Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 2162

By the Committee on Conprehensive PlanninP Local and Mlitary
Affairs; and Senators Kirkpatrick, Mtche [ and Bronson

316-2023-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to | ocal governnents; creating

3 s. 163.055, F.S.; creating the Local Governnent

4 Fi nanci al Techni cal Assistance Program

5 directing the Conptroller to enter into

6 contracts with program providers to assi st

7 smal |l municipalities and i ndependent speci al

8 districts in financial and administrative

9 matters; directing the Legislative Conmittee on

10 I ntergovernnental Relations to advise the

11 Conptrol |l er and conduct performance revi ews of

12 the program providing an appropriation

13 providing an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16

17 Section 1. Section 163.055, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 163.055 Local Governnent Financial Technica
20 | Assi stance Program - -
21 (1) Concerning nmunicipalities and i ndependent speci al
22 | districts, the Legislature finds that:
23 (a) Florida is a state conposed of 400 nunicipalities
24 | and al nost 1,000 special districts statew de.
25 (b) O the 400 nunicipalities in the state, over 200
26 | have a popul ati on under 5, 000.
27 (c) Projected revenue and expenditure trends of many
28 | small municipalities and i ndependent special districts
29 | indicate that a serious fiscal condition has devel oped that
30| could require a nunber of nmunicipalities and i ndependent
31| special districts to declare financial energencies.
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(d) State and federal nandates will continue to place

addi ti onal fundi ng demands on all nmunicipalities and

i ndependent special districts.

(e) Mllions of dollars are | ost every year as nany
primarily small | ocal governments experience financial
deterioration, and many of those ultimately fall into

financi al energency status.

(f) State governnent |acks the specific technica

expertise or resources to effectively perform on-going

educati onal support and financial energency detection or

assi st ance.
(2) Recognizing the findings in subsection (1), the

Legi sl ature declares that:

(a) The fiscal energencies confronting various

nmuni ci palities and i ndependent special districts require an

investnent that will facilitate efforts to i nprove the

productivity and efficiency of their financial structures and

operati ng procedures.

(b) Current and additional revenue enhancenents

aut hori zed by the Legislature should be managed and

admi ni stered usi ng appropri ate managenent practices and

experti se.
(3) The purpose of this section is to provide

techni cal assistance to nunicipalities and i ndependent speci al

districts to enable themto i npl enent workable solutions to

financially rel ated probl ens.

(4) The Conptroller shall enter into contracts with

program provi ders who shall:

(a) Be a public agency or private, nonprofit

corporation, association, or entity.
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(b) Use existing resources, services, and information

that are available fromstate or |ocal agencies, universities,

or the private sector.

(c) Seek and accept funding fromany public or private

sour ce.
(d) Annually subnit information to assist the

Legislative Cormittee on Intergovernnental Relations in

preparing a performance review that will include an anal ysis

of the effectiveness of the program

(e) Assist nunicipalities and i ndependent speci al

districts in developing alternative revenue sources.

(f) Provide for an annual independent financial audit

of the program

(g) Provide assistance to nunicipalities and

i ndependent special districts in the areas of financial

nmanagenent, accounting, investing, budgeting, and debt

i ssuance.
(h) Devel op a needs-assessnent to deternine where

assi stance should be targeted, and establish a priority system

to deliver assistance to those jurisdictions nost in need

t hrough the nost econoni cal neans avail abl e.

(i) Provide financial energency assi stance upon

direction fromthe Ofice of the Governor pursuant to s.
218. 503.
(5)(a) The Conptroller shall issue a request for

proposals to provide assistance to nunicipalities and

i ndependent special districts. At the request of the

Conptroller, the Legislative Conmttee on |ntergovernnental

Rel ati ons shall assist in the preparation of the request for

pr oposal s.
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(b) The Conptroller shall review each contract

proposal subnitted

(c) The Legislative Conmttee on |ntergovernnental

Rel ati ons shall review each contract proposal and subnit to

the Conptroller, in witing, advisory coments and

reconmendations, citing with specificity the reasons for its

reconmendat i ons.

(d) The Conptroller and the conmmittee shall consider

the following factors in review ng contract proposals:

1. The denonstrated capacity of the provider to

conduct needs-assessnents and i npl enent the program as

pr oposed.
2. The nunber of nunicipalities and i ndependent

special districts to be served under the proposal

3. The cost of the programas specified in a proposed

budget .
4. The short-termand |long-term benefits of the

assi stance to nunicipalities and i ndependent speci al

districts.
5. The formand extent to which existing resources,

services, and information that are avail able from state and

| ocal agencies, universities, and the private sector will be

used by the provider under the contract.

(6) A decision of the Conptroller to award a contract

under this section is final and shall be in witing with a

copy provided to the Legislative Conmttee on

| nt ergovernnental Rel ations.

(7) The Conptroller may enter into contracts and

agreenents with other state and | ocal agencies and with any

person, association, corporation, or entity other than the
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program provi ders, for the purpose of adnministering this

secti on.
(8) The Conptroller shall provide fiscal oversight to

ensure that funds expended for the programare used in

accordance with the contracts entered into pursuant to

subsection (4).

(9) The Legislative Conmittee on |ntergovernnental

Rel ati ons shall annually conduct a performance review of the

program The findings of the review shall be presented in a

report subnitted to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

Conptroll er by January 15 of each year

Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Ofice of the Conptroller the sum of

$300, 000 to inplenment the provisions of this act for Fisca

Year 1999-2000.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2162

Provi des an apPropriation of $300, 000 of general revenue to
the Ofice of the troller to I nplenent the Local
Gover nment Fi nanci al Techni cal Assistance Program

Ref erences to "special districts" are changed to "i ndependent
special districts" to clarify the units of IOFPI gover nnent
i

that are eligible for assistance under the b .
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