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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 2221

By the Conmittee on Education/K-12 and Representative Diaz
de la Portilla

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to definitions of education
terns; anmending s. 228.041, F.S.; revising
definitions of "dropout," "graduation rate,"
and "dropout rate"; anmending s. 236.1228, F.S.
relating to statew de education accountability
i ndicators; correcting a cross reference;
conform ng term nol ogy; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (29), (40), and (42) of section
228.041, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anended to
read:

228.041 Definitions.--Specific definitions shall be as
foll ows, and wherever such defined words or terns are used in
the Florida School Code, they shall be used as foll ows:

(29) DROPQUT.--A dropout is a student net——subjeet—to
conput-sory—school—attendance—as—defHHned—+n—s—232-06+-who
neets any one or nore of the following criteria:

(a) The student has voluntarily renoved hinself or
herself fromthe school system before graduation for reasons
that include, but are not limted to, narriage, or the student
has w t hdrawn from school because he or she has failed the
st at ewi de student assessnent test and thereby does not receive
any of the certificates of conpletion

(b) The student has not net the rel evant attendance
requi rements of the school district pursuant to State Board of
Education rules, or the student was expected to attend a
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school but did not enter as expected for unknown reasons, or
t he student's whereabouts are unknown;

(c) The student has wi thdrawn from school, but has not
transferred to another public or private school or enrolled in
any vocational, adult, or alternative educational program or

(d) The student has withdrawn from school due to
har dshi p, unl ess such withdrawal has been granted under the
provisions of s. 322.091, court action, expulsion, nedica

reasons, oOr pregnancy,—of

W I : I  dered—d .

The State Board of Education may adopt rules to inplenent the
provi sions of this subsection.

(40) GRADUATI ON RATE. --The term "graduation rate"
neans t he percentage of students, not counting students who

transfer out of the student population to enroll in another

school system students who withdraw to enroll in a private

school, a hone education program or an adult education

progranm or deceased students; who graduate from hi gh schoo

upon receiving:

(a) A standard high school diplonma, as provided in s.

232.246, within 4 years of entering ninth grade for the first

tinme;
(b) A special diplom, as provided in s. 232.247,

within 5 years; or
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1 (c) A high school equival ency di ploma, as provided in
2|s. 229.814, if the student is 19 years of age or younger

3 .
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14 | Upon enroll nent, incomng transfer students are to be included
15])in the count of the class with which they are scheduled to
16 | graduat e.

17 (42) H GH SCHOOL DROPOUT RATE. --The term "hi gh schoo
18 | dropout rate" neans the annual percentage cal cul ated by

19 | dividing the nunber of students in grades 9 through 12 ever
20

21

22

23 | schoot—year—and who are classified as dropouts pursuant to
24 | subsection (29), by the total nunber of students in grades 9
25| through 12 in attendance at any tine during the school year
26 Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
27 | 236. 1228, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

28 236. 1228 Accountability programgrants. --

29 (4) STATEW DE | NDI CATORS. - -

30 (b) The statewide indicators are:

31
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1. Inprove graduation rate.--The statewi de goal is to
achi eve a graduation rate of 85 percent. The graduate rate
wi ||l be calculated as defined in s. 228.041(40){4%). The
di strict annual graduation rate indicator shall be at |east an
i ncrease of one percentage point or one-third of the
di fference between the second precedi ng year and 85 percent,
whi chever is greater.

2. Inprove high school dropout rate.--The statew de
goal is to achieve a dropout rate in high school of 4 percent
or less. The dropout rate will be calculated as defined in s.
228.041(42){43). The district and hi gh school annual dropout
rate indicator for the high school shall be 6 percent or |ess
and the district average shall be 4 percent or |ess for grades
9 through 12.

3. Inprove pronotion rate.--The statewide goal is to
achi eve a 95-percent pronotion rate fromgrade to grade in
grades 9 through 12. The district and hi gh school annua
promotion rate indicator for the high school fromgrade to
grade in grades 9 through 12 shall be 94 percent or higher and
the district average shall be 95 percent or higher for grades
9 through 12.

4. Increase enrollnent in and conpletion of upper
| evel science courses.--The statewi de goal is to have 20
percent or nore of the high school students enrolled in and
conpl eting level 3 science courses, 55 percent or nore of the
hi gh school students enrolled in | evel 2 science courses, and
20 percent or less of the high school students enrolled in
| evel 1 science courses. Conponents of the district and high
school annual science enroll nment indicator are:

a. For level 3 science courses, the high school shal
have 15 percent or nore of the grades 9 through 12 students
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enrolled in I evel 3 science courses and the district average
shal |l be 20 percent or nore of the grades 9 through 12
students enrolled in |l evel 3 science courses;

b. For level 2 science courses, the high school shal
have 45 percent or nore of the grades 9 through 12 students
enrolled in level 2 science courses and the district average
shal | be 55 percent or nore of the grades 9 through 12
students enrolled in | evel 2 science courses; and

c. For level 1 science courses, the high school shal
have 30 percent or |less of the grades 9 through 12 students
enrolled in level 1 science courses and the district average
shal |l be 20 percent or less of the grades 9 through 12
students enrolled in level 1 science courses.

5. Increase enrollnment in and conpl etion of upper
| evel nat hematics courses.--The statewi de goal is to have 15
percent or nore of the high school students enrolled in and
conpleting level 3 mathematics courses, 50 percent or nore of
t he high school students enrolled in |evel 2 nmathematics
courses, and 30 percent or |less of the high school students
enrolled in level 1 nathenatics courses. Conponents of the
di strict and high school annual mathematics enroll nent
i ndi cator are:

a. For level 3 mathematics courses, the high schoo
shal | have 10 percent or nore of the grades 9 through 12
students enrolled in level 3 mathematics courses and the
di strict average shall be 15 percent or nore of the grades 9
through 12 students enrolled in | evel 3 mathematics courses;

b. For level 2 mathematics courses, the high schoo
shal | have 40 percent or nore of the grades 9 through 12
students enrolled in level 2 mathematics courses and the
di strict average shall be 50 percent or nore of the grades 9
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1| through 12 students enrolled in | evel 2 mathematics courses;
2| and

3 c. For level 1 mathematics courses, the high schoo
4 | shall have 40 percent or |less of the grades 9 through 12

5| students enrolled in level 1 mathematics courses and the

6| district average shall be 30 percent or |ess of the grades 9
7 | through 12 students enrolled in level 1 nathenmatics courses.
8 6. Inprove utilization of postsecondary feedback

9| report.--The statewide goal is to reduce annually the high
10 | school's graduates who are enrolled in a degree program and
11| are referred for renediation in mathematics, readi ng, and
12 | writing in public colleges and universities by 50 percent of
13 | the nunber for the second preceding year. The district and
14 | high school annual referrals for renediation indicators for
15| high school shall be a reduction of 40 percent or nore and the
16 | district's average reduction shall be 50 percent or nore of
17 | the nunber for the second precedi ng year

18 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
19
20 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR KA AR IR A KK A KKK A A K KR A KKK
21 HOUSE SUMVARY
22 . .

Revi ses statutory definitions of "dropout," "graduation

23 rate," and "dropout rate.”
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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