CS for SB 2296 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to tel econmunications services;
3 anending s. 364.0252, F.S.; directing the
4 Fl orida Public Service Comission to inform
5 consuners about specific matters in the
6 t el ecomuni cati ons services narket; anendi ng s.
7 364.24 F.S.; providing for tel ephonic custoner
8 account information; anending s. 364.508, F.S.
9 deleting certain definitions; anmendi ng s.
10 364.509, F.S.; specifying duties of the
11 Departnent of Education relating to distance
12 | earni ng; anmending s. 364.510, F.S.; creating
13 the Florida D stance Learning Network Advisory
14 Council in the Departnent of Education
15 provi di ng for nenbership; specifying
16 representation; providing for organi zation
17 procedures, and conpensation of the council;
18 providing responsibilities of the council;
19 requiring the departnent to provide
20 admi ni strative and support services for the
21 council; amending s. 364.514, F.S., to conform
22 repealing s. 364.506, F.S., relating to the
23 short title to part Il, ch. 364, F.S.
24 repealing s. 364.507, F.S., relating to
25 | egislative intent; repealing 364.511, F. S
26 relating to the powers of the board of
27 directors of the Florida D stance Learning
28 Network; repealing s. 364.512, F.S., relating
29 to the executive director of the network;
30 repealing s. 364.513, F.S., relating to the
31 annual report and audits of the network;
1
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1 provi di ng an appropriation; anending s.
2 364. 025, F.S.; extending the interimnechanism
3 for maintaining universal service objectives
4 and funding carrier-of-last-resort obligations
5 until a specified date; anending s. 364. 052,
6 F.S.; extending carrier-of-last-resort
7 obligations for small |ocal exchange
8 t el ecomuni cati ons conpanies until a specified
9 date; anending s. 364.051, F.S.; extending
10 price caps on certain tel ecomunications
11 services; establishing a task force in the
12 Depart nent of Managenent Services; providing
13 for representation; providing responsibilities;
14 providing for neetings of the task force;
15 providing for support staff for the task force;
16 requiring reports; providing for the
17 di ssol ution of the task force; providing an
18 appropriation; anending s. 337.401, F.S.
19 speci fying that specified provisions do not
20 apply to the provision of pay tel ephone service
21 on public or municipal roads or rights-of-way;
22 providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Section 364.0252, Florida Statutes, 1998
27 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:
28 364. 0252 Expansion of consuner information prograns;
29 | custoner assistance; rul emaking authority. --By—Jdandvary—1;
30 | £999,-The Florida Public Service Comm ssion shall expand its
31| current consurer information programto inform consuners of
2
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1| their rights as custoners of conpetitive tel ecommunications

2 | services and shall assist custonmers in resolving any billing

3| and service disputes that custoners are unable to resol ve

4| directly with the conpany. The conmi ssion may, pursuant to

5| this program require all tel econmunications conpani es

6 | providing local or |ong distance tel ecomuni cations services

7| to devel op and provide information to custoners. The

8 | conmi ssion may specify by rule the types of information to be

9 | devel oped and the manner by which the information will be
10| provided to the custoners. On July 1, 1999, the Florida Public
11 | Service Conmi ssion shall undertake a conprehensi ve and ongoi ng
12 | effort to informconsunmers regardi ng how to protect thensel ves
13 ] in a conpetitive tel econunications nmarket; of specific
14 | concern are inforning consuners concerning the availability of
15| the Lifeline and Link-Up Prograns for | owincone househol ds
16 | and alerting consuners to how they can avoid having their
17 | service changed or unauthorized charges added to their
18 | t el ephone bills.
19 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 364.24, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:
21 364.24 Penalty for naking tel ephone nessage or
22 | custoner account information known. --
23 (2) Any officer or person in the enploy of any
24 | tel ecommuni cati ons conpany shall not intentionally disclose
25 | custoner account records except as authorized by the custoner
26 | or as necessary for billing purposes, or required by subpoena,
27 | court order, other process of court, or as otherw se all owed
28 | by law. Any person who viol ates any provision of this section
29 | commits a m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as
30| provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Nothing herein precludes
31| disclosure of custoners' nanes, addresses, or tel ephone

3
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nunbers to the extent they are otherw se publicly avail able.
Nothing in this subsection precludes a tel ecomuni cations

conpany from making available to its custonmers a custoner's

own custoner account record through tel ephoni c neans.
Section 3. Section 364.508, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 241.001, and anended to

read:
241. 001 364568 Definitions.--As used in this part:
(1) " Conmission" neans the Public Service Com ssion
Net-wotrk—

(2) £3) "Tel ecommuni cati ons conpany" means any entity
certified under this chapter to provide tel ecomunications
servi ce.

(3) t4)y "Cabl e company” nmeans a cabl e tel evision
conpany providing cable service as defined in 47 U S. C s.
522.

(4) £5)y "Advanced tel econmuni cations services" are
defined as network-based or wireless services that provide
addi ti onal comruni cations capabilities enabling the use of
appl i cations such as distance | earning, video conferencing,
data conmuni cati ons, and access to |Internet.

5 "Eligible facilities" neans all approved

canmpuses and instructional centers of all public universities,

4
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1| public conmunity coll eges, area technical centers, public
2| elenmentary schools, middle schools, and hi gh school s,
3| including school administrative offices, public libraries,
4 | teaching hospitals, the research institute described in s.
5] 240.512, and rural public hospitals as defined in s. 395.602.
6| If no rural public hospital exists in a conmunity, the public
7| health clinic which is responsible for individuals before they
8| can be transferred to a regional hospital shall be considered
9| eligible.
10 Section 4. Section 364.509, Florida Statutes, is
11 | transferred, renunbered as section 241.002, and anended to
12 | read:
13 (Substantial rewordi ng of section. See
14 s. 364.509, F.S., for present text.)
15 241.002 Duties of the Departnent of Education.--The
16 | duties of the Departnent of Education concerning distance
17 | learning include, but are not linmited to:
18 (1) Facilitate the inplenentation of a statew de
19 | coordi nated system and resource systemfor cost-efficient
20 | advanced tel econmuni cati ons services and di stance education
21 | which will increase overall student access to education
22 (2) Coordinate the use of existing resources,
23| including, but not linmted to, the state's satellite
24 | transponders on the education satellites, the SUNCOM Net worKk,
25| the Florida Informati on Resource Network (FIRN), the
26 | Departnment of Managenent Services, the Departnent of
27 | Corrections, and the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
28 | Services' satellite communication facilities to support a
29 | statew de advanced tel ecommuni cations services and distance
30 | | earni ng network.
31
5
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1 (3) Assist in the coordination of the utilization of

2 | the production and uplink capabilities avail abl e through

3| Florida's public television stations, eligible facilities,

4 | i ndependent coll eges and universities, private firns, and

5] others as may be needed.

6 (4) Seek the assistance and cooperation of Florida's

7| cable television providers in the inplenentation of the

8 | statew de advanced tel ecommuni cations services and di stance

9| | ear ni ng networKk.
10 (5) Seek the assistance and cooperation of Florida's
11 | tel econmuni cations carriers to provide affordabl e student
12 | access to advanced tel ecommuni cati ons services and to distance
13 | | earni ng.
14 (6) Coordinate partnerships for devel opnent,
15| acquisition, use, and distribution of distance |earning.
16 (7) Secure and admi nister funding for progranms and
17 | activities for distance learning fromfederal, state, |ocal
18 | and private sources and fromfees derived from services and
19 | materi al s.
20 (8) Manage the state's satellite transponder resources
21| and enter into | ease agreenents to nmaxi nize the use of
22 | avail able transponder tine. Al net revenue realized through
23| the leasing of available transponder tine, after deducting the
24 | costs of perform ng the managenent function, shall be recycled
25| to support the public education distance learning in this
26 | state, based upon an allocation fornula of one-third to the
27 | Departnent of Education, one-third to the State Board of
28 | Community Coll eges, and one-third to the State University
29 | System
30 (9) Hire appropriate staff which may include a
31| position that shall be exenpt frompart |l of chapter 110 and

6
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is included in the Seni or Managenent Service in accordance
with s. 110. 205.

(10) Nothing in ss. 241.001-241.004 shall be construed
to abrogate, supersede, alter, or anmend the powers and duties

of any state agency, district school board, community coll ege

board of trustees, the State Board of Community Col | eges, or

t he Board of Regents.
Section 5. Section 364.510, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 241.003, and anended to

read:

(Substantial rewordi ng of section. See

s. 364.510, F.S., for present text.)

241.003 The Florida D stance Learni ng Network Advisory
Council; creation; nenbership; organi zation; neetings.--

(1) The Florida D stance Learni ng Network Advisory
Council is created in the Departnent of Education to advise

and assist the departnment in carrying out its duties relating

to di stance | earning.

(a) Conposition.--The advisory council, to be

appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the Commi ssi oner of

Educati on, shall not exceed 13 nenbers, selected fromthe

various entities who have interests in distance | earning, and

who are, when possible, |eading nenbers of statew de or

regi onal organi zations representing institutional consuners

and providers so as to establish a broadly based and

representative di stance | earning advi sory council

(b) Representation.--The organi zations represented on

t he advisory council may include, but are not limted to,

public and private el enentary and secondary schools; public

and private postsecondary institutions, including vocationa

and technical centers; state agencies; libraries; the health

7
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care community, including urban, rural, and teaching

hospitals; the cable tel econmunications industry; the | oca

exchange tel ecommuni cations industry; and the interexchange

i ndustry. Two nenbers shall be the Chancellor of the State

Uni versity Systemor the chancellor's designee and the

Executive Director of the Florida Community Col | ege System or

the executive director's designee. One nenber may be a | ay

citizen.
(c) Organization, procedure, and conpensation. --

1. The advisory council shall neet at |east annually.

2. The advisory council shall elect a chair, a

vice-chair, and a secretary fromits nenbership for 1-year

terns. Oficers may be re-el ected.

3. The advisory council shall neet at the call of its

chair, at the request of the mpjority of its nenbership, the

conm ssioner, or at such tines as its nenbership nay

prescri be.
(2) The advisory council may study and recommend to

t he departnent on:

(a) A marketing program statew de, nationally, and

internationally, as deened appropriate.

(b) The recipients of the Educational Technol ogy G ant

Program provided in s. 241.004.

(c) Suggested |egislation concerning distance

| ear ni ng.
(d) Any other issue regarding distance | earning that

the council deens appropri ate.

(3) The departnent shall provide adnministrative and

support services to the advisory council.
Section 6. Section 364.514, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as 241. 004, and anended to read:

8
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241. 004 364514 Educational Technol ogy G ant
Program - -

(1) The Educational Technology Grant Programis
created to support the devel opnent of and provide incentives
for technol ogically delivered educational courses and
prograns.

(2)(a) The Departnent of Education Herida—brstance
tearning—Netwetrk shall annually award grants to school

districts, area technical centers, community colleges, state

universities, and independent institutions eligible to
participate in state student assistance prograns established
in part IV of chapter 240. The departnent board—of—di+reectors
of—the—corporation shall give priority to cooperative
proposals subnmitted by two or nore institutions or delivery
systens. The proposals shall include:

1. Information which describes the educationa
signi fi cance of the program or service in addressing state
educational priorities.

2. The target population for the program

3 The programcontent to be transmtted.

4. The support services to be provided.

5. Provisions to use at |least 20 percent of any funds
awarded for training both faculty and student learners in the
use and application of the products devel oped.

(b) Prograns and courses devel oped through the grant
program shall be marketed statew de and nationwide with a
portion of any profits fromthe sale or use of such prograns
retained by the developing institutions or systens and a
portion reinvested in the grant programfor further program
devel opnent. The distribution of any revenues received shal

9
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1| be deternined by formal agreenent between the departnent beard
2 | ef—direetors and t he devel opi ng systemor institution

3 (c) The departnent beard—of—directors shall identify

4| state educational priorities and issue a request for proposals
5] by June 1 in every year in which funds are available for

6 | grants. The departnent beard shall ensure the quality of the

7 | prograns and courses produced through the grants and produce

8 | an annual status report by March 1 describing the projects

9 | funded and accounting for any proceeds.

10 Section 7. Sections 364.506, 364.507, 364.511

11 ] 364.512, and 364.513, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

12 Section 8. There is appropriated fromthe Florida

13 | Public Service Regulatory Trust Fund to the Public Service

14 | Conmission the sumof $1 nillion, and two additional positions
15| are authorized, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions
16 | of Section 1 of this act for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.

17 Section 9. Section 364.025, Florida Statutes, 1998

18 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

19 364. 025 Universal service.--
20 (1) For the purposes of this section, the term
21| "universal service" neans an evolving | evel of access to
22 | tel econmuni cations services that, taking into account advances
23| in technol ogies, services, and nmarket dermand for essenti al
24 | services, the conmi ssion determ nes should be provi ded at
25| just, reasonable, and affordable rates to custoners, including
26 | those in rural, econonically disadvantaged, and hi gh-cost
27 | areas. It is the intent of the Legislature that universa
28 | service objectives be maintained after the | ocal exchange
29 | market is opened to conpetitively provided services. It is
30| also the intent of the Legislature that during this transition
31| period the ubiquitous nature of the |ocal exchange

10
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t el ecommuni cati ons conpani es be used to satisfy these

obj ectives. For a period of 6 4 years after January 1, 1996,
each | ocal exchange tel econmuni cati ons conpany shall be
required to furnish basic |ocal exchange tel ecomunications
service within a reasonable tine period to any person
requesting such service within the conpany's service
territory.

(2) The Legislature finds that each tel ecomruni cations
conpany should contribute its fair share to the support of the
uni versal service objectives and carrier-of-last-resort
obligations. For a transitional period not to exceed January
1, 2002 2666, an interimnechanismfor maintaining universa

service objectives and funding carrier-of-last-resort
obligations shall be established by the comr ssion, pending
the i npl enentation of a permanent nechanism The interim
nechani sm shall be applied in a manner that ensures that each
alternative | ocal exchange tel econmuni cations conpany
contributes its fair share to the support of universal service
and carrier-of-last-resort obligations. The interimnechani sm
applied to each alternative | ocal exchange tel econmuni cati ons
conpany shall reflect a fair share of the |ocal exchange

t el ecomuni cati ons conpany's recovery of investnents nade in
fulfilling its carrier-of-last-resort obligations, and the

mai nt enance of universal service objectives. The comn ssion
shal |l ensure that the interi mnechani sm does not inpede the
devel opnent of residential consuner choice or create an
unreasonabl e barrier to conpetition. |In reaching its

determ nation, the commission shall not inquire into or
consider any factor that is inconsistent with s.

364.051(1)(c). The costs and expenses of any gover nnent

11
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program or project required in part Il of this chapter shal
not be recovered under this section

(3) In the event any party, prior to January 1, 2002
28608, believes that circunstances have changed substantially
to warrant a change in the interimnechanism that party nay
petition the comm ssion for a change, but the conm ssion shal
grant such petition only after an opportunity for a hearing
and a conpel ling showi ng of changed circunstances, including
that the provider's custonmer population includes as many
residential as business customers. The conmission shall act
on any such petition within 120 days.

(4)(a) Prior to January 1, 2002 the—exprration—of—this

4—year—per+ot, the Legislature shall establish a permanent
uni versal service nechani smupon the effective date of which

any interimrecovery nechani smfor universal service
obj ectives or carrier-of-last-resort obligations inposed on
alternative | ocal exchange tel econmunications conpani es shal
t er m nat e.

(b) To assist the Legislature in establishing a
per manent uni versal service mechanism the conm ssion, by
February 15, 1999, shall determne and report to the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
the total forward-|ooking cost, based upon the npbst recent
commercially avail abl e technol ogy and equi pnent and generally
accept ed design and placenent principles, of providing basic
| ocal teleconmunications service on a basis no greater than a
Wire center basis using a cost proxy nodel to be selected by
the comi ssion after notice and opportunity for hearing.

(c) In deternmining the cost of providing basic | oca
t el ecomuni cations service for snall |ocal exchange
t el ecomuni cati ons conpani es, which serve | ess than 100, 000

12
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access lines, the conmi ssion shall not be required to use the
cost proxy nodel selected pursuant to paragraph (b) until a
nechanismis inplenented by the Federal Governnent for snal
conpani es, but no sooner than January 1, 2001. The conmi ssion
shall calculate a small |ocal exchange tel econmuni cations
conpany's cost of providing basic |ocal telecomunications
servi ces based on one of the follow ng options:

1. A different proxy nodel; or

2. Afully distributed allocation of enbedded costs,

i dentifying high-cost areas within the | ocal exchange area the
conpany serves and including all enbedded investnents and
expenses incurred by the conpany in the provision of universa
service. Such calculations may be made using fully distributed
costs consistent with 47 CF. R ss. 32, 36, and 64. The
geographi c basis for the calculations shall be no smaller than
a census bl ock group.

(d) The commission, by February 15, 1999, shal
determ ne and report to the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives the anpbunt of support
necessary to provide residential basic |oca
t el ecomuni cations service to | owincone custoners. For
pur poses of this section, |lowincone custoners are custoners
who qualify for Lifeline service as defined in s. 364.10(2).

(5) After January 1, 2002 2666, an alternative |oca
exchange tel ecomuni cati ons conpany may petition the
conmm ssion to becone the universal service provider and
carrier of last resort in areas requested to be served by that
alternative | ocal exchange tel ecommuni cations conpany. Upon
petition of an alternative | ocal exchange tel ecommunications
conpany, the comission shall have 120 days to vote on
granting in whole or in part or denying the petition of the

13
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alternative | ocal exchange conpany. The conmi ssion nay
establish the alternative | ocal exchange tel econmuni cati ons
conpany as the universal service provider and carrier of |ast
resort, provided that the comrission first determ nes that the
alternative | ocal exchange tel ecommunications conpany wil |l
provide high-quality, reliable service. In the order
establishing the alternative | ocal exchange tel ecommuni cati ons
conpany as the universal service provider and carrier of |ast
resort, the conmission shall set the period of tinme in which
such conpany nust neet those objectives and obligations and
shal |l set up any nechani sm needed to aid such conpany in
carrying out these duties.

Section 10. Subsection (5) of section 364.052, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

364. 052 Regul atory nethods for small |ocal exchange
t el ecomuni cati ons conpani es. - -

(5) Any conpany subject to this section shall continue
to function as the universal service provider and carrier of
| ast resort in the territory in which such conpany was
certificated to provide service on July 1, 1995; provided,
however, that after January 1, 2002 266%, such conpany shal
only be required to act as the universal service provider and
carrier of last resort if the comm ssion finds that it is
econom cally feasible for such conpany to remain the universa
service provider and carrier of last resort. If the conm ssion
finds that it is not economcally feasible for a small |oca
exchange tel ecomruni cations conpany to remain the carrier of
| ast resort, the conmission shall establish a funding
nmechanismto permt such conpany to fulfill its obligations as
the carrier of last resort.

14
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1 Section 11. Subsections (2), (4), and (6) of section
2] 364.051, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, are anended to

3| read:

4 364.051 Price regulation.--

5 (2) BASIC LOCAL TELECOVMMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CE. --Price

6 | regulation of basic |local tel ecommunications service shal

7 | consist of the follow ng:

8 (a) Effective January 1, 1996, the rates for basic

9 | local telecomrunications service of each conpany subject to
10| this section shall be capped at the rates in effect on July 1,
11 ] 1995, and such rates shall not be increased prior to the

12 | effective date of a pernmmnent universal service funding

13 | nechani sm establ i shed pursuant to s. 364. 025 Jantary—31,—2660—
14 ke basi-et I I . . . F
15 | 4 I I I . . et I

17 | serviee—on—Juy—1—1995——shatH—rnet—be—i+nereasedprior—to
18 | January—1—200%.
19 (b) Upon the date of filing its election with the
20 | comm ssion, the rates for basic | ocal tel ecommunications
21| service of a conpany that elects to becone subject to this
22 | section shall be capped at the rates in effect on that date
23| and shall remmin capped as stated in paragraph (a).
24 (c) There shall be a flat-rate pricing option for
25 | basic | ocal teleconmunications services, and nmandatory
26 | neasured service for basic |ocal tel ecomunications services
27 | shall not be inposed.
28 (4) In the event that it is determined that the |evel
29 | of conpetition justifies the elimnation of price caps in an
30 | exchange served by a | ocal exchange tel ecomuni cati ons conpany
31| with less than 3 million basic |ocal teleconmrunications

15
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service access lines in service, or after the effective date

of a permanent universal service fundi ng nechani sm establ i shed

pursuant to s. 364.025 at—the—end—oef—-5—years for any |oca

exchange tel ecomruni cati ons conpany, the | ocal exchange

t el ecomuni cati ons conpany may thereafter on 30 days' notice
adjust its basic service prices once in any 12-nonth period in
an anount not to exceed the change in inflation less 1
percent. Inflation shall be neasured by the changes in the
Gross Donestic Product Fixed 1987 Wights Price |ndex, or
successor fixed weight price index, published in the Survey of
Current Business or a publication, by the United States
Departnment of Commerce. |In the event any | ocal exchange
t el ecomuni cati ons conpany, after January 1, 2001, believes
that the | evel of conpetition justifies the elimination of any
formof price regulation the conpany may petition the
Legi sl ature.

(6) NONBASI C SERVICES. --Price regulation of nonbasic
services shall consist of the foll ow ng:

(a) Each conpany subject to this section shal
mai ntain tariffs with the comi ssion containing the terns,
conditions, and rates for each of its nonbasic services, and
may set or change, on 15 days' notice, the rate for each of
its nonbasic services, except that a price increase for any
nonbasi ¢ service category shall not exceed 6 percent within a
12-rmonth period until there is another provider providing
| ocal teleconmunications service in an exchange area at which
time the price for any nonbasic service category nay be
increased in an anount not to exceed 20 percent within a
12-month period, and the rate shall be presunptively valid.
However, for purposes of this subsection, the prices of:

16
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1. A voice-grade, flat-rate, multi-line business |oca
exchange service, including multiple individual lines, centrex
lines, private branch exchange trunks, and any associ ated
hunting services, that provides dial tone and | ocal usage
necessary to place a call within a | ocal exchange calling
area; and

2. Tel ecommuni cations services provided under contract
service arrangenments to the SUNCOM Network, as defined in
chapter 282,

shal | be capped at the rates in effect on July 1, 1995, and
such rates shall not be increased prior to the effective date

of a permanent universal service fundi ng nechani sm establ i shed

pursuant to s. 364.025 Jandvary—1—26066; provi ded, however,
that a petition to increase such rates nmay be fil ed pursuant

to subsection (5) utilizing the standards set forth therein.
There shall be a flat-rate pricing option for nmulti-line

busi ness | ocal exchange service, and nmandatory neasured
service for multi-line business |ocal exchange service shal

not be inposed. Nothing contained in this section shal

prevent the |ocal exchange tel econmunicati ons conpany from
neeting offerings by any conpetitive provider of the sane, or
functional ly equival ent, nonbasic services in a specific
geographic market or to a specific custoner by deaveragi ng the
price of any nonbasic service, packagi ng nonbasic services
together or with basic services, using volune discounts and
termdi scounts, and offering individual contracts. However,
the | ocal exchange tel ecomuni cations conpany shall not engage
in any anticonpetitive act or practice, nor unreasonably
discrimnate anong simlarly situated custoners.
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(b) The commission shall have continuing regul atory
oversi ght of nonbasic services for purposes of ensuring
resolution of service conplaints, preventing
cross-subsi di zati on of nonbasic services with revenues from
basic services, and ensuring that all providers are treated
fairly in the tel ecommunications nmarket. The cost standard
for deternmining cross-subsidization is whether the tota
revenue froma nonbasic service is less than the total
| ong-run increnental cost of the service. Total |ong-run
i ncremental cost neans service-specific volune and
nonvol urme- sensitive costs.

(c) The price charged to a consuner for a nonbasic
service shall cover the direct costs of providing the service
and shall, to the extent a cost is not included in the direct
cost, include as an inmputed cost the price charged by the
conpany to conpetitors for any nonopoly conponent used by a
conpetitor in the provision of its sanme or functionally
equi val ent service.

Section 12. (1) There is created the Infornation

Servi ce Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force which shall be

| ocated within the Departnent of Managenent Services for the

pur pose of devel oping policies that will benefit residents of

this state by fostering the free-market devel opnent and

beneficial use of advanced communi cati ons networ ks and

information technologies within this state. The task force

shal | be conposed of 34 nenbers as foll ows:

(a) The Attorney Ceneral, the executive director of

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent, the Chancellor of

the State University System the Commi ssi oner of Education

the executive director of the State Board of Community

Col |l eges, the director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
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1| Econonic Devel opnent, the executive director of the Departnent
2 | of Revenue, a representative of the Florida Council of
3| Anerican El ectronics Association, a representative of the
4| Florida Internet Providers Association, a representative of
5| the United States Internet Council, the chair of the State
6 | Technol ogy Council, and the secretary of the Departnent of
7 | Managenent Servi ces.
8 (b) The President of the Senate shall appoint one
9 | menber fromeach of the followi ng categories: a
10| facilities-based interexchange tel ecommuni cati ons conpany, a
11 | wirel ess tel ecommuni cati ons conpany, an alternative |oca
12 | exchange tel econmuni cati ons conpany, an internet service
13 | provider with nore than one nillion custoners, the
14 | entertai nnent industry, a conmputer or tel ecommunications
15 | manuf acturi ng conpany, and one nenber of the Florida Senate.
16 (c) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal
17 | appoi nt one nenber fromeach of the followi ng categories: a
18 | cable tel evision provider, a conputer software conpany, the
19 | banking i ndustry, an internet search engi ne conpany, a |loca
20 | exchange tel ecommuni cati ons conpany, the tourist industry, and
21 | one nenber of the House of Representatives.
22 (d) The CGovernor shall name the chair, and appoint
23 | nenbers as follows: one coll ege student who relies on the
24 | Internet for personal or academ c use, a representative of a
25| local governnent that is an alternative |ocal exchange
26 | tel ecommmuni cati ons conpany or an |Internet service provider,
27 | and four nenbers as deternined by the Governor to
28 | appropriately represent technol ogy providers, manufacturers,
29 | retailers, and users.
30
31
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(e) The minority |eader of the House of

Representatives shall appoint one nenber of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

(f) The minority | eader of the Senate shall appoint

one nenber of the Senate.

(2) The task force shall exist for 2 years and shal

neet at |east four tines per year. Failure of a nenber to

participate in three consecutive neetings shall result in the

nenber's repl acenent by the Governor. The task force is

encouraged to inplenent electronic bulletin boards and ot her

neans for the exchange of ideas throughout the year

(3) The task force shall devel op overarching

principles to guide state policy decisions with respect to the

free- nar ket devel opnent and beneficial use of advanced

communi cati ons networks and information technol ogi es, identify

factors that will affect whether these technol ogies will

flourish in Florida, and devel op policy recomendati ons for

each factor.
(4) By February 14 of cal endar years 2000 and 2001
the task force shall subnit a report to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives outlining principles, policy recommendati ons,

and any suggested |l egislation. The task force may devel op and

publ i sh other docunents throughout the year
(5) The State Technol ogy Ofice within the Departnent
of Managenent Services shall provide support staff for the

task force and pronote public awareness of the devel opment of

principles and policy recomendati ons by the task force. The

State University Systemshall assist the task force as

necessary.

20

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for SB 2296 First Engrossed

1 (6) The task force shall dissolve effective July 1,

2| 2001.

3 Section 13. Effective July 1, 1999, the sum of

4 1$375,100 is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to the
5] State Technology Ofice in the Departnent of Minagenent

6 | Services and four positions are created in the departnent for
7 | the purpose of carrying out section 12 of this act.

8 Section 14. Subsection (10) is added to section

9] 337.401, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:

10 337.401 Use of right-of-way for utilities subject to
11 | regul ation; pernmt; fees.--

12 (10) This section, except subsections (1), (2), and
13 |(6), does not apply to the provision of pay tel ephone service
14 | on public or nunicipal roads or rights-of-way.

15 Section 15. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
16
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