to at least 1

percent of the total nunber of registered voters of the

district, county, or other geographical entity represented by

the office sought or 3 percent of the total nunber of

regi stered voters of the party by which the candi date seeks
nom nation that are registered within the district, county, or
ot her geographical entity represented by the office sought, as
shown by the conpilation by the Departnment of State for the

| ast preceding general election, whichever is less. A

separate petition shall be circulated for each candi date
availing hinself or herself of the provisions of this section
However, candi dates for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor formng joint candidacies shall use the sane

nom nating petition for both candi dates.

(3)t4)y(a) Each candidate for nom nation to federal
state, or multicounty district office shall subnit his or her
petition Ht+e—aseparatepetitionTfor—each—county—ft+romwhich

. e I - et b 5
prior to noon of the 21st day preceding the first day of the

qgual i fying period for the office sought, to the supervisor of
el ections of the county for which such petition is circul ated.
Each supervisor of elections to whoma petition is subnitted
shal |l check the signatures on the petition to verify their
status as el ectors of the peHtical——party—by—whieh—the
candi-date—seeks—nomnatton—and—of—that county, district, or

ot her geographical entity unrit represented by the office being
sought by the candidate and of the political party by which

t he candi date seeks nonmination, if applicable. Prior to the
4
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first date for qualifying, the supervisor shall certify the
nunber shown as registered electors of such county, district,
or other geographical entity uwnit and of the appropriate
political party and submit such certification to the
Departnent of State. The Departnent of State shall deternine
whet her the required nunber of signatures has been obtai ned
for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the ballot and
shall notify the candidate. |If the required nunber of

si gnatures has been obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the
time prescribed for qualifying for office, submt a copy of
such notice to, and file his or her qualifying papers and oath
prescribed by s. 99.021 with, the Departnent of State. Upon
recei pt of the copy of such notice and the qualifying papers,
the departnent shall certify the nane of the candidate to the
appropriate supervisor or supervisors of elections as having
qualified for the office sought.

(b) Each candidate for nomination to a county office
or district office not covered by paragraph (a), shall submnit
his or her petition, prior to noon of the 21st day preceding
the first day of the qualifying period for the office sought,
to the supervisor of elections of the county for which the
petition was circulated. The supervisor shall check the
signatures on the petition to verify their status as electors
of the peHtical—partyTfor—whichthe—candi-date—seeks
nernati-on—and—of—the county, district, or other geographica
entity represented by the office being sought and of the
political party by which the candi date seeks nomi nation, if

applicable. Prior to the first date for qualifying, the
supervi sor shall deterni ne whether the required nunber of
si gnatures has been obtained for the nane of the candidate to
be placed on the ballot and shall notify the candidate. |If

5
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the required nunber of signatures has been obtai ned, the
candi date shall, during the tine prescribed for qualifying for
office, submt a copy of the notice to,and file his or her
qual i fying papers and oath prescribed by s. 99.021 with,the
supervi sor of elections. Upon receipt of the copy of such
notice and the qualifying papers by the supervisor of
el ections, such candidate shall be entitled to have his or her
nane printed on the ballot.

Section 2. Section 99.0955, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 99.0955, F.S., for present text.)

99. 0955 Candidates with no party affiliation; nane on

general election ballot.--

(1) Each person seeking to qualify for election as a

candidate with no party affiliation shall file his or her

gualification papers with and pay the qualifying fee to the

qgual i fying officer during the tinmes and under the conditions

prescribed in s. 99.061 or qualify by the alternative nethod

prescribed in subsection (3). Upon qualifying, the candi date

shall be entitled to have his or her nane placed on the

general election ballot.

(2) The qualifying fee for candidates with no party

affiliation shall consist of a filing fee and an el ection

assessnent. The amount of the filing fee is 3 percent of the

annual salary of the office sought. The anpbunt of the el ection

assessnent is 1 percent of the annual salary of the office

sought. The el ection assessnent shall be deposited into the

El ecti ons Commi ssion Trust Fund. Filing fees paid to the

Departnent of State shall be deposited into the General

Revenue Fund of the state. Filing fees paid to the supervisor
6
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of elections shall be deposited into the general revenue fund

of the county.

(3)(a) A candidate with no party affiliation may, in

lieu of paying the qualifying fee, qualify for office by the

alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A candidate

using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the

of ficer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the office

stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative

nethod. If the person is running for an office which requires

a group or district designation, the candidate nust indicate

the designation in his or her oath. The oath shall be filed at

any tine after the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in

January of the year in which the election is held, but prior

to the 21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying

period for the office sought. The Departnent of State shal

prescribe the formto be used in admnistering and filing such

oath. No signatures shall be obtained by a candidate on any

petition until the candidate has filed the oath required in

this subsection. Upon receipt of the witten oath froma

candi date, the qualifying officer shall provide the candidate

with a petition fornmat prescribed by the Departnent of State

to be used by the candidate to reproduce petitions for

circulation. If the candidate is running for an office which

requires a group or district designation, the petition nust

i ndi cate that designation or the signatures obtained on such

petition will not be counted.

(b) A candidate shall obtain the signatures of a

nunber of qualified electors in the geographic entity

represented by the office sought equal to at |east 1 percent

of the registered electors of the geographical entity

represented by the office sought, as shown by the conpil ation
7
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by the Departnent of State for the |ast precedi ng genera

el ecti on.
(c) Each petition shall be subnitted, prior to noon of

the 21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying period

for the office sought, to the supervisor of elections of the

county for which such petition was circul ated. Each supervi sor

to whoma petition is submtted shall check the signatures on

the petition to verify their status as electors in the

geographi cal entity represented by the office sought. Prior to

the first day for qualifying, the supervisor shall certify the

nunber shown as registered el ectors.

(d)1. Certifications for candidates for federal

state, or multicounty district office shall be subnmitted to

the Departnent of State. The Departnent of State shal

determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the

ball ot and shall notify the candi date.

2. For candidates for county office or district office

not covered by subparagraph 1., the supervisor of elections

shal | determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has

been obtained for the nane of the candidate to be placed on

the ballot and shall notify the candi date.

(e) If the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the tinmes and under the

conditions prescribed in s. 99.061, subnit a copy of the

notice received pursuant to paragraph (d) and file his or her

gual i fying papers and the oath prescribed by s. 99.021 with

the qualifying officer
Section 3. Section 99.096, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See
8
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s. 99.096, F.S., for present text.)
99.096 M nor party candi dates; nanmes on ballot.--

(1) The executive conmittee of a minor political party

shall, no later than noon of the third day prior to the first

day of the qualifying period prescribed for federal candi dates

and no later than noon of the third day prior to the first day

of the qualifying period for state candi dates, subnit to the

Departnent of State an official list of the respective

candi dates nom nated by that party to be on the ballot in the

general election. The Departnent of State shall notify the

appropriate supervisors of elections of the nane of each m nor

party candidate eligible to qualify before such supervisor

The official |ist of nom nated candi dates may not be changed

by the party after having been filed with the Departnent of

State, except that candi dates who have qualified nay w t hdraw

fromthe ballot pursuant to the provisions of this code and

vacancies in noninations nmay be filled pursuant to s. 100.111

(2) Each person seeking to qualify for election as a

candi date of a minor political party shall file his or her

gual ification papers with and pay the qualifying fee and, if

one has been levied, the party assessnent to the qualifying

officer during the tinmes and under the conditions prescribed

ins. 99.061 or qualify by the alternative nethod prescri bed

i n subsection (3).

(3)(a) A nmnor party candidate may, in lieu of paying

the qualifying fee and party assessnent, qualify for office by

the alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A

candi date using this petitioning process shall file an oath

with the officer before whomthe candidate would qualify for

the office stating that he or she intends to qualify by this

alternative nethod. If the person is running for an office
9
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which requires a group or district designation, the candi date

nmust indicate the designation in his or her oath. The oath

shall be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday after the

first Monday in January of the year in which the election is

hel d, but prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of the

qgual i fying period for the office sought. The Departnent of

State shall prescribe the formto be used in adninistering and

filing such oath. No signatures shall be obtained by a

candi date on any petition until the candidate has filed the

oath required in this section. Upon receipt of the witten

oath froma candidate, the qualifying officer shall provide

the candidate with a petition format prescri bed by the

Departnent of State to be used by the candidate to reproduce

petitions for circulation. If the candidate is running for an

office which requires a group or district designation, the

petition nust indicate that designation or the signatures on

such petition will not be counted.

(b) A candidate shall obtain the signatures of a

nunber of qualified electors in the geographic entity

represented by the office sought equal to 1 percent of the

regi stered el ectors of the geographic entity represented by

the office sought, as shown by the conpilation by the

Departnent of State for the |last preceding general election.

(c) Each petition shall be subnitted prior to noon of

the 21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying period

for the office sought, to the supervisor of elections of the

county for which such petition was circul ated. Each supervi sor

to whoma petition is submtted shall check the signatures on

the petition to verify their status as electors in the

geogr aphi cal entity represented by the office sought. Prior to

10
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the first day for qualifying, the supervisor shall certify the

nunber shown as registered el ectors.

(d)1. Certifications for candidates for federal

state, or multicounty district office shall be subnmitted to

the Departnent of State. The Departnent of State shal

determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the

ball ot and shall notify the candi date.

2. For candidates for county office or district office

not covered by subparagraph 1., the supervisor of elections

shal | determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has

been obtained for the nane of the candidate to be placed on

the ballot and shall notify the candi date.

(e) If the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the tinmes and under the

conditions prescribed in s. 99.061, subnit a copy of the

notice received pursuant to paragraph (d) and file his or her

gual i fying papers and the oath prescribed by s. 99.021 with

the qualifying officer

(4) A minor party candi date whose nane has been

subm tted pursuant to subsection (1) and who has qualified for

office shall be entitled to have his or her nane placed on the

general election ballot.
Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 99.09651, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99. 09651 Signature requirenents for ballot position in
year of apportionnent.--

(1) In a year of apportionnent, any candi date for
representative to Congress, state Senate, or state House of
Representatives seeking ballot position by the alternative
nmet hod prescribed in s. 99.095, s. 99.0955, or s. 99.096 er—as

11
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poest+tion shall obtain at | east the nunber of signatures equa
to one-third of 1 percent of the ideal population for the

district of the office being sought.

Section 5. Subsection (4) of section 99.097, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99.097 Verification of signatures on petitions.--

(4) The supervisor shall be paid in advance the sum of
10 cents for each signature checked or the actual cost of
checki ng such signature, whichever is |ess, by the candi date;

. ’ o II e
stubm-tting—the—petition or, in the case of a petition to have
an issue placed on the ballot, by the person or organization
submtting the petition. However, if a candidate, person, or
organi zation seeking to have an issue placed upon the ball ot
cannot pay such charges wi thout inposing an undue burden on
personal resources or upon the resources otherw se avail abl e
to such candi date, person, or organization, such candi date,
person, or organi zation shall, upon witten certification of
such inability given under oath to the supervisor, be entitled
to have the signatures verified at no charge. However—an—-oeath
Cn F ey I b I " I
» I . - bt el -

fer—a—mnor—party— In the event a candi date, person, or

organi zation subnitting a petition to have an issue pl aced
upon the ballot is entitled to have the signatures verified at
no charge, the supervisor of elections of each county in which
the signatures are verified at no charge shall submt the
total nunber of such signatures checked in the county to the
Di vision of Elections Conptretter no | ater than Decenber 1 of
the general election year, and the Conptroller shall cause
12
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such supervi sor of elections to be reinbursed fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund in an anount equal to 10 cents for each nane
checked or the actual cost of checking such signatures,

whi chever is less. In no event shall such rei nbursenent of
costs be deened or applied as extra conpensation for the
supervisor. Petitions shall be retained by the supervisors
for a period of 1 year following the election for which the
petitions were circul ated.

Section 6. Section 99.103, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

99. 103 Departnent of State to remt part of filing
fees and party assessnents of candidates to state executive
conmittee. --

(1) Each political party organi zed pursuant to chapter
103 H—rere—than—three-fourths—of thefuH—authorized

cormmttee shall receive, for the purpose of neeting its
expenses, all filing fees collected by the Departnent of State
fromits candi dates | ess an anount equal to 15 percent of the
filing fees, which anount the Departnent of State shal

deposit in the General Revenue Fund of the state.

(2) Not later than 20 days after the cl ose of
qgqual i fying in even-nunbered years, the Departnent of State
shall remt 95 percent of all filing fees, |ess the anpunt
deposited in general revenue pursuant to subsection (1), or

13
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party assessnents that nmay have been collected by the
departnment to the respective state executive conmittees of the
parties ecenptying—wth—subsectron—{I—FParty—assessrents
coH-ected—bythe Departrent—of —StateshatHt—beremttedtothe
. . . . . F I
. N e ded I . . o
organizet—under—the—provistons—of—chapter—163. The renai nder

of filing fees or party assessnents collected by the
Departnent of State shall be renmitted to the appropriate state
executive commttees not later than the date of the first
prinmary.

Section 7. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 103.021,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

103. 021 Nomination for presidential
el ectors.--Candi dates for presidential electors shall be
nonm nated in the followi ng manner

(3) . et eat I I :

i F o Y o . ! I
independent Candi dates for President and Vice President with

no party affiliation may have their nanmes printedyon the

general election ballot balHHets if a petition is signed by at
|l east 1 percent of the registered electors of this state, as
shown by the conpilation by the Departnment of State for the
| ast preceding general election. A separate petition from
each county for which signatures are solicited shall be
submtted to the supervisor of elections of the respective
county no later than July 15 of each presidential election
year. The supervisor shall check the nanes and, on or before
the date of the first primary, shall certify the nunber shown
as registered electors of the county. The supervisor shall be
paid by the person requesting the certification the cost of
14
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1| checking the petitions as prescribed in s. 99.097. The

2 | supervisor shall then forward the certificate to the

3 | Departnent of State which shall determ ne whether or not the
4 | percentage factor required in this section has been net. Wen
5| the percentage factor required in this section has been net,
6 | the Departnent of State shall order the nanes of the

7 | candidates for whomthe petition was circul ated to be included
8| on the ballot and shall permt the required nunber of persons
9|to be certified as electors in the same manner as other party
10 | candi dat es.

11 (4)(a) A Any—rmnor—pot-tical—party—which—has—+net—the
12 S . o . i I

13 : il i : e e I
14 | sted o I . . I I ol .
15 | battot—ant—whieh mnor political party that is affiliated

16 | with a national party holding a national convention to

17 | nomi nate candi dates for President and Vice President of the
18 | United States, may have the nanes of its candi dates for

19 | President and Vice President of the United States printed on
20| the general election ballot by filing with the Departnent of
21| State a certificate nam ng the candi dates for President and
22| Vice President and listing the required nunmber of persons to
23 | serve as electors. Notification to the Departnent of State

24 | under this subsection shall be nade by Septenber 1 of the year
25| in which the election is held. Wen the Departnent of State
26 | has been so notified, it shall order the nanes of the

27 | candi dates nomi nated by the m nor party fer—whemthepetition
28 | was—eirecutated to be included on the ballot and shall permt
29 | the required nunber of persons to be certified as electors in
30 | the sanme manner as ot her party candi dates.

31
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1 (b) A minor political party that is not affiliated

2| with a national party holding a national convention to

3| noninate candidates for President and Vice President of the

4] United States may have the nanes of its candi dates for

5] President and Vice President printed on the general election
6| ballot if a petition is signed by at |least 1 percent of the

7| registered electors of this state, as shown by the conpil ation
8| by the Departnent of State for the | ast precedi ng genera

9] election. The petition format prescribed by the Departnment of
10| State nay be obtained fromthe departnent at any tine after

11| the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January preceding
12 | the general election to be used to reproduce petitions for

13| circulation. A separate petition fromeach county for which
14 | signatures are solicited shall be submitted to the supervisors
15| of elections of the respective county no later than July 15 of
16 | each presidential election year. The supervisor shall check
17 | the nanes and, on or before the date of the first prinary,

18 | shall certify the nunber shown as registered electors of the
19 | county. The supervisor shall be paid by the person requesting
20| the certification the cost of checking the petitions as

21 | prescribed in s. 99.097. The supervisor shall then forward the
22 | certificate to the Departnent of State which shall deternine
23 | whether or not the percentage factor required in this section
24 | has been nmet. Wen the percentage factor required in this

25| section has been net, the Departnent of State shall order the
26 | nanes of the candidates for whomthe petition was circul ated
27| to be included on the ball ot and shall pernit the required

28 | nunber of persons to be certified as electors in the sane

29 | manner as other party candi dat es.

30 Section 8. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
31| 105.035, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

16
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105.035 Alternative nethod of qualifying for certain
judicial offices.--

(1) A person seeking to qualify for election to the
office of circuit judge or county court judge who—i+s—tuhrable—to

to—himor—her may qualify for election to such office by neans
of the petitioning process prescribed in this section. A

person qualifying by this alternative nethod shall not be

required to pay the qualifying fee required by this chapter. A

person using this petitioning process shall file an oath with
the officer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the
office stating that he or she intends to qualify by this

alternative nethod for the office sought antd—statingthat—he

or—she—is—unablre—to—pay—the—eguati-Hyingfeefor—the—-ofiHiece

resources—otherwse—avaitable—to—himor—her. Such oath shal
be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday after the first
Monday i n January of the year in which the election is held,
but prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of the
qgual i fying period for the office sought. The form of such oath
shal |l be prescribed by the Division of Elections. No
signatures shall be obtained until the person has filed the
oath prescribed in this subsection

(2) Upon receipt of a witten oath froma candi date,
the qualifying officer shall provide the candidate with a
petition format prescribed by the Division of Elections to be

used by the candidate to reproduce petitions for circul ation

ferms—in—suf-Hectent—nunrbers—tofaciHtatethegatheringof
stgratures—pursuant—to—this—seetion. No signature shall be

counted toward the nunber of signatures required unless it is
17
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1| on a petition form prescribed pursuant to this subsection

2 | Ssueh—+tors—shatH—bepreseribet—by—thebrviston—of—FH-eetions—
3| If the candidate is running for an office which will be

4 | grouped on the ballot with two or nore simlar offices to be
5|filled at the sane election, the candidate's petition nust

6| indicate, prior to the obtaining of registered electors

7 | signatures, for which group the candidate is running.

8 (3) A candidate for the office of circuit judge shal
9| obtain the signature of a nunber of qualified electors of the
10| judicial circuit equal to at least 1 3 percent of the total
11 | nunber of registered electors of the judicial circuit,as

12 | shown by the conpilation by the Departnent of State for the
13 | last preceding general election. A candidate for the office
14 | of county court judge shall obtain the signatures of a nunber
15| of qualified electors of the county equal to at least 1 3

16 | percent of the total nunber of registered electors of the

17 | county, as shown by the conpilation by the Departnent of State
18 | for the | ast preceding general election. A separate petition
19 | shall be circulated for each candidate availing hinself or

20 | herself of the provisions of this section.

21 Section 9. Section 98.231, Florida Statutes, is

22 | anended to read:

23 98.231 Supervisor of elections to furnish Departnent
24 | of State nunber of registered el ectors.--The supervisor of

25| each county, within 15 days after the closing of registration
26 | books prior to the election, shall, for the county and for

27 | each legislative and congressional district in which such

28 | county or any portion thereof is |ocated, advise the

29 | Departnent of State of the total nunber of registered electors
30| of each political party in which any elector has registered
31

18
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and the nunber of electors registered with no as—independents
or—without party affiliation.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
99.021, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

99.021 Form of candi date oath. --

(1) (a) Each candidate, whether a party candidate, a an
independent candidate with no party affiliation, or a wite-in
candidate, in order to qualify for nom nation or election to

any office other than a judicial office as defined in chapter
105, shall take and subscribe to an oath or affirmation in
witing. A printed copy of the oath or affirnmation shall be
furnished to the candidate by the officer before whom such
candi date seeks to qualify and shall be substantially in the
following form

State of Florida
County of....

Before nme, an officer authorized to adm ni ster oaths,
personal |y appeared ... (please print nane as you wish it to
appear on the ballot)..., to me well known, who, being sworn,
says that he or she is a candidate for the office of ....;
that he or she is a qualified elector of .... County, Florida;
that he or she is qualified under the Constitution and the
laws of Florida to hold the office to which he or she desires
to be nonminated or elected; that he or she has taken the oath
required by ss. 876.05-876.10, Florida Statutes; that he or
she has qualified for no other public office in the state, the
termof which office or any part thereof runs concurrent with
that of the office he or she seeks; and that he or she has
resigned fromany office fromwhich he or she is required to
resign pursuant to s. 99.012, Florida Statutes.

19
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...(Signature of candidate)..
... (Address)...

Sworn to and subscribed before nme this .... day of ....,
19...., at .... County, Florida.
...(Signature and title of officer adm nistering oath)..

Section 11. Subsections (1) and (6) and paragraph (a)
of subsection (7) of section 99.061, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

99.061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election
to federal, state, county, or district office.--

(1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nonination
or election to a federal, state, or nmulticounty district
office, other than a judicial office as defined in chapter
105, shall file his or her qualification papers with, and pay
the qualifying fee, which shall consist of the filing fee and
el ection assessnment, and party assessnent, if any has been
| evied, to, the Departnent of State, or qualify by the
alternative nethod with the Departnent of State, at any tine
after noon of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be as
follows: the 120th day prior to the first primry, but not
| ater than noon of the 116th day prior to the date of the
first primary, for persons seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to federal office; and noon of the 50th day prior
to the first primary, but not |ater than noon of the 46th day
prior to the date of the first primary, for persons seeking to
gualify for nom nation or election to a state or nulticounty

district office. , iy — ,
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(6) Notwithstanding the qualifying period prescribed

in this section, if a candidate has subnitted the necessary
petitions by the required deadline in order to qualify by the
alternative nmethod as a candidate for nonmination or election
and such candidate is notified after the 5th day prior to the
| ast day for qualifying that the required nunber of signatures
has been obtai ned, such candidate shall be entitled to
subscribe to the candidate's oath and file the qualifying
papers at any tinme within 5 days fromthe date such candi date
is notified that the necessary nunber of signatures has been
obtai ned. Any candidate who qualifies within the tine
prescribed in this subsection shall be entitled to have his or
her nane printed on the ball ot.

(7)(a) In order for a candidate to be qualified, the
following itens nust be received by the filing officer by the
end of the qualifying period:

1. A properly executed check drawn upon the
candi date's canpai gn account in an amount not |ess than the
fee required by s. 99.092 or, in lieu thereof, as applicable,
the copy of the notice of obtaining ballot position pursuant
to s. 99. 095, er—the—undue—burden—oath—authortzedpursuant—to
S. 99.0955,0r s. 99.096. |If a candidate's check is returned
by the bank for any reason, the filing officer shal
i medi ately notify the candi date and the candi date shall, the
end of qualifying notw thstanding, have 48 hours fromthe tine
such notification is received, excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and | egal holidays, to pay the fee with a cashier's check

21
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purchased from funds of the canpai gn account. Failure to pay
the fee as provided in this subparagraph shall disqualify the
candi dat e.

2. The candidate's oath required by s. 99.021, which
nmust contain the nane of the candidate as it is to appear on
the ballot; the office sought, including the district or group
nunber if applicable; and the signature of the candidate, duly
acknow edged.

3. The loyalty oath required by s. 876.05, signed by
t he candi date and duly acknow edged.

4. |f the office sought is partisan, the witten
statenent of political party affiliation required by s.
99.021(1) (b).

5. The conmpleted formfor the appointnent of canpaign
treasurer and designation of canpai gn depository, as required
by s. 106.021.

6. The full and public disclosure or statenent of
financial interests required by subsection (4).

Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 99.092, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99.092 (Qualifying fee of candidate; notification of
Departnent of State.--

(1) Each person seeking to qualify for nomination or
el ection to any office, except a person seeking to qualify by
the alternative nethod pursuant to s. 99.095, s. 99.0955, or

s. 99.096 and except a person seeking to qualify as a wite-in

candi date, shall pay a qualifying fee, which shall consist of

a filing fee and el ection assessnent, to the officer with whom

the person qualifies, and any party assessnent |evied, and

shal |l attach the original or signed duplicate of the receipt

for his or her party assessnment or pay the sane, in accordance
22
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1| with the provisions of s. 103.121, at the tine of filing his
2| or her other qualifying papers. The anmount of the filing fee
3|is 3 percent of the annual salary of the office. The anpunt
4] of the election assessment is 1 percent of the annual salary
5] of the office sought. The el ection assessnent shall be

6 | deposited into the Elections Commr ssion Trust Fund. The

7 | amount of the party assessnent is 2 percent of the annua

8 | salary. The annual salary of the office for purposes of

9| conputing the filing fee, election assessment, and party

10 | assessnent shall be conmputed by multiplying 12 tinmes the

11 | nonthly sal ary, excluding any special qualification pay,

12 | aut hori zed for such office as of July 1 imediately preceding
13| the first day of qualifying. No qualifying fee shall be

14 | returned to the candi date unless the candidate w thdraws his
15| or her candi dacy before the last date to qualify. If a

16 | candidate dies prior to an election and has not withdrawn his
17 | or her candi dacy before the last date to qualify, the

18 | candidate's qualifying fee shall be returned to his or her

19 | designated beneficiary, and, if the filing fee or any portion
20 | thereof has been transferred to the political party of the
21| candidate, the Secretary of State shall direct the party to
22 | return that portion to the designated beneficiary of the
23 | candi dat e.
24 Section 13. Section 99.0965, Florida Statutes, is
25| anended to read:
26 99. 0965 M nor parties; selection of candidates.--A
27 | minor political party wthapositiron—onthe—general—etection
28 | batH+ot may provide for the designation of its official l|ist of
29 | nonminated candidates in any manner that it deens proper. The
30 | state executive conmittee of the party shall by resolution
31

23
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1| adopt a procedure for the selection of candi dates, a copy of

2 | which shall be subnmitted to the Departnent of State.

3 Section 14. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) and

4 | subsection (6) of section 100.111, Florida Statutes, are

5| anended to read:

6 100. 111 Filling vacancy. --

7 (3) \Whenever there is a vacancy for which a special

8| election is required pursuant to s. 100.101(1)-(4), the

9 | Governor, after consultation with the Secretary of State,

10| shall fix the date of a special first primary election, a

11 | special second primary election, and a special election

12 | Noni nees of political parties other than minor politica

13 | parties shall be chosen under the primary |l aws of this state
14 ] in the special primary elections to becone candidates in the
15| special election. Prior to setting the special election

16 | dates, the Governor shall consider any upcomng elections in
17 | the jurisdiction where the special election will be held. The
18 | dates fixed by the Governor shall be specific days certain and
19 | shall not be established by the happening of a condition or

20| stated in the alternative. The dates fixed shall provide a

21 | mi ni rum of 2 weeks between each election. In the event a

22 | vacancy occurs in the office of state senator or nenber of the
23 | House of Representatives when the Legislature is in regular

24 | legislative session, the mnimumtines prescribed by this

25 | subsection may be wai ved upon concurrence of the Governor, the
26 | Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of
27 | the Senate. |f a vacancy occurs in the office of state

28 | senator and no session of the Legislature is scheduled to be
29 | held prior to the next general election, the Governor may fix
30| the dates for any special primary and for the special election
31| to coincide with the dates of the first and second prinmary and

24
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general election. |f a vacancy in office occurs in any
district in the state Senate or House of Representatives or in
any congressional district, and no session of the Legislature,
or session of Congress if the vacancy is in a congressiona
district, is scheduled to be held during the unexpired portion
of the term the Governor is not required to call a special
el ection to fill such vacancy.

(c) The dates for a candidate to qualify by the

al ternati ve net hodi—te—eguat-fy—as—an—independent—candidate—or
to—guat-fy—as—amnor—party—candi-date in such special primary

or special election shall be fixed by the Departnent of State.
In fixing such dates the Departnent of State shall take into
consi derati on and be governed by the practical tine
limtations.

4+~ Any candi date seeking to qualify by the alternative
net hod fer—nomnratioen in a special primary el ection shal
obtain 25 percent of the signatures required by s. 99.095, s.
99. 0955, or s. 99.096, as applicable.

5—99-096—
(6) In the event that a vacancy occurs which | eaves

| ess than 4 weeks for a mnor——party—candi-date—an—independent
candi-date;—o+r—a candi date seeking to qualify by the

alternative nethod to gather signatures for ballot position
t he nunber of signatures required for ballot placenent shal

25
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be 25 percent of the nunmber of signatures required by s.
99. 095, s. 99.0955, or s. 99.096, whichever is applicable.

Section 15. Subsection (2) of section 100.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

100. 141 Notice of special election to fill any vacancy
in office or nomination.--

(2) The Departnent of State shall prepare a notice
stating what offices and vacancies are to be filled in the
special election, the date set for each special primary
el ection and the special election, the dates fixed for
qgualifying for office, the dates fixed for qualifying by the

alternative nethod, as—an—tndependent—candidate,—or—as—arwnor
patrty—candidate,-and the dates fixed for filing canpaign

expense statenents.

Section 16. Subsection (5) of section 101.151, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 151 Specifications for general election
ballot.--1n counties in which voting nachines are not used,
and in other counties for use as absentee ballots not designed
for tabulation by an electronic or el ectronechanical voting
system the general election ballot shall conformto the
fol l owi ng specifications:

(5) Mnor political party candi dates and rndependent
candi dates with no party affiliation shall have their nanes

appear on the general election ballot foll owing the nanes of
recogni zed political parties, in the sane order as they were
certified.

Section 17. Subsection (1) of section 101.191, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 191 Form of general election ballot.--

26

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 2109
168- 367A- 99

1 (1) The general election ballot shall be in
2| substantially the followi ng form
3
4 OFFI Cl AL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTI ON
5] No COUNTY, FLORI DA
6 Preci nct No.
7 ...(Date)...
8| (Signature of Voter) (Initials of Issuing Oficial)
9 Stub No. 1
10
11 OFFI Cl AL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTI ON
12 | No. COUNTY, FLORI DA
13 Preci nct No.
14 ...(Date)..
15 (Initials of Issuing Oficial)
16 Stub No. 2
17
18 OFFI Cl AL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTI ON
19 COUNTY, FLORI DA
20 Preci nct No.
21 ...(Date)..
22 TO VOTE for a candi date whose nane is printed on the
23| ballot, mark a cross (X) in the blank space at the Rl GHT of
24 | the nanme of the candidate for whom you desire to vote. To
25| vote for a candi date whose nane is not printed on the ballot,
26 | wite the candidate's nane in the blank space provi ded for
27 | that purpose.
28
29 ELECTORS
30 For President
31 and
27
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1 Vi ce President
2| (A vote for the candidates will actually be a vote for their
3| electors)
4| Vote for group
5
6 DEMOCRATI C
7
8 | (Nanme of Candi date)
9 For President
10 []
11
12 | (Nane of Candi date)
13 For Vice President
14
15 REPUBLI CAN
16
17 | (Nane of Candi date)
18 For President
19 []
20
21 | (Nane of Candi date)
22 For Vice President
23
24 (NAME OF M NOR PARTY)
25
26 | (Nane of Candi date)
27 For President
28 []
29
30 | (Nane of Candi date)
31 For Vice President

28
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1

2 NO PARTY AFFI LI ATI ON +HNDEPENDENT

3

4 | (Nanme of Candi date)

5 For President

6 []

7

8 | (Nanme of Candi date)

9 For Vice President

10

11 WRI TE- | N

12

13 | For President

14

15 | For Vice President

16

17 CONGRESSI ONAL

18 | UNI TED STATES SENATOR

19 | Vote for One

20

21| (Nane of Candidate) (Party abbreviation) []

22

23 | (Nane of Candidate) (Party abbreviation) []

24

25 (And thence other offices under this heading, followed
26 | by the headings and offices as prescribed in s. 101.151.)
27

28 PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL

29 AVENDMENTS OR OTHER PUBLI C MEASURES

30| To vote on a constitutional amendnment or other public neasure,
31| mark a cross (X) in the blank space next to either YES or NO

29
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 2109
168- 367A- 99

1

2 No.

3 CONSTI TUTI ONAL

4 ANVENDVENT

5 ARTICLE ...., SECTION ...

6

7| (Here the wording of the substance of the anmendnent shall be
8| inserted.)

9

10 | YES for Approval []

11

12 | NO for Rejection []

13

14 Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 101.251, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 101. 251 Information which supervisor of elections nust
17 | print on ballots.--

18 (2) In addition to the names printed on the ballot as
19 | provided in subsection (1), the supervisor of elections of

20 | each county shall have printed on the general election ball ot
21| to be used in the county the nanmes of the judicial officers,
22 | as defined in chapter 105, who are entitled to have their

23 | nanmes printed on the ballot;and mnor party candi dates and
24 | independent candidates with no party affiliation who have

25 | obtai ned a position on the general election ballot in

26 | conpliance with the requirenents of this code.

27 Section 19. Subsection (6) of section 101. 5606

28| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

29 101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No
30| electronic or electronechanical voting systemshall be

31
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approved by the Departnent of State unless it is so
constructed that:

(6) At presidential elections it pernmits each el ector
by one operation, to vote for all presidential electors of a

party or for all presidential electors of rndependent
candi dates for President and Vice President with no party

affiliation.

Section 20. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
106. 08, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

106.08 Contributions; limtations on.--

(3)

(c) Wth respect to any canpaign for an office in

which a candidate with no party affiliation an—+ndependent or
a minor party candidate has filed as required in s. 99.0955 or

s. 99.096, but whose qualification is pending a deternination
by the Departnent of State or supervisor of elections as to
whet her or not the required nunber of petition signatures was
obt ai ned:

1. The departnent or supervisor shall, no later than 3
days after that determi nation has been nade, notify in witing
all other candidates for that office of that determ nation

2. Any contribution received by a candidate or the
canpai gn treasurer or deputy canpaign treasurer of a candi date
after the candi date has been notified in witing by the
departnent or supervisor that he or she has becone unopposed
as aresult of a candidate with no party affiliation an
rndependent or a mnor party candidate failing to obtain the
requi red nunber of petition signatures shall be returned to

the person, political conmttee, or conmittee of continuous
exi stence contributing it and shall not be used or expended by
or on behalf of the candi date.

31
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Section 21. Subsection (6) of section 106.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 141 Disposition of surplus funds by candi dates. --

(6) Prior to disposing of funds pursuant to subsection
(4) or transferring funds into an office account pursuant to
subsection (5), any candidate who qualified by the alternative

net hod or was otherwi se not required to pay the el ection

assessnent, or who filed an oath stating that he or she was
unabl e to pay the eteetion—assesstent—or fee for verification
of petition signatures w thout inposing an undue burden on his

or her personal resources or on resources otherw se avail able

to himor her, er—whotitedboth—sueh—oaths—or—whoeuatfied

eleetion—assessrent—shall reinburse the state or | oca
governnental entity, whichever is applicable, for such waived

assessnment or fee or both. Such rei nbursenent shall be nade
first for the cost of petition verification and then, if funds
are remai ning, for the anobunt of the election assessnent. |If
there are insufficient funds in the account to pay the ful
amount of either the assessnent or the fee or both, the
remai ni ng funds shall be disbursed in the above nmanner unti
no funds remain. Al funds disbursed pursuant to this
subsection shall be renmitted to the qualifying officer. Any
rei mbursenent for petition verification costs which are

rei mbursable to by the state shall be forwarded by the
qual i fying officer to the state for deposit in the Genera
Revenue Fund. All reinbursenments for the anpunt of the

el ection assessnment shall be forwarded by the qualifying
officer to the Departnent of State for deposit in the

El ecti ons Conmi ssion Trust Fund.

32
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Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 106.143, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 143 Political advertisenments circulated prior to
el ection; requirenents.--

(2) Any political advertisenent of a candi date running
for partisan office shall express the nane of the politica
party of which the candidate is seeking nonmination or is the
nom nee. If the candidate for partisan office is running as a

af—tndependent candidate with no party affiliation, any

political advertisenent of the candidate nust state that the

candi date has no party affiliation irs—an—+tndependent
candi-date.

Section 23. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

| aw.
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3
Modi fies requirenments for the alternative nethod of
4 uaI!fylnP for candidates of mmjor political parties.
rovi des for issuance of petition formats instead of
5 etition forms. Allows candidates to obtain signatures
rom any registered elector, and requires a nunber of
6 signatures equal to at |east 1 percent of the total
nuiber of reglstered el ectors of the geographical entity
7 represented by the office sought or 3 pefcent of the
total nunber of registered voters of the party by mhlch
8 t he candi date seekS nom nation who are registered wthi
t he geographical entity represented b¥ the office sought
9 whi chever 1Is | ess. Substantiall nDdl i es the procedures’
for quallfylng bY candi dates wi Party affiliation
10 and for mhnor political party candlda to require
filin ? uaI flcatlon PaPers and either paying the
11 qgqual i fying fee or qua ying by an aIternatlv net hod
sim| ar to that provided fof nhjor part andi date
12 Provides that in a year of apportionnent, any candi dat e
for Congress or the Leglslature qual i fying by the
13 al ternative net hod nust neet prescribed requirenents and
obtain at |east a number of S|Pnatures equal to one-third
14 of 1 percent of the ideal population for the district o
the office bein sou?h difies the procedure for
15 pl aci ng on the [Tof the names of presidential and vice
preS|dent|aI candldates with no political party
16 affiliation and candi dates of certain specified mnor
political parties, Reduces the nunber of signatures
17 needed for a candidate for circuit court ju ?e or county
court judge to qualify by the alternative nmefhod. Al ows
18 m nor  poalitical ﬂarty candi dates to have petitions
verified at no c e. Provides for mnor politica
19 parties to receive the sane percentage of the filing fees
as nmpjor political parties. Arends various other
20 rovi si ons of the Florida El ection Code to conform See
il for details
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